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AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


The  sponsor  for  this  little  vc^lunio  has  lon^;  hei'ii  a  con- 
tributor to  the  leading  periodicals  along  the  lines  of  I'oinanee 
as  well  as  deep  thought.  But  his  contributions  liave  been  al- 
most invariably  returned,  when  the  return  ])()stage  was  pre- 
paid, accoin})anied  by  a  printe(l  note  indicative  of  a  wholesale 
business  in  declinations,  "  on  the  grounds  that  our  cohunns 
are  not  adapted  to  its  publication,  l»ut  as  early  as  a  meeting 
of  the  directors  can  be  held  the  policy  of  our  magazine  will  be 
clianged  to  meet  the  riMjuircments  of  your  j)roduction.  " 

Clever,  but  positively  deceitful  nuuiaging  editors  I  Thus 
ever  has  budding  genius  been  stifled  by  sordid  directors  whose 
interest  in  the  uplifting  of  humanity  is  conlined  to  the  office 
elevator. 

The  author  was  born  on  the  N(»rlh  Prairie  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  True,  he  first  opened  his  c-ycs  a  hundred  miles 
westward  tVoiii  Lincoln  Park',  but  the  corporation  lines  have 
been  so  often  extended  that  it  is  believed  [)lace  of  Ins  birth 
is  at  present  within  the  city  limits,  lb-  had  barely  attained 
the  age  of  five  years  than  immediately  tbe  civil  war  broke  out 
with  all  its  attendant  carnage.    Even  r.t  that  tender  age  lie 
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was  determined  to  enlist  in  liis  country's  eausc,  and  in  fact 
was  enrolled  by  a  recruitinjj.-  otlieer,  but  was  recalled  by  paren- 
tal restrictions.  At  six  he  was  a  successful  pilot  of  runaway 
slaves  on  the  rndcrixround  Railway,  much  to  the  disi-omlitui-c 
of  the  hirgest  slave-holders,  who  had  j)Ut  a  price  on  his  head. 
At  the  age  often  yc^ars  he  reniove<l  to  New  York  state  bring- 
ino-  with  him  his  parents,  whom  he  succeeded  in  uiving  a 
good  common  school  education  the  following  sunnner.  At 
fourteen  he  was  yet  undecided  wiiether  to  practice  medicine, 
be  a  bhicksmith,  join  a  circus,  or  run  for  congress.  IIa])ly  the 
last  rash  choice  was  averted  by  his  choosing  a  mercantile  ca- 
reer, which  he  abandoned  jifter  breaking  the  lirm  l)y  which  he 
was  employed  in  a  little  less  than  six  months.  He  then 
adopted  joitrnalism,  bought  a  newspaper  which,  however,  an- 
other sold,  but  not  until  he  had  outd{)ne  i)r.  'r:;n:r'r's  fast  by 
eleven  dnys,  not  exactly  as  an  experiment  but  ratiicrasa  mat- 
ter of  necessity  to  which  many  editors  uncomplainingly  sub- 
mit, the  while  writing  menus  for  each  day  of  the  week.  Later 
he  went  on  the  road,  but  finding  expenses  greater  than  the  com- 
bined sales  and  collections,  he  concluded  to  develop  new  fields, 
and  so  took  up  life  insurance.  With  his  usuid  aptness  for 
the  new  and  novel,  he  succeede  I  i:i  writing  one  risk,  extra 
hazardous,  upon  himself  and  never  caught  an()tl;er.  Then  he 
started  a  magazine  which  a  subscriber  stojipcd  because  he  was 
appointed  receiver.  Then  and  not  till  then  did  this  great 
government  of  ])oliticians,  by  the  lawyers,  and  for  the  spoils, 
dennmd  of  our  hero  hi-^  innnediate  and  undividc(l  attention  at 
Washington.  Thither  h(>  wrut  to  bolster  u[»  a  frail  and  totter- 
ing dynasty.  He  ha<l  no  s(joner  thrown  himself  into  the 
breach  than  congress  convi'iied  and  lai<l  out  work  for  a  suc- 
ceeding congress  by  enacting  new  laws  to  be  unmade  at  the 
next  session.     After  (h'ciphering  the  hieroglyphics  which  con- 
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gressmen  are  pleased  to  call  "  writiii',  "  correcting  their  bad 
spelling  and  worse  grammar,  he  paralyzed  the  whole  govern- 
mental fiihric  l)v  resigning.  "  Not  dead,  but  resigned,  they 
said  of  him,  and  he  was  sought  by  many  and  i)ointed  out  as 
one  who  had  the  nerve  to  cut  loose  from  governmental  dugs 
and  face  a  blank  and  uncertain  future  upon  his  own  resources. 

After  having  been  connected  with  so  many  defunct  enter- 
prises it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  give  his  attention  to 
an  apprenticeship  with  an  undertaker,  one  who  laughs  when 
others  are  in  dead  earnesi,  and  straightens  out  a  patient  after 
the  doctors  give  him  up. 


PREFACE. 


The  making  uf  a  Ixutk  is  acconiplislicd  in  many  ways. 
Ill  this  particuhir  instance  the  hist  chapter  was  written  tirst. 
Then  at  odd  times  other  cliapters  were  wi'itten,  and  as  the 
work  ])rogressed  it  nn-eived  somcthini:,-  like  systematic  atten- 
tion. The  subject-  matter  is  one  in  which  the  writer  has  ever 
taken  a  delightful  intesest.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  write  of  the 
triumphs  and  record  the  trials  constantly  recurring  in  the  sim- 
ple affairs  of  our  forefal lu  rs  wliose  heroic  endurance  made  and 
saved  our  nation.  They  it  was  who  made  possible  the  as- 
tounding progress  of  this  nineteenth  century. 

The  foundation  of  these  stories  of  every  day  heroism  is 
mainly  fn^m  the  lips  of  a  paternal  grand-mother  whose  sim])ie 
though  impressive  language  kindhMl  an  adnnration  for  a  peo- 
ple wliose  oftimes  mo.-t  heroic  acts  the  historian  has  passed  as 
unworthy  of  record  in  the  face  of  warlike  deeds.  That  the 
privation  and  suliering,  toil  and  cond»at  [)atiently  horne  by 
the  struggling  pioneiM's,  who  in  their  un^jretcMitious  ways  si- 
lently, and  yet  w  ith  irnv-^istible  energy,  paved  the  way  to  pros- 
perity for  successive  generations,  shall  be  the  more  keenly 
realized  may  be  after  all  the  ])urpo>(^  of  putting  a  divss  on  these 
unpublished  Folk-Stories  of  tla^  Xorthern  l]order. 

To  make  the  stories  appear  C(jntinuous  the  >anie  charac- 
ters have  l)een  (Mnployed,  and  that  with  a  care  to  their  indi- 
viduality in  the  incidents  narrated.  Inconsistencies  of  tinu* 
will  be  di>covcri'd  by  keen  readers  who.  noting  the  customs 
portrayed,  may  discover  the  generation  in  which  the  material 
facts  sprang  into  existence. 

The  world  is  slow  to  recognize  the  evcry-day  heroism  on 


the  tariu,  in  \\\v  kitcluMi  or  at  the  (h'sk.  Xevortlielc.^s  it  is 
there,  and  often  ihc  sacrilices  ina(h'  in  the  daily  (hseharue  of 
siniph^  (hity  amounts  ion  luroism  worthy  tlic  j:en  of  a  lian- 
eroft. 

I^urns  saw  poetry  in  a  fri^hteiUMl  mousr  and  a  hrokcn 
(hiisy.  A  limping-  hare  attracted  liis  sy ni j ki thetic  prn.  Shak- 
speare  writes  of  shoep-sliearin^'  an<l  lii-een W(»od  slunh-s.  Scott, 
Hyroii  and  Tope  turn  thi^  hrillianey  of  their  <j:enius  upon  the 
(hnly  alFairs  of  men  and  there  is  a  revehition  as  of  the  eh'ctric 
searehdi^ht.  The  l>il)h'  itself  ahounds  in  the  daily  heroi>m  of 
peojdes  of  hundde  ealliui:-.  Lonulellow,  Uryant,  Wdnttier, 
Knierson,  Lowed,  and  the  whole  Lialaxy  of  American  stars  uvv 
not  al)Ove  the  heroism  of  the  huml)le  walks  of  life.  inn  Mac- 
hiren  has  imm;)rtalize(l  Lo<4-ieahiion<l,  the  *•  1  )ru.mtoehy  "  of 
Ills  sketches.  In'  his  (le[)ietions  of  tlie  liomely  Scotch  life  that 
existed  in  that  community  years  a«i,o.  and  our  own  Xew  Va)*^- 
hiiid  life  has  latterly  receive(l  some  attention  on  that  line.  Not 
an  old  town  in  existence  hut  would  furnish  ahundant  material 
for  the  story  writer  alter  the  historian,  seorniui'-  the  precious 
(lust  and  ore  I'ich  with  pleasing  memories,  has  de})arted  with 
the  nuijt^ets. 

lectures  of  home  "life  I  Paintin_<:s  of  the  true-lu  arted,  hon- 
est poor  I  iU)  read  "  IV'side  the  iJonny  lii'ier  Hush  :""  u<>  see 
and  hear  Denman  Thompson  in  "'The  Old  llome<tea<l. and 
say  whether  it  is  author  and  actor,  or  the  poi'trayal  of  the  un- 
sullied lives  of  a  true  peoi)le.  imknown  to  deceit  and  Liuile, 
that  reaches  the  heart  and  stait<  tlu'  te;ir  unhidden. 

l'\)lk-Stories  luid  tln  ir  e.\i>tence  in  fact.  I  hey  are  n(.t 
inia<j!:ination  or  rnmanci-.  hut  have  a  real  existence  in  the  un- 
recorded annals  of  the  American  settlers  of  the  St.  l.awi'ence 
River  and  Lake  Ontario  re.iiions,  once  popularly  knowiiastlie 
Hlack  Iviver  count r\'. 


Burial  of  Harry  Millikin, 


\\'lu'n  till'  apix^intcd  hour  for  the  fmuM-al  nrrivcd  the 
iieiij:hl)or.s  nii<l  I'riiMids  had  uathiTcd  IVoin  tho  North  and  South 
shores,  from  the  ishinds  and  points,  and  from  the  sottkMn<Mit 
recently  founded  at  the  head  of  th(^  eivck.  The  men  were 
i;Touj)ed  ahout  the  little  clearing  in  front  of  the  eahin.  and  in- 
side the  womenfolk  husied  themselves  at  nothinu'.  or  sat  list- 
lessly holdinii- their  hands  in  their  laps.  In  sulMlucd  tones 
they  discussed  tlie  incidents  of  the  very  few  funerals  tluy  had 
attended  "hack  east,"  and  many  an  eye  moistened  and  many 
a  hreath  shortened  as  the  thouuht  of  friends  and  associations 
s?vci'ed  hy  death  and  separation  was  hrouuht  tli(>  more  vivi<lly 
to  mind  hy  the  mournful  surroundinus.  The  mini>ter,  a  ^ood 
old  PreshytiTian  man.  arrived  on  liorsehaek  a  full  hour  late, 
hut  the  delay  caused  neither  surprise  nor  vexatious  eonnnent. 
for  funerals  were  not  conducted  in  a  hurry  nor  with  military 
precision  in  those  days.  The*  eahin  wa>  al>out  12  feet  hy  Ki 
inside,  with  front  and  rear  dooi's  openiuLi'  into  the  ])rinei[)al 
room  on  opposite  >ides.  To  the  rii^ht  of  the  front  entrance 
stood  a  h(Ml  in  a  recess,  its  white  valance  of  hleachcd  crttton  at- 
tracting much  attention  for  the  richnc-s  of  the  decoration.  Blue 
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cambric  curtains,  partcil  in  the  (X'ntcr  an<l  tied  hack  with  hmI 
braid  completed  the  an-anu'einent,  exce[)t  a  linen  coverlid,  out 
of  which  the  bedposts  Lirew  to  the  ceiling",  and  ending"  in  a 
cherry  knob.  Xext  beyond  the  recess  was  a  narrow  stairway, 
and  bevoud  that  and  takinsj,'  up  the  corner  was  tlie  thorn  in 
the  side  of  less  favored  housewives,  a  reirular  pantry  with 
shelves.  The  remainder  of  the  house  below  was  at  onee  kitchen, 
dinino-  room  and  parlor,  the  lire})lace  and  oven  forming  a  re- 
spectable annex,  and  opening  convenientlv  into  the  side  to  the 
left. 

On  a  ])ine  table  covered  with  an  unfinislied  piece  of  linen 
lay  the  coffin,  a  crude  affair  made  by  old  Hank  Tubbs.  the 
cooper.  It  was  fashioned  out  of  pine  boai'ds,  with  but  one  an- 
gle in  the  sides,  and  stained  a  dirty  Mack.  The  lid  was  cham- 
fered with  a  ])lane  so  as  to  leave  a  streak  of  nr.tural  wood 
around  its  edge.  The  handles  once  were  lilack.  but  having 
seen  long  service  on  a  tool  chest  th(\v  could  lay  no  (daim  to 
the  merit  of  newness.  A  few  shavings  had  biH'U  >trewn  on  the 
bottom,  by  re;piest,  as  even  that  sli;)w  of  e  jmlbrt  was  not  cus- 
tomary. The  rough  interior  was  not  relieved  by  so  much  as 
a  bit  of  lace  for  it  was  believed  that  sueli  tixin's''  wenj  not 
only  a  waste  of  material  but  a  downright  >iii  :is  well.  The 
emaciated  form  of  Harry  lay  flat  upon  his  l>:iek.  mouth  opiMi. 
eyes  staring  at  the  bare  joist  overhead,  and  his  arms  and  hands 
laid  straight  down  his  sides  with  the  iingcM's  spread  in  a  (•()n- 
vulsive  grasp.  That  the  sight  was  one  that  would  terrify  the 
most  strong  can  not  bi^  denied,  but  it  nuist  be  remend)ere(l 
that  the  undertak(»r's  art  had  not  reacdied  the  ideal  at  that  day. 

The  minister  tixik  a  position  at  the  head  of  the  colrin 
whenee  he  issued  oi-(lers  earnestly  and  with  the  sternn(>ss  of  a 
newly  appointed  brigadier-general.  The  few  relatives,  besides 
the  parent-,  tiled  (h)wn  from  the  garret  and  were  seated  about 


the  coffin  on  planks  snpportcd  hy  1  ilocks  of  wood.  A  lii^idol)- 
servance  of  the  order  of  rclationslii])  was  maintained,  the 
cousins  coniin;^-  in  last.  IndciMl  no  little  commotion  and  a 
slifj^lit  delay  was  caused  hy  a  third  (•()usin  who  nnwittin^•ly 
seated  herself  in  front  of  a  second  (•;)Usin  of  her  father. 

The  good  man  read  the  most  of  I  )euteronomy,  then  turned 
hack  to  (.Jenesis  and  read  and  ex}»ounded  for  a  o()od  half  hour. 
Thou  lie  started  otf  on  a  loni;-  prayer  which  was  of  the  mo<\ 
liberal  character,  <;eoo:raphically  sj>eakinu-.  lie  had  passed 
Europe,  Asia,  and  the  other  continents,  the  i^overnment  olli- 
cials,  who  were  not  ne^irly  so  mueh  in  need  of  it  as  in  later 
years,  and  was  excusing  the  failures  of  the  ^\'hi^•s,  when  a 
clock,  half  as  tall  as  a  man,  set  up  a  most  frightful  striking. 
At  first  it  started  olf  soherly  to  do  husiness  in  the  regulation 
manner,  hut  no  soi^ner  had  it  discharged  that  duty  than  it  was 
seized  with  a  frenzy  for  striking.  It  pounded  oil'  tifty  and  was 
merrily  hurrying  along  toward  the  hundred  mark  when  the 
good  dominie,  who  liad  gradually  raised  his  voice  so  as  to  he 
heard  above  the  whir  and  clatter  of  the  presumptur)us.  not  to 
say  irreligious  timepiece,  peremptorily  shouted  in  >heer  des- 
peration : 

"Stop  the  clock  !" 

And  then  ai)pealingly — 
Will  some  one  stop  the  clock,  please?" 

For  a  moment  no  movement  was  mad(^  in  compliance. 
Then  Tim  I'^igan  sprang  up,  overturning  a  stool  in  his  hastt% 
and  seizing  the  clock  by  weights,  hands  and  j)cndulum.  as  if 
to  choke  it  to  death,  re.-tored  (piiet  and  ihe  go(,d  ma.n  resumed. 
After  the  man  at  the  (dock  had  ke[)t  his  grip  on  tlie  otlender 
for  whatseenuMl  to  him  almo>t  an  entire  day,  he  gradually  re- 
leased his  hold,  backed  carefully  a  way  and  sat  down — on  the 
Hoor  where  his  stool  had  bet'U.    The  fall  startled  everyhody, 
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and  all  but  t^topj-c  I  the  pivachcr.  Tlic  shock  w  as  transniittiMl 
to  the  wall,  thence  to  the  clock,  which,  with  an  ominous  ^rowl 
began  to  announce  the  Ih.uht  of  time  on  the  twenty-loui-  hour 
system,  and  linished  the  hundredth  stroke  just  as  the  exasper- 
ated Tim  wrenched  it  from  its  moorini;s  and  Hunii,-  it  liiuh  out 
on  the  wood  pile. 

The  prayer  was  followed  l»y  >ome  I'cmarks,  after  which 
the  march  to  the  lo^^  schoolhouse  was  taken  uj).  The  coffin  lid 
which  had  l)een  standing  against  the  wall,  a  horrid  silhouette 
against  the  whitewashed  sheathing,  was  now  fastened  to  its 
place  by  nails  driven  i)art  w;iy  down  so  as  to  afford  easy  with- 
drawal. Then  the  burden  was  raised  to  the  shoulders  of  foiii- 
as  badly  frightened  boys  as  ever  saw  a  corpse  for  the  first  time, 
and  borne  to  a  cart  to  which  was  attached  a  ])air  of  oxen.  Slow- 
ly the  procession  wound  over  the  irregular  course  to  tlu^  log- 
building  where  the  master  held  school  in  winter,  'i'here  the 
coffin  was  deposited  upon  a  table  in  the  center  of  the  room,  the 
men  taking  one  side  and  the  women  the  other.  For  two  mor- 
tal hours  the  preacher  dwelt  upon  the  moi-al  im[»ossibility  of 
young  Harry's  attaining  a  home  with  tlu^  bU^st,  and  empha- 
sized the  discourse  with  such  lurid  word-pictures  of  his  satanic 
majesty's  domain  that  the  two  Collins  boys  ran  out  scn^iming 
when  a  dog  crawled  from  an  obscvn-e  corner.  They  believe(l 
the  evil  one  himself  had  come  to  verify  the  awful  utterances 
which  had  .wrought  up  the  iMitire  congregation.  Women  sobl)ed, 
children  cried  aloud,  and  men  controlled  their  feelings  by  grim 
efforts  that  were  more  piiinful  than  outright  expr(\<sion. 

You  will  never  see  your  little  Hai-i-y  again,"  consolingly 
shouted  the  divine,  You  will  put  away  his  boots,  his  cap,  his 
skates  and  his  sled — " 

The  father  groaned  aloud. 
■'  •  ^'  You  will  have  a  vacant  place  at  the  table,  and  you  will 
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ever  think  of  the  one  that  is  oonc  when  you  asscinhU'  tor  each 
meal  as  the  eold  wind  and  snow — " 

The  mother  shrieked. 
His  youn<;  companions  will  miss  him  from  the  hoyisli 
«^;unes,  from  skating,  swimming,  tishing,  hunting — " 

The  dog  howled. 
I  .say  again  you  will  never  see  him  in  your  midst  for  \\v 
will  soon  he  laid  away,  food  for  worms  and  eventuate  in  dust.  " 

A  shudder  j)assed  over  his  hearers,  hut  emholdened  hy 
his  success  the  lieartless  man  sought  to  hind  u[)  their  aching 
wounds  hy  a  peroration  on  the  doctrine  of  election. 

"  If  poor  little  Harry  is  among  the  elect  let  us  rejoice;  hut 
if  he  is  not  then  are  we  again  admonished  of  the  awful  fate  in 
store  for  most  all  of  us.  " 

"Let  the  chorister  line  the  hymn  while  1  rest  my  thr(>at 
hefore  proceeding  to  that  '  narrow  house,  a  house  of  clay  '  to 
hold  the  final  of  these,  to  me,  impressive  services.  " 

A  choir  of  six  voices  with  llute  and  hassviol  acc-ompania- 
ment  rendered  Duke  Street  from  musie  printed  with  hutk- 
wheat  notes."  The  congregation  was  (-(unmanded  to  **  view 
the  corpse. This  done,  each  one  felt  in  duty  hound  to  re- 
mark, "  IIow  natteral  he  looks  !  "  The  procession  was  re-fornied 
and  slowly  wound  its  way  hack  to  the  Millikin  ch^aring  where 
a  grave  had  hcen  made.  The  cofHn  was  lowered  with  ropes 
which  sawed  and  rasped  painfully  as  they  were  withdrawn,  all 
hut  overturning  it,  so  tenacious  was  tlie  clay  into  which  they 
were  imhedded.  There  was  no  outside  hox,  hut  in  this  in- 
stance a  hoard  was  laid  on  the  coffin  to  afibrd  a  slight  prottc- 
tiou  from  animals  of  the  hurrowing  kind.  Then  each  of  the 
hearers  in  turn  seized  a  spade  and  threw  in  a  clod  of  earth 
which  fell  upon  the  cotlin  with  an  echoing  thump  that  nearly 
broke  the  remaining  heartstrings  of  the  now  thoroughly  pros- 
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trate  parents.  The  niouriuTs  jiikI  tVicnds  shook  haiids  with 
the  preachiM',  and  as  thov  turned  away  j'onnii-kcd  in  a  distinct- 
ly audil)h'  aside,  "  How  wcH  the  eider  done  !" 

That  worthy  was  heard  to  i-eniark,  after  the  orcU'al,  that 
he  feh  that  he  had  "l)een  of  great  eonifort  to  them,  hecuuse  they 
wept  co[)iously  throughout  the  wliole  diseourse.  " 

*  5;;  *  :;:  :;: 

Green  grows  the  turf  ahove  Harry's  grave,  with  not  so 
mucli  as  a  sod  to  mark  Ids  resting  pku-e.  The  iield  lias  heen 
alternated  with  the  erops  of  tiie  farm,  lo,  tiiese  many  years, 
and  my  informant,  an  old  man.  heiit  and  gray,  to('k  me  ;:s 
near  the  spot  as  a  memory  faded  hy  the  eares  of  sixty  ;ind 
more  years  would  direct. 

"  It  was  ahout  here,  or  mayhap  a  leetle  furder  down,  hut 
the  woods  are  gone  and  the  fields  so  l)ig  I  may  be  far  astniy 
from  the  spot.  I  was  the  next  youngest  of  the  hearers,  and  so 
long  was  I  afeered  to  eome  anigh  the  spot  I  may  have  mis- 
calculated. 

Miscalculated  I  Reader  it  may  not  he  so  long  until  one 
may  search  in  vain  for  your  resting  place  and  mine. 


Perry's  Victory. 


Ye  sons  of  Columbia  _u;ive  ear  to  my  story 

Who  fought  with  brave  Perry  where  eannons  did  roar; 
His  valor  has  gained  you  an  immortal  glory, 

Which  will  last  till  Father  Time  shall  be  no  more. 

The  tenth  of  September,  I  pray  let's  remember. 
As  long  as  the  globe  on  it's  axis  rolls  round, 

Our  tars  and  marine  upon  Lake  Erie  were  seen 

To  make  the  proud  flag  of  Great  Britain  eom(>  down 

The  van  of  our  licet  the  bold  British  did  meet — 
Commanded  by  Perry  the  Lawrence  bore  down. 

Our  guns  they  did  roar  with  such  terrific  [)Ower 
The  savage  Britons  did  tremble  at  the  great  sound 

The  Lawrence  sustained  a  most  terrible  fire  : 
She  fought  tliree  to  one  for  two  glasses  or  more. 

(rallant  Perry,  undaunted,  firmly  stood  by  her 
While  the  proud  foe  heavy  broadsides  did  ])our. 

Her  masts  are  all  shattered,  her  rigging  all  tattered. 
Her  yards  and  her  booms  being  all  shot  away  ; 

But  few  left  on  the  deck  to  manage  the  wreck, 
Our  hero  on  board  her  no  longer  coulJ  stay. 
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Says  IVrrv.  "  Those  villains,  liii^y  mean  tor  to  drown  us, 
Push  on  niy  hravc  boys,  you  nerd  never  ha\  e  tear.  " 

Then  he  otrwith  his  coat  and  j)lu;;<;ed  up  the  boat 
And  away  through  lire  and  smoke  lie  did  steer. 

The  famous  Xiagai-a,  now  [)roud  of  hvv  Terry. 

Displayed  all  her  banners  in  gallant  ai-ray. 
Twenty-live  guns  on  her  decks  she  did  carry 

Which  soon  })Ut  an  end  to  this  bloody  atlVay. 

lirave  I'^lliott,  whose  valor  must  now  be  recounted, 
On  board  the  Niagara  he  well  played  his  pai  t. 

His  gallant  assistance  to  Perry  a  Horded 

Well  placed  him  the  si^cond  on  Lake  Erie's  ehart. 

Hurrah  tor  our  Hag!  (ieneral  Harrison,  tool 

For  IVrry's  bold  lleet  loud  praised  by  all  powers. 
Hurrah  for  Ids  message,  may  it  over  prove  true  : 
We  have  met  the  enemy — and  they  <\rv  ours.  " 


The  Dance  at  Johnny  Beaver's. 

'•My  name,  liits  Jolm  Haptistc  l)ivvt'r.  Ahin  cum  oH' 
Montrahall  on  n\i\\  mo.  Alim  cum  hire  lor  fcesh  wid  yous. 
(lot  for  me  one  job  '!  " 

Yes,  Collins  would  irive  him  a  hand-share. 

"  What  dat  you  call  handsheer?'' 

It  was  ex})lained. 

'*  Well,  I  <i:et  mehhe  nothing-,  mebhe  four  tousand,  me. 
Ahm  lucky  r)ivver.  Cum  on  go  pullem  seine  i-atoH"  for  make 
«rood  cotch  ([uite  plain.  *■  (Kasy.) 

He  was  told  it  w  as  too  u'indy  to  cast  out  the  nets. 

*'  Yaas?  Bimel)y  she  blow  some  more.  \\'hat-a-matter 
now?  Me  no  'fraid  watter,  Alim  cum  off' Montrahall,  me. 
Ahm  no  })ecsoup  Frcnclier.  Ahm  trapj>e  vurry  grc.ss  feesh  by 
Montrahall. 

"  ^^y  fand)ly  on  dock.  You  got  some  shanty  I  live  in 
for  while-?  " 

One  end  of  the  cooper  shop  was  provided  for  liim.  and  in 
the  foregoing  scraps  of  conversation  he  was  tbrinally  installed 
factotum  on  the  Collins  li<hing  grounds. 

Heaver  was  short,  broad-shouldered  and  hea vy-ehesteil, 
active,  and  had  a  happy  temperament.  His  cheek  bones  were 
high,  eyes  l)lack.  l)eiird  thin  and  in  patches,  arm<  short.  Cor- 
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duroys,  iiiocca.sins,  a  poa  jacket,  a  velvet  tcKiiie  oii  one  side 
of  his  head,  and  a  sash  that  oiu-e  was  reel,  ^avo  liini  a  rather 
jaunty  appearance.  His  wife  was  a  tull-hlooded  white  irirL 
superior  to  the  hfe  she  must  lead  with  him.  She  had  mar- 
ried for  better  but  could  hardly  have  done  worse  had  she 
looked  beyond  a  bare  living-  and  the  rearintj^of  a  ]i\v^v  family. 

La  Famine  made  nuich  of  Johnny  IJeaver,  while  in  tin-n 
he  found  much  to  almost  reach  the  superlative  in  Montreal, 
the  city  to  which  he  likened  all  events,  all  nature  and  all  su- 
perstitions in  the  comparative  decree. 

Beaver  dearly  loved  music  and  daneinL:,-.  Mearinix  a  lid- 
die  in  the  hands  of  a  lisherman  he  was  seized  with  a  desire  to 
give  a  ball,  and  forthwith  set  about  inviting  all  ^vhom  he  mef 
to  come  to  his  dance.  A  pack-[)eddl(M',  a  lish-peddler.  wh(» 
counted  out  fish  as  forty-six,  lifty-sevcMi.  thus  f^ainint:  ten. 
and  the  new  handsharers  were  alike  bidden  to  come  in  his 
quaint  vocabulary  : 

"  Ahni  ooiii'  mek  one  donee  on  my  house.  Vous  all 
cum.  'Twon't  be  le  grande  bal  mas(jm^  like  1  mek  on  Mon- 
trahall,  but  all  mans  and  womans  round  cum  on.  1  tek  de 
bed  down,  turn  stove  'roun'  I  Den  yampytam])y.  yampy- 
tampy,  and  Johnny,  a  lull  grown  man.  bursting  with  exuber- 
ance, improvises  a  j^artner  out  of  a  broomstick,  and  executes 
the  French  four  with  moi-e  vigor  than  grace. 

The  stove,  one  of  the  elevated  v»ven  pattern,  had  been 
turned  around,  "  and  heate<l  red.    At  the  farther  end  of  the 
shop  a  i)otash  kettle  was  filled  with  live  coals  and  set  upon 
bricks.    The  remaindi'r  ot"  the  scant  furniture  was  tos.-^e*!  out 
doors  to  make  more  room. 

Johnny's  guests  began  to  arrive  early,  but  many  that 
were  invited  remained  away.  The  ho'^t  was  in  no  wi.<e  grieved 
at  the  apparent  blight  fur  the  reason  that  the  absentees  were 
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fully  rq)lac('(l  by  tli(^  arrival  of  an  (M|iial  iiuinltcr  wlio  caiiic 
without  invitation.  Anion<^^  the  latter  were  some  youn«j:  men 
who  came  just  to  sec  the  fun,  l)Ut  tor^ot  their  ])urpose  and 
joined  merrily  in  the  festive  dane(\ 

The  fiddler  was  seated  upon  a  shavinii-h()rs(\  and  that  in 
turn  was  raised  upon  a  couple  of  tisii  barrels.  Three  sets 
''formed  on"  and  after  alternately  sawing-  the  strin<rs  and 
twisting-  the  pegs,  the  tiddler  settled  hack  and  ])Oure(l  body, 
soul  and  arms  into  ''The  Lancers,"  tlu^  while  thum]>ing  with 
the  sole  of  his  right  boot  to  the  time  of  his  music. 

"  Jine  hands  and  circle  I  " 

^len  in  heavy  boots,  red  shirts,  and  coatless.  made  the 
j)lank  tloor  tremble  at  the  word,  and  the  human  ring  made  a 
complete  turn  three  l»ars  ahead  of  the  nuisic.  and  had  time  to 
breathe  before  the  next  move  was  jirompted. 

"  First  four  for'ard  and  back — alanuind-de-left  I 
Right  hands  elevated  and  with  let"t  arm  akimbo,  palm  out- 
ward, the  figure  is  cut  in  a  lively  dance — no  walking  allowed 
— and  the  couples  return  to  place  once  moi'c  to  catch  breath 
as  the  tardy  music  vigorously  brings  up  the  rear. 

"  Balance  pard-ners — grand  right  and  left  I" 

A  general  grabbing  of  hands,  right  hand,  left  hand,  any- 
body's hand,  and  return  to  j)lace  with  ample  time  for  those 
who  have  lost  ])ai'tners  to  make  the  i)roper  exchange  of  posi- 
tions. Two  changes  and  a  "  breakdown  "  is  th(^  rule  of  the  lloor, 
and  panting,  laughing,  ehaltering,  the  three  sets  vacate  the 
floor  whieli  is  (piickly  taken  by  those  who  did  not  *"get  into" 
the  tirst  sets. 

Johnny  is  ealled  Mr.  Heaven'"  so  fre(piently  as  to  cause 
him  to  imagine  himself  a  nu>mher  ot*  parliament.  Ife  beams 
right  and  left  upon  his  gu(\<ts.  and  after  much  coaxing  con- 
sents to  do  a  clog  which  makes  him  indeed  a  hero.  This  done 
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he  aiinouiic'os  supj)c'r  iu  tlio  follnwinii,-  sprreli  delivered  tVoin 
the  j^luiving-liorse  teinjtoniril y  vacated  IVtr  the  })urp()se  l)y  the 
string  orche^^tra  oi'  one  [)ieee  : 

"Now,  you'll  mek  ver'  small  raekcl  wliile  Ahiugoiir  hax 
yous  for  8U[)per.  TaiiT  ver'  nice  Imt  hits  de  hes'  what  we 
didn't  get  and  de  smoke  sturgeon  is  de  hess  meat  dat  s\vims 
except  the  crane  I  nev(>r  tass  it.  Ahm  smoke  it  myself  where 
I  learn  donn  ^Tontrahall  Heat  'em  all  up  and  I  ver'  mooch 
tank  yous  for  ten  cent  (piite  plain.     Dats  hall.  " 

"  Bung  jour,  "  he  adde(l  hy  way  of  a  j)olite  tinish  to  ins 
remarks,  and  jum])ing  to  the  lloor  he  walked  on  his  hands  to 
the  end  of  the  room  and  came  to  his  feet  hy  turning  a  hand- 
spring. The  clapping  of  hands  and  remarks  of  a{)proval 
filled  the  simple-minded  halt"-l)reed  with  joy  imspeakahle,  and 
while  prejxirations  wer(^  made  for  lunch  he  gave  an  exhihition 
successively  of  the  snake,  green  corn  and  canoe  dances  much 
to  the  disgust  ot  his  white  wife  who  had  never  st'cn  him  make 
such  an  exhihition  of  savage  customs.  tier  protests  made 
him  the  mei-rier,  and  tlu^  encouragement  givL-n  him  hy  his 
guests  led  him  to  another  praidv.  Seizing  a  hatidiet  he  per- 
formed the  sealp  dance  over  the  tiddler  and  raised  that  wor- 
thy's seal})  a  do/.i'U  timers,  ending  tiie  perf)rmanee  with  a 
whoop  and  throwing  the  liatcliet  with  sueh  .-kill  that  it  stuck 
fast  in  a  j)ine  p<)>t  forming  a  part  of  tlu-  frame.  Some  (»t'  his 
guests  Were  .-lightly  alarmetl  at  tlii.-  teature  of  the  entertain- 
ment, hut  it  was  forgotten  when  tlu'  mu<ic  again  stai'tcfL 

Aftta'  lunch  the  dancing  hcgan  in  I'arnot.  ( )pera  Keel.  " 
>h)neyniu-k.  "  and  .M(d )onald's  Keel,  "'  weri'  followed  hy 
an  eight-hand  reel. 

Truthful  compliments  were  exchanged,  the  nnisic  pro- 
nounced tlu^  he,-t,  and  the  lunch  a  fea.-t.  on  this  felicitous  occa- 
sioi\.    Tlh'  (>idy  wall/.ers  in  ilie  [»ariy  were  Nancy  Marceau. 
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and  Joby  Collins  who  lia<l  Ihvu  swcvthoarts  sinrc  infancy,  it 
was  declared.  They  had  the  flooi-  to  tlu^niscdvcs  for  the  tliird 
time  when  a  ^urutf  voice  called  fi-(jni  (»utsi(le  the  partly  open 
door : 

"  Xaii  !  " 

Xancy  tui*ned  al»out  and  laced  her  lather  who  had  hurrii'd 
across  lots  when  his  daughter  was  niisse<l.  Chokin*:,-  with 
rage  he  hoarsely  growled  : 

"Nan,  you  drop  that  cur  and  come  st  I'aight  home!'' 
The  excitement  was  cvi(h'nt.  hut  sur[)ressed.    The  tiddler 
rested,  and  Xancy  plead  : 

''Oh,  now,  pa  !  Come  in  and  wait/  just  once  with  me. 
Do  come  I  Just  once!"  And  the  saucy  girl  walt/.ed  alone  to 
the  door  and  held  out  a  hand  invitingly  to  the  man  whom  no 
other,  man  or  woman,  dared  cro>s  when  he  was  in  anger. 

Don't  he  a  fool,  X^an,  "  he  said,  half  pleadingly,  '*  come 
away  and  don't  have  nolhiidv  to  say  to  a  relative  of  old  Ilaidx' 
Collins,  You  know  who  cut  my  seine,  Xanny,  'twere  old 
Hank  and  I  never  t'orgets.  '' 

Oil  I  dam  the  seine,  pa,  if  I  must  say  it.  You  will  hold  a 
grudg(}  the  longest  of  any  man  I  Come  in  now,  daddy,  and 
teach  the  hoys  to  waltz.    ( 'ome  ! 

The  old  lion  was  tanuHl  as  u>ual  when  he  shook  his  ma  ne 
at  his  favorite  cliil(h  and  Xancy  le(l  him  to  tlu^  nnddle  of 
the  tloor  wheriMl ley  el ici ted  general  a(hiiiraiion  in  the  grace- 
ful waltz  to  an  old  lune  which  the  tiddler  lia<l  amendeil  hy 
forgetting  the  la<t  strain  and  imi)rovi-ing  one  of  his  own 
cr(>ation. 

X'anc.y  with  her  u<ual  tact  proposed  to  her  father  to  go 
home  and  the  old  -oldii^-r  and  saiha-,  now  ]i>la.-rman,  <lc| >art(.'tl 
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with  liis  liniids  i'vvc  from  t]\v  Mood  of  Joby  (olliiis,  contrary 
to  his  threat  made  al  th(;  outset. 

Just  at  dayli^lit  tlie  candlos  were  siuiife(l  out  and  a  live- 
ly breakdown  was  (hmeed  as  a  tinishinii"  touch  to  the  ni<::ht"s 
enjoyment.  As  they  disparted,  one  after  anotiier  in  tlie  dawn. 
Johnny  sliook  liands  lieartily  and  wr.s  lieard  to  exehiim  nioi'e 
than  once  : 

"Ahm  ver'  mooch  tanks  for  yous  I  Cum  on  my  l)eeg 
house  down  Montraliall  nex'  summer,  we  (h)nce  tree  day,  tr(H' 
night  and  liave  mans  to  l>low  de  lior.n  and. niek  dv  lid"*^!) 
'bum,  bum,'  an  Ahm  make  yous  accjiiaint'  de  mayor,  and  d(; 
counsel,  and  de  halderman,  and  all  de  reeehes'  mans  in  de 
worl\  Yaas,  on  Montrahall.  Don'  you  forget.  Ahm  no 
peesoup,  mo  !  " 

There  be  those  living  who  swear  by  Heaven,  after  having 
been  entertained  by  ])rinces  and  potentates,  they  never  realized 
so  much  unsulhed  joy  at  a  ball,  though  led  by  the  (jueen,  as 
they  did  at  Johnny  lieaver's  dance,     years  ago. 


A  Cannon  Shotted  With  Gold  Coin. 


At  some  period  dui'ini;-  tlir  Frciu'li  and  I'Jiulisli  warn  de- 
tachment of  the  t'ornier  in  hateaux  propeUed  l)y  oar  and  saih 
rail  into  La  I^unine.  partly  tor  sheher  and  partly  to  lose  itself 
from  an  unrelenting-  enemy.  elosidy  were  they  pursued  hy 
the  En<j:lisli  iu  Durliam  hoats  that  capture  seemed  inevitahle, 
and  a  lla^  of  truce  was  run  U[).  Wdiile  negotiations  were  pend- 
ing the  commander  of  tlu>  l-'reiich  tleet  hethou^Liht  himself  of 
tlio  numerous  haiis  of  i^old  coin  ^tnwed  away  iu  the  fla^shij), 
and  wliieh  would  all  too  soon  fall  into  the  posse-^sion  of  the 
victors  unless  secreted  immediately. 

He  counseled  with  his  otiicers  with  the  result  tliat  a  can- 
non was  unlimhered  and  the  coin  poured  into  its  rapacious 
mouth.  -After  the  precious  charuc  had  heen  rammed  home 
the  mouth  of  the  cannon  was  securely  plunucMl  and  it  was  then 
thrown  overhoard. 

In  tlu^  cxcittMneiit  of  the  moment  no  ranues  were  taken, 
and  nothing  hut  the  dcpt  li  of  the  water  was  known  for  a  cer- 
tainty. l'j;^ht  fathoms  dci'p,  ti'adition  hath  it.  and  somewliere 
hetwecn  the  IJasswoud  tree  and  S(piaw  Island,  >omewhere  he- 
twecn  the  (lap  and   \\'hiteli>h.  and,  it  mi^ht  he  well  .^aid, 
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soniewlieiv  betwcH'U  earth  and  .sky,  so  iiKlc'linitc  wviv  the  tra- 
ditional eonjuetiavs. 

At  any  rate  the  clcMniMils  interfered  in  the  Frenehinan's 
helialf  and  afterh)Osini;-  his  aneliors  the  I'ji^l islnnan  was  hh)wn 
heyond  the  possibility  of  victory  just  as  terms  had  heen  nego- 
tiated. With  the  lii-st  sliift  of  wind  the  iM-eneh  Ileet  sailc(l 
leading-  tlieir  late  adveisa ries  hy  a  full  day  w  ith  a  fair  wind. 

Long  years  after,  a  [)ii-atieal  apjx'aiinu'  eraft  erni^id  tli(> 
land-loeked  shores  of  La  l''aniine  for  some  weeks.  Not  one  of 
the  erow  eould  s])eak  Knulish,  hut  enough  of  their  lannua«i(' 
was  understood  to  convey  the  idea  with  certainty  that  they 
were  searching  for  treasure. 

In"inie(liately  the  tradition  relate(l  al'oN'e  was  i-e\ived  and 
many  speculations  wcih^  had  (.-oncerni n^  it.  Hank  Collins  and 
Jim  Lane — old  Jim,  thought,  talked  and  dreamed  of  the  old 
smooth  hore  and  its  pixn-ious  chai;ue. 

'Spose  they  drew  the  charge  hefore  I'amnnni;  the  coin 
down,  "  (pieried  Lane. 

"  Prohahly  they  did  and  i)rohal)ly  they  didn't.  They 
mount  as  wAl  a  tired  her  after  she  was  loaded,  considerin" 
how  scattei-in'  the  article  is  nowadays,  "  ])hilosophically  an- 
swere(l  Collins. 

Lane  had  the  hest  he;.d.  and  he  had  >tudied  the  [)r(.haliil- 
ities  and  the  possihilitie>  attendant  upon  tlu-se  incidents,  and 
finally  per>uadc(l  ('ollins  to  uo  out  upon  the  water  and  .l;U(ss 
at  the  prohahle  course  a  storm-d ri ncu  ileet  with  no  kiiowKd^e 
of  the  waters  llu-y  wci'e  .-;iilinu-  would  nat ui'a  1  ly  ta ki'  in  the 
search  for  anclioi';i^e  and  <liel(er. 

'•The  wind  nio>tly  hlows  >ou'\ve>t  in  these  parts,  and  that 
is  most  likely  the  way  it  was  hlowin"  wlu-n  the  Lienchman 
was  scuddin'  for  ea>ier  weathei'.  "  I'ca.-onid  haiie  with  his 
j)artniM'.     "  Now  ohsarx'e  the  I'an^c  of  the  na-<wo(;d  ;iuin  the 
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Pint — swiiiii;  lior  off  a  couple  ycrks — now  kccjt  the  Pint  clear 
of  the  tree  about  tlic  width  of  vcr  hand — steady — and  mind 
that  tall  tamarack  plumi)  aliead.  Now  we're  dead  in  the  wake 
of  the  lleet  adrivin" — " 

"Which  boat  had  the  coin,  "  broke  in  Collins. 

"I)an<;  it,  enny  on  'em,  no  nuitler  whicdi.  Just'supposin' 
— your  tree  has  slid  into  the  Pint  a.^in — ojien  out  and  i:in  ycj- 
attention  to  the  ramies.  Just  supjiosin*  the  hull  licet  was 
bowliu'  alonn",  wind  blowin'  a  .ua.Liu'er,  where  now  would  any 
sane  skipi)er  pint  fur?    Tell  me  that  IIaid<  Collins. 

"  AV^ell,  if  he  ware  natterally  a  sailor  man  he'd  hug  the 
shore  same's  we're  adoin',  and  when  the  soundin's  showed  fa- 
vorable 1  'low  he'd  jam  her  nose  well  U})  toward  the  Ion*;-  bay 
aport.  " 

"  Efjasakly  I  "  shouted  Lane  with  as  much  emjthasis  as 
thougli  he  had  found  the  precise  restini;-  place  of  the  French 
treasure. 

The  wind  was  increasing  and  Lane  shipped  a  pair  of 
mismated  oars,  and  after  wi-ttin^  the  thole  pins,  caught  stroke 
and  ke[)t  his  eyes  steadily  on  the  Passwood  tree  and  the 
"Pint." 

The  men  labored  at  the  oars  in  silence  for  some  time,  and 
as  the  wind  was  with  them  th(\v  did  not  much  mind  the  in- 
creasiniLi:  waves  as  they  threw  the  heavy  ol<l  seine  boat  ri_uht 
and  left.  ^  It  was  not  lon_u-  betbre  the  men  reali/.e(l  that  they 
were  in  a  <:ah\  and  one  had  to  bail  a  share  of  the  time  to  keep 
the  boat  nnuia^cable. 

"  I  say.  Hank.  "  su^^ested  Lane.  "  lets  make  up  into  Lon;:" 
Hay  and  wait  for  thi>  s([Uari  to  bh)W  over.  Poides,  we  Avill 
see  about  where  the  i''renchm;ni  dropped  his  muddiooks  in 
seventeen  hundred  and  w  hat-was-it  ?  " 

"Cad,  zounds  I     ^hm.  i'Ut  you're  lon;^-  hca<led  I  The  vei-y 
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thing — lel't  luind  Ix'st — tlic  wvy  tliiii;^,-  l^'rciicliy  must  have 
done — left  liaiul — it"  liu  knew  much  ahout  that  kind  of  saih)i- 
ing — left  hand — wliich  was  mostly  like  Scotch  navij2;ation — 
main  strenuth  and  i<i,noi-ancc.  Jim,  main  strength  and  ignoi- 
ance.  " 

"Say,  Mister  Collins,  it  strikes  me  there  is  a  deal  of  main 
strength  in  this  here  navigation.  Sec  I  We're  driftin'  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  hay  and  wiU  do  some  tall  pullin'  if  we  don't 
make  leeway  that  will  Idow  us  ck'an  hy  the  Pint  to  say  no- 
think  of  getting  up  into  the  hay.  " 

Collins  made  no  re{)ly.  Wo  ])ulled  at  tlie  heavy  oars 
with  hiseyesshut,  and  op(>ned  them  when  swinging  hack  foi- 
a  new  hold.  The  wind  had  heen  steadily  drawing  to  west- 
ward, thus  fairly  dis[)Uting  the  right  of  way  with  the  treasui'e 
hunters.  The  two  men  saw  the  })oint  slip  past  them  and  real- 
ized that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  get  under  the  lee  of  the 
friendly  sliore  not  a  half  mile  distant. 

Lane  was  a  reasoner  and  so  far  had  led  the  "  expedition  *' 
as  lie  facetiously  tiM'mcd  it.  Collins  was  an  imitator  and  not 
so  thoughtful.  An  idea  occnrre(l  to  him  and  he  calKd  to 
J^ane,  pouring  the  words  into  his  hroad  l)ack  and  far  too  lee- 
ward : 

''The  Frenclnnan  amdiored.  you  say?" 
So  I've  hcvn  told.  *" 

"  In  course — he  had  to.  Let's  heave  old  lien  (a  pet  naun^ 
for  his  anchoi-)  over  and  sei^  if  he'll  hold  us.  and  if  he  does  we 
can  tak(^  ohsars-atioiis.  pick  up  the  lo^l  i-aiiges  and  mehhe  lish 
up  tlu'  old  caminii — •  tools  for  luck.  "  they  say.  " 

"All  right,"  heai'lily  responded  Lane,  hut  first  hend 
on  that  warping  line.  " 

'*  Show  I  Tiler's  tifty  feet  of  line  without  it.  and  four 
fathom's  all  you'll  get  here. 


**  THE  OARSMAN  WAS  HFADLESS  " 
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''Better  IxMitl  on  otluM-,  JIaiik,  you  will  want  lots  of 
heiup  to  juni})  at  in  this  sea,  let  in(^  tell  you. 

The  ro})es  were  united  with  a  "  lishcrniairs  hend,  and 
the  anehor  was  poised  on  the  uunwale,  llukcs  pointing  uj)war;! 
and  downward,  and  al'ter  a  second  look  to  sec  that  the  rope 
was  all  clear,  it  was  dropped  over,  the  hoat  liftinii^  on  hein^^  re- 
lieved of  the  wei<:ht. 

"  There,  "  said  (\)llins,  payini>-  out  the  rope,  "I  calculate 
thet  thar's  about  the  way  them  runaways  did  it — Ixtttoni  tell 
out? — when  they  tried  to  dod^c  the  I'ji^lish — l)ottoni — and 
lost  their  

Both  men  stared,  (\ich  at  tin*  otlier. 

The  knot  just  appearcfl  ahovethe  water  and  showed — 
Ei^-ht  fathom  ! 

"  Henry,  "  said  Lane  solemnly.  "  we're  within  a  hundred 
feet  of  the  cannon  I  ( h-t  ranges,  (pi iek,  wc'i'c  di-auuinLi- old 
l^n  home  It's  pr(»videnc(\  Hank,  nothinu-  slunt  <;f  provi- 
dence, and  I  [)romise  now  Tin  i^-oin'  to  lead  a  hetter  life. 

"  Me,  too,  .Jim.  I  feel  miuhty  trembly  aluait  this  spot. 
Let's  o-ive  it  up.  No  use  anyway,  a  hundi-ed  feet  or  a  hundreil 
mild's  all  the  sami^  to  nu>  and  you.    Come  I 

"Tell  the  truth  and  shame  the  devil.  Hank.  I  don't  feel 
that  the  water  hereabout  is  ju>t  as  solid  and  sui-e  to  (loat  us  as 
it  miii'lit  be.  v^o  oin  us  a  hand  and  we'll  ^ct  the  lines  in.  Ihit 
this  much  I'm  willin'  to  ehan.-t.  We'll  leave  a  buoy  to  maik 
tln^  ran,u-es  and  try  it  a  eouple  of  months  later  in  eam  wvathei'. 

(letting  theanc-hor  in.  the  men  headed  tlicii'  boat  toward 
I^a  I'^amine  and  as  they  pulled  away  bcfoi'e  tlic  wind  each 
watched  the  speck  of  a  buoy,  which  seemed,  like  the  rainbow, 
to  have  a  }iot  ot'^old  at  it-  eml.  Little  wa>said  bctwcm  them 
except  on  landing-  to  exact  a  promise  from  each  iu  make  no 
revelations,  though  all  they  had  to  reveal  was  that  an  ei;j;ht- 
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fathom  s()Uii(liii<4-  li;ul  hccn  made  at  a  spot  wliei'c  they  would 
stake  ev(M\vtliinL:,-  they  had  ii('\  t'r  t'oinid  to  exceed  four.  That 
night  two  tishermeii  (h'eanuMl  of  tahulous  weahh  which,  fast 
a.s  recovered  from  a  rusty  old  cauuon,  would  lly  hack  to  its 
former  restiuu'  i)lace. 

Early  uext  uioi-uiu^  the  misty  tiL^ures  of  two  meu  could 
have  been  dimly  seen  in  a  heavy  fo^-  approacliiu;;"  each  other 
on  a  well  worn  ])ath.  'Jdiey  were  the  treasure  hunters  of  yes- 
terday, and  were  met  hy  chance,  ^h)rnin^•  salutations  were 
not  in  order  in  this  New  faiLiland  deseended,  cold  nei^hhor- 
hood.  That  formality  was  a  (ieference  strictly  reserved  for 
strangers  who  ha|){)ened  in  their  midst.  Uoth  men  looked  a 
little  surprised,  however,  and  Collins  hroke  the  silence  c>f  the 
wood  by  asking  : 

"  Wher  ye  goin'  ?  " 

"  T'  your  house,  you  head  in'  for? 

"  T'  see  you,  "  fraid>:ly  answered  Collins. 
"  I  dreamed — "    They  began  in  one  voice. 
"  Well,  tell  yours.     suggested  Lane. 

"  1  dreamed  your  blamcil  old  cannon,  "  he  was  getting 
interested,  now.  but  he  diil  not  wish  to  >how  too  nuudi  excite- 
ment oviu*  a  dream.  I  (h-"amcd  your  bl;ime<l  old  cannon  lay 
eight  fathom  dee})  in  a  >ink-hole  eight  fathom  acros-.  and  on 
the  other  side  ot*  the  hole  tVom  our  bu(»y,  eight  fathom  

'•ATy  dream  exactly!"  interrupted  Lane,  who  had  been 
paling  as  Collins  ])rogiH<-e(L 

We  better  n:)t  wait  "till  thesuiiimer  cams  come  on,  had 
we  .1  innny  ?  " 

'*  No,  sir-re  I  Lets  l)c  otf  now  !  The  fog'll  lift  before  we 
can  get  over  tlu-re,  ami  besides,  if  it  don't  none  will  su-;pcct 
what  we  are  dr;iL:ging  lor,  "  and  as  Lane  linisluHl  he  cut  a 
small  fork  fmni  ;i  plum  trec>  and  taking  the  extrcanitii's  in 
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either  hand,  the  {)()int  nt"  uiiiiui  upwai-d,  \\v  jn-opnscd  to  take  it 
alon<;"  as  ]\v  had  located  huiKh'cds  oi'  wi  lls  hy  dowsing,  hcsides 
niakin<^"  womk'rt'iil  use  of  the  same  as  a  divining  rod  wlu'ii 
j)rosi)ecting  lor  l>iirie(l  tieasure  at  l^'rcMieh  Creek — a  story  that 
may  he  narrated  sometime  in  "  Lkcknda KV  Stokiks  oi'  the 

TnorSANI)   L^LANDS.  " 

The  two  men  st(>le  silently  down-shoro  to  their  hoat,  and 
a  moment  hiter  wcmv  h)st  in  the  (k'nse  toi;-  of  a  cold  s|)rin<;*s 
morning.  An  hour's  lahor  at  the  oars  i)riu_L:,in^  them  near  the 
r?pot  of  yesterday's  lind.  they  hegan  to  [)enetrate  the  fog  in 
search  of  the  huoy. 

I  caught  a  Li,lim[)<e  of  the  liasswood  and  I  dunno  hut 
we're  too  far  to  luard,    su_u_L:,ested  Lane. 

"  Lor'  ami_<;hty  I  Laek  \\vv  I  Lacker  I  A  sloop  to  star- 
hoard  I  "  roared  Collins.     Then  Lane  took  command. 

'•'Pull!  Ki_L;ht  hand.  I'iulit — he'll  run  u>  down  shor'  as 
preachin'  !  The  loonatick's  a  iollei'in'  us  at  every  mo\'e  I 
Steady,  now  plant  your  oars  ready  to  j)ull  or  push  for  life  the 
minit  he  gets  nigh  to  us.  " 

The  men  sat  rigid  as  statues,  their  oars  pointing  sti-aight 
out  from  the  hoat,  ready  to  hack  water  or  pull  away  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  approaching  crisis  might  deeree.  The  fog 
lifted  a  little  and  hoth  men  dropped  tlieir  oai-s  in  a.-tonishmeiit 
as  the  i)ig,  looming  sloop  sudfh'uly  i-ollapscd  into  the  huoy 
tliev  had  })Ut  out  with  their  own  hands  to  mai'k  the  anchor- 
age. 

"  What  in  natur  I  "  hegan  ( '((lliiis.  wa^  that  are  phantom 
some  u'  your  spookery  with  the  water  witeh  of  a  plum  sprout.  " 

"  It's  a  good  omen.  Ilein-y.  I  mind  >ome  sm-h  ex]>eri(nce 
Vu'fore.  Now,  say  I  Not  a  word  of  talk  after  we  get  within 
eight  fathom  of  the  huoy.  Mind,  now.  So  nnadi  as  a  word 
Would  spoil  all.     Why.  I  hel[)ed  dig  up  ('aj)tain   K  idd 's  treas- 
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ure  chest  on  Piu's  I'oot  Island,  and  stocxl  witli  ono  foot  on  the 
chest  and  a  luhlx-r  said.  '  ( iininu'  die  spade.  '  That  chest  shot 
out  from  uikKt  nie  and  1  droppod  down  thrr(^  leet  into  a  hole 
where  it  hiid.  '(linune  the  s[)ade,  '  said  he,  and  a  million  in 
i;-old  coin  went  into  the  howels  of  the  earth  with  a  (lash  and 
there  ware  a  smell  of  hrimstone  to  choke  ye.  Now  we'll  take 
soundin's. 

Four  fathoms  I  l*dve,  six — eiiiht  I  Seven,  live,  four,  and 
Lane  n^otioned  to  Collins  to  fall  away.  More  soundings  were 
rapidly  taken,  ami  in  a  short  time  the  hounds  of  the  pot-liole 
were  fairly  located.  They  di^covei-e(l  that  it  dro{)i>ed  off  pri - 
ci})itously  four  fathoms,  was  ei<j,ht  fathoms  wide,  as  many  in 
depth,  and  the  lead  showed  hard  hottom.  Tlu-y  then  set  ahout 
a  systematic  dra_u\uin^'  of  anchor  and  grapnel  in  the  ho})e,  if 
possihle,  of  ^ettin*; foul  of  the  French  uun  and  hi'inuin^-  it, 
chn,rixe  and  all,  to  tlu^  >ui-face.  Time*  and  a^ain  they  rowed 
over  the  charmed  spot  oidy  io  iind  their  lahor  vain. 

Collins  pointed  si<j,ni  ticantly  to  the  plum  sprout.  Fane 
nervouslv  !j,raspe<l  it  hy  the  ends,  held  it  out  from  his  hody, 
palms  upward,  and  gripped  the  hranches  whi^di  con\-eri:-ed  in 
an  uoly  knot  at  a  level  with  his  t-yes.  Perspiration  fell  from 
his  face  as  the  witcdi  pointed  a>tern. 

Collins  hacked  water. 

Down,  down  tuiMied  the  plum  sprout.  wrinain.U'  the  hark 
as  the  hoat  moved  slowly  over  the  hole."  Then  it  turned  up- 
waril  as  they  ])asse(l  heyoud  its  rim.  The  experiment  was 
tried  hv  a j)[>roa(.-hin^L:  the  [»oiiit  (»f  >tr<)iiL:,c'-t  attr;iction  trom 
ditferent  dii-ecti(.ns  until  it  was  well  locat»'(l.  Then  tlu*  an- 
chor and  i^rapnel  were  auain  hrouiihl  into  service  and  the 
course  draLmctl  o\-(^r  and  a^ain. 

Collins"  line  hrouuhi  up  solid  and  he  opened  Ins  li[)s  to 
speak,  but  a  warnin*^  look  iVom  Fane  lendnde  I  him  of  the 
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coiisequoneo.  Just  then  Lane's  liiu^  fouled  n\i  something 
equally  solid.  The  lines  were  strained  taut  and  the  hoat 
brought  to  a  position  directly  over  the  object.  Apiin  the])hnn 
sprout  was  tried,  and  thoy  were  not  sur})rised  when  it  turned 
straight  downward  and  stoppcnl  at  a  })erpendicular. 

Collins  drew  breath  as  it*  about  to  speak,  but  Lane  was 
watching  him  and  cut  ott'  the  words  fatal  to  success  betbre 
they  were  uttenMl. 

The  treasure-seekers  were  by  this  time  nearly  beside  them- 
selves with  excitement  in  which  fear  played  not  a  small  part. 
They  hove  tlie  side  of  the  boat  'down  until  the  water  almost 
came  in,  and  then  by  sti'p^.ing  over  to  the  o|)posite  side  i-ocked 
it,  the  while  taking  in  the  slack  of  the  ro[)es  as  they  gave  to 
the  strain.  After  repeated  efforts  the  object  upon  which  the 
anchors  had  foule(l  yielde(l,  and  was  bi'ought  slowly  and  1;'.- 
boriously  to  the  surface,  its  advance  heralded  by  l»ubbles  of 
gas. 

Covered  with  rust,  mud  and  black  ooze  the  l*'renchman's 
gun  lay  at  the  surface.  Thc^  })ri/.e  was  at  their  hngeis'  ends. 
Tremblingly  they  ])ulled  on  the  ropes  which  had  fallen  into 
notches  already  worn  in  the  wale.  So  interested  were  they 
that  they  did  not  hear  the  approach  of  another  boatman. 

Clank,  clank  ! 

The  clatter  and  s([ueak  of  a.  pair  of  heavy  oars  caught 
their  attention,  and  they  faced  about  as  one  man. 

A  large  boat,  propelleil  by  oars,  was  a])proaching,  the  sin- 
gle occupant  ]>ulling  a  long,  steady  stroke  in  time  with  the 
long,  lazy  swells  that  seeme<l  at  each  rise  ready  to  giv(^  up  the 
ettbrt  to  go  farther.  Vet  they  ceased  not,  but  ran  ahead  of 
the  long  sweep  of  the  oars  as  if  leasing  the  occupant  to  race. 

Clank,  clank  ! 
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Shade  of  (liai'on  !    The  Mood  of  the  lisheniieii  stood  still, 
and  their  amazenieiit  was  unhounded. 
The  oarsman  was  headless  ! 

Straight  toward  the  treasure  he  j)oiiited  his  boat,  sightless 
as  he  was,  and  his  severed  neek  showing  a  ghastly  wound  as 
he  bent  to  his  oars.  Steadily  he  forged  ahead  s;o  cdose  now 
that  the  ripple  around  thi^steni  eaine  to  their  ears.  The  boat 
"was  battered  and  scarred,  built  upon  strange  lines,  and  a  hole 
had  been  broken  into  her  bow  as  though  she  had  been  rak(Ml 
by  a  six-pounder.  Long  weeds  trailed  in  her  wake  which  ap- 
peared as  a  stream  of  tire,  and  mosses  tlourished  on  her  run- 
boards. 

All  this  and  more  the  tr(\'\sure-seekers  saw  in  less  time 
than  isrequirecl  to  relate  it.  Nearer  and  plainer,  now,  sounded 
the  chilling  

Clank,  clank  ! 

And  the  men  were  arous(^d  by  the  instinct  of  self-preser- 
vation. Each  seized  an  oar  in  one  hand,  with  the  other 
holding  to  the  rope  by  which  the  cninion  was  su-pcndcd.  Tiny 
were  now  thoroughly  alarmed  at  this  uncanny  visitor  wln>  oc- 
casionally turned  to  right  and  left  in  his  s<\it  as  if  looking  over 
liis  headless  shoulders  to  take  his  bearings,  or  perhaps  more 
pro])erly,  dead  reckonings. 

Now  I  "  shouted  Lane. 

"  Strike  I  "  echoed  Collins. 

Lalal  Words  '    The  chai-m  wa<  broken,  for  no  sooner  had 

the  men  spoken  as  with  one  voice  than  

lioom  I    Ini-r-r-gn  I 

The  cainion  was  lired  at  the  first  vocal  sound  and  burst 
into  a  thousand  fragments  while  its  precious  chai-ge  was  scat- 
tered over  the  wabte  of  waters  towar^l  the  rising  >un.  Doth 
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men  dropped  in  the  boat  and  for  a  niinnte  neitlier  conld 
speak. 

When  they  had  sulhe'uMitl y  nn-overed  their  senses  to  rise, 
the  ai)paration  lia<l  ^one  a))par(>ntly  as  swiftly  as  the  treasnre 
which  they  had  jnst  as  oood  as  secnred.  The  ro[)es  hnrned  off 
the  moment  the  disehari^e  occnrred  and  down  went  theanc-hor.s 
if  indeed  they  were  not  blown  to  atoms. 

Silently,  rnefnlly,  sadly  the  lishermen  shipped  their  oars 
and  pulled  away  for  home  as  stoutly  as  their  shattered  nerves 
and  disappointed  hopes  would  permit.  I^aeh  desired  to  put 
the  blame  of  failure  upon  the  other,  and  an  aruument  as  to 
who  spoke  first  and  tliu-^  dispelled  the  eliarm,  ended  in  a  j^oI- 
emn  agreement  never  to  reveal  a  word.  lUit  each  told  his 
wife,  she told  her  sister,  and  so  the  community  was  soon 
reveling  in  the  doubtful  story.  Year  after  yeai-  the  exact  spot 
is  shown  the  summer  guest,  an<l  to  the  incredulous  ])r()ofis 
forthcoming  when  with  lead  and  line  the  outlines  of  tlu^  I'iin 
to  the  potdiole  are  located  by  taking  soundings,  and  then  there 
is  the  Basswood  tree,  the  Point  and  the  Bay  to  contirm  the 
rest  of  the  story. 
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There  is  abundance  of  evidcnee  wliicli  «i:<)es  to  prove  that 
had  the  seene  of  events  in  r.on^l'cllow's  immortal  Hiawatha 
been  located  at  the  Thousand  Ishmds.  the  Manatoana,  or LJar- 
den  of  the  (ireat  Spirit,"  of  the  [i'0([uois  and  Aluoncjuins,  the 
poem  would  have  hcen  true  to  th(^  lc<;-endarv  ori<::in  of  Jliawa- 
tha.  Read  with  that  i(K'a  in  nnnd,  one  will  he  surprised  at 
the  many  strikin^^  [)ass{iues  wliicdi  a|)j)ly  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
with  more  force  than  to  the  Lake  Superior  reixion  in  which 
the  poet  has  depicted  th(^  princi[)al  events  of  the  leueiKh 

In  LS4o,  Ossaliinta  and  Deliatkatons.  two  Onondai^a 
chiefs:  related  tlie  legend  of  the  uod  of  lishini:-  and  rivers  to  Mr. 
Clark  who  carefully  wnjte  out  the  story  and  tiled  it  in  the 
archives  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  He  thus  trans- 
lates tlie  narration  <»f  the  two  chiefs  : 

Hundreds  of  years  auo,  Ta-oun-ya-wat-ha,  the  Deity  who 
presides  over  fisheries  and  streams,  came  (h)wn  from  his  dwell- 
ing })lace  in  the  clouds  to  visit  the  inhabitants  of  tlu^  earth. 
He  had  been  dejiutcd  hy  the  (ii'eat  and  (!ood  Spirit,  Ila-wa- 
lie-u,  to  visit  the  streams  and  clear  the  channels  from  all  (»h- 
struetions,  to  seek  out  the  good  things  ol'  th(^  country  through 
which  he  int<Mided  to  pa^s.  that  they  might  he  more  generally 
disseminated  among  all  the  good  people  of  the  earth — espe- 
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cially  to  point  out  to  tluMii  \\\v  most  excellent  lisliiii<r  orouiids, 
and  to  bestow  upon  tlieiii  otlicr  ac'C'eptn]>l('  ^il'ts.  Al)out  this 
time,  two  youiii]:  men  of  the  Oiioiidaua  Xjition  were  listlessly 
gazing  over  the  ealni  blue  waters  of  the  Lake  of  a  Thousand 
Isles.  J)uring  their  reverie  they  espied,  as  they  thought,  far 
in  the  distance,  a  sinule  white  spcek.  hcautifuUy  dancing  over 
the  bright  blue  waters,  and  while  they  watched  the  object 
with  the  most  intense  anxiety,  it  seemed  to  increase  in  magni- 
tude, and  moved  as  if  approaching  the  place  wliere  tliey  wore 
concealed,  most  anxiously  awaiting  the  event  of  the  visitation 
of  so  singular  an  object — for  at  this  time  no  canoes  had  ever 
made  their  ai)pearance  in  the  direction  froju  wiience  this  was 
approaching.  As  the  object  neared  t]\v  shore,  it  proved  in 
semblance  to  be  a  venerable  looking  man,  calmly  seated  in  a 
canoe  of  pure  white,  A'ery  curiously  constructed,  and  much 
more  ingeniously  wrought  than  those  in  us(^  among  the  tribes 
of  the  country.  Like  a  cygnet  upon  the  wide  bhie  sea,  so  sat 
the  canoe  of  Tivoun-va-wat-ha.  upon  the  Lake  of  a  Thousand 
Isles. 

As  a  frail  branch  drifts  towards  tlic  rushing  cataract,  so 
coursed  the  white  canoe  over  the  rip[)ling  waters,  ])ropelled  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  god  of  the  river.  I)eep  thought  sat  on 
the  brow  of  the  gray  headed  mariner;  penetration  mai-ked  hi- 
eye,  and  dee[)  dark  mystery  [)ervade(l  his  (.-ountenance.  With 
a  single  oar  he  silently  paddled  his  light  trinnned  bark  along 
the  shore,  as  if  si^'king  a  comnuKlious  liaNcn  of  rest.  He  soon 
turned  the  prow  of  his  fragile  vesstd  into  the  estuary  of  the 
"double  river.  "  iind  nxiulc  fast  to  the  western  shore.  lie  ma- 
jestically ascended  the  steej)  bank,  nor  st(»pped  till  he  had 
gained  the  loftiest  >unMnit  of  tlu>  wc-tei-n  bill.  Then  silently 
gazing  around  as  it'  to  examine  the  country,  he  became  en- 
chanteil  with  the  view,  and  drawiiiLi-  bi>  statelv  form  to  its 
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utmost  hei«:,"lit,  he  rxclaiiiu'd  in  accents  ot*  the  wildest  eniliu- 
siasm,  Osh-wali-kee,  Osli-wah-kee. 

He  api)r()aclie(l  the  two  vonn^-  hiuiters,  recounts  Dr. 
Hough,  gained  their  conlidence,  and  having  drawn  i'ronithein 
a  knowledge  of  the  diliiculties  under  whicdi  they  lahored,  dis- 
closed to  them  tlu.  sjiirituality  of  his  character,  and  the  object 
of  his  mission.  lie  invite(l  them  to  atti'ud  him  in  his  passage 
up  the  river,  and  they  witnes>ed  many  things  which  could 
only  be  accounted  for  as  miracles,  or  be  described  but  in  the 
wonders  of  Indian  niythoh  gy.  asceJidiMl   to  the  lesser 

lakes,  placed  all  things  in  pro[)er  order  for  the  comfort  and 
sustenance  of  man,  taught  them  how  to  cultivate  corn  and 
beans,  which  liad  not  before  ])een  grown  by  them,  niacb'  the 
fishing  ground  free,  and  opened  to  all  the  uninterrui)ted  pur- 
suit of  game.  He  distributed  among  mankind  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  removed  all  obstructions  from  the  navigable 
streams.  Being  pleased  with  his  success,  he  assumed  the 
character  and  habits  of  a  man,  and  i-eceived  the  name  lli-a- 
wat-ha,  (signifying  very  wise  man,"  )and  lixed  his  residence 
on  the  beautiful  shores  of  Cross  Lakt\  After  a  time,  the  coun- 
try became  alarme(l  hy  a  hostile  in\a-ion.  when  he  called  a 
council  of  all  the  tribes  from  the  east  and  the  west,  and  in  a 
long  harangiu^  urged  upon  them  the  importance  of  uniting 
themselves  in  a  league  tor  tin  ii-  connnon  defense  and  mutual 
happines.'^.  They  deliberatrd  u[)on  his  advice,  and  the  next 
(lay  ado})ted  and  ralitied  the  Ica^uc^  of  union  which  he  recom- 
mended, lli-a-wat-ha.  Iia\ing  broULiht  thi<  t'ouncil  to  a. 
close,  and  as  the  a>-eml)led  tribes  wrre  about  to  separate,  (jn 
their  return  home,  arose  in  a  dignitied  manuL'r.  and  tlius  ad- 
dressed them  : 

Friends  and  Ibcther-  ; — I  liave  now  fnllillcfl  my  jni>siou 
upon  caith  ;  1  have  done  everything  which  can  be  done  at 
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{)r(.'SOiit  for  the  i^ood  of  tliis  L!,i(>nt  {)('oj)I('.  Ai>t\  infirmity  and 
distress,  sit  lieavily  upon  inc.  During  my  sojourn  amoiijj,-  you 
I  have  rem()ve<I  all  ol )st ructions  from  your  streams.  Canoes 
can  now  pass  everywhere.  I  liave  ^iven  you  ^j^ood  iishin^ 
waters  and  good  huntiuLi'  .^rounds,  I  liave  tauiiht  you  how  to 
cultivate  corn  and  heans,  and  liave  learned  you  the  ai't  of 
making  eahins.  Many  hlessings  I  have  liherally  hestowed 
uj)on  you. 

Lastly,  1  have  ii(»w  assisted  you  to  form  an  everlasting- 
league  and  covenant  of  strength  and  friendship,  for  your  fu- 
ture safety  and  jn-otection.  If  you  preserve  it  without  the 
admission  of  other  people^,  you  will  always  \)c  free,  numerous 
and  mighty.  If  other  nat ions  are  a(hiiitted  to  y<»ur  councils, 
they  will  sow  jealousies  among  you,  and  you  will  hecome  en- 
slaved, few  and  feehle.  Kememher  these  woi'ds  :  they  are  the 
hist  you  will  hear  from  the  lips  of  lli-a-watdia.  Listen,  my 
friends,  the  (  Jreat-Master-ot-nreath  calls  me  to  go.  F  have 
patiently  waited  his  summons.     I  am  ready:  I'arewell.  *' 

As  the  wise  man  cl<»-ed  his  speech,  there  huist  upon  the 
ears  of  the  assemhled  multitude,  the  cheerful  sounds  of  the 
most  delightful  singing  voices.  The  whole  sky  seemed  tilled 
with  the  sweetest  melody  of  celestial  music  ;  and  TleaviMTs 
high  arch  echoed  and  rc-(,H*hoed  the  touching  strains,  till  the 
whole  vast  assenihly  was  completely  ahsorhed  in  rapturous 
I'Cstasy.  Amidst  the  genei-al  confusion  which  now  prevailiMl, 
and  while  all  eyes  were  tunieil  towards  tlu^  etherial  i-egioiis, 
Ili-a-watdia  was  seen  niaie-tically  >eatcd  in  his  canoe,  grace- 
tully  ri>ing  higluM-  and  higiier  ahovc  their  heads  thi'ough  the 
air,  until  he  hecame  entirelv  lo<t  fiom  the  view  of  the  assem- 
hleil  throng,  who  witne<-ed  lii<  wondert"ul  ascent  in  mute  and 
admiring  astoni>!.iiient — while  the  fiscinating  music  grad- 
ually became  more  plaintive  and  low,  and  liually  sweetly  ex- 
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pired  in  the  softest  tones  upon  their  ears,  as  the  wise  man 
Hi-a-wat-ha,  the  i^od-like  Ta-oun-ya-wat-ha,  retired  from  their 
sight,  as  mysteriously  as  he  first  appeared  from  Tlie  Lake  of  a 
Thousand  IsK's,  and,  eonehuK's  I)r.  Jh)U<;li,  (juietly  entered 
the  regions  inliahited  oidy  hy  the  favorites  of  tlie  great  and 
good  spirit  J  hi-\vah-ne-u. 

That  the  reaih-r  may  the  hetter  uuiU'i-stand  the  h'gend  (»f 
which  these  [)ages  treat,  a  j)ortion  of  Longfellow's  *'  Song  of 
Hiawatha  "is  here  reproduced  : 

THE   I'KACK  I'll'i:. 

On  the  ^Fountains  of  the  Prairie, 
On  the  great  Red  Lipe-sloue  (Quarry, 
(fitche  Manito,  the  nnglity. 
He  the  ^Lister  of  Life.  de>eending, 
On  the  red  crags  of  tlu'  (juarry, 
Stood  erect,  and  called  the  nations, 
Called  the  trihes  of  men  together. 

From  his  footprint.^ flowed  a  river. t 
Lea})ed  into  the  hght  of  morning. 
O'er  the  preci])ice  })lungiiig  downward 
Oleanied  like  Ishhoodali,  the  eomet. 
And  the  spirit,  stooping  earthward. 
With  his  linger  o\i  the  meadow 
Traced  a  winding  pathway  for  it. 
Saying  to  it,  "  Run  in  this  way  I  " 

From  the  red  stone  of  the  (piarry 
With  his  hand  he  hroke  a  t'lMumeiit, 
^^ouldcd  it  into  a  pipe-head. 
Shaped  and  fasliioiic<l  it  with  figures: 
From  the  margin  of  the  river 
Took  a  long  reed  for  a  pipe->tem. 
*  The  Gretit  Lukes.    +  Tho  St.  Luwieuce. 
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With  it.s  (Uirk  <ir('en  hnivos  upon  it  ; 
Filled  the  pipe  with  hark  of  w  illow, 
With  the  hark  of  the  red  willow  ; 
Breathed  upon  the  jieighhoriii^j.-  forest, 
Made  its  <i:reat  hoii^^hs  chafe  to^etlier, 
Till  in  fhiiue  they  ]»urst  and  kiiidhd  ; 
And  erect  \ij)oii  the  iiioiiiitaiiis, 
Cfitehe  Maiiito,  the  niiulity, 
Smoked  the  (/ammkt,  thk  pKAc  j:-rji' 
As  a  si<^nal  to  the  nations. 

And  the  smoke  rose  slowly,  slowly, 
Throut;h  the  tran([uil  air  of  morninj^', 
First  a  single  line  of  darkness. 
Then  a  denser,  hluer  vapoi-, 
Then  a  snow-white  cloud  unfoldinp:, 
Like  the  tree-tops  of  the  forest, 
Ever  rising,  rising,  rising, 
Till  it  touched  the  top  of  heaven, 
Till  it  hroke  against  the  heaven, 
And  rolled  outward  all  around  it. 

From  the         of  Tawasentha, 
From  the  A^dlev  of  Wyoming, 
From  the  (Jroves  of  Tuscaloosa, 
From  the  far-off  Rocky  Mountains, 
From  the  North ern  lakes  and  rivers 
All  the  trihes  beheld  the  signal, 
Saw  the  distant  smoke  ascending, 
Tlie  Pukwana  of  the  Peace-Fijte. 

And  the  Prophets  of  the  nations 
Said  :     Behold  it.  ihv  Pukwana  ! 
By  this  signal  tVom  afar  (»ir, 
Uciiding  like  a  wand  of  willow, 
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Wtiviiii;-  like  a  lunid  lliat  lu'ckoiis, 
(iiU'he  Mnnito.  the  iiiiolily, 
(alls  the  tribes  of  nu'ii  to^j^ctlicr, 
(alls  the  warriors  to  liis  council  !  " 

Down  the  rivers,  o'er  llic  prairies. 
(  ame  the  warriors  of  the  nations, 
Came  the  Delawares  and  Ahihawks. 
(ame  the  Choetaws  and  Canianches, 
Came  the  Shoshones  and  lUackl'cet. 
(ame  the  Pawnees  an<l  ()nialias. 
Came  the  ^fan(hins  and  l)ac(>tahs. 
Came  the  Ilurons  and  Ojih\vny<, 
.VII  the  warriors  drawn  to<:etlici' 
By  the  signal  ot"  the  iVace-Pipe, 
To  the  ]\Iountaiir^  of  tlie  Pi'airic. 
To  the  great  IJed  Pi[)e-stonc  (^>uarry. 

And  they  stood  tliei-i^  on  the  ]nead<»w 
AVith  their  wea[)ons  and  their  wai'-ucar. 
Painted  like  the  leav(\<  of  Autumn. 
I'ainted  like  the  sky  of  morinnu. 
\\Aldly  glai'ing  at  c-ach  other  ; 
In  tlu'ir  face>  stern  th'tiance. 
In  their  hearts  the  t'v\\i\>  of  aLi'cs. 
The  hereditary  hatred. 
The  aneotral  thirst  of  \-cnu(  anee. 

(iitehe  Manito,  the  mighty, 
The  creator  of  the  nation>. 
Looked  upon  thcin  with  coinpa--ion. 
With  })atcrjial  lose  and  pity  ; 
Looked  upon  their  wrath  and  wranizlin 
Hut  as  ([uarrels  anionu'  chihhcn. 
Put  as  feuds  and  li-hts  of  chihh-en  ! 
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Own-  tlii  iii  lie  strctclKMl  Ins  ri^lit  lunid 
To  sulxluc  tlu'ir  >tiil)l»()rii  iiiitiiics. 
To  allay  tlu-ir  tliirsl  aii<l  fever, 
l^y  the  shadow  of  liis  ri^ht  hand  ; 
Spake  to  them  with  voiee  majestic 
As  the  sound  of  I'ar-otf  waters. 
Falling-  into  deep  ahysses, 
Warninii',  chidin«i\  spake  in  this  wise:  — 

"  ()  my  ehildreii  I  my  j)ooi"  children  I 
Listen  to  the  woi'ds  of  wisdom. 
Listen  to  the  words  of  warninu'. 
From  the  li]»s  of  the(ireat  Sj»ii-it, 
From  the  ^fastir  of  Lite,  who  made  }'ou 

1  liave  L»iven  \'ou  lands  to  hunt  in, 
I  have  oiven  you  streams  to  lish  in, 
I  have  given  you  In'ar  and  hison, 
I  liave  uiveii  you  roe  and  reiudeer, 
I  have  given  you  hrant  and  heaver. 
Filled  the  marshes  full  of  wild-fowl. 
Filled  the  rivers  full  of  fishes  ; 
Why  tluMi  are  you  not  contented? 
Why  then  will  you  hunt  each  other? 

"  1  am  weary  of  your  (juariels. 
Weary  of  your  wars  and  hloodshed. 
Weary  of  your  prayers  tor  vengeance, 
Of  your  ^\  l•an^liugs  and  dissensions  ; 
All  your  strength  i<  in  your  union. 
All  your  danger  is  in  discoi-d  : 
Therelore  he  at  pi-ace  henceforward. 
And  as  l)rotlier-  li\'e  together. 

"  I  will  send  a  pro[)het  to  you, 
A  Deliverc^r  of  the  nations, 
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Who  shall  ;iui(K'  you  and  shall  tcarh  you. 

Who  shall  toil  and  suflrr  with  you. 

If  you  listen  to  his  counsels, 

You  will  niulti[)ly  and  [U'osper  ; 

If  his  warnings  pass  uidu'iMh^l, 

You  will  fade  away  and  perish  I 

"  Bathe  now  in  th(^  stream  het'oi-e  you, 
^\'ash  the  wai-i)aint  from  your  faees, 
Wash  the  hlood-stains  from  your  tin^«j.ers, 
Bury  your  war-eluhs  and  your  wea})ons, 
Break  the  red  stone  from  this  (piarry, 
Mould  and  make  it  into  Peace-Pipes, 
Take  the  reeds  that  5j:ro\v  beside  you. 
Deck  them  with  your  l)ri^liie>t  feathers, 
Smoke  the  calumet  touether. 
And  as  brothers  live  hencetbrwaid  I 

Then  upon  the  ground  the  warriors 
Threw  their  cloaks  and  shirts  of  (l(>erskin, 
Threw  their  weapons  and  their  war-^ear, 
Leaped  into  the  rushinu"  river. 
Washed  the  war-paint  from  their  faces. 
Clear  above  them  Mowed  the  water. 
Clear  and  limpid  from  the  foot[)rints 
Of  the  ^bister  of  Life  descinidinu-  : 
•Dark  below  them  ilowed  the  water. 
Soiled  and  stained  with  streak^  of  crimson. 
As  if  blood  were  nn'nuled  with  it  ! 

From  the  i-iver  ca!ni>  the  warriors. 
Clerni  and  wa-hed  tVom  all  thcii"  \\ai'-[tainl 
On  the  bank>  tlirir  chib>  they  l»uried. 
Buried  all  their  ^\■arbke  weaj)<»n<. 
Gitchc  Maiiito,  ihe  iuighty, 
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The  (J rout  Spirit,  the  civator, 
Siiiilod  upon  liis  helpless  child rcii  I 

And  in  silence  all  the  warriors 
Broke  the  red  stone  of  the  ([uarry, 
Smoothed  and  formed  it  into  lVace-Pi{)es, 
Uroke  the  lono;  nvds  l»y  the  rivei', 
Deeked  them  with  their  hri^htcst  feathers, 
And  departed  each  one  homeward. 
While  the  Master  of  J.ife,  ascending, 
Throu^li  the  openinu'  of  cloud-curtains, 
Throu;j,h  the  doorways  of  the  lieaviMi, 
\^anished  from  before  their  faces. 
In  the  smoke  that  rolled  around  him. 
The  Pukwana  of  the  Peace-Pipe. 
The  Indian  name  for  Fivnch  creek,  in  the  village  of 
Chiyton,  was  \\'eterinohra-( aientere,  the  'M^'allen   Fort,  "  or 
perha})S  more  literally,  ''the  i)lace  where  the  hills  fell  down.  " 
An  aneient  and  rude  fortification  at  the  mouth  of  I'rench 
Creek  was  the  traditional  boundary  line  between  the  Iro(piois 
and  Al<ion(pun  nations  whom  the  first  white  navigator  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  found  engaged  in  a  war  which  began  before 
time  was  fixed  even  by  uncertain  tradition. 

The  war  was  said  to  liave  originated  with  a  hunting  par- 
ty composed  of  a  half  dozen  young  men  of  each  nation.  ( )ne 
party  followed  an  elk  nuuiy  leagues  and  returned  without 
game  whatsoevi'r.  The  other  {)arty  then  <el  out  and  meeting 
with  innnediate  success  the  lately  van(iuishe(l  paity  was  com- 
pelled to  do  s((unw  work — -]>:inniuu.  dres-ing  and  cooking. 
The  jealousy  of  th<'  lattei'  was  now  aggravatecl  by  humiliation, 
and  a  feud  was  engendered  which  theii'  lew  living  de>cendant>- 
secretly  cherish  to  this  day. 

This  feud  was  precipitated  long  after  the  advent  of  Ilia- 
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wjitlia,  tho  river  mxl,  mid  in  violation  of  liis  a<l mon il ioiis.  Af- 
ter this  iiiurdi'rou,-  war  had  hcen  canned  on  nian\'  \'(/ai's  the 
hiiid  was  taken  from  the  Mississa.iinas  1>\'  the  (Jreat  Spirit  \\\ut 
was  more  than  evei-  disph-ased  with  Ids  eliosen  whom  lie  had 
placed  in  the  Maiiatoana.  this  (lardeii  of  I'Men,  only  to  have 
the  eompaet  ot"  peace  rudidy  \-ioIated. 

An  island  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  opposite  Clayton,  presents 
in  the  contour  of  its  chores,  and  general  toj)o;irapli\\  a  won- 
derful resemhlance  to  an  Indian  }>ipe.  and  for  this  reason  lono- 
ago  it  was  calle(l  ( 'a HM i:t.  This  island  it  is  claimed  is  no 
othei"  than  the  ('aluniet.  the  ^iuantic  i*eace-Pipe.  smoked 
( ritclie  Manito,  the  mighty,  "  as  a  signal  to  the  nations,"  the 
;iscendin,u-  smoke  from  which  attracte<l  the  attention  of  the 
Pro[)hets  of  the  nations  upon  whose  intei-pretatioii  tla;  trihes 
of  men  were  immediately  calle<l  together  at  .\hinatoana.  the 
(iarden  of  the  (iix^at  Spii-it.  the  .Mille  lies  of  the  f'rencli  voy- 
agours,  the  Thousand  Islands  of  today. 

(litche  Manito  sent  messengers  to  hear  away  the  counti'v 
of  the  Mississaguas  and  they  i-anie  with  a  gi'eat  skin  hlanket 
which  was  let  down  hy  the  four  coi'iiers.  Into  this  hlanket 
Manatoana.  the  (iarden  of  the  <ireat  Spirit,  with  it>  rivers, 
lakes  and  mountains,  was  carefully  placi  d,  the  great  ( 'alumet 
in  tlu^  center.  The  hlanket  with  its  hurdeii  was  home  away 
skywai'd.  hut  as  the  wondering  M is-i.-saguas  ga/ed  u[)ward 
they  were  terrilie<l  at  d i-co\-ei-ing  that  the  me-sengers  had 
broki-n  their  hold.  The  garden  and  the  great  hhmket  came 
tumhling  down  and  wa>  hrokeii  int(»  a  thousand  fragments — 
and  thu<  originated  iIh'  Thon>and  Island^.  The  ( 'alumet  was 
fairly  pul\-eii/.<  <l.  a  token  that  the  covenant  heiween  the(ireat 
Sj)irit  and  the  nation^  wa-  no  more.  The  Mississaguas  were 
no  longer  the  eho-ell  |)eoph'  They  had  hrokiMl  the  [)ledge  to 
keep  peac(^  among  lhem-elve<  and   (dtche  Manito  had  made 
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his  an.<>er  inaiiifcst  by  tlic  si<;nirK-aiit  break iii^' of  the  (.'ahuiict. 
the  \n\)v  of  p('a(*(\ 

JIoiK'o,  ^\'ctlM■in,^lll•a-(  Ju(Mit('i'i\  ''the  jilacc  wIum'c^  the  liills 
fell  (h:)\vii.  " 


Daniel  Hillikin,  American. 


Your  gmndfatlior  and  I  settled  in  this  neiuldjorliood  in 
1800,  making  the  h)ng  journey  from  Conneeticut  with  one 
horse  and  a  pair  of  oxen.  eanipiiiLi,-  by  the  w<iy  wlierever  ni^ht 
overtook  us.  \\\»  were  married  hut  a  tew  days  hetore  setting 
out,  and  you  may  be  sure  it  was  not  a  hixui'ious  we(l(hng 
journey,  hut  stout  liearts  and  bright  ho[»es  kept  us  good  com- 
pany. 

()ur  new  liome  overh)oke(l  Lake  Ontario,  whieli  seenu-fl 
to  me  broad  as  tlie  oeean,  Ibr  no  ti'aee  of  the  farther  sliore 
could  he  seen.  Full  live  years  we  worked  from  daylight  to 
dark,  and  then  had  really  less  than  we  brought  with  us.  Your 
father,  no,  grandfather,  was  a  tanner  and  currier  and  had 
often  talked  of  returning  to  his  trad(\  but  ]\c  could  not  read- 
ily get  such  emj)loyment  even  in  this  new  country.  One  day 
lu'  came  from  F.a  Famine,  and  (uniiiig  the  hoi'-e  loo>(>  at 
the  door,  came  in  and  -at  by  the  lirejtlace  in  -ileuce  a  long 
time.  My  heart  sank  when  he  did  speak.  W'e  were  to  leave 
our  liomc  and  iny  ])ai-ents,  wh«>  had  tbllowcd  us.  and  g(j  to 
Canada,  where  he  had  contracted  to  work  us  foreman  in  a 
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tannery,  and  was  to  itc(U\i'  ciLilit  dollars  in  gold  cvcrv  week 
for  his  servicrs.  Jt  was  a  ijold  stroke  wliieh  to  our  minds 
foretold  great  wealth,  and  yet  we  were  reluctant  to  leave  our 
little  clearing  and  go  anu»ng  a  strange  jteople  in  a  foreign  land. 
Besides,  the  thought  ot"  living  within  the  king's  (loniains  was 
not  pleasant. 

Rumors  of  troid)le  hetwei^ai  the  young  rejjnhlie  and  (treat 
Britain  had  reaeheil  us  t'rom  time  to  time,  hut  the  single  new  s- 
paper thateame  fortnightly  said  I'higland  dare  not  light  again, 
hesides  should  there  he  war,  Canada  would  side  with  us  and 
it,  too,  heeome  free.  At  length  our  t'eai's  were  put  aside  and 
we  left  hy  sail,  there  were  no  steamers  then,  and  two  days 
later  landed  far  u})  the  Canadian  shore  at  a  little  village  con- 
taining a  church,  a  few  log  houses  and  the  tannery  >toi-e. 

For  a  while  we  saved  mone\',  ljut  w  ith  the  ugly  w  ar  news 
the  times  grew  harder  and  harder  until  we  were  compi  lled  to 
take  store  pa\' entirely.  When  war  was  actually  (leclare(l  your 
grandfatlau-,  and  the  four  Americans  he  had  hi-ouglit  with 
him,  decided  to  retuj-n  home  since  in  tla'  heat  of  argument 
they  had  already  gotten  into  trouhle  with  the  tannery  hands. 
They  were  good  workmen  a.nd  had  ohtained  such  fivor  with 
the  contractors  that,  to  induce  them  to  stay,  the  pay  in  gold 
was  n'sume<l  and  they  were  assured  that  should  they  re'main 
they  would  he  exempt  from  military  dut\'.  Then  came  the 
report  that  the  iiritish  had  hurned  lioston.  That  decided  oui- 
])eople  that  they  must  go  hack  and  (h'leiid  their  homes,  hut 
they  tarried  a  few  days  in  the  hope  that  it  was  a  fal-c  rejxnt 
made  to  encourage  loyalty  in  tlu'  (  anadas. 

One  morning  we  heai'd  the  hooming  of  cannon  at  ^'oI■k, 
now  Toronto,  and  oui-  men  made  n(»  ellort  to  conceal  theirjoy 
at  (ieneral  l'ike'>  hold  attack  and  >uh>eijnent  caj)ture  of  the 
eity.     All  Canada  was  in  high  vludgeon,  and  our  little  colony 
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sutfcTc'd  its  share  oi'ahiisc,  and  we  were  ^ivcn  to  uiidLTstaiid 
that  \vv  inii>t  I'cprcss  our  t'cchiius  or  sutlc'i'  the  conscciiK  iiccs. 
Although  the  season  was  advaucini;-  and  lake  navipition  (hm- 
gerous,  tlie  Americans  heuan  at  once  the  secret  construction  of 
a  large  bateau  in  w  hich  we  were  all  to  return.  Kveiw  man  in 
the  village  was  order^^l  to  arm  and  report  at  the  church  whence 
they  were  to  march  to  the  reca))tur(»  of  ^'ork  "^'ou  ma\-  Ix- 
sun?  haste  was  made  in  the  construction  of  the  hoat,  thehuild- 
ers  j)aying  no  heed  to  the  warning  to  e(|uip  lor  wai'.  It  was 
complete(l  two  days  after  the  militia  had  de[)arted,  and  our 
hopes  ran  high  while  loading  it  with  stores  for  the  return  to 
home,  friends  and  country. 

While  thus  engaged  six  mounted  redcoats  ap[)eared  u[)(»n 
the  rise  above  us  and  demandecl  a  suri-en<lei'.  Our  m(Mi  were 
armed  and  had  agreed  to  light  if  the  ollicers  came  to  press 
them  into  the  service,  but  your  grandtather  was  the  (»nly  one 
to  stand  his  ground  and  tii-(\  His  shot  was  retunu'd  with  a 
volley,  and  he  fell  with  a  bullet  in  hi<  arm,  Spi-ingingto  his 
feet  be  began  to  reload,  and  a>  the  soldiers  wer*'  pi'cparin;:  to 
fire  another  volley  I  ran  in  front  of  him  and  flai'rd  them  to 
shoot  a  woman.  J)lood  trickled  tVom  his  hand,  and  as  I  tried 
to  bandage  his  wound  the  brutal  -oldiers  closed  about  us  and 
your  grandfather  was  bound  to  a  saddle  brfoi-e  I  could  diHss 
his  arm  whicdi  hung  limp  at  his  -ide.  ddiey  started  a  way  and 
r  attempted  to  follow,  but  the  soldiers  threatened  to  shoot  nie 
also  if  I  made  further  ado.  My  hu.-band  bade  me  return  t(» 
the  house  and  mind  the  ehildren.  an<l  as  they  galloped  away 
I  saw  a  pi>tol  held  to  his  head  tor  >houting  to  me  that  he 
would  be  back  that  voi-y  ni^lit. 

1  watched  them  out  of  sight,  and  then  with  a  breaking 
heart  entered  the  cabin.  ddx  re  I  tound  Kulli  Si  phi'oiiia  and 
Thankful  Amanda  armed  with  lable  knives  in  cmululion  uf 
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the  spirit  of  Amcric-a,  \vliiU>  little  As;i  l'J)eiH'/.ei*  was  pouriii*^- 
powder  from  the  lioni  into  his  milk. 

The  vision  of  theii'  })0()r  wounded  ("ather.  borne  awav  to 
an  unknown  late  was  helnre  me  day  and  nijj.ht,  and  I  nearly 
worried  myself  into  insanity.  Week  after  week  wore  away 
and  yet  no  word  eame  to  relieve  my  distress  or  eonlirm  my 
fears.  FreijUent  storic>s  of  hutelieries  hy  Indians  employed  in 
the  British  serviee  kept  me  in  eonstant  alai-m  h-st  such  a  fate 
overtake  me  and  my  helpless  eliildren.  OftiMi  J  took  the'm 
into  tho  woods  when  Indians  were  in  the  nei.i;"hl)orliood,  an<l 
eame  baek  only  wlww  compelled  hy  eold  and  hunirer.  There 
were  few  neiiihhors  left,  and  tl:  •  e  [  dare  imA  trust  for  there 
were  among  them  those  whom  I  believed  had  informed  the 
officers  of  our  intended  depai'ture.  As  the  wint(M"  eame  on  a 
sense  of  my  utter  loneliness  bore  nu'  down,  and  to  return  to 
my  parents  became  the  whole  subject  of  my  thouL;ht.  it 
would  soon  be  a  ])hysieal  necessity  since  the  provisions  were 
low  and  the  money  ivduced  to  a  sini^le  liold  coin.  In  the  fear 
of  bcin<2."  niassacred  the  few  peopl(«  in  the  village  were  pre- 
paring to  leave,  anil  at  this  I  was  deternnned  to  face  any  dan- 
ger than  remain  entirely  alone. 

To  recross  the  lake  at  this  season  wa^  next  to  im[»ossible, 
even  for  ex[)erienced  sailors.  I  knew  the  St.  Lawrence  river 
must  be  frozen  over  at  Kinuston  which  was  strongly  garri- 
soned by  the  British.  A  woundi'd  soldii-r  brought  me  word 
that  your  grandfather  had  been  taken  to  that  ])ost  for  trial, 
and  that  settle(l  a  purpo>e  to  return  that  wav  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  my  husband,  if  but  Ibr  a  mounMit.  .\  farmer  was  en- 
gaged to  carry  u<  to  Kimiston.  and  after  nearly  a  week's  trav- 
el in  dtH>p  snow  wi^  reached  the  barrac]<<.  Thi>  fai'iuer  mad(^ 
luipury  for  my  husb.ind  niid  wa^  told  thai  he  had  been  taken 
to  Montreal  and  shot  for  treason. 
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I  did  not  faint — woiiicii  did  not  have  the  lial)it  then — 
iieitlier  was  I  greatly  surprised,  for  I  had  already  learned 
soniethini;-  of  the  severity  of  martial  law.  There  was  no  time; 
to  shed  hitter  tears  over  our  utterly  forlorn  eondition,  and  to 
make  the  situation  eonipletely  dismal,  the  river  at  this  j)oint, 
where  I  had  hoped  to  cross,  was  a  sea  of  lloatin*:-  ice.  Home 
seemed  as  far  away  as  at  the  outset. 

AVe  were  kindly  eared  for  at  a  Iolc  tavern  hy  the  landlady, 
herself  American  Ix^rn,  until  the  lii-st  fair  day,  when  T  reso- 
lutely set  out  with  my  thive  children  to  lind  a  crossin*^- farther 
down  the  Kiver.  It  was  said  thei'e  was  tirm  ice  from  shore  to 
shore  at  l>rockville,  tifty  miles  distant,  hut  the  task  did  not 
appall  me  for  the  hope  of  oettint;"  my  ciiildren  to  their  grand- 
parents .Leave  me  courage.  Bravely,  then,  we  traveled  a  coun- 
try filled  with  hostih?  Indians  and  soldiers,  to  ]\\y  mind  om* 
fully  as  wicked  as  the  other,  remaining-  over  ni^ht  with  the 
settlers  except  once  when  the  distance  between  neiiihhors  was 
too  far  to  be  covered  in  a  day.  AVe  i>assed  that  in^ht  by 
the  remains  of  a  lire  not  three  hours  deserte(l.  and  ate  a  little- 
dried  venison  which  a  farmer's  wife  had  put  in  the  hand  of 
one  of  the  children  as  we  left.  Owv  mornin<i,-  a  threat  hullaba- 
loo was  raised  about  the  house  of  some  kind  people  who  eared 
for  us  by  making-  a  bed  on  l\\v  lloor  in  front  of  the  (ire[»lace. 
Aloud  raj)  at  the  dooi',  then  a  urulf  voice  <houted  : 

"  Open  and  suri-end^'r  or  wt'  will  tire  the  hou>e  ! 

In  alarm  the  door  was  thrown  open  and  twenty  drai^oons 
wcMV  discovered  about  the  little  hut.  .\n  otlicer  looke(l  about 
the  house  sharply  and  said  inlormatioii  had  reached  him  that 
{1  fennde  spy  was  harbored  within  and  nmst  lio  with  him  to 
the  barracks,  as  well  as  the  farmer  who>e  loyalty  he' said  thev 
now  had  I'eason  to  >u>pec  t.  1  presented  myM'lf  and  childi-en 
and  told  the  <tory  of  my  travels.      Our  pitiful  condition  must 
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have  shaiiK'd  liiiii.  I'ov  ni'lcv  coiisultiiiL:  with  aiiotlici-  nfjicci- 
and  askiiiL:  nic  a  ^rcat  many  (jncstions.  lie  tlircw  a  sihrr  |»i('cr 
into  {\iv  <l()()i-  and  tluy  rcxlc  away. 

'I'hc  dear  Lord  only  knows  what  we  -n tiered  the  ncx t  day, 
fai-in^  a  stin^inL;  northei-  w  liirh  canu-  np  after  the  rain  nt'  ihe 
niuht  het'oi'e.  Hn.  on,  1  went.  carryiiiLi  first  one  chiM  and 
then  the  other,  and  -oinetiines  two.  An  occasional  _i;lini|)<c  of 
the  Anua-ican  >hoi-e  had  kept  n[>  niy  c(»n!-au-e  all  aloni:  the 
weary  miles,  hnt  of  movinu'  ice  pi-evented  my  ero.->in<j,-. 

Home  almost  in  ^i^lit.  yet  fai\  fai-  away,  and  I  was  so  weaiw. 
The  trial  was  icllini:-  npon  the  children  too,  and  1  prayed  that 
they  mi_uht  he  L^iven  sri'enuth  from  ahove  nntil  we  eros>ed  the 
\\]]vs  and  eame  amonij,-  my  own  conntry men. 

I  eut  the  village  of  lirockville  >hoi"t.  feai'inLi"  another  or- 
deal of  heinu  mistaken  loi-  a  spy.  Another  hour's  travel 
broiio-ht  us  to  a  point  w  here  the  iee  seemed  firm  all  the  way 
aeross  to  Morristown.  wheri^  wei'e  statione(l  Ameriean  troops. 

As  W(>  struek  out  on  the  ice  the  children  were  knee  deep 
in  the  water,  and  ahour  u>  were  whirli)ool>  caused  hy  the  wa- 
ter drawing-  down  thi<)UL;,h  airholes  in  the  iee.  [  shuddered 
at  these  dark  voi-te.\e>.  in  size  sutlicient  to  swallow  u-  at  a 
«;ulp,  and  it  was  oidy  hy  windinu  and  turniiiLi'  that  weavoide*! 
those  new  dangers.  Would  either  ot'  my  three  hahe^  <ur\  i\'e 
sueli  unnatural  exposure  ?  Would  the  trail  hi  id^e  .-uppo]-r 
us".'*  We_w(aild  face  >till  greater  dangers  i-ather  than  turn 
hack.  The  watei-  fro/e  to  our  skirt>.  the  weary  litile  leei 
(li"aui:-e<l  hea\  il\'  at  mv  -ide.  and  I  t"elt  the  hold  on  m\-  dres> 
weakeninu'  as  the  h-o>td>itten  linger.-  hccame  luunh,  and  — 
heavens,  was  my  hahy  hoy  tVee/iuL:'  in  m\-  arm>.  I  >tro\<' 
blindly  on  willinu-  to  die  it'  \  couM  hut  lict  m\'  peri-hiiu:  chil- 
dren to  tViend-. 

A  loud  shout  >t:iriled  my  heart  into  feverish  aeiion  at  the 
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thought  of  help,  only  to  all  l>ut  stop  at  tlii'  tVar  of  anotlicr  cii' 
counter  with  the  n  (hM)at>.  Hiitthr  L()i'<l  i^  ^(l(Ml.  I  rcc()L:ni/.(< I 
the  iinifonii  of  the  Aniciicaii  militia,  and  the  next  iiioniciit 
stroll arms  horc  us  all  a('r(;s<  t ho  ti'cachcroii- chaniicl  to  ii niici- 
ice  where  the  (Ira^oons  were  wa.itiu^"  to  make  a  speedy 
^vith  us  to  the  harraeks  at  Morri^town.  The  children,  scarce- 
ly ahle  to  speak,  wei'e  I'olled  in  hlaid<e(s  hy  the  surLzcon's  wife 
who  dared  not  hrin^  ihem  to  the  lire,  and  in  a  few  days 
recovered  their  wontc(l  a.clivity.  When  my  story  was  told  1 
heard  many  thi'eats  amon^-  the  ronuh  ti-oop(>rs,  one  actuallx' 
proposinu'  to  cross  and  hurn  Ih'nckville  thai  very  niLiht. 

.Vfter  remaining-  a  few  days  we  were  sullicicntly  recovei-ed 
to  resume  our  journey,  hut  we  did  no  more  walking,  (hii- 
new  friends  pr(»\  ided  a  way  f<>r  us  nearly  half  the  dista.nce. 
and  the  remainder  we  c(>vere(l  hy  short  I'idcs  with  nei_Lihh( )is. 
It  was  with  a  hea\y  ln'art  that  1  apprnached  the  scene  of  our 
first  hc.usekeepinLi.  hcsides  the  time  had  now  come  when  my 
children  must  learn  the  truth  of  their  fa(lua''s  ahseiice.  My 
parcMits  were  overjoyed  at  our  return  and  receive<l  us  a.s 
from  the  dead.  I  houuht  eii^ht  yards  of  hlack  calico  and  made 
it  into  a  di'e-s  for  Sumlavs.  Tlu-  winter  pa->e(l  slowly  eiiouiih 
and  when  the  l)ir<ls  came  with  spi-inii  I  was  moi-e  than  e\-er 
dislR'artenetl  as  each  note  seemed  to  rec:dl  the  happy  j)lans 
we  had  made  tor  c-on vertini^  our  forest  home  into  a  hlooininii- 
field. 

One  Sunday  I  had  a  call  from  Xeii^hhoi-  Rashach.  whose 
poor,  weak  wW'v  had  died  of  the  fever  

"Well,  you  needn't  "a  thought  I  wa--  dead.  hi'oke  m 
txrandfather  a  little  >nappi-hly.  and  to  our  -ui'jua>e  he  told 
the  remaindei-of  the  -toi'y  Iiim-elf  in  tlie>e  Word.-  ; 

When  the  dra.Liooiis  captured  me  I  wa-  in  Lireat  pain  tVom 
niv  Wound,  hut  the  otlicer>  made  no  oiler  to  handaec  m\'arm, 
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not  even  after  i-cncliinu-  York.  In  the  uniTisdii  llic  only  at- 
tention r  liad  was  to  cliaiiU"  1  t  >  :\  \n)<t  likr  a  slnve,  .-iiid 
have  a  eold  mcnl  l»r()n'_!,lit  once  a  day.  I'^oi-  a  week  this  nei.l(ct 
continiiefl,  mid  t!ie:i  twenty  of  ns  were  I'lstc  ned  in  the  hold  (A' 
a  seliooiier  and  taken  to  I\ inustcjn. 

After  a  few  days'  nnser!d)le  ti'eatment  there  we  were 
started  for  Montreal  in  hate.-uix,  the  olliccr  com pcllin;^  nie  to 
labor  at  the  oars  althonuh  all  hnt  dead  with  ])ain  from  niy 
wounds.  At  the  rapids  so  elo.-vly  dM  we  pa.'^s  to  tlie  ishnu'.s 
that  at  times  the  hranehes  of  trees  hiushed  the  boat  as  we 
passed,  hut  eseape  was  impossihlc  in  my  disal)le(l  e()n(hti(jn, 
althou;:;h  1  \\'as  sorely  temj'ted  to  jump  o\'er  and  swim,  trust- 
ing that  their  slow  llintdocks  would  i»ive  me  time  to  I'eaeh  the 
shore.  At  Montreal  we  wia-e  pemied  in  a  ^nai-d  house  and 
not  only  sulfered  ne^leet  hnt  were  tortured  with  false  re})orts 
of  British  sueee-s.  A  formal  cdiar^e  of  treason  was  read  to 
mo,and  what  1  suppose  w. is  the  death  penalty  wa-<  (K'livered  in 
I'^nMKdi.     I  wa<  still  in  t  )tal  dai'kn(>ss  a<  to  my  fate. 

One  afternoon  the  Ami'riean  ])rison('rs  were  rouuhly  oi'- 
(lored  out  of  tlu'  loi:'  prison,  and  undcra  strong  una rd  mar(die(l 
out  of  the  Liarrison  as  we  verily  hclieve(l  to  (air  death.  Vov 
two  days  we  were  maridied  westward  in  iiiiioranee  of  our  des- 
tination, or  the  purpo-e  in  removing-  u-.  'Hien  tVom  a  hill  wc 
saw  a  tla^-  of  truei'  and  soldiei-s  in  t!ie  Anu'riean  unil'orm. 
There  we  were  told  the\'  had  hroULiht  u<  (aU  t  )  hLiht  our  eon:i- 
trvnu'U,  hut  hcloiH'  we  Were  armed  our  enemies  suricndero  1 
and  we  wwr  fi'e;'. 

After  the  lir^t  e.xcatement  wa>  <»v<'r  I  determined  to  to 
luv  family,  if  indeed  the\'  had  n(tt  met  the  fate  of  a  hundred 
deaths  which  I  fancieil  the\'  had  met  at  the  hands  of  the 
indiaas.  or  from  >tarvati<»n,  e.xposaie  or  wohcs.      liack  we 
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inarched  as  rapidix  a>  ]>n-;sil)l('  lo  I'^irt  'ricomlc  rni^a.  wliciicc  I, 
not  bi'in;^-  in  tin-  iH'^ular  x  iA  icc  \va<  pci-niiticd  to  (lci)art. 

I  cliosc  the  (  aiiadiaii  llioittuulit'aiX'  and  traveled  ni()>tly 
at  nii»Iit  tearing  to  ineet  tlie  r)riti>h  soldii-iy.  I  eros>ed  ilie 
St.  Lawrence  to  Morri>to\\  n  t'oi-  ilie  jmrpose  of  LLoini:-  to  niy 
old  lionie  and  crossing-  tin'  lake  in  search  (  t'  w  it'e  and  childi'eii. 
At  the  harracks  the  aeeonnt  ot"  my  capinre  i'ecalle(l  the  i-escne 
of  the  mother  and  children  tVom  their  |>erilon>  trip  across  the 
ice,  and  I  knew  tVoni  that  moment  they  xvere  sat'i'.  1  came 
away  at  once  and  a  week  later  tonnd  yonr  .<;randmothei'  in 
widow's  weeds  plantinu"  some  hollyhocks  in  tlie  yard. 

"Let  me  help  yon.  mother.'"  L-aid.  She  just  turned 
around,  fell  into  my  arnr^,  and — had  a  j^ood  cry.  Iler  j)arents 
ii"ave  nie  a  wonderful  welcome  and  iiot  up  a  ureat  dinner  in 
honor  of  my  retui'ii.  hut  somehow  no  one  had  much  of  an 
appetite. 

The  eompainons  who  lle(l  nt  my  captin-e  joined  (ieiieral 
l*ike*s  forces  and  with  them  retreate(l  wlaai  \'ork  was  letaken. 
and  afterward  enuii^ed  in  the  hattle  at  Saekets  llai'hor.  and. 
Lhen.  if  ever  1  hear  \'(»u  >a\'  another  word  ahout  j'oiniin:  ( "an- 
ada  to  the  states,  you  w  ill  not  ^et  the  hay  colt.    Uememher  I 


Wind  and  Weather  Permittin<^. 


Tlu'  L;i  r'aniinc  lislionih'ii  arraiiuctl  n  Itoat  race  that 
well  miU'niln'i'cd  hy  tlic  older  scitlci-.  leastwise  tlntsc  who  >; 
it  with  the  feverish  iniauiiiation  of  vouth.  I^'ar  and  wide  t 
event  was  herald(Ml  on  (luartcr-shcct  posti'rs  in  this  style  : 


(iUANI)  IM-CA'r'iW. 


A  (rrand  Sailing:,-  lvc_i:alia  will  he 
hoMcn  at  La  Fandne.  wind  an<l 
weather  pi'rniittini:.  on 
FniDAV.  .Ii  Lv,  4 III,  In — 
( to  all  American  li>liinii;  hoals 

nildi'r  lM  teel  keel. 

(The  ••Sophia"  harred, ) 
Owned  on  this  end  of  the  Lakt'. 
i'nrse.  SoO.no.  ,Ve. 

Spring  li^ldni:'.  alteiide<l  1)\-  ^ond  hiek.  was  (tver.  so  tho 
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now  restiiii;-  iVoiii  their  Inhors  iu:uU'  ^^ciirrnl  j)r('i)ar;iti( »iis  for 
the  race.  July  l'\)urtli  there  were  22  entries  of  tishiiii;-  craft, 
many  of  them  littt'd  with  suspiciously  new  sails,  others  with  a 
"cloth"  recently  adiKd  to  the  leicli,  and  at  least  two  with  ill- 
fitting  borrowed  sails  of  larger  diuieusioiis  than  the  oidinary 
biisinc.-^s  ri^'.  ( )lf  the  shore  came  a  smart  l»ree/.e  which  had 
freshened  not  a  little  when  the  conie>tants  anchoivd  in  line 
across  a  narrow  reach  from  the  lake,  jihs  fui-leil.  hooms  aswin^-, 
mainsail  lillin^-  and  hackini:,-  at  tin-  caprice  of  {]\v  wind,  and 
picked  crews  all  alert.  On  the  shoi-e  a  crowd  is  waiting  for  a 
signal  for  the  start,  the  while  somewhat  jealously  discussing 
the  rig  of  a  yacht  with  llying  jih  an<l  a  string  of  ilags.  manned 
by  a  crew  of  l)oys  in  duck  [»ants.  and  steered  with  a  wheel. 

Bang  I  A  pistol  shot  from  the  hands  of  the  reteree,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace  so  everlastingly  dignitied  as  to  con^jcl  his 
own  boys  and  girls  to  call  him  "  'S(|uire.  " 

Bang  I  Twerity-two  jihs  shoot  up  the  foi-estay,  twenty-two 
cables  areslippe<l.  twent\'-two  tillers  hard  up.  tW(Mity-two  ])rows 
fall  away,  and  twenty-two  ti>hing  boats,  clean  as  a  cabined 
steam  yacht,  cleave  the  blue  watei-s  an<l  churn  Uj)  a  wavv  of 
foam  in  a  grand  charge  tor  the  lee  shore  not  thirty  rods  dis- 
tant. 

Hard  alee  ! 

The  sailing  master  of  the  boat  having  the  favored  position 
comes  into  the  wind  and  then  with  his  >tarboard  tacks  aboard 
claims  the  ri«:lit  of  way.  compelling  the  liiv-t  comei-  to  go  in 
stays  so  ([uickly  that  the  graxcl  baiis  fall  oveiboard.  others  to 
ware  and  some  to  gybe.  lb'  takes  the  bowsprit  from  one  too 
venturoouie.  and  run>  lii>  horn  thi-oULih  the  leech  of  another 
who  had  g'jue  about  in  the  vain  hope  of  laying  to  windward 
of  the  tlcet.  Another  boat  with  hrokeii  rudder  i>  run  out  high 
and  dry  on  the  i)cach  ;  another  is  turned  completely  ovei".  the 
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crew  j)t'rc'liiiiL:,  nloii^'  the  keel  unhrr(l('(l  the  more  !< »i'tuii;i(<' 
'*  defenders.  " 

While  the  hoats  aic  d(i(loino-  each  olhei-  in  a  e( ini"iisi(tn  <>1* 
fiappin^Li,-  sails,  loiul  (trders.  and  cheers  i'rein  the  shore,  a  hi^ 
fellow  is  setting  a  ^all-tojisail,  "just  fer  to  put  on  style.  "  as 
Bone  >hireeau  exj)ressed  it.  liul  pride  Lioeth  hefore  a  fall,  Mi-. 
Bii;-  One,  and  ere  the  extra  >ail  is  lairly  set  the  halyards  f<,ul 
and  the  sail  tlaps  away  with  tack  adril't  and  clewline  ^piiunn^ 
out  until  it  reaches  a  kink,  when  the  topsail  suddeidy  tills,  hel- 
Jies  away  to  h/eward,  and  the  hoat  within  an  inch  ot"  ca])>i/.- 
in<j:,  shijis  so  much  water  as  to  make  her  all  hut  unmana^eahle, 
and  she  is  withdrawn  fr(  m  the  race.  Seventeen  hoats  over- 
strained with  a  crowd  of  canvas  thrash  the  narrow  waters  into 
a  choppy  sea.  The  liluelurd  hreaks  her  mast  olf  close  to  the 
jaws,  and  is  towed  into  a  friendly  cove. 

Interest  in  the  contest  narrows  down  to  the  three  or  tour 
in  the  lead.  Xaney  Mareeau  has  ali'eady  ohserved  in  the  con- 
fusion of  sails  what  others  have  not.  She  has  seen  the  f'ancy, 
with  the  V  changed  hy  some  miscreant  with  a  litth'  coal  tar 
into  an  a})(d(»_i:y  for  an  X,  stand  straight  through  the  reach 
without  once  tackin^i;-. 

Is  Joh  sailing  the  Nancy-er-k'ancy  ?  "  a<ked  young  Lane, 
looking  at  Xaney  as  though  she  ought  to  know. 

"  Dunno, she  curtly  re])lied  with  llushing  cheek  and  a 
look  that  gave  the  lie  to  the  words.  It's  none  of  my  hu>i- 
ness  and  less  of  yours,  .Jim  Lane.  " 

That  might  he  and  then  agin  it  mightn't.  *"  and  .1  im 
made  a  telescope  ol'  ins  hands  to  cut  otf  the  suhject. 

Out  of  the  reach  into  the  hroatl  ha\-  s|)ed  the  h(iat>  urged 
hv  a  stitfeiung  hree/.e.  their  windward  runhoards  lined  with 
hags  of  gravel  which  (piickly  -hit'ted  tor  the  (aher  lack,  k"eps 
them  right  >id(>  up  and  in  sailing  trim.    The  fancy  rounds 
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the  outer  iiijirk  tnlKtwcd  l>y  tlic  Smicy  .Iniic  and  ( 'razy  Jack 
c-loso  U]K)n  litT.  No  sooner  is  eacli  Itoat  f'aii  ly  around  tin-  luioy 
and  l)efore  tlic  wind  on  tlir  rctni-ii  llian  a  lii^  Inusail  i<rnn  n|) 
the  mast,  a  Ixioin  <\\n{  out  and  a>  the  -ails  (ill  die  hoat.-  fairly 
i\y  over  the  eonrx'.  each  carryini;  a  hone  in  hci-  Iceth  w  hich  i> 
|tlainly  disc-ei'ne<l  hy  the  | )a I't icipants.  in  spirit,  a.t  least,  on  the 
shore. 

"  Joh  is  rau^ini;  il  ti>  her  foi*  hi'^t  pri/.e.  sr.re.  remai  ked 
a  youn<i'  nei^'hhor  lad  who  had  n;ade  one  li-ip  on  the  upper 
hikes  and  returne(l  with  a  lot  ol'  knowlefjo-e.  and  a  hluellannel 
shirt  ornamented  with  ei'os>ed  anchor-  in  w  hile  hrai;!. 

"  He  can't  steer  a  raft  across  tlu'  canawl  and  fetch  the 
fur(U'r  si(K',  "  sneerin^ly  reinarke(l  old  .Ahirceau. 

"  He'll  ra,u'  the  stick  outen  her  if  he  d(»n*t  tak(^  in  hi- 
washing  afore  ten  minutes.  he  continued,  and  e\-en  as  he 
spoke  the  spectators  disco\-ered  the  whitecap<  ciiasim:-  each 
othei'  in  the  wake  of  the  llyinu  raceiv-.  The  (  Vazy  Jack  \\a< 
farthest  astern  and  caught  the  -(piall  alnio>t  unawai-e-.  She 
lifted  and  jdun^ed.  tlu'U  an  oiniiiou-  crackinu  foi  ward  pi-o\-e(l 
trouhk'  from  an  uidooke(l-for  soui'ce.  The  foi'efoot  twi.-ted  out 
of  the  ste[)  and  the  mast  already  hendi nii  foi'wa rd.  pitche(l  into 
the  hoiliuii"  waters  under  her  hows,  tearinii  oul  the  ileck  and 
snappiuLf  hackstay-  like  thi'ead<.  Th/  hardv  ci-ew.  wet  to  the 
skin,  \-ery  ([uickly  <Jeared  up  th(>  wreck  and  with  the  jihhooiii 
lashed  to  the  -plintei-e<l  deck  and  a  hit  ot'  -ail  ha^^ini:-  from  if 
they  <cudde(l  pa>t  the  inuei-  huity.  and  h\-  dint  of"  \'iii-orou> 
hailing  succeed (•(]  in  makim:-  a  landing  without  fu rl  hei- < la m- 
•Aiiv.  Of  the  fleet  which  -tarled  in  the  iMce  one  a  I'lei' a  not  lici" 
had  dropped  out  until  onl\'  the  fancy  and  the  Saucy  Jane  I'e- 
niained.  After  the  disa-fer  to  the  (  lazy  Jack,  whicli  wa<  hiuh. 
ly  appreciated  l»v  the  ci-owd  on  -hoi-e.  the  two  i-<'niaiidni:-  ap- 
jiroached  the  inner  hiK.y  which  they   wei-.-  to  turn  aid  then 
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Mi^ain  covci-  the  course'.  Tlic  l'';infv  came  (ni  and  just  when 
ahivast  till'  mark  I'urlcd  lici-  luu  sail  and  as  tlic  sheet  was 
linnl(^d  in  by  a  run  forward  ^he  swuiiu  ai-ound  to  the  wiml 
and  heeled  ox'er  until  liei'  keel  showed  eleai-  of  the  w;i\-es, 
and  siie  seemed  driftiuij,-  to  windwai'il  fiM'.u  th,'  UDUientU'ii  ac" 
crucd  in  circling  the  mark. 
Crack  ! 

'Hie  oidookers  -aw  treated  to  another  1onu-ho| )e(l-for  hit  of 
oxcitc^nuait.  The  I'^ancv's  topmast  had  hrokeu  otl  at  theti'uck 
and  her  p(>ak  was  dauulin^  in  the  lifts.  A  li^ui-e  is  ^oin^- 
aloft,  hand  o\-ei'  hand,  on  the  windward  -taxs.  The  wind 
sti'en^tlieir^  and  the  liuure  >h l  inks  closer  to  the  stump  < >1' the 
n:ast. 

Hard  luck  :  Tm  sorry,  s.iid  Jim  Lane,  and  he  cauiiht 
Nancy  >hirceau  watchini:  the  ii^ure  with  an  intensity  that  al- 
most betrayed  her  recoii^intion  of  the  nimhle  sailor. 

"  Jim,  do  vou  think  he  will  i'all  ".^  s' wike  Nancv  holdlv 
and  yet  almost  teai'fully. 

'*  It's  none  o'  my  l)U>iness,  much  les>  youi-n.  nnx-kiuiily 
replied  the  un^aHant  Jim.  smiling  at  his  own  cle\-ernes<. 

Old  Marceau  wa1(died  the  repairs  with  a  sailor's  ad:idi-a- 
tion  for  a  display  of  -kill  in  clo.-e  <juai-ters,  hut  his  sh.aded 
eyes  failed  to  recoi:ni/.  '  youn,u-  (';>Hin-  els.'  h-  woidd  not  have 
complimented  the  i^ood  .^-eamanshlp  wlii(  h  (piickl\-  ri'sulled  in 
securing  a  hlock  to  the  >tum|)  of  the  mast,  and  alter  ree\"in<^" 
a  h.dyard  into  it  the  };eak  was  set  up.  a  sim:;e  reetdia vinii  heen 
put  in  the  mainsail  and  jih  in  the  meantime.  Then  the  l-'an- 
cy,  far  in  the  I'eir.  iK  -an  the  h.itth'  afre-li  annd  the  chcTs  of 
th(  sailors  and  li-hermeii  w  ho  had  Leathered  down  the  shore 
the  ln'tter  to  see  the  cont(<t  for  the  ^upicmacy  of  the  li>him: 
licet. 

"  Now.  "  said  J(  hy  as  he  resumed  a  ]to-ition  on  tln'  (piar- 
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ter  and  stcadird  tlir  tiller  l»y  the  round  turn  (tfa  roj.c  hchiycd 
to  wind wmhI,  "we  slmll  overhaul  the  Sauev  if  that  stick 
holds. 

*'  Yes,  "  said  the  man  ten<lin;^  jih  sheet,  "  she  is  earryinij,- 
too  nuieli  sail  now.  See  lier  heed  down  and  luil'.  I  tell  you 
th(\<e  seas  deadi>n  the  headway  and  throw  her  too  niueli  to  lee- 
ward when  her  lull  is  <]a j ij )ii iii"  like  that.  " 

'  Tacking-  to  the  outer  mark  was  not  making  rapid  head- 
way, and  the  uain  counted  upon  for  the  l^'ancy's  ^ettiuLi  down 
to  steady  w()rk  wa.^;  not  s')  much  ;is  her  ualiant  crew  had  hope  d. 
A  i)lank  was  run  out  to  uiiulward  ami  a  man,  Johnny  Txa- 
ver,  chunhercd  out  toward  the  end  as  the  hoat  careened,  and 
quickly  slid  down  nuain  ;is  she  straiuhtcned  up.  It  was  truly 
ii  comical  sioht,  this  man  damilin^L!,-  in  mid-air  at  an  elevation 
of  nearly  forty-tive  deorc-es  as  the  hoat  yielde<l  toapull  ;ind 
lay  down.  Successively  rising  and  falling  he  more  than  once 
took  a  ducking  from  a  hiii,'  coniher  that  I'eached  up  and  hit 
liini  all  over  w  hen  he  was  a  ti-ille  slow  ahont  slidijiLi"  hack. 
lau^Lihinoly  remarking  :  "  Never  tooch  me. 

The  Saucy  Jane  a  nnle  to  windward  was  marine  the 
mark,  every  joint  s(|UcakinL!,' with  the  .^-train  of  canvas.  She  was 
.shippin«>-  water  like  a  canal  boat  cros^in^  the  lake  wdien  

Zip  ! 

The  clewline  t;:ckle  >tranded.  then  hroke.  and  her  sail 
slid  down  the  hoom  almo>t  to  the  m;i-t.  The  next  in>tant  she 
hori'  away  hetore  the  wind  and  w;i<  I'unninu-  like  a  wildcat 
away  from  the  covetrd  maik  with  her  hel[)le><  crew,  the 
helm  liaid  d<iwii  and  the  rudder  s(|ua re  across  her  stern,  plow- 
inu"  up  the  water  like  an  e.\})o>e«l  propellei'  hlade.  Hidythe 
most  skilll"ul  >raman>hip  >\ir\\  a>  is  devel(»j)ed  in  the  tishin^' 
craft  of  the  (  dcat  Lake-,  piwcntid  a  disaster  l-efore  she  could 
he  hrt)Ui:ht  to  the  wind  and   hei-  >ail>  rei'fed.     Thi>  last  acci- 


WIND   AM)   \\"I:AT]1  I;K    rKK.M  ITTI.\(i.  ()9 

(lent  brought  the  boats  wvy  close  tcjactlicr  nr.d  as  they  sUunl 
out  for  the  mark  all  eves  were  ei'iitered  upon  the  scene  and 
many  were  the  >i>eeulations  as  to  the  outcome. 

■*  There  she  goes,  "  a  dozen  voices  shouted  as  one  hoat, 
not  half  the  c-rowd  knew  whieii,  rounded  the  mark  and  sijiuired 
away  for  the  home  huoy.  The  next  instant  tlie  other  maneu- 
vered in  the  same  manner  and  the  two  boats  threaten  to  cap- 
size, first  on  one  side  and  then  (tn  the  other,  so  heavy  is  the 
roll.  A  bright,  new  lugsail  is  sent  U]),  r.nd  a  eheer  goes  up  as 
the  home  boat  is  nvognized  in  tlie  rear  but  now  fast  overhaul- 
ing lier  competit(»r  wi^li  t!i<^  crew  in  white  (bick.  The  Fancy, 
startled  at  the  strain  of  another  ail.  leaped  forwaid  like  a 
deer,  and  the  rolling  subsiding  in  a  measure  by  the  balancing 
of  the  new  sail,  she  steadied  down  for  the  six-mile  run  with 
less  foam  and  froth  in  a  very  business-like  way. 

"  A  starn  chase  is  a  h)ng  chase,  *'  eonnnented  old  Mar- 
ceau,  as  lie  reeogni/.ed  the  advantage  to  the  boat  of  tiie  son  of 
his  dead  enemy. 

"Why  don't  them  dandy  marines  stick  out  a  lugger,  the 
lubbers,    he  continued. 

A  voice  cried  Shame.  "  but  it  was  di-owned  in  the  loud 
huzzas  as  the  Fancy  [)as>ed  the  otluM-,  one  of  the  ci'ew  holdijig 
out  a  rope  as  if  olfering  a  tow. 

The  already  \'an(iuis]ied  tbreigner  ran  up  his  lugsail.  peak 
down,  not  daring  to  set  the  whole  sail,  but  he  was  yet  slow 
and  the  l*'aiicy  had  alrea<ly  near  a  minute  the  lead.  In  a  few 
minutes  th(>  coiiti>t  was  over  .and  a  hundred  hands  met  the 
Fancy  and  lifte(l  her  (dear  of  the  water  high  an<l  dry  (Wi  the 
beacdi  the  moment  -lie  n^ached  the  >hore.  The  stranger  picked 
up  his  anchor,  ilipped  \\\<  ensign,  lirid  a  bra-s  gun  and  ac- 
knowledged defeat  in  a  veiy  naval-like  manner  which  (luickly 
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cTc^iti'd  a  fc-'linu'  of  ndinii-ation  i'ov  tlic  crew  (lrc<-(Ml  in  w  liltc 
<luck. 

( )1(1  Maw  'ail  went  lioiuc. 

lie  woultl  lia\('  ([iiicklx'  rc(uni('(l  Imd  lie  « .1  »s('i"V('(  1  a  (Irip- 
l>in<i-  sailoi',  who  had  (•oiisi(hM-al)K"  rc.-cmhh-i iicc  to  the  li-iiii 
lookinu'  c-hap  w  ho  w  ciil  out  as  the  skiitpci-  of  die  I'^aiicy.  watcli 
him  wi'll  away  and  dirii  -troll  over  to  a  \'ouii^  lady  in  white, 
under  a  wide  hat. 

Johy,  I'm  ;j,hid.     said  the  wddtr  li,uui-e. 

"  I'm  ulad  you'r  ,ii,lad.  " 

"  ^'ou  Won't  race  aizain.  Nvill  you  '* 

"Oidess  1  SIT  the  skippei'  in  whitt>  duck  lalkin'  soft  to 
you.  * 

-  I  didn't. 
ile  did.  " 

'•Oh  you  old  .lealous  ;  that  was  pa's  phisterer.  Tim  l-'a- 
jZ'AU.      Now  I  " 

By  mighty.  I  dunno  hut  yr)u'r  riu'ht.  "  And  tliev 
strolled  down  the  street  to  see  the  wdieelhari-ow  i-ace<,  erc;i>y 
piii'  and  what  the  [x.sters  denominated  -mailer  <poi1-.  Ihit 
Johy  tuiMied  hi>  faci'  and  softly  whispere(l  to  himself: 

"  By  the  horn  sj.oon  !  If  I'd  a  known  th;,t  was  Tim  in 
his  j>laster  overlialU.  I'd  a  hxt  the  I'ace  sure  as  liu:is. 
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Wars  and  Rumors  of  Wars. 


■  NapuU'ou  l>()ii:i;);irt(>  Marcrau  canic  into  tlic  lou,'  cabin 
just  before  the  shydow  fell  upon  l!u'  noon-niark  on  thi;  window 
sill.  He  set  a  ])ot  of  beans  on  the  licartb  from  the  book  in 
the  fireplace,  and  buni;-  in  its  stead  an  empty  rye-and-1  ndian 
kettle,  threw  in  some  scrap  leatl.  oiled  the  bullet  molds  and 
began  cleanini:,-  a  rather  briiibtdookin^-  llintdock  made  in  i)art 
by  his  own  liands. 

His  wife  proti-sted  apiinst  such  i-ude  inti'rference  with 
dinner  : 

"  Bone  Marceau  I  am  sick  of  tlu^  smell  of  venison.  So 
you  needn't  uo.     Til  cook  no  more  of  it  in  this  Ihkisc.  " 

^'  Cook  it  outdoor  then.  "  responded  ^birceau. 

»Soon  he  had  run  a  p(»nch  fnll  of  bullets,  which  he  hni'- 
rieilly  trimmi'd,  and  then  ran  a  ])ocket  half  full  to  make  snre 
of  a  uood  supply.  Seizing  a  ))iece  f»l"  smoked  venison  and  the 
half  of  a  corn  meal  cake  which  he  wrapped  in  a  iiiece  ot' linen 
and  >hoved  into  a  pocket,  he  picked  up  the  nur^ket,  >linuin- 
]>owder  horn  and  >li()t  l)aL:-  <>ver  hi>  neek.  and  with  irun  at 
shoulder  arms  "  he  >trode  out  the  door  liivin^j:  the  wife  this 
admonition  which  contained  the  first  intimation  of  his  inten- 
tions : 

keerful  of  the  fires  and  milk  the  cow  re^'lar.  The 
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Britisli  is  ooin'  tor  to  try  to  tnke  tlic  Ilnrhoi-  niid  wo  aro  (^oin^ 
to  ?ho\v  'oin  oiu'o  inoi\'  how  wo  hoii  fittm  at  ^iiioral  trainin',  " 
and  Iio  was  oil"  to  tlio  \var  without  roinaiic*',  oi-  o-oi»(lh\-  Ini'iual- 
ities,  oxeopt  a  diunihod  military  sahito  to  his  wil'o  at  a  point 
wliere  the  j)ath  disap[)earod  in  tho  woods. 

Til?  wifooallo  I  t  )  Inrn  t:>  "  takono  risks  and  watoli  out  tor 
theni  posky  Iltv^sian^'  and  hirod  Inii,-ons."' 

"  Lord  I  "  she  ox(dainiod,  "  war  and  Mood  at  our  vorv 
door?.  '  Thon  sho  sat  (h>wn  and  criod  ovor  lior  lonolinoss 
and  the  distress  of  tho  country. 

The  next  day  in  tho  nndst  of  her  spininn^-  she  was  star- 
tled by  the  distant  hooni  of  a  oannon,  thon  another  and  ;in- 
other. 

"  The  ahirni  <2:uns  !  "  she  exchunu'(l. 

Mrs.  Maroeau  had  not  soon  tho  nianouvoi-i nus  of  tho  IJrit- 
ish  fleet  on  tho  hd>:o  as  her  hu>hand  liad  and  tho  ro)»ort  of  tho 
alarni  ^uns  was  tho  first  intimation  she  liad  had  of  i-cal  war. 
Slipping-  on  a  wooKai  sliawl  she  ran  a  mile  to  the  nearest 
neiii-hb;)r,  .Mrs.  Lane.  d1iat  l;-o(m1  woman  was  mounto(l  on  a 
wa^i-on  looking  sout.iwaid  as  if  >i,L!,ht  would  pierce  the  liill< 
and  woods  an<l  i-cveal  tho  xn-nc  of  the  hattK-.  Her  hushand, 
too,  had  m'ono  at  his  counlry  s  call.  l»ut  less  int".)rmall\'  than 
had  .\rarcoau.  The  two  women  whispered  and  waudied  in  tho 
direction  of  the  battle.  A  dense  cloud  of  -moke  lifted  it.^olf 
slowly  ab  )Ve  the  hills  and  tri'otops  on  the  (»pp()site  shore,  and 
more  eertainlx'  located  the  .-ti'Uiiiile  in  hu'uan  blood.  The 
camionad i Uij:  ceased  as  suddenly  a.s  it  bei^an  and  the  two  wo- 
nK'U  cbUehe  1  e.u-!i  other's  cloth ui;;- a-  each  looked  iiopiirin^ly 
at  the  otlici'.  There  was  a  faint  rattle  of  the  di>charii('  of 
.small  aiaii-  and  toi-  ;i  moment  silence.  Then  ilie  lou<ler  report 
of  a  musket  rt  ached  their  cars. 

Bar-r-nu  I     it  <aid.  if  translated  into  talk. 
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I  fear  tlicir  i)()\v<l(,'r  is  ^onc,  "  said  tlic  elder  of  the  wo- 
men, "that  was  neither  a  musket  nor  a  camion,  unless  it  he 
the  last  bit  ot"  powder  (ii'e(l  I'roni  a  eamion.  " 

"That  was  my  hushand's  musket,"  i-ej)lied  Mrs.  Mar- 
ceaii  positively,  "'riiat  was  my  hus])an(rs  'Old  Utiea,  '  as  he 
calls  it,  and  he  says  it  takes  a  hall  a  third  heavier  than  any 
gun  west  of  Alhany,  "  she  added  with  a  show  of  ])ride. 

No  sleep  came  to  their  eyes  that  niuht  as  they  I'evolved 
over  and  over  the  prohahility  of  success  nr  defeat.  Hoping 
and  prayinii',  over  and  auain  they  ima^uined  the  experiences  of 
widowhood,  and  trend)led  at  the  least  noise  lest  it  were  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Ihitish.  Mornin;^-  came  and  with  it  the  duties 
of  the  day,  hut  work  was  out  of  the  (jUestion.  Tln'  children 
were  kept  indoors.  The  cdank  of  oai-s  cauuht  theii-  attention 
and  to  the  shore  they  cautiou>ly  made  their  way. 

"Thank  (Jod  !  we  are  not  widows,"  tervently  spoke  Mis, 
Lane. 

A  boat  was  apj)roacliinLi-  and  instead  of  Hessians  tlu^  hus- 
bands of  the  fri_uhtened  Women  landed. 

Marceaii's  hand  wa>  wrapped  in  t he  linen  that  had  sei"\'ed 
the  purpose  of  a  na[)kin  wlu  ii  he  had  hastil\'  seized  his  lunch. 

"(Jot  a  ball  tliroULih  my  haml.  he  hi  If  a  j)oloiri/ed,  "  hut 
if  twan't  pi/.ened  1  shan't  he  hotheretl  lorn;-.  It  came  after  the 
bu<rle  sounded  to  *  cea-e  hrinu',  '  hut  1  uin  "cm  one  >alute  ii-om 
'  Old  L'tica,  '  as  they  j)ulled  out  to  the  ship  in  theii-  boats,  just 
to  make  'eni  bail  as  they  bed  to  t'or  1  seen  a  splinter  leave  her 
starn. 

"  Ves.  "  said  \\iv  neighbor.  you  made  a  biu'ucr  hole  in 
the  boat  than  they  did  in  your  hand.  I'll  wai'n  you.  Show 
'em  your  \'enison.  Sarueaiit.  "  and  he  -.dui-Ml  his  >upcrior  oHi- 
eei*,  who  had  rcci'i\ed  a  promotion  wiiliout  liaN  ini:,"  been  en- 
rolled in  the  service.     The  venison  wa-  producv- 1  and  a  hole 
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almost  c-1os(mI  was  first  ('xliil>it(<l  ;iii<l  tlim  tunio<l  to  (lie  opposite 
side,  wIktc  ;i  little  of  tlic  -ulxiMncc  li;i<l  Iktii  cut  nwnv  siiow- 
iuiX  tlie  cud  of  a  poiiitc(l  hall  wliicli  lia<l  lodged  t licrc  w  liilc  the 
pic'CL'  w.i^  still  ill  Ins  pocket. 

"  Touii'h  nu\it  that,  ov  1  wouldiTt  he  hci-e,  'ciddly  I'c- 
mai'kcMl  Marceau,  and  the  women  shuddered  at  a  i-eali/.iii^ 
sense  ol' the  horror^  of  war  not  yet  revealed  to  them  hy  the  in- 
jured hand  which  had  not  l)een  nnco\-ered. 

In  tlie  excitement  of  the  return,  a  youn^  man  <lressed  in 
a  semi-military  unifoi-m  was  nearly  forLroiteii. 

"  Here  I>ill,  "  suddenly  called  I.ane,  "  come  up  and  ^et 
ae(|Uainted  with  the  women.  'i'hi>  is  my  woman,  and  this 
Bone's  wife — Lefteiiant  \'auL:han,  who  ha>  come  hum  with  us 
to  larii  what  the  liriiishers  "11  do  ne.xt.  " 

■  The  younu'  man  howed  low,  saluted,  and  the  ladie<  court- 
e.-ied. 

don't  look  real  pert  and  well.  stran<j,('r.  "  I'emai'ked 
Mrs.  Lane.  "  ( 'ome  in  and  sit  hy.  rv(> -;ome  wheat  Hour  and 
I  will  have  some  while  hi<cuit>  and  honey.  Hon't  "pear  to  me 
as  you  are  any  !4i-eat  eater,  anyway.  "' 

'i'he  youn^-  hoatswain  saiil  he  ••  didn't  mind.  "  il"  the  men 
were  .uoiuij,-  in.  Lieutenant  "  was  a  title  facetiou.-ly  a})plied 
hy  Lane  to  make  hi<  introduction  mor;'  impre<-ive. 

"  ^  ou  see.  "  hcLian  Lane  as  they  entered  the  h(»u-<e.  me 
and  Marceau  ^ol  to  ihe  harrack-  jir-t  afoi'c  the  Lril i>her>  made 
Jlor-e  Lland.  and  the  Icth-nant  here  wants  to  ^ct  the  lay  o| 
the  land  hei-eahout>.  LeiiT^  Lojic  an<l  me  -e(>  the  redcoats  ] tint- 
in'  that  way  wdieu  we  ware  >coutin  on  oui'own  hook"  

"Avast,  there!"  Lirowh  d  Marceau.  ••  you"r  lo.-in'  yci- 
bearin's  auin.  nciiihlxir.  The  lel't-iiant  i.-  a  i^reat  angler  and 
bein' n  little  otlcn  hi.-  feed  he"-  about  to  take  pc  t  jiu  k  with  u- 
and  reeoo[>erate  by  way  of  liuntin'  'n  lishiu'.  " 
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And  if  that  don't  liclp  yoii  jest  try  Ith-cihir,  ad(h,-d 
Lane  with  a  w  ink  that  ran  from  the  cords  of  his  neck  nj)  into 
liis  scalp.  It  was  a  sly  diii  at  Marcran  who  nccdh'ssly  suffered 
.slianie  at  receiving  a  wound. 

"  Better  try  a  steepin'  ot"  plantain  lej'.ves  and  snake-root 
fust,"  timidly  put  in  Mrs.  Ahireeau  at  a  })ause. 

Lords  of  creation  !  in  the  interest  of  truth  it  must  he 
stated  that  the  two  settlers  had  heen  smu»j:<j,li n«j;  pot  and  j)earl 
aslies  into  Canada  when  they  learned  of  the  approach  of  .the 
British  fleet,  loni;-  hefore  the  alarm  uuns  were  sounded. 

And  the  sickly  lieutenant  I  Jle  was  sound  as  a  hullet. 
and  had  been  sent  out  as  a  scout  to  reconnoiter  th(^  lake  <hoi-e 
and  find  the  enemy's  vantage  points  on  the  Sr.  Lawrence  Riv- 
er. He  was  an  acknowledu-ed  marksman  with  the  fowlinu' 
])iece,  or  a  24-})oun(ler  from  the  deck  of  the  flaushif).  lie  was 
a  studious  sailor,  too,  not  content  with  steerinu'  his  trick,  he 
passed  his  wat(di  below  studying  some  old  prints  on  the  >cience 
of  navii^at  ion. 

A'auuhan  passed  many  days  c(»astinL!"  the  shores  between 
(xravellv  Point  and  Stony  Point,  searching-  out  harboi's  an<l 
shoals,  watchini:-  tbr  the  enemv.  and  rejtortini:'  his  occasional 
presence  at  tiie  Liver  into  which  he  \-entui-ed  a.  fewtime<.  al- 
ways in  company  with  his  new-fbund  friends.  Lane  and  Mai- 
ceau. 

Wlien  he  returned  to  the  po<t  at  Sackets  Harbor.  ( Jeneral 
Wilkinson  h.-nl  superceded  (ieucrnl  lirown  and  was  fornnda- 
tin^'  a  ])lan  to  de-cend  the  Liver  with  an  o\-erwhelminL:  foi-ce 
and  caplui'e  Mtaitreal.  To  ihi-  plan  \'aui:lian.  wlio  had  bccfi 
promoted  to  >ailinu-ma>ti'i-.  made  -li'cnutais  objections  wIm'U 
he  was  (.-ailed  into  the  confei-ence. 

The  ollicers  studied  a  rude  map  which  Vau,i;han  had  has- 
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tily  drawn  IVmu  a  knowK'd^c  ^aiutil  wiiilr  >c()iitiii;;  on  llii,^ 
lake  shoi'o. 

What  you  have  been  accustouied  to  call  an  island, 
lu're,  "  (.'Xplaincd  tlio  >cout,  "is  i-cally  a  peninsula  conntctctl 
with  the  main  siiore  hy  a  strip  of  land  ahout  ten  yards  wide. 
1  })ulled  niy  hoat  across  it  often  and  found  a  most  excellent 
liarhor  inside.  ()utside  in  the  lake  lies  an  i>land  widl  toward 
(iravelly  Point,  which  contains  a  line  harhor  almost  land- 
h^ckod.  Its  torm  is  that  of  a  hasin  an<l  we  have  named  it 
Basin  JIarhor.  'Jdiat  jxtint  would  make  a  \'ery  desiral)le  i"en- 
de/.vous  for  the  ex[)edilion  to  Monti-eah  if  that  is  the  cam j)ai.Lin 
upon  which  you  aic  determined.  The  haihor  can  he  reached 
from  the  east  ^ide  in  >mall  hoats,  hut  not  hy  those  oi'  deep 
draft.  The  ;ipproach  from  the  lake  >ide  is  dangerous  for  those 
unac([UaintL(l  with  these  waters.  ( )ne  mu-t  hu^  the  north 
shf)re  close  to  lind  a  deep  channel  h'a<linu-  ri^ht  into  the  har- 
hor. Not  far  out  lie  treacherous  rocky  ledges,  hut  once  clear 
of  those  shoals  the  harhor  will  ]»rotect  the  whole  licet." 

Our  fleet  was  a^endded  at  (ii'cnadicr  1-land  on  tlie  LiTth. 
at  least  >uch  of  our  hoats  as  >urvi\-cd  a  i^ale  which  <(.'t  in  dui'- 
ing"  the  ni,<:ht      ( )f  this  expe<liii(  m  l)r.  IIouliIi  wrote: 

At  this  late  sea>on  of  the  \  c:ir.  when  with  no  other  (Miemy 
hut  the  weathei-.  it  would  >eem  the  extremity  ot"  folly  to  at- 
tempt the  naviuation  ot"  the  lake  in  open  hoats,  fidui  the  peiil 
arisinu'  from  -ud.drn  tempe-t>.  it  wa>  decided  to  pax  the  ene- 
my's fleet  and  army,  and  de-cciid  upon  .Montreal,  allowing-  the 
enemy  the  prixilcue  ot'  atiackin^  nn  hi-  uwn  tei-i-itory  in  hoth 
front  and  I'eai-.  with  an  intimate  kiiowlcflue  ot'  the  countiy 
autl  it-  ic-nui<f-.  and  ex'ei'y  ad\aiiliiLie  tlcit  a  ,-kilIful  com- 
mander couM  lia\'e  de-il-e<k  had  I  he  -elect  ioU  of  ci  icu  ni>la  net  s 
been  left  to  him.  \'iewcd  in  ii-  pi'oper  liuhl.  t!ie  expedition 
may  be  justly  considered  an  ouli'a^e  up(-n  rea.^on  and  com- 
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nion  sense,  and  justly  (Mititlctl  to  the  odium  whieh  has  Inru 
attached  to  it. 

On  tlie  'J()tli  of  Octolx'T,  at  noon,  orders  were'  issued  t'oi- 
the  lieavv,  liii,lit  and  tlyiiiL;-  artillery.  eoniniande<l  hy  ('olonels 
Porter,  Kustis  and  Macomh,  and  the  i'ourtii  ]n-iiia<le,  eoni- 
nianded  hy  Ihi^ad  ier-(  Jenei-al  Swart  wont,  of  the  iidantry,  to 
enihark.  and  proceed  immediately  to  l)asin  Ihirlior-,  in  (Jicna- 
dior  Ishmd.  At  six  p.  m.  the  whole  end)avked.  and  put  olf  with 
a  favorahle  wind.  th<'  transports  mostly  consistinLi"  of  seows, 
Durham  hoats,  common  lake  sail  hoats,  and  hateaux,  contain- 
ing be.-^ides  ofHctM's  and  >oldiers.  ordnance,  ammunition,  lio>j)i- 
tal  stores,  haii^a^e,  and  two  months'  pro\'isions  for  the  troops. 
An  unpardonahle  neuli^iMiee  was  evinced  durinu'  tlie-e  and  the 
followin«i,-  mo\-ement>,  in  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the 
j?upplies,  immense  (juantitic^s  of  which   were  ultimately  lo>t. 

There  was  a  deticiency  of  exp(M-ienced  ]>ilots.  and  the  ineii 
in  the  hoats  wer(>  mostly  unaccu<tome(l  to  tlieii'  mana^enn-nt. 
either  in  uood  oi-  had  weather,  and  [)ai-ticularl \-  in  a  dark 
niii,ht,  and,  in  passing-  points  of  land  ^\  here  they  were  unae. 
(luainted  with  tlii^  soundimis  and  currents,  and  at  a  >ea>on 
when  sudden  an<l  violent  tempe>ts  are  liahle  to  arise  without 
\varnin«i-. 

The  wind  and  weather  favored  until  one  o'clock  a.  ni., 
when  the  hoats  apjx-ared  to  he  nuich  scattered  :  some  had 
landecl  on  Pillar  I'.aid,  and  Point  Peiiin-ula  ;  >oin(^  had  en- 
tered Chaiunont  Way.  and  other  inlei<  :  other-  IkhI  lan<led  on 
( 'lierr\-.  Stoii\-  .•in(|  IIor<e  i-land>,  an<l  others  -tt:o(l  ol]'  tor 
l\in^>ton.  where  one  l>o;it.  \\  itli  an  ollicer  ami  ten  men,  i-  said 
to  have  arri\-ed  in  >afet\'.  Several  ho;it>  lan<le<l  on  Louli" 
Jshuuh  in  Ihili.-h  tei-ril(»ry,  and  some  salely  reai-hed  their 
(U^stination  at  Ha-in  Marhor.  At  half  pa>t  two  the  wind 
shifted  nearly  ahead,  and  blew  fre.-h  from  the  lake,  hy  which 
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many  boats  i^ot  in  the  rcai.  and  (liscovcriiiL;  li^Iil-  on  tlie 
shore,  attempted  to  reacdi  tliciii.  in  wliieli  some  .-nccccdcd.  It 
soon  l)e«i,an  to  rain,  and  tlic  wind  increased  to  a  uale,  ni  whiidi 
the  boats  and  seow-  \vbi(di  had  landecL  were  drilled  and  beaten 
on  th(^  shore,  winch  in  some  phices  was  rontdi  and  rocky, 
whik'  others,  still  on  the  lake,  made  the  tir<t  point  of  l;nnl 
they  eould  di>covei'  to  save  themselves.  The  mornin*^  dis- 
closed a  scene  ot"  desolation  trnly  distres>inL''.  The  shores  (it" 
the  islands  and  main  land  wei-e  strewn  with  broken  and 
sunken  boats,  and  the  day  was  spent  in  unloading  snch  as 
could  l)e  reached,  and  in  endea vorinu'  to  save  such  {)erishable 
articles  as  could  be  tbund.  tlie  <:;de  continniiiLi  through  that 
(Lay  and  the  tnllowino-  ni^ht.  On  the  iMh,  the  wind  havinii,' 
abated,  severed  boats  w(a>'  not  olT  tVoin  the  rocks,  and  arri\'ed 
at  Basin  JFarbor.  but  on  the  next  (biy  the  >torm  increased,  and 
several  boats  tha.t  had  attempt  m!  to  uain  their  rende/.voir^, 
were  driven  back  upon  the  shores.  ( )n  the  -JOlh  the  day  was 
favorable,  and  many  of  the  sound  boat^  reaidud  Da.-in  IbirlMW. 

The  briuade<  of  (ienei-als  Ib-nwu.  I'x.yd  a.nd  ('oviuoton 
whi(di  ha<l  encanij-.ed  ;\t  Henderson  Ilarbor.  ai-rived  at  (irena- 
(li(M-  Jshnid  on  the  -JOth.  Of  t h.'  tl-.ti  1  la  that  had  left  S.-ickeis 
Harbor,  fifteen  latL^c  i><);it>  were  entircdy  lo-t.  many  others, 
with  several  >cows  were  mmdi  (hima^ecL  a.nd  a.  lari^X'  (piantity 
of  bread  was  (h  stroye(L  The  troo[>-.  remained  encamped  <.n 
the  island  until  the  lir-t  of  No\-end-ei'.  enua^^cd  in  repairii;^- 
the  boats  and  making  preparations  to  (h-s(M  iid  the  St.  Law- 
riMiee.  The  weather  meanwhile  coutinui'd  -toi  Jiiy.  and  -now 
fell  to  thed.i'pih  •'[■  ten  inches.  .Many  ef  the  reuubars  were 
from  the  .-outhiaai  -tatf-.  and  unaccu-toincd  1<>  the  -e\-erity  mT 
a  northern  winter,  and  in  thi-  expedition,  c-pti-ially  at  a  later 
p.M'iod.  .-uliercd  exti'enu  ly  finin  ih.-  riLi<»i'  of  the  (dimate.  which 
produced  a  frii^htful  niorhiliiy  ;imon^-  ilu  in.. 
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Oil  tlio  'iSth,  of  the  >ic'k  wvvc  ])Ut  on  l)oar(l  of  n 
ScliooiKM"  and  sent  to  Sackcts  Ilarljoi'.  \\'ilkiiis(Ui  ;irri\(  (!  on 
the  27tli,  and  llndinu  a  hir<;(>  l)o(iy  still  in  tiic  vviw,  wnvlA'd 
or  stranded,  returned  to  Saekets  Ilai'hor  to  order  a  snj)[)ly  of 
winter  clotliini:'  and  ^lioc^,  lor  the  troops  on  the  island,  sonu' 
of  wlioin  were  nearly  de-titute.  He  ohserved  many  lires  of 
troops  ah)n^  the  shoi-e,  hut  the  w  ind  was  so  violent  that  he 
could  not  eoininuiueate  with  them.  ( )n  the  2;5<1.  ( 'olonel  ( 'o!e 
arrived  with  200  men,  of  the  regiment,  and  sailed  for  the 

rendezvous,  and  the  (irowder  was  sent  to  (  )sweuo  for  Colonels 
K{in(l()l}di  and  Seott.  who  weri^  e.\peete<l  thei'e,  and  as  many 
men  as  tlu^  vessel  could  carry,  ddie  ucneral  returne*!  the  same 
day  to  (li-enadier  Island  and  arrived  off  the  island  at  eiuht  in 
the  eveuinu'.  the  weather  continuing-  hoi<tei-<,us  (lurin_Li'  this 
night  and  the  day  followinu,  \vith  tVe(|Uent  rains  and  heax'v 
gales,  so  that  a  landing  could  not  he  elfecte(l  until  the  "J.'th. 

In  the  intervals  of  the  gal-'.  oi>))ortunities  wei'c  wat(die(l 
to  slip  (U't  iclinn'Uts  of  hoats  into  the  St.  Lawi-ence,  hut  >o 
treacherous  wei-e  the  lulls  of  the  tempe>t.  that  gi-eat  })eril  war> 
encountered  in  pa<>ing  i'voiw  Grenadier  Island  to  ('apeX  iii- 
C(!nt,  a  distance  of  nine  mile<.  Many  hoats  wei'c  di-i\-en 
ashore  and  much  provisions  and  clothing  were  lost,  (ieneral 
Brown  was  (U'dered  to  take  command  of  the  ad\ance  an<l  post 
liiniseif  at  i^'rench  ('n-i-k.  whiM'e  the  det.ichm  'nt<  wei-e  ordere(l 
to  rendezvous.  The  ( irowlci-  ari-i  ved  at  (irenadier  h^land  on 
the  olst,  with  '2'2^^  men  of  the  '_!<ith  i-egiineut.  and  on  the  'Jd  of 
Novend)er.  ('haunc(>y  took  a  position  to  } trotect  the  sout h  chan- 
nel, wliei'e  it  w  as  appreheiiiled  the  enemy  would  enter  and  oc- 
cupy l't)rt  raileton.  whi(di.  with  <omc  repairs,  wiadd  have 
etlectually  commanded  that  channel,  aiul  com[ielle(l  the 
American  arm\-  to  winter  on  Lake  ()ntaiio.  or  run  the  gamit- 
let  under  the  haltei-ie>  ot'  King-ton.     I'ei'haps  no  point  on  the 
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river  is  so  admirably  adaptiMl  tor  a  inilitai'v  post,  as  the  lica*! 
of  Carlc'ton  Island,  and  it  lias  hccn  ju.-tly  called  the  (iihraller 
of  this  passage. 

So  much  lor  ]>rcsy  history.  (Jcncral  Urown's  Meet  was 
l)iloiod  from  (irenadier  island  to  b'rench  ("reek  hy  Lane,  Mar- 
ceaii  and  (now)  Captiun  N'au^han,  thoULih  the  latler  had  heen 
so  far  in  the  Kivei'  on  hnl  one  occasion,  and  that  in  die  niL^ht. 
As  they  })asse(l  liartlett  s  Point  the  general  saw  in  that  prom- 
ontory the  advantage  ot'  p(.>ition.  and  a  hatterx'  of  thicc  ei^li- 
teeii-i)ounders  was  landed,  drawn  up  the  hill,  and  h  t'i  in  com- 
mand of  (  aptain  M(d*lierson.  ('aptain  N'auiihan  was  detaile(l 
as  expert  uunner.  and  the  compliment  to  his  ma i-k.-mansh i p 
})lease(l  him  more  than  would  a  promotion  to  connno(lore  of 
tlie  fleet.  His  old  friends,  the  smuuLilers.  pil;)ted  the  licet  into 
the  hay  at  the  mouth  (»f  French  ('reek.  pa>t  Indian  I'oint, 
whei'e  the  west  end  of  the  hi-idue  I'ests  today,  and  up  the  sti-e;im 
to  a  point  suitahle  for  a  camp  of  seven  thousand  men.  The 
place  once  called  W  ilkinson's  ]*oint.  i>  hetter  known  a>  the 
1 1  uhhard  I  louse  firm. 

A  sharp  lookout  wa<  kept  niLiht  ami  day  at  Hartlctt  Point, 
now  Prospect  Park,  inasmuch  a<  it  wms  known  that  the  enemy 
was  lurkinu  amon^-  these  ddiousanil  Nlaiuls.  and  his  presence 
niiiilit  not  he  di<covei'ed  until  he  had  reaclie(l  an  unc<)niforia- 
l)le  proximity.  The  two  j)il()ts  coMste<l  ahout  in  canoes  ac- 
quaintiuLi'  ihcmsclvcs  the  hcitcr  with  the  intric;icie^  of  the 
channel.-,  hi^  and  little,  deep  an<l  sli;illt)W.  nai'i-ow  and  wide. 

i'^rnni  the  hatterx'  a  wiile  >weep  ol"  vision  was  had  up  and 
down  the  Pixi'i-.  The  \-iew  dii-cctly  aci-o--  was  limited  hy  the 
(U'lise  Lirowth  of  lirs.  hal>;im>.  pines  and  liemlock>  whi*-li  in 
place>  ap|)eai-e(l  i-ooted  iu  the  \  e!'v  granite  lound.M tiou>.  (  aji- 
tain  X'auLfhan.  -eated  u[)on  his  Liun.  diaiik  in  the  heauties  of 
tlu'  scene  with  more  than  the  appi-ecialion  (  f  an  ordinary  soi- 
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dicr.  Kai'ly  frosts  liad  tinted  the  leaves,  and  the  fire  red  mapU^ 
backed  by  the  varie(l  shades  of  oi-eeii  and  ^ray  ^ave  back  a 
sharp  refh';'ti()ii  in  the  stiil  autumn  (hiy.  I'^roin  Ins  eh'vatid 
position  the  ()b>er\er  fell  to  notinij,-  the  apparent  re<iularity 
with  wliich  the  dead  pines  were  stationed  like  so  many  silent 
sentinels,  an  efli>et  the  more  striking-,  the  greater  the  distanee. 

Was  that  the  win^-  of  a   liw^r  bird  in  a  (h-jid  tamai'aek  ? 

('a})tain  \'au_i:han,  >tandin^  up,  bi-((U<:ht  a  lonu-  spy^hiss 
into  raniic  and  ua/.ed  intently  at  ;i  tall  tree  which  iiad  heen 
blasted  by  li^htninu-.  The  air  was  not  in  motion,  yet  he  dis_ 
tinctly  saw  the  llutterin^  as  of  a  Ihiu'  in  the  bree/e,  a  full  league 
down  stream.  Hastily  dispatehiuii-  a  mesx-n^cr  for  the  pih)ts 
lie  noted  the  ap[>ea ranee  and  disnppeai-anee  of  the  phenomenal 
sio'nal  whieh  Nature  in  liei  freakiest  ukxmI  could  not  siimr 
late. 

The  }>il()ts  arrive(l  tVom  the  camp  at  Wilkinson's  j'oint 
and  were  salute(l  in  an  unconcerned  maniiei',  and  then  drawn 
back  U})on  a  knoll  a  httle  apai't  from  the  t:un  ci"ews. 

The  ciiptain  pointed  northei-ly  toward  the  dead  tree  whicli 
towered  above  the  oaks  and  maples. 

"  Xow,  watch. 

A  white  llau"  was  w;i\'e(l  tVom  hori/.on  to  hori/on,  and  in 
tlio  blaze  of  sunlight  its  outhne  hee-anie  very  di>tinct. 

"  One.  two.  three.  counted  the  captain,  and  after  a  pause 
the  si^nallinu  w;is  re<ume(l.  Thi<  time  the  observers  counted 
two,  then,  after  aiiothei-  pau-e.  one. 

The  ,i:;r/.c  ot"  the  pilot.-  met  in  a  lialf-(pii/,/.i<';d  expre<sion. 

"  Cap'ii,  we"vc  -iM  ii  thai  kind  of  Ihuterin'  hetoi'c.  (  h  ! 
Mareeau,  when  we  ci"o>-rd  with  the  la-t  load  of  potash   

"  Shet  up.  b;nie  !  1  )o  you  want  the  hull  re\-eiuie  ossif-M's 
arter  yer  oliwonhy  >kin  The  teller  up  a  tree's  ^ot  a  j)ard- 
lier,  Cap'n.     Want  to  see  him'.''      Then  prounse  me  and  Lane 
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a  })r()ni()ti<»n  to  julniirals  of  (his  {Icct  and  Til  show  you  tothcV 
one,  besides  "  

''Nonsense,  men,"  interruptcil  the  caplMin.  '"if  voukiiow 
anytliinti"  more  of  this  thitteiiiiLi  husiness  th;iii  1  can  ^niess, 
out  with  it  tor  this  is  no  lime  tor  sport.  " 

"  Ri_<iht  you  are."  said  I.ane.  and  he  swept  tlie  upslreani 
.shore  with  Ins  hand  as  Marecau  ])roui:ht  his  i^a/.c  to  a  stand- 
still. 

There's  liis  j)ardner,  "  said  the  pih>t  as  a  sin;iial  was 
waved  from  another  trectop  on  the  (V.nadian  shore. 

'*  'Bout  six  mild  apai't  in  these  I'athoh's.  (  jij/n.  Lots  nn 
'eni  ])etween  Kingston  and  Wiinhnill  Tint. 

"  Yes,  "ofi'ered  Lane,  "  the  smuu_uiers  used  to  thiidc  the 
eustoms  house  otfieeis  eUnd)ed  trees  to  warn  the  ap})roaeh  ot" 
VankiH^  I)Otash  pe(ldiers.  " 

-  Weir.^  " 

"  it  means  tlaa^'s  a  i^unhoat  (^i*  t wo.  or  nniy])e  a  l)i-iL:-, 

or  two  or  three  sclioonei's  hetwixt  thcni  aii"  treetops.  sir.  and 
if  yon  want  the  frlha-  in  tlie  tree  Just  i^ive  the  or(h'r.  Me  an" 
Lane'll  hi'in;;-  liini  !  " 

^'es — no,  "  resi)on(U'(l  the  cajitain.  -tid  watciiiui:-  tor  th<' 
reappearanee  of  the  <ii;iials.  It  may  he  we  eaii  read  as  well 
as  they,  after  we  U'arn.  " 

Idu*  {)iiot<  (Hsagreed  a<  to  the  exact  h)eation  of  the  tree 
first  oh-erve(l  hy  ("apl  iin  X'anuh.Mi.  and  nfter  ohtaiinn^  per- 
mis>iion.  paddK'd  oil'  w  itli  (he  current  to  mnke  a  elo-er  insj»ee- 
tii)n  of  the  locality.  .\t'iei-  i^oin^- a  nd'e  or  niori-  they  h-cnted 
the  tree  more  at'cui-ately .  and  then  reiiiend >e;(  d  that  near  it  ;i 
pahsade  opened  into  ;i  lai'Lie  l);iy  ol"  -hallow  water.  The>e 
})alisades  woidd  sci'een  a  tall  ma>t  from  any  hul  an  o[)en  \'iew 
at  each  end  of  the  char.nel. 
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Suddenly  Marcc-au  toiiclu'd  Lane  on  tli(^  shonldcr  and 
pointc'(l  sionifu-antl y  to  tlic  main  channel  to  the  northward. 
Hoth  paddles  rested  in  the  water. 

A  brii;-  tlyinu'  the  ih'itish  jack  lay  moored  to  a  prcei pitons 
clitt'  whithei-  she  had  Ix-en  helplessly  carried  hy  the  cnri'ent 
wlien  the  wind  ^ave  out.  Towering  ahove  a  low  island  could 
be  :r:een  some  masts.  A  small  hoat.  approachinu-  the  hri;^, 
seemed  filled  with  soldiers. 

The  pilots  Were  tnr  the  monuiit  sei/.(Ml  with  the  le\'er. 
^rheir  first  move  was  to  turn  ahout  and  paddle  hack  under  the 
friendly  shadow  ot  an  island,  and  then  cxchanLrinLi"  ider.s  hy  a 
more  _<2,laiH'e.  they  set  their  paddles  dec^p  and  -hot  the  canoe 
back  toward  the  rende/.vou>  with  lon^-.  rapid  stroke>.  At  the 
shorcMliey  parte*!.  Lane  to  rejtort  to  (General  Wilkinson,  the 
other  to  ( 'aptain  N'ati^han. 

The  latter  met  Marceau  in  the  brush  tor  he  had  seen  the 
pilots  returnini:- and  <u>pected  the  enemy's  pi-e.-ence.  After 
reeeivini^-  the  new->  he  walked  liaek  to  h i<  uun,  which  he  [»;itt«  (l 
attectionately  after  caretully  noting-  that  everythin;^-  was  in 
readiness. 

'•This  e.\pe(lition  is  a  fool  job.  >rai'cean.     he  half  mused^ 
for  here  are  we  with  the  enemy  in  front,  in  the  i-ear  and  on 
the  Hank.    This  is  defendinjj,  our  country  l)Ut  not  saving-  it  as 
1  look  at  it.  " 

Be  that  as  it  may,  r(>plie<l  the  other.  ther"ll  be  busi- 
ness on  thi^  hill  before  another  >un  -ets  it"  the  wind  blow-any- 
think  short  ( if  a  bui-ricaue. 

A  sii2,hinLi  in  the  pines  -UL:L:e>ie<l  wind,  but  as  yet  the 
water  had  not  ht'cn  di>turb( d.  'i'he  ulassy  surface  i^ave  back 
a  smiling  rellcctioii  of  Nalui'e"-  face,  iind  birds  in  their  lliLiht 
siiot  downward  at  theii'  own  shadows  e.x pecliuLi'  to  make  the 
acijuaintance  of  another  of  theii-  kind. 
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"  AiiotluM'  iii;^lit-l»rccz('  tV(tm  the  iiortli,  "  su^Licslcd  Mnr- 
cenu,  who  Imd  \)vv\\  waldiiii^  ilic  iiioxi ml:,-  l»i-;incli(\<.  The 
brig  will  nuikv'  our  nc(|U;iintniic("  hrforc  iiiniiy  liours,  eh  '  caj)- 
tiiinr  " 

T\\v  captain  did  nol  liccd.  He  was  swocpi nu'  the  l»a\\  die 
shore  and  the  islands  with  his  ulass  and  inakiiiL:,-  mental  cal- 
culations. The  haltcrv  wa-  masked  hehind  xmie  lallen  ti-ees 
au;l  a  g  )->  I  h:-ei<t\V')rk  of  l()^■^.  Tii:'  en.'iny  nndonhtedly  had 
information  of  the  concentration  ot  the  tro()|»-  in  l''rcnch  'reek, 
hut  they  woidd  sc>ek  in  vain  for  tiie  hattery.  even  if  tliev  sus- 
pected its  [>rcsence  on  the  pr(»niont()ry. 

The  noriherly  hrt  eze  ^tilleiied  and  one  after  anotlnM"  of 
tlic  beautiful  I'et'.ections  were  ei-a-ed  from  t  he  face  of  the  watei's 
as  a  frown  swejit  over  them  with  the  iiici'casin^  ri])pie.  I'ded 
like  a  smile  from  a  happy  face  w.is  the  enchanted  i««les  which 
a  moment  before  had  heen  >u>pendetl  ti'ees  downwaid  in  a 
beautiful  nnri-or  set  in  a  IVame  of  i:neis>.  or  tbrminu-  a  I'ich 
fringe  as  from  a  beautiful  gai-nieiit.  The  hoiToi-  ot"  wai-  was 
spreading  over  all  the  landseape  as  occa>ional  cloU(f<  oh>eured 
the  sun. 

Was  yonder  ship  grow  ing  out  of  the  rocks,  coming  up  out 
of  the  deep,  or  gracet'ully  alighting  fiom  an  aerial  lliglit  ?  An- 
other and  yet  another  >((mid  to  launch  fi(»m  the  ma>s  of 
green  and  gold  lca\'e>  into  which  the  docending  sun  >hot  his 
brightest  rays  as  a  hrac-ou  light  reveal>  an  olherwi>e  hidden 
danger. 

X'aughan  warned  the  -cut i neh  he  ga  vi'  the  alarm,  ine>s(>n- 
gcrs  were  di<|iatched  to  (ieiieral  W  i  1  k  i  n>on'-  camp.  ;n;d  then 
the  drunr^  <ounde<l  the  long  rol  L  Sei'!nim:ly  out  ot'  the  rocky 
walls  the  licet  of  the  enemy  came  in  a  light  hice/e.  Two  hrigs. 
two  scdiooncr-.  and  se\-ei-al  -mailer  boats  loaded  with  infanti-y, 
he  numbered.     The  [)ilots  were  evidently  unacipiaintcd  with 
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the  waters  tlit'V  were  iiaviuntini:-.  A  bri^  led  tlic  licet  ;iii(l  it 
was  evident  that  it  was  \\\v  purpox-  to  into  the  nioiitli  of 
the  ererk  and  L:"i\'('  tlie  Americans  hattle  on  shore,  and  nn<ler 
the  protection  of  the  naval  u^nns. 

Charcoal  lires  were  li^htc*!  at  the  hattery,  and  wires  were 
kept  hot  for  lirin;^-  the  j)owder  whic-li  was  pnt  iiHo  the  nin/./.le 
of  the  u'nns  in  haL:<.  ra|>tain  A'anuliaii  hail  made  his  i-ej)nta- 
tion  at  Sacki'ls  Ilarl>or  when  he  eHectnally  captained  a  t!iirt\'- 
two  pounder  loaded  with  twenty-fours,  thedehciency  made  up 
by  wrap[)inii"  carpets  around  the  halls.  lie  was  determiniMl 
that  the  set  of  sun  >liouhl  not  see  the  luster  of  his  ju'owe.-s 
(liinnied  on  this  occa>ion.  11ie  licet  approached  li  irtlett  Toint 
and  as  the  lar^ot  hi'i^  heuan  to  wai-e  oil'  ("aptain  Ahd'herson 
gave  the  order  to  _uive  hattle — (aptain  Wau^han  to  lire  liist. 
He  waited  initil  the  ma>ts  a'ppeai'ecl  as  one  and  ,L:.a\-e  the  woi'd 
to  his  unite  to  lire.  .Marceau  ali'cady  had  the  re<l  hot  wire  in 
hand  and  at  the  word  I'an  it  down  the  ^■ent. 

The  gun  <[>oke. 

The  connuander,  watching  thi'(tUL:h  tlu>  glass,  saw  all 
three  shots  fall  short  of  the  inai  k. 

The  invaders  \\-ere  e\-idenlly  surprix  d  at  a  sa.lute  from 
that  ([Uartei".  tbr  the  Ijriu'  lulled  as  if  her  master  wished  to 
make  a  cdo>er  ac-([uaintauce.  and  then  pom-cd  out  a  broadside 
at  tlie  hill.  Their  aim  was  bad  and  the  balls  whistled  high 
over  the 'battery,  while  tlu'  (»tlierwi>e  >ilent  woods  mockingly 
eehoed  an<l  re-echoed  the  roar.  Hx'  thi>  time  Captain  X'amihan 
was  again  i-eady  for  anotlier  >hot.  .V-  hcfoi-e.  he  to()k  c.ii-eful 
aim  and  when  the  suk  ke  cleai'eil  awa\'  he  had  the  pool-  c(ai>o- 
lation  of  seeing  the  briu"-  -ail-  t<»i-n  and  the  riiigim:  evidentl\- 
cut.  The  olhci'  uumicr-  now  paid  theii'  ropects  to  the  second 
brig  and  the  -chooucrs.  They  >hot  away  some  of  the  ri;:ginu, 
l)Ut  no  serious  damage  was  done  until  the  briLi  whicdi  gave  the 


invitation  to  hattlc  was  nearly  liovc  to  llic  tliird  time  to  pre- 
sent a  broadside. 

"  Now/'  said  \'aUL:,haii  to  his  mate,  "  ^et  everythiii;^-  I'eady 
for  a  ([iiiek  tire  aii<l  1  w  iU  d(»  ^oiiie  daiiiauc  if  jiowdcr  w  ill 
carry  a  i)all.  " 

The  hriu'  ])(»re  up  to  the  wind  and  just  as  the  ya rds -wuni:,- 
around  and  the  masts  had  h;ii'e!y  j);isse(l  out  ot"  i-an;^(\  the  cap- 
tain sio-httMl  his  piece.  Marceau  aliea<ly  stood  hy  him  with 
the  YV(\  hot  wires  nnd  at  tin*  worii  pushed  one  d(twn  the  Ncnt 
and  pi(M'ce<l  the  ha^  ot"  p(u\(lcr  which  had  hecn  i-;imme<l  down 
behind  two  halls.  The  single  hn^-  of  powdci-  had  been  re-in- 
forced  by  near  half  a  b;i^-  which  .Marceau  had  (juietly  pom'e(l 
in,  contrr.ry  to  oi'dei'>. 

The  uun  roared,  the  proniontoi'y  trendded.  the  smoke  hid 
the  enemy. 

W'l^ll  done,"  shoutcfl  ("onnnander  .\bd1ierson,  as  the 
black  veil  lii"ted.  \'auuhan  you  have  brouglit  down  the 
foremast. 

This  called  out  a  clieer  from  tlu'  entire  battei-y,  as  well  ;is 
a  broadside  tVom  the  >econd  hri^'.  Tho  lle^t  had  beendeserib- 
inii"  a  firch^  in  the  maneu\-ei\  as  they  wort'  aritund  and  ^tood 
away  from  thi'  ci'eek.  when  s;dutcd  from  the  masked  batterx'. 
The  snndl  boats  ot  i  n  fanl  ry  were  iiietlectual  at  that  ran^'e.  and 
made  but  one  move  to  land.  That  was  ellectually  checkc<l  by 
the  batt<}ry's  coucentraiiuLi'  its  lii'e  upon  the  >chooner  that  at- 
tempted to  protect  them  in  landiim.  The  licet  was  now  elo>e 
toox'ther  and  alforded  an  excellent  mark,  but  a-  the  balls  t.n'c 
their  >ails  and  riLiiiiui:-  tiie\'  i-eali/od  the  >niM  riniiiy  of  the  po- 
sition of  the  A  iiierican^  and  with  the  >mall  boats  towed  th«' 
disabled  bri,u-  out.  and  .-oou  the  whole  licet  droppeil  down 
stream  with  the  current,  the  wiinl  having  died  away. 

Ourini'-   this   half-hour".-  cm:au-cnient  the  troops  in  the 
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camp  had  ln'cii  drawn  up  in  di-('s>  jjaradc  and  stood  at  rest  as 
idle  spectators.  Most  of  t lieni  had  1  teen  iiiidcr  hrc  hut  not  a 
few  of  them  \\  ince(l  as  the  halls  from  the  port  side  of  the  hri^- 
whistled  over  their  heads  and  fell  harmlc»  into  the  mar^h  or 
woods  heyond.  ()nly  a  few  of  them  were  favoi"e(l  with  a  view 
of  the  hattle.  'The  enemy  was  less  fortunate  foi-  it  is  cvidi-nt 
that  they  did  not  know  the  exaet  location  of  the  ri-ndc/A  <»us  as 
their  aim  was  much  too  hii^h.  Two  men  at  the  hattery  were 
Wounded  and  one  was  killed  outright.  '['he  liritish  los^  was 
not  ascertaiuiMl.  and  <j,reat  or  small  the  woi-ld  loses  nothinj^,-  l)y 
lack  of  iiiformaticn  reiiai'din^  the  niunerical  slaughter  in  hu- 
iiuiii  l)lood  on  this  or  any  olhcr  occasion. 
Night  came. 

The  pickets  were  I'edouhled  ahout  the  rendezvous,  and 
every  preparation  was  made  to  guard  against  a  surj)rise  l)y 
land  and  water.  The  exultant  Americans  knew  full  well  the 
temper  of  the  race  with  which  they  had  to  deal,  and  past  ex- 
periences had  taught  them  tliat  this  toe.  tliough  defeated, 
was  not  vaiKjuished.  'j'he  night  was  cdol.  with  just  wind 
enough  nu.ving  to  tumhle  a.gainst  the  ^llores  a  slight  swell 
which  falling  with  a  regulai-  cadence  lulle<l  the  xildier  into 
j<lee[),  or  set  him  tumhling  on  his  hemhtek  couch  as  the 
nervous  system  was  tuned  to  hai'mony  or  f>therwise.  (  )t"ten  in 
the  darknes>  the  sentineU  were  startled  hy  tl-e  mournful  cry 
of  the  loon.. or  the  >har[)  ])i'ating  of  his  wing-  and  teet  upon 
the  water  in  his  clumsy  attempts  at  tlight. 

The  morning  came. 

Suni'ise  at  the Thou-and  l-lan<ls  !  'I1ie  tir>t  faint  glow  of 
light  in  the  c.-i-t  tore-1  lai  1« »wed  the  glorie-  nt"  the  dawn  of  a 
beautiful  day.  Not  so  much  a--  a  hreath  (tf  air  moved,  for  the 
very  wind  was  awed  into  -ilence  a>  the  m<  ll(«w  light  turne(l  to 
i\  soft  ])ink  and  tlieii  t  ;  a  glowing  \\\\  which  spread  over  that 
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portion  of  tlic  liori/.oii.  In  tlic  water  tlic  cIian^iiiL:  tints  wciv 
copied  as  upon  the  jiaintcr's  caiiN-as.  l^on^-  slia<lo\\>  crciit 
away  from  tlic  trees  crowninL:,-  the  I'oeky  Mulls  whose  sides  the 
water  lazily  lapi)ed,  ju<i  as  a  fond  mother  awakens  a  child  with 
a  caress  lest  it  h(>  ^tai'tled  at  a  too  >udden  a wakeniuL:,'.  'The  air, 
hideii  with  the  resinous  odois  of  coned )earinu-  ti-ees.  seemed  to 
liave  oaine(l  Nolume  duriuL:'  tli(>  in^ht.  and  the  soldiers  tVom 
tlie  far  south  declared  they  could  fairly  taste  it.  Here  and 
there  a  shiidiiL!,-  ma.-kalon^e.  the  I'^rcnchman's  "  lonu-face. 
shot  out  of  his  native  element  an<l  fell  hack  with  a  resoundinu' 
sj)hish  upon  the  >till  -urface.  A  \'-shapc(l  iiock  of  ii-ecsc,  led 
hy  the  regular  "  <jUonk.  (plonk.  of  a  soher  old  )»ilot  »^an<ler, 
roused  company  after  coiupany  ot"  the  ^hn-pin^  troopers  who 
contentedly  fell  hack  auajiLat  the  respon-ivc  "  ladaduidx,  of 
tlie  mother  ^u,()ose  as  t hr-y 'prosed  their  lli^ht  southward.  The 
sentries  for^'ot  their  heats,  and  lookin-j.'  oxer  the  rude  ramparts 
hecome  lost  in  admiration  of  the  miracidnus  hii-th  of  another 
day.  Tlu'  morning  >tar  faded.  The  halo  of  morn  wa<  rein- 
forced with  hriuht  i'a\-s  ^hootini:-  upward  and  outwar(l  hy  coiii- 
})anies  lik(>  ^ii>tcinm:-  spears  l)ehind  a  lioldeii  hattlement  wliich 
a  tleecy  cloud  caught  up  in  hold  rcllection  a^  if  to  mirror  the 
spl(Mi<lors  (.f  a  i^loi-ious  -uiii-i>e  for  Nature's  own  admiration, 
lliu-her  and  yet  hii^her  >hot  the  piiniade-  of  lioht.  Shoiler 
an<l  shorter  drew  the  shadows.  I'Vanter  and  fainter  Ix'came 
th<^  red  ulow.  and  liuht<'r  and  lii^hter  hecame  the  leafy  caverns 
that  a  moment  auo  >ccn)cd  dai'k  and  impi'netrahle.  '1  he  Lili-^- 
teninu  chainiel-.  which  la\-  scattered  ah(.uf  like  -ihci-  thread-. 
>hot  away  into  the  nioiT  inti'icaie  and  all  hut  inacce--ihle 
lahyrintli-  <.f  thi-  mi_uht\-  cathe  Iral  not  of  man's  construction. 

A  tlock  of  wh ist le-wi U!^-  tacked  upstream,  and  a  -<»her 
crane  slowlv  heat  the  aii-  a-  with  sti'etelied   hack   like  a 

pair  of  jKiddles.  and  neck  clo-ely  coiled,  he  -oui^hl  his  favorite 
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wadin^i;-  place  wlu^ic  IVoli^;  were  ui'cciiot,  and  little  ti<li  iiio^t 
vcMituivsoiiH'.  I'pward  and  ii]i\vai-d  cliiiilxMl  the  st rcaks  of  rcil 
and  white  and  yellow,  nnlil  as  with  a  invriad  of  <:;)lde(l  wires 
the  snn's  di>k  was  >lowly  lifted  into  the  lioi-i/on  whence  he 
was  to  cut  his  way  across  the  heavens  ni  the  eeaseless  pursuit 
of  evor-lleeti n_u-  dawn. 
Hio  reveille  ! 

lUii^'le  soiukI  and  beat  of  drum  recalls  the  stern  f;ict  that 
in  tlie  nndst  of  these  ])e;iceful  s;»litndes  War,  re(ldiap.<led, 
biood-tliirsty  W'nr.  stalks  abroad  in  a  rei^n  of  tei'i-oi-. 

When  the  <lis.il)!ed  fleet  drifted  out  of  rauiic  of  th(>  h:it- 
tcM'v,  ( 'ominandei-  Mcl*liei'>on  was  anxious  to  follo\\-  and  over- 
taking" thetn  complete  the  victory.  Not  toi-  a  moment  did  he 
think  that  the  policy  of  (ieiiei'al  Wilkinson  would  he  other- 
wise. I  lis  anxiety  was  the  po--ihility  that  his  command  would 
be  ordere(l  to  remain,  and  others  he  .-cut  out  in  the-ir  stead. 
No  onlers  were  is<ue(l  and  the  attackiuL;,-  party  departed  as  un- 
molested as  tlaju^h  i^-oiiiLi'  for  an  oiitini:-. 

"  X'atiLihan.  <Ui:u-e<ted  the  commandei-,  when  it  was  cer- 
tain no  order>  for  the  piir-uil  were  t()  l--ue.  "  ^vhat  do  you  say 
to  tblluwinLi-  the  !leet  and  hrin^inLi-  ihein  ha.ck  as  prized?" 

(let  thee  behind  me.  S.itan.""  ([Uoted  \'auuhan.  "  it's  a 
shanu>  to  let  them  <lip  away  _iu>t  when  we  had  them  fairly 
caught.  r)Ut  it-  a  -ample  of  what  the  "  reuiars*  are  made  ot". 
Mareeau  and  Lane  wiadd  captm-e  the  hull  lulin"  on  'em  with 
a  cain')e  I     1  tell  you  ii-  a  Ibi.l  expedition,  thi-. 

The  men  paitrd  and  <lid  n;«t  nit  ei  uniil  ihe  lu  xt  tbreiioon. 
X'auiiiian  and  die  twn  pilot-  -lood  up<>n  the  (Minh'  hrea-tworks 
and  j)ass(Ml  a  -pyuia—  from  eye  tn  <  \<'. 

^hirceau  -poke  lir-t  :  ••  Tliet  tha i-^'s  no  dead  pine.  Dead 
pines  don't  tiaxcl  fur,  and  thai  one's  opened  a  hand's  width 
and  whats  onusual  its  -ot  a  mate  I'ollyin;^-  at  prezaekly  the 
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samr  onit  I  I  ts  a  coujilc  of  topinn-ts  a-looiiiiii  aloft  tlir  island, 
and  wu'll  iu'v  inoix'  c-cKl)i'atiir  afoic  l<»n<j:.  sir. 

A'aii^lian  motioned  to  M(d*lu'i>on,  wlio  took  the  i;lass  hut 
failed  to  \t'rify  the  ]iilot's  discovery,  wliich  in  no  wise  discon- 
certed that  worthy,  who  rather  felt  his  su[)eriority  over  the 
oflicer. 

Lane  took  a  lonii,  look  and  without  rcMnovini;-  the  <:lass 
announced  that  there  were  four  dead  pines  wulkin'  up^the 
crick,  now.  *' 

Just  then  the  howsprit  of  the  first  --ehoonei',  for  there  was 
no  douht  ahout  it  now,  pus]ie(l  out  of  a  rocky  cleft,  and  in  a 
few  moments  the  lately  uexl  up  lleet  was  >een  advanciuLT  to 
renew  the  comhat.  M(d*herson  •j.ax'e  his  men  a  few  words  of 
eneoura^emi-nt  and  then  in>tructed  the  i^unnei's  to  hold  their 
lire  nntil  the  enemy  attacke(l.  TIk^  tleet  was  sliort  one  hiM,u' 
on  this  occasion,  a  tact  which  X'auiihan  noted  with  -oiiie  in- 
ward self-j»raise.  TIk'  schooners  led  (li(>  hi'iu  hy  !jun>hot  di  — 
tance.  and  ai)proachinLi'  holdl\-  lo  the  steep  Mulls  <et  a  couple 
of  twelve-pounder<  to  <oundinu  taps  at  the  c'iviw  sky  ahove. 
The  hattei-y  returne<l  with  a  concci-ted  volcano  of  hell-tire  and 
shot  which  cut  -ome  of  the  runninu'  riL'iiin.Li',  and  some  of  tin; 
sails  drooped.  This  ex'identh'  di>eoncei  te(l  the  >chooiuM"s  for 
they  immediately  fell  hack  to  the  pi-oteci ion  of  the  lar_uc'r  ^uns 
of  th(»  hriii'.  The  slight  hree/.e  was  dyin^  out  and  after  firing 
a  few  random  shots  the  lleet  retreati'd  as  it  had  on  the  niuht 
previou-. 

No  attem[.t  wa>  made  to  loUow  the  enemy  down  the  Riv- 
er, and  camp  at  W'ilk in-on'<  Toint  was  not  hrokeu  until  three 
days  latei".  The  soldier^  .-utlci-ed  fi'oiu  want  ot'  slioe<  and 
"winter  cl<.>lhin,u-,  and  boidv;-  evcrv  man  <»f  therji  liad  inti  Ui" 
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gencc  to  foresee  tlir  disaster  which  siihseciueiitly  hcfcll  ilw  ex- 
poditioii  at  Chrvsk'r's  V\v\d. 

At.  the  h:ittle  of  I^u'th'tt  Point  two  Aiiiericaiis  were  kilKd 
and  four  were  wouikKmL  AFcPhiTsoii  was  })roiiioted  to  a  cap- 
tjiincv,  wliieh  ollicc  \\c  had  held  by  brevet,  and  Captain 
A'aughan  was  i^iven  eoniniand  of  the  schooner  Julia,  whose 
successful  cruisin^u"  forms  the  subject  ol'  another  chapter. 


TlIK   STOIIV   OI'    TOM  (iAIIXKT. 

p]ver  since  that  period  when  man  reared  on  his  hind  le^s 
and  walked,  romance  has  been  signally  united  with  war.  One 
of  the  most  touching  anecdotes  of  the  secon<l  war  with  England 
is  related  of  a  hero  of  the  Army  of  the  North,  as  that  arm  on 
Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence  border  was  designated. 

Tom  (iarnet  was  the  son  of  an  I'aiglish  fanner,  li\ing 
about  tbrty  miles  IVom  Liverpool.  Jle  chose  a  partner  lur  life, 
and  was  sent  not  long  at"ter  marriag(^  with  ;iu  ox  cai-t  laden 
with  wheat  to  Liver[)ool,  to  exchange  foi  furniture  and  an  out- 
fit, but  was  seize(l  on  the  streets  by  a  press  gang,  and  despftc^ 
his  entreaties  and  resistance,  was  taken  on  board  a  frigate, 
about  to  sail  for  the  l^ast  Lidies,  his  cart  and  oxen  renniining 
in  the  street,  and  him>elf  unable  to  relieve  anxieties  at  home 
by  a  single  word  of  explanation. 

During  seven  long  weary  years,  he  was  di'tained  al)r(nid, 
without  an  opportunity  of  exchanging  letters  with  his  tamily, 
or  of  knowing  whether  those  most  dear  were  ilead  or  alive.  At 
length,  he  was  ])aid  oil' and  set  on  shore  at  Liverpool.  Sun- 
burnt by  ti'opical  heat,  and  haggard  tVom  hard  serviec\  he  was 
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so  cluiii,U('<l  that  his  hot  tViriids  woultl  hardly  \\:wv  known 
liim.  lie  had  eari'tully  sax'ccl  Ids  carninLis,  and  havini; 
shunned  the  viees  that  .-ailoi's  too  oitni  ae([iui-c,  he  had  with 
hini  a  considei-ahk'  sum.  i'or  a  man  ol'  his  station,  with  which 
he  was  fondly  ]io[)in^-  t:)  ^■ladd('n  the  licarts  ot*  loved  ones  at 
home — it'  perehanre  they  wi-re  still  livinii.  As  niLiht  a[)- 
proaclied,  tearini;-  to  eall  at  an  inn.  ]r<{  his  di'os  and  appear- 
ance should  excite  suspicion  that  he  mi^lit  he  a  de>ei-tei'  from 
the  fleet,  he  crept  into  a  nook  under  a  slack  ol"  Mraw.  and 
spent  the  niuht.  In  the  mornim:'.  there  was  a  dense  fo^,  and 
not  knowin^j^-  the  course  he  should  t;d<e.  he  fell  in  with  another 
press  i^auii",  and  was  ;i<j,ain  cai'ried  on  hoai'd  a  ve<>el  ahout  to 
sail  for  the  South  Amei'ican  ('oast.  After  sonu-  years,  tindin^ 
an  op})ortunity.  he  e-ca[)e<l.  crossed  the  Ande-.  and  a(  lenutli. 
reaching  an  Atlantic  port,  he  eidi<ted  Inr  a  lew  months  in  an 
American  shi}),  which  <i)on  hroULiht  him  to  the  I'niti'd  States. 

His  crew  was  detailed  tor  sei'vice  on  hake  Ontario,  and  he 
arrived  at  Sackets  llarhor  in  ilie  fall  of  \^\'2.  and  joined  the 
crew  of  the  hriL;  ( Jnei; la  under  Lieutenant  W'oolsey.  During 
twenty  years  he  had  heen  unaldc  to  Liain  the  lirst  woid  from 
home.  He  was  of  a  kind.  chciiTul  and  ohliLiinu  d isj losi t i( a i . 
was  strictly  temperate,  used  no  pi-ofane  lamiuai^i'.  and  was 
made  captain  of  tlu'  foreca>tle.  from  the  entire  contideiict'  tli;;t 
was  placed  in  his  capacity  and  lidelity.  Jn  >lioi1.  Tom  (iar- 
net  was  the  univei'-al  iavorite  of  the  hriLi".  and  hoth  ollicers 
and  men  heeame  >ti-(»nuly  attached  to  him  foi-  hi<  kindne--  of 
heart,  inti'lliiienee  ami  nioi-.-d  worth. 

( )n  the  nmrninL:  h'  tnre  the  lleei  ( if  ( '< an modoic  ("liaunce\' 
sailed  to  meet  the  enemy  wvav  Kin-.-tnn.  Tom  icl.itid  to  hi- 
comratles  a  dream  he  had  the  iMLiht  I'efoic.  in  which  hi>  w  i  le 
appeai'ed  to  him  as  a  dix'iidiodicd  >pirit  in  IIea\-en,  with  a 
tun,  whom  he  had  nevei'  >een,,  and  told  him   he  would  miou 
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join  tlii'in.     Ilis  st(?i-v  \v::.-'  with  levity  ;  l,ut  the  cnlin 

and  serious  (•.M'lusino.'S  witii  \vi;:c}i  lie  rch;t((l  it,  r.r.d  the  evi- 
dent eonvivii(.u  l^e  liad  t j  the  prenionilieii.  eliecked  liilnrit y. 
lie  proceede;]  to  divide  his  v.ar(h-ol)e  anioiiii-  his  eoinpaiiions, 
and  gave  instructions  ahout  tlie  (h>{)<»sal  of  the  little  jii-o] city 
he  possessed,  a<  one  ahout  to  (Wv  ;  y(-t  his  cheerful ne.-s  and 
alacrity  wwv  unahated  :  althoULih  lie  evidently  helieved  in  ihe 
presentiment  he  had  expressed,  he  s(eni(d  exhilarated  in  the 
welcome  prospect  of  meetini;-  the  lon«;-lost  and  dear  partner  of 
early  hopes. 

The  tleet  saile(l  and  enuapMl  tlu^  enemy's  hatteries  in  the 
harhor  of  KinL:>t(tn.  the  first  shot  from  which  was  a  nim- 
pound  hall,  ^vlli(•h  crossed  the  deck  of  the  Oneida,  and  passed 
throuiih  the  hody  of  Tom  (rirnet  at  his  post.  lie  fell  inslani- 
ly  dead,  with  the  s; me  .Muik'  up(  n  his  c<'Untenance  which 
habit  had  impressed. 


KAIM.Y  SMr(i(.I.IN(i. 

A  company  of  infantry,  under  Captain  l!enp.et,  and  of 
twenty-  three' aitillerynien.  un(K'r  Jjeutenant  Cross,  were  sta- 
tioned at  Sack(  i<  Harhm-  in  lS!iS.  nnd  early  in  >hirch.  isoi', 
two  dctachmciii- of  militia  ( r< >rty-li\'o  men  from  ('oIoikI  Taid 
Stickney  s  regiment,  were  di'awn  out.  twenty  of  whom  were 
stationetl  oil  the  St.  hawriiice  at  (Iravdlv  Toiiit.  now  ('ape 
\'ini-ent,  oppo-ilt"  KinLi>t"u.  and  tin-  i-cmainder  at  Antwerp  on 
the  ( )sweuatch if  !•( )ad,  w  hric  -(A  '  ra  1  roUte>  united.  The  i  ni- 
hai'uo  ha;l  the  rllcct  of  low cri n;:  the  pi  icc  of  L^i-ain.  hy  iiitn'- 
ru]>ting  the  eomnieice  hy  w  Inch  it  wa^  e.xporleil,  whil«,j  from 


&4  WAi:S  AND  TvI'MOKS  (.I'   N\  A  hs. 

the  s;\in('  cnusc  it  cnoi-iiion.-l}'  inci-cnscd  tlic  price  of  pofnsli, 
whic-li  nil  iK'W  woody  (.-oini trirs  produce,  mid  wliicli  llic  ciu- 
biirgo  prevented  from  reacdiiiiL;  l'^ii,ii,laiid,  except  indirectly  l»y 
way  of  ( 'anada.  ddns  allorded  a  t(  niptation  too  stron;^  (or  t!ie 
hoivjsty  of  li'reat  numb.-rr.,  wlio,  notwithstanding  the  vi;j,ilance 
of  tlie  revenue  ollicers  wer^'  very  successful.  This  article  I'ose 
to  §300  to  §i)'2()  j)er  ton  in  Montreal,  tVoin  whence  it  couM  he 
exported  witiiout  ohstruction  to  I-ji^land  ;  and  .is  thei-e  then 
existed  in  Canada  no  law  aizainst  its  importation  into  the 
country,  the  (^nly  dilliculty  to  nn^et  was  an  evasion  or  o[)en 
defiance  of  our  own  laws.  I'otash  was  brought  from  tlie  inte- 
rior counties,  an<l  even  from  Xew  Voi'k  to  this  frontier,  and 
temporary  roads  were  heaten  through  the  forest  in  the  winter 
time,  hy  those  enua^i'd  in  this  illegal  tradic.  Anioni::  these 
was  the  "  end)aru()  roach  "  from  the  Hlack  Kiver,  near  I>ro\vn- 
ville,  to  near  French  ('I'eek,  which  for  a  season  hecamc  a  ^Lireat 
thorou^i'lifare  foi-  smuiiulers. 

Previous  to  the  callinLi,"  nut  of  the  nnlitia  <h'ta(dnnents 
above  mentioned.  Mi-.  Hart  Mas<ey  had  seized  iifty-foui-  bar- 
rels of  {)ot  and  jtearl  ashes,  and  twenty  hai'rels  of  pork  near 
Cape  \dncent,  which  propeity  was  openly  rex-ued  jnid  carried 
off  by  a  force  of  lifty  or  sixty  armed  men,  with  many  sleii^hs 
from  Kinuston. 

Cnder  date  of  March  M,  ISO'.),  the  collector  at  Sackets 
Harbor  made  tlie  foUowimj,  complaint  to  the  Ti-easury  I)e])ai  t- 
ment  : 

Nature  has  t\irnishe(I  the  smuLiillers  with  the  lii-me>t  ice 
that  was  ever  known  on  this  tVontier.  Thd'e  is  scarcely  a 
place  from  the  Oswepitchie  to  Sandy  Crin  k.  a  distance  <»f  1  li> 
Tailes,  but  that  t'.ie  ice  is  ^ood.  Sh  i^hs  pass  at  Sackets  Ilar- 
t)or  ten  nnles  from  >hoi-e,  and  all  the'  force  I  can  raise  is  not 
sufficient  to  stop  the:n.     They  appear  (h'terndned  to  e\ade  the 
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laws  at  tlio  risk  of  their  lives.  More  particularly  at  Oswe- 
gatehie,  I  am  informed,  tliey  li.ive  entered  into  a  coml)ination 
not  to  entertain,  nor  even  suffer  any  otlier  force  to  be  stationed 
in  that  vicinity,  and  tliL'ir  threats  are  handi-d  out,  that  if  I,  or 
any  other  otlicer  sliould  eonu-  there  a^ain,  they  will  take  a  raw 
hide  to  them,  which  tliey  declare  they  have  prepared  for  that 
imr|:)Ose.  These  threats  don't  teri-ify  ni(\  I  only  mention 
them  to  let  you  know  theii-  unpi-inciple(l  determination.  The 
regular  trooj)s,  and  tlu^  iidiahitants  at  that  station,  have  a  nui- 
tunl  un<UM'standinii-.  If  tlu^  tror>ps  that  arc  there,  are  not 
called  away,  it  will  Ix.'  in  v;iin  to  send  any  more,  without 
sending  cnouuh  t:>  o\'e:"[)0'A'er  them  and  the  inhahitants. 

The  ndliti:i,  statione(i  on  the  ( )swt'gat(diie.  ai'e  thirty  miles 
this  way  from  the  post,  at  the  place  wher(^  the  I'oads  hrancdi 
off  to  various  parts  of  St.  Lawi'cnce  ('  )unty.  [Antwerp.]  Tla^ 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  their  station  are  h(;stile  jiud  refuse  to 
accommodate  tliem  with  anything.  e\'en  to  admit  them  into 
their  houses.  They  are  in  a  suffering  e()nditi(ai.  and  the  snow 
i.s  three  feet  diH'p.  I  shall  go  to  their  assistance  s;>on.  and  fur- 
nish them  with  such  things  as  they  arc^  in  want  of.  to  keep 
them  from  suffering.  They  are  poorly  ai-med.  without  hlan- 
kets  or  cooking  utensils,  or  even  without  sheltei-.  except  hem- 
lock houghs,  hut.  notwithstanding  their  distressed  situation, 
they  stop  the  illicit  trade  on  that  road.  It  is  with  ditraadty 
that  I  get  any  as-i>tanee  for  the  eonvevanee  of  pi-operty  to  the 
[)uhlie  ston\  If  I  have  not  armed  men  with  me,  the  inhahi- 
tants will  assemhle  in  the  night  and  take  the  property  from 
nu\  There  iwc  somi>  who  wi-li  to  support  the  law<.  hut  they 
•AW  SO  unpopulai-  that  liny  shrink  from  their  dut\'.  Mv  lite 
and  the  lives  ot"  mv  deputies  art^  tlireatened  daily  ;  what  will 
be  thi^  tat(^  of  u^.  (  i  'd  onl\-  know-. 

TIlis  open  and  bold  d.-liunce  of  la'.vs,  w-s  ij-^t  ciitirLlv  duo 
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to  a  mci'ceiiarv  spirit,  hut  to  political  raiu-or  and  a  ])ra('t!{'al 
oppo.siti(»ii  to  a  law  which  tlicv  dcclai'cd  iiiiconstitutidiial  and 
void.  An  o[)cn  dciiancc  to  the  law  was  attcni j)tc(l  at  Oswego, 
in  the  suninua-  of  ISOS.  it  is  said,  in  pai-t.  hy  citi/.cns  olMctlrr- 
.son  County,  wliicdi  was  holdly  plainicd  hut  jioorly  cx('(aitc<l. 

One  inorniuL:,-  ahout  ten  hoats  with  sixty  armed  men.  en- 
tered that  harhi)!",  and  from  an  intinnilinn  that  \vas  oiveu  hy 
one  of  their  luimhc-r,  it  was  learned  that  they  designed  t<>  for- 
cibly seize  a  (juantity  of  Hour  that  had  heen  detained  hy  the 
collector,  Mr.  Ihirt,  or  to  use  their  own  lan;:;uai!,(',  "  to  clear  out 
the  place  or  burn  it.  A  nu'ssau(>  was  at  once  sent  to  lia>ten 
on  a  company  of  drauoons  at  Ononih-i^a.  who  ari-ived  within 
half  a  (h)zen  nnles  and  encampeil.  Learninii,-  that  the  houi'  of 
11  p.  m.  was  aizreetl  upon  for  a  *'  scrape,  the  detachment  was 
ha.stened  torwai'd.  and  arrived  a  few  ndnutes  before  the  -ii^iial 
was  ^iyen.  Jh-arin^"  l!ie  mir-ic  ol"  tlie  approachinu'  company, 
the  in.'^olent  mai-auders  instantly  (le<l  to  the  woods,  leaving:- 
their  boats  in  (diai'!j,-e  of  the  collectoi'.  The  ixreat  price  to  which 
ashes  arose  led  for  a  -hort  time  to  exteii>i\'<'  cleai-inus  foi-  tlii> 
object  as  labor  was  far  better  i-ewai'ded  in  this,  than  in  the  oi'- 
dinary  j)ursuits  of  husband ry.  ( )n  the  lii'.-t  of  Mai-cli.  ISO'.), 
the  cndKiru'o  uavc  place  to  a  non-intei'course  law.  which  ex- 
j)ired  in  May.  isjo.  On  tlu'  fourth  of  April.  ISl-J,  an  embar- 
was  a^ain  lai<l,  which  rendered  i-eneweii  viLiilanct*  neces- 
sary :  but  this  time  a  more  ellicient  s\-.<teni  of  means  was  at 
hand. 

In  M  iy.  b^l2.  the  Lord  Xel.'^on.  a  Ib-ili-h  schooiu'r,  bound 
foi"  Ni;i_uai-a.  and  la-i*":;  witli  II  )ur  and  mei'ehan<l ix'  from 
Jvingst«^ii,  lu  ini'-  found  in  Aniei-ican  waters  in  the  lake,  was 
CJipturcd  by  \\'(.o]sey,  1.»i-oul:1i(  into  ."Jackets  Ilarboi-  and  coii- 
denined  as  a  lawful  ])ri/.e.  .Vinoiii:  the  ^oo(l>  ta ken  and  olleicd 
at  auction  was  a  (juantity  of  plate,  jc^welry,  wcarin^^  ap[»arcl 
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and  houscliold  articles  of  rich  niatorials,  hclon^^iiig  to  a  lady 
of  Quccnstown.  newly  niari'i('(l.  l>ut  not  on  lx)nrd  ;  and  tlicso 
articles  of  <^reat  intrinsic  value,  were  inestimably  prcn-ious  to 
the  owner,  as  family  relics  and  keepsakes.  These,  Connuodoi-e 
AVoolsey,  with  true  courtesy,  proposed  tf»  restore,  ajid  the  sui:- 
^^estion  was  s.'C!)nded  hy  the  lie.irly  ncclamatiou  of  his  gallant 
sailors,  who  ollei-ed  to  i'elin(iui<h  theii'  claim  ;  hut  otlu'i's,  from 
sordid  and  illiheral  motives.  in>isied  that  the  sale  should  ^'o 
on,  and  undertook  to  compete  iu  the  hids.  which  <2,radually 
arose  to  three,  four  and  live  huuilred  dollars.  At  this  moment, 
the  o-allant  W'oolsiy.  determined  not  to  he  hailled  in  his  do- 
sign,  suddeidy  raised  hi>  hid  to  five  thousand,  which  at  once 
ended  the  contest,  amid  the  cheers  of  his  men,  and  io  i]w  dis- 
diseomlit  of  his  opponents.  Tlie  property,  he  proni[)tly  for- 
warded to  the  owner,  and  the  government  sanctioned  his 
course  hy  discharuiuLi"  liim  from  the  ohliuation. 


TIIK  WAR  SCAIvM:. 

War  having  been  I'oi-  years  anticipated,  was  declared  June 
18,  lSI-_>.  hy  a  vote  of  7'.)  to  4'.'  in  the  house,  and  of  11)  to  lo  in 
the  senate  ;  Silas  Stow  then  represented  this  district  and  \dted 
in  the  ni\L:ativ(\  The  event  was  lirst  announce(l  in  a  letter 
from  (io\ca-nor  'romi»kin<  to  Ih  i^ad ier-(  lenei-al  .lacoh  Ihown, 
of  tin*  militia,  (hiti-d  .luiU'  '2'\.  in  which  he  wa<  em{»owei-e<I  to 
re-inforce  Colonel  In-ilinLier.  with  tht>  mihtia  of  Lewis,  Jeffer- 
son and  St.  Lawrence  countits,  and  to  arm  and  e([uip  them  at 
the  state  arsenals  at  Ku-m1I  and  W'alertown,  if  occasion  re- 
quired.   Colom  l  i>enc<lict.  (  f  l)eK\.lh,  St.  J.awreiice  County, 
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was  ordered  to  turn  out  i niincdiatcly  to  i^uard  the  IVontiers 
from  Ogdensbur^  to  St.  Kcj^is.  lu  i-eply,  (icneral  lirown  ur^cd 
the  speedy  tbrwardinu-  ol'arnis  and  munitions,  and  that  a  force 
should  be  posted  at  (a}ie  X'inecnt  and  OiidensburL!,,  wliich 
could  be  eoneentrate(l  at  a  few  liours'  notice,  should  decisive 
measures  be  necessary.  This  letter  c(jntained  the  following- 
sentiments  ; 

Your  Kxcellency  will  bear  in  mind,  that  this  is  a  very 
new  country  ;  that  the  population  is  li^lit.  and  ticnerally  })oor, 
thouo-h  very  respectable  for  so  new  a  country,  and  that,  if  any 
more  men  are  calle<l  from  their  lujnies,  the  crops  which  now 
promise  a  very  abundant  harvest  nur<t  pi-rish  on  the  izround. 
I  mention  this  to  your  I']xcellency.  as  the  county  e  xpects  it  at 
my  hands,  and  much  more  than  my  feeble  abilities  can  ac- 
complish ;  but  no  considerations  of  this  nature  shall  deter  me 
for  a  moment  from  callinii,-  out  every  man  in  the  c(»unty,  if  its 
defense  reipiires  it,  thouiih,  tbr  the  j)resent,  I  nnist  hope  that 
the  force  coming  on.  will  render  such  a  measures  unnecessai-y. 
I  pray  God  that  oui-  uovci-nment  wi-U  act  with  decision  and 
energy  which  becomes  a  gallant  jx^ople.  " 

On  the  lirst  announcenirnt  of  war,  some  families  hastily 
prej)ared  to  leave  the  country,  to  which  they  were  impelle(l  in 
part  by  fugitives  of  tlu-  same  class  from  St.  Lawrence  County, 
and  so  terror  stricken  were  soun',  that  they  hastilx'  (led  into 
the  back  settlements,  .-pi'cading  constrrnat ion  on  their  way, 
and  leaving  their  house's  o[)en  to  an\'  who  might  choosc>  to 
enter.  Rut  to  tln^  (.-rcdit  of  the  c  iuntv  the  luimbci-  of  these 
timid  one.-  was  compa rati\ cly  small,  and  ^evei'al  who  lia<l  I'c- 
moved  returned.  The  fear  ot'  Indian  mas-acre,  which  the 
memories  of  the  revolution  >ugg('-l<-d.  \v;is  in  genei-al  the  im- 
])elling  cau-e.  although  thcx'  (•(.nhl  si-ai-ccly  dclinc  the  -dUi'cc 
from  whence  th">e  dre  ide  l  m  iriudi-r.-  w>»uld  come,  or  athluce 
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a  consistent  ni;u,inn(Mit  to  jii>tity  tlirir  jipprcluMision.  Af't<'i-  a 
time,  contukMKT  bi'i^an  to  rcUirn.  until  at  Icii^tli  sonic  scttliT 
ventured  to  cross  the  river  by  ni^ht,  to  c-all  u;»on  an  old  ac- 
quaintance. These  visits  gradually  hiMvinie  niori'  conniion, 
and  by  the  time  die  war  rmKMl.  old  ac  jn  lintanc.'-;  had  al i\' idy 
been  renewed  ;  the  river  was  ero^-^-'d  by  daylight,  and  a-  often 
as  there  was  oe.-asion — iwd.  in  short,  they  found  that  allli  aiuh 
legally  eneniii'-.  they  W(M'e  <rill  tVieiids. 

The  news  of  the  war  had  scarcely  reaelied  this  frontier, 
when  hostilities  were  bei^un  in  a  small  way,  by  Abiua-  Hub- 
bard, a  revolutionary  s  )ldier.  who,  without  auihority.  and 
with  only  the  aid  of  a  mm  and  a  !>  >\\  ni  ide  a  descent  u[)on 
Fort  (arleton.  near  (ape  Adnceiit.  and,  without  iirini:"  a  ixun, 
took  the  ii'arrison,  consisting  of  thi-ee  invalid  men  and  two  wo- 
men, prisoners.  The  next  day  a  boat  was  sent  to  the  island 
for  the  stores,  and  the  biiildi ni:s  were  afterwards  burned,  ddiis 
proceedinii-  l)cin_Li'  known  at  Kinuston.  an  atteiiijjt  was  made  to 
detain  a  citizen  iVom  Hrownvillc.  who  was  in  town  on  com- 
mercial bu.^iiie--.  but  beinu'  foi'cwa I'licfl  by  a  friend  he  escaped. 
On  the  20th  of  Aj»ril,  a  Ueet  of  trading  vess<ds,  that  had  been 
eauuht  at  ( )L:deiisburi^-.  and  were  attempliiiii-  to  ascend  die 
river  to  the  laki',  were  pursue(l  by  a  j)arty  ol"  provincial  mili- 
tia. Two  of  the  vessels,  the  Sophia  and  lslan<l  Tacket.  wri'c 
burned  near  .Morristown.  and  the  remaimler  returned  in  uiH'at 
confusion  to  ( )LL(lensbiirL:\  whei-e  they  ca'eated  the  ureate-t 
alarm.  On  the  >ec(ind  ot"  .Inly,  the  scouts  of  (ienei-al  Ih-own 
brouii-ht  in  a  man,  tound  Ix'tween  Indian  b*iv(a-  and  the  St. 
Lawrence,  who  was  taken  tor  a  -py.  but  pi-o\ed  to  be  an  Amer- 
ican and  contiinied  the  aeenunt  (d'  the  bui'ninu-  ot"  the  \'es>els. 
stntinix  that  thei-(>  wei-e  abiait  thirty  peiv-ons  aboard,  mostly 
famili(v>  m ovin;;- :  and  tliat  ih.'  inoM  <»f  their  eUcct^  were 
burn/d.     It  V.Mr;  apj>:-c!ieudv  vl  tlnit  thi'  (>n(anv  wei'e  about  to 
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fi)rtify  the  i-laiuls,  and  thu-  coriunand  the  v'w'w.  A  few  days 
before  the  lU'Ws  of  war  was  reia-i vccL  a  hir^e  (|iiantity  of  small 
arms  was  f  )i-wai-(hMl  hy  \\iv  uox-cnior  Id  this  tVoiiticr,  consistioo- 
of  two  thou>aiMl  inuskrls,  and  a  cori'i's^iondin;:,-  (|uautity  of 
munitions,  whi(di  wnr  nio-tly  sent  on  to  tlie  Kusscll  Arsenal, 
in  St.  Lawrcncr  county,  (■s{-ortc(l  hy  the  detach incnt  from 
Lewis  ("(  unty.  A  considci-ahh'  hody  of  militia  from  .Icllcr.-on 
County,  was  a.^scnd»lcd  at  ('ape  \'inccnt,  together  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  force  of  (  oloncl  licllim^cr.  as  it  was  considered  ad- 
visahle  t  >  keep  lvinL:-ton  in  as  Liin-it  a  stale  of  alaian  as  possi- 
ble. At  this  point  was  the  Lireat  naval  station  of  the  enemy, 
where  for  one  or  two  years  armed  vessels  had  heeii  huildin^, 
and  from  whence*  alone  an  attack  could  \)v  reasonahly  ex- 
pected. It  was  appr(>henth  (1  that  an  attempt  woidd  he  made 
by  the  British,  to  de-troy  or  take  our  vessels  at  ( ><:(lenshui-ii-, 
and  the  Oneida.  Lord  Nelson,  and  other  vess(ds  at  Sachets  Har- 
bor. To  he  in  i'eadine><  l"oi-  any  attack,  the  uovenior  was  im- 
portuned to  forward  cannon  from  the  state  arsenals,  and  the 
assurance  wa<  iiivcn  that  a  uoixl  account  would  he  rend(M-ed 
of  th<}  enemy,  -liould  they  attempt  any  expedition  to  our 
.shores.  Oh  the  11  th  of  .1  ul  v  a  rumor  was  spread  that  Lieu- 
taiant  W'oolscy.  with  the  hri^-  Oiu-ida.  had  hcen  taken  hy  the 
caemv,  wdiich  hr^iu^ht  (Iciiei'al  Ih'own  to  ilw  Ilai-hor,  hut  the 
report  proved  uroundless.  There  had  arrived  two  brass  nino- 
pounders,  hut  no  iiine-[)ound  shot. 
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On  Sunday.  t\\v  r.ltli  of  July,  \S\'2,  Captain  W'oolscy,  f.f 
the  Oneida,  (IIsi-ovuixmI  lV(»in  ilw  mast  head  of  his  hrii:,-,  livo 
sail  of  tlu>  cau'iny  h^-atinu"  up  tlic  harbor,  viz:  the  Kowal 
(rt'oru,!',  24  _ii,uns  :  the  Scncra,  IS  ;  I'l-incc  iJcLicnt,  '22  :  ICai'l  (»f 
^foira,  "iO  :  and  Sinic()(>.  ddic  Oneida  attempted  to  uain  the 
lake,  hut  faihnu.  retui-ne(h  and  was  mooi-e(l  outsi(h'  (d"  the 
j>i:)int.  where  the  ship  house  st.xxh  with  one  l»i-oadside  of 
nine  Liuns  to  the  enemy,  wliih'  the  others  wei-e  taken  out  an<l 
lias>tily  plaeed  on  a  hicastwork  on  the  shoic,  near  which,  nii 
the  day  }>revious.  a  :)"J-i»ounder  (intenthd  tor  th<'  (uieithi,  hut 
found  too  hea\'y)  had  heeu  mounted  on  a  pivot,  upon  a  niou'id 
about  six  feet  hiiih.  Alarm  uuns  were  lireil.  and  exjtresses 
sent  to  eall  in  tlie  nei^hlxtriuLi'  militia,  who  did  not.  however, 
arrive  in  time  to  render  as.-i>tanee.  hut  who.  in  the  eourse  of 
the  day.  eame  in  to  the  innnher  of  ;5.(>(M).  ddie  liriti>h  had, 
early  in  the  nioriuiiL:,  captured  a  h(»at  ladm  with  llour  tVom 
Ca})e  \dneent,  and  the  ei'ew  was  set  <»n  shoi'e,  and  sent  with 
the  nK\<sa_L:,-e  "that  all  t!ie\'  wanted  was  the  hri.n-  ()neida.  and 
the  Lord  NelsDii  (a  vessel  t  iken  a  little  before  for  r.  violation 
of  the  revenue),  and  tliat  they  would  bum  the  village  if  there 
was  a  sin^^le  shot  lii'ed  at  them. 

The  enem\'  had  b;- ai  misinformed  about  the  defense-;  of 
the  j>lace,  and  e.-pecially  of  the  ;'.i!-pounder,  r.i-.u  supj;(  scd  there 
was  nothine  to  i>e  lea.red  in  the  way  of  oininanee.  '1  he  force 
at  tiirtt  time  in  town  was.  b.'.T^de-  the  cre  w  of  the  (  )neida,  the 
re^uin lent  of  ('olunel  nellijiL^er.  a  vt.lunteer  company  of  artil- 
lery under  (  V.ptain  (  amp,  an<l  a  few  militia.     Captain  \\'ool- 
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sev,  k'avin_u-  his  l)ri<j,-  in  cIku'^c  of  a  liculcnniit.  took  tlic  .l;cii<m;i1 
coiniriaiid  on  slioio,  tlir  ^^J-poundcr  liciiii;  in  cliai'u.c  of  Mr. 
William  \'au^lian.  sailing  master,  and  the  other  <;uns  undci- 
that  of  ( 'aptain  ( 'am  j).  Thei-o  were  no  shot  in  town  larger 
than  'i-l-pound  halls  whieli  wei-e  used  (with  the  aid  of  jiatc-hcs 
formed  of  cai'jiets),  in  the  iJ'J-poniider. 

By  the  time  these  arrangements  wei'e  made,  the  enemy 
had  arrived  within  uun  shot,  nearly  in  iVont  of  the  hatlery, 
when  the  aetien  was  In  ^un.  the  tiist  shot  heinii,  from  the  -Vl- 
poundcM-  on  the  mound  :  u|;on  whicdi  a  shout  of  lauiihter  wa>: 
hoard  from  the  lleet,  at  tlie  supposed  iiid>eeile  attempt  at  re- 
sistanee.  The  lii'e  was  retun;e(l  hri-kly,  and  eontinutd  lor 
two  houi"s.  all  of  tlu'  enem\-"s  halls  hut  one  or  two.  fallin_u' 
against  the  roeks  at  the  foot  of  the  hlull'.  whore  our  foi'ce  was 
stationed.  One  hall  fell  near  hy,  an<l  plowe(l  up  the  i;roun<l 
for  Some  distance.  Jt  was  eatiLiht  up  ju>t  when  it  ha<l  sjient 
its  forei\  hy  a  man  who  came  runniuLi,-  in  and  .-houtinu  that  he 
had  "eauiLiht  them  out  ;  "  and  so  it  proved,  for  from  its  eoni- 
mandino-  [losition,  it  w<-is  seen  th;;t  our  h'.u'  luu  li.-id  e\"ei'\' 
advantage',  and  that  >e\eral  ol  its  shots  lold  with  elltet. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  jictioii.  as  ilie  Koyal  <  u•ol•^e.  the 
lhi<i-sliip,  w;;s  wearing-  to  uive  another  hroadside,  a  •i4-p<anid 
shot  struck  her  stein,  ;  r.d  I'aked  her  whole  length,  killing- 
ei<iht  men,  and  do'.r.;;  nuudi  da  mai^c  I'pon  tli  is  the  simial  ot 
I'otreat  was  Lii\-en.  and  the  whole  lleet  Ixae  away  for  l\in;^>ton 
without  ceremoiiy.  At  tlii<.  the  hand  on  shore  strm-k  up  the 
national  tune  of  ^'aid<ee  i)o(idle.  and  the  troops,  who  had 
through  the  whole  allair  hehaxcd  like  \-clei-an-.  sent  up  iliree 
eheei's  of  victoi'y.  Tl'.e  sl:oi>  fiom  our  hattt'i'y  had  hrokeu 
tlieir  chests  of  medicine^,  their  t<>re  top.-i:allant  mast ,  a nd' t hci i' 
vess.'ls  in  a  do/.;>n  place-.  w!iih'  the  enemv  hi-okv'  iiothim:,  hu! 
— the  Sahhath.     In  a  letter  t'.»  the -ove  'iK  r  (,f  J uly -J  1  ili,  ( ieii- 
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eral  I>r()\vii  nttiihutcd  llic  siicciss  of  the  diiy  to  tlio  irnllant 
spirit  of  W'oolscy,  Txlliii^cr  and  (amp,  in  tlu-ir  r('s])i'cti ve 
capacities,  and  csprci;:!! y  to  tlic  nice  shuts  of  the  o'J-pounder. 

Mr.  \'aughan,  a\  ho  [)ointed  and  fired  this  pieee,  chiinied 
the  honor  of  haviii<;-  tired  the  first  hostile  ^:iin  in  the  war. 
One  of  the  men  at  this  ,uun,  nanied  .hiHns  Torry.  a  ne^^ro, 
better  ki.o.vn  as  I>hiek  .luHu>.  and  a  _<;reat  favorite  in  the 
camp,  served  at  his  p jst  with  remarkahh^  activity  and  cour- 
age. As  there  was  no  opportunity  for  the  use  of  small  arms, 
the  greater  part  of  the  troops  wlio  were  drawn  U[),  were  i)assive 
spectators  of  the  engagement. 


CAPTrUK   OF  C.XSASOilVi:. 

On  the  night  of  the  '2(>th  <  f  Septendicr,  an  expedition 
was  dispatched  tVom  Sackets  Ilarhor,  which  is  thus  deseri!:ed 
by  CJeneral  Ih-own,  in  his  repoi't  to  the  g(iv<;rn.)r: 

At  a  time  whiai  my  force  was  the  hghtest,  and  a  wry 
considerable  alarm  prevailed  for  the  siifety  of  that  poi't,  I  fitted 
out  a  secret  ex{»t  (lition  undrr  the  eonniiand  of  that  excellejit 
officer,  Captain  l''or<yth.  again>t  (Jananocpu,  a  small  liritish 
post,  twenty  miles  hclow  I\ini:ston.  w  ith  the  view  of  capturing 
some  of  the  eiuiuy's  annnuiution.  of"  w  hich  we  were  and  are 
greatly  in  want,  and  of  alarnniig  them  as  much  a>  pos>ihle 
for  their  ow  n  .-af(  ty.  My  onlcr  wa-  executed  hy  (aptain 
Forsyth,  as  heeanu'  an  (jtlicer  and  a  soldier,  and  ('aptain  Mc- 
Nitt  and  Lieutenant  ih'ow  iiand  lai-ign-  Haw  kins  and  John- 
son, of  the  militia,  w  ho  xohnileeri  il  on  the  expedition,  are  re- 
ported to  me  hy  Captain   l'"ur.-yth  a>  <le>erving  the  highe.":t 
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praise  for  tlu-ir  cooK  iutrcpid  vnlnv  and  uood  conduct.  Tlicix^ 
was  not  a  man  but  did  liis  duty.  Capttiin  Forsyth  landed  in 
o[)en  day,  two  ]:iiil(.^s  al)oV(^  the  villati-c:  his  whoh'  force 
amountinii  to  ninetydive.  At  three-quarters  of  a  inih'  he  met 
two  horsemen,  one  u\'  whom  was  prohahly  shot,  the  othei*  (hd 
to  the  viUai^e,  where  Captain  I'orsyth  lound  on  his  arrival  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  mder  ot"  haitle.  1  in  sti'ona\  and  upon  his 
approach  they  c(  iiiiu(  r.ctd  a  lu  a\  \'  lire  upon  him.  hut  o\'ei-.  He 
rushed  immediately  on.  witiiout  tiring,  until  within  KM)  yai<ls. 
when  his  j)arty  made  a  few  delihei-ate  shots,  then  rushed  on, 
and  i)roke  the  enemy,  drove  them  across  a  hridLic.  which,  foi- 
his  better  security.  ( 'aptain  l'\)rsyth  bi'oke  up.  lie  had  one 
man  killed  a.nd  one  wor.nded.  Tiu'  loss  of  the  enemy,  in 
kille(h  (  a{)tain  Forsyth  ha<  declined  statin^-,  but  from  the  best 
information  I  can  collect  tVoni  the  party,  it  was  tVom  t'-n  to 
fifteen.  1'wi-lve  prisoners  were  taken.  15. (MM)  ball  cartridges 
and  41  muskets.  Thei-e  were  in  the  kind's  stori^  about  b~(> 
barrels  of  provisions,  and  a>  there  wei'c  no  boats  to  brinn-  it 
away  it  was  consume(l  hy  (ii'c.  too-e! bei- with  (he  -toiv.  I'l-ivate 
property  was  held  sacred.  To  the  soldiers  on  this  expedition, 
T  have  ])res(Mited  the  public  pi-operl\-  t;d<en,  as  a  reward  for 
their  valoi*  and  ^^ood  e;)nduct.  I  wi-h  your  exeellency  to  ap- 
]>robat(>  oi-  disapprob:i(c  t!ii>  my  donation  to  the>e  bi'ave  men. 
Your  e.xcelK'ncv  mr.>t  bear  in  mind,  that  with  my  very  little 
briii'ade.  oi- .-it  be<t  a  pan  of  th.-it  ;:l  (  J^weno.  I  ha\-e  been  ])Ut 
upon  the  drtbn-(>  of  ihi-  noiMhei-n  iVoutier.  iVom  Si.  Ib-Lii^  lo 
near()>wr^o.  The  men  lliat  I  ha\(Mlie  Icaior  to  command, 
liave  done  and  >uf1ered  much  tor  the  mditia  :  their  elotli(s 
iXenei'ally  wcit  in  tat'er^a.nd  ihe\-  ;ii-e  poor  men.  They  ean 
not  elothi'  iliemsol\-es  in  \\\\<  re-iou  for  Sii.C.C)  per  nionlli.  and 
it  is  not  in  human  nature  thai  tlie>e  nu  n  can  en<lure  a  wniier 
calnpaign  in  this  clinialc  lliiis  cdad.    1  ei;u  not  believe  that 
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those  nwn  would  Iv.wv  nic  ;  it  would  grieve  iihm.'' they  should  : 
hut  it  is  a  staiu  upou  our  uatioual  charack'i'.  that  tin;  (.•itizen 
soldier  of  this  country  should  ho  worso  paid  and  provided  for, 
than  any  other  elass  ainoui:-  us. 


RKDonrrAr.ij-:  KiN(;sr(>x. 

('onini:)d(^re  ( 'hauneey  ha vi ni^-  taken  a  station  near  the 
Praise  Dueks  fell  in  v.it'.i  the  Koyal  (ieoruc,  'iC)  ^uns.  and 
cliased  her  into  the  hay  of  (j>uinu'.  w  here  sla^  was  lo>t  in  the 
ni<^"ht.  On  the  niorniui^-  of  the  lOih.  he  took  a  small  schooner, 
wliieh  he  hurued,  liaNdnii'  uot  si^ht  ol"  the  Koyal  ( ieoriic  whi(di 
ho  f()llow(Ml  into  Kinu-toii  liarhoi-  and  enua^cd  hei-  and  the 
hatterie.s  an  hour  and  forty-hve  nnnutes,  hut  hndinu'  these 
strono-or  than  anticipated,  ni^ht  cominu-  on  and  a  Liale  of  wind 
hlowiuii-  in,  ho  stood  oil"  and  anchored.  in  the  niorninu-  the 
wind  eontiiuuMl  <o  stroni:'  in  -liore  that  he  thouulit  it  iinpiai- 
dont  to  hazard  an  attaek'.  and  heat  out  and  soon  fell  in  with 
tlu^  SiuK'oo.  and  chased  her  over  a  I'eef  of  ro(d<s.  hut  so  dis- 
ahlod  her  with  >liot,  that  >he  said;  hetore  Licttini^-  alongside  of 
the  dock. 

On  the  mornini:-  of  the  lOtli.  he  took  a  larLi'e  schooner 
from  Niagara  hound  in,  and  the  next  nioi-innu-  sent  down  the 
])rize  undei- con\-o\-  ot'  t'lc  (Ji'owder,  pa<t  Kinii-^loii.  to  induce 
the  ship  to  follow,  hui  without  >ucce>-.  The  niuhi  of  ihc  1  jih 
was  hoi-terous  ;  on  the  h>th  w;is  a  <f\-e!-e  -now  storm,  nnd  on 
th(^  1  Ith  it  couiinued  lo  -now  t;i<t.  hut  little  wind.  The  rc- 
niain<l<'r  ol"  thi-  crui-e  we  i:i\f  in  tic  l:ini;u.i,i:c  of  ( 'ommodore 
Chauncey,  in  ;i  letter  to  the  Liovernor  : 

TIjo  (Irowder  -out  the  priz(^  in,  and  stood  in  for  the 
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I)ucks,  wlioro  111'  had  ordci's  to  join  inr.  Near  the  r)iicks,  \iO. 
lell  in  with  the  I^arl  nf  Moira,  coiivoyini:-  tlit'  sloop  I']lizal)('lli 
from  York  to  Kin^^toii.  SailiiiL:,-  M;i>ti'r  Mix,  who  coimiiaiKlcd 
the  Growlor,  run  down  in  a  vorv  gallant  manner  and  to()k 
possession  of  llic  I\!li/.ah(>th  within  two  mih's  of  the  ship.  an<l 
hrou<ilit  her  in.  1  innnediately  weiahed  and  stood  for  Kings- 
ton in  h()[»es  to  ent  her  off,  hut  the  eh'!nents  were  a;j:ainst  me 
a<j:ain,  tor  I  seareely  had  h'ft  the  liarl»or  hefore  it  hlew  a  ^^nU) 
of  wind,  and  sno\ve<l  so  thick  that  \vv  friMpiently  eonld  not  see 
a  nnk'.  We,  however,  persevered  to  the  ureat  (hniLicr  of  the 
vessels  and  lives  of  the  erews.  On  the  11th  we  Liot  si^ht  of 
the  Karl  of  Moira  entering-  Kingston  harhor,  hut  it  hlowin^  a 
gale  of  wind,  we  eoneludrd  not  lo  follow,  and  after  Ix^atiiifi: 
ahout  almost  all  that  day.  1  made  the  signal  foi"  all  thestpiad- 
ron  to  l)ear  for  this  [>laee,  whei'e  we  arrived  on  the  same  even- 
ing. During  these  two  short  cruises  we  ea})ture(l  three  vessels, 
two  have  arrived,  one  we  hurned.  a  fourth  was  so  injured  that 
she  sunk,  and  Wv'  learn  from  one  who  (.-ame  in  the  flags  yes- 
terday, that  the  Uoyal  (ieorge  was  so  imu-h  injureil  that  she 
had  to  haul  on  shori'  to  keep  from  .-inking,  ha\  ini;"  received 
.several  shots  hetween  wind  and  weather,  several  guns  disahled, 
and  a  nundx-r  (»f  pei-><ins  killed  or  wounded,  hesides  eonsid(M'- 
able  injury  (though  mit  inte  ntional j  to  the  town.  Amonizst 
llie  prisoners  is  Captain  lh'(.ck  of  the  reuiment,  and  a 

relative  of  the  late  (iciieral  Ih'ock.  who  was  returning  from 
York  with  part  of  the  hagLiage  of  his  deceased  friend.  Hur 
loss  was  trifling;  oiu*  man  killed  ainl  four  wi  >u;idefl.  t  wo  of' the 
latter  hy  the  hursiing  of  a  gun  on  hi)ard  of  t'.ic  IN  rt.  the  com- 
mander of'  which  ves-el.  Mr.  Arundell.  wa<  knocked  ovei'hoard 
and  drowned,  ddie  damaLie  d«ine  to  the  rigging  and  sails  not 
much,  and  a  few  >hot<  in  the  hull-  of  one  of  the  vessels,  hut 
the  injury  from  which  was  soon  re[)aired.     The  (lov.  'r«)n4)- 
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kins,  Ifainiltoii.  ('oiKiucst  and  (Jrowlcr  are  now  blockading 
the  vessels  in  Kingston.  1  am  now  taking-  on  ])oar(l  i^uns  and 
stores  tor  Nia^ai-a,  for  which  place  I  shall  sail  the  iirst  wind, 
in  com[)any  with  the  .lulia,  Tert,  l''air  Amei-ican,  Ontario  and 
Heourge,  and  1  am  in  ,«j.reat  hopes  that  J  shall  fall  in  with  the 
Prince  Ke^ent.  or  some  of  the  royal  family  which  are  ci'nisin<; 
about  Voi'k.  Had  we  \)vv\\  one  month  sooner  we  could  have 
taken  every  town  on  this  lake  in  three  weeks,  but  the  season 
is  now  so  tem|)estuous  that  1  am  apprehensive  we  can  not  do  ■ 
much  more  this  winter.  J  am  however,  ready  to  co-oju'rate 
with  the  army,  and  our  ollicers  and  men  are  anxious  to  be 
engaged.  " 

This  brilliant  maneuver  conferred  great  credit  upon  those 
engaged,  and  called  publie  attention  to  the  operations  on  this 
frontier,  as  likely  to  atloid  a  theatei'  for  dee(ls  of  vah)r,  that 
would  confer  honor  u})on  the  American  name.  The  spirited 
engagement  in  Kingston  harbor  has  beiMi  compared,  by 
Cooper,  to  the  as>ault  upon  Tripoli,  in  our  previous  war  with 
the  Bai'bary  States,  to  w  hich  it  was  not  in  the  least  inferior, 
due  allowanc(^  being  made  Ibrthe  comparative  Ibrce  emphjyed. 
Th(^  tact  of  the  Royal  (xeorge,  which  was  by  much  the  largest 
vessel  that  had  then  been  built  on  our  inland  waters,  retiring 
before  the  Uiifida,  has  been  ascribed,  by  ('oo[»er,  to  her  not' 
being  pro[>erly  otlicered.  The  liritish  had  not  then  made 
tlieir  drafts  upon  the  royal  navy  for  the  <rr\'ice  of  the  lakes. 

The  bom-s  of  tin-  (  )ncida  lie  in  the  I'^nmch  Creek  liay  in 
sight  of  one  ot' her  con(iu«  -t<.  The  people  of  Clayton  should 
hv  [)atriotic  enough  to  see  that  what  is  kt't  of  her  should  be 
suitably  preserved  Just  as  the  government  has  aln^ady  taken 
steps  to  }»reserve  the  Constitution  i nmiortal i/.ed  in  the  poem  a.>3 
Ohl  lron>ides.  " 
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The  descent  iijx)!!  York  provoked  tlic  rc«'iitm(Mit  of  the 
enemy,  wlio,  knowiuu'  that  Snckcts  IIjiiIm.i-  li;id  liccii  weak- 
ened by  the  withdrawal  of  tioops  to  the  Niai^ara.  ]»hmned  an 
attack  upon  the  Ibrnier.  well  knowin;^-  that  the  captm-e  or 
destruction  of  the  vessels  there  huildiiiL;.  and  the  stoi-es  col- 
lected, would  at  once  them  the  supi-emaev  in  the  cam- 
paign, and  effectually  sui)pressany  further  ollensive  operat ions 
of  the  Americans  tor  some  time. 

Sackets  Ilarhor  was  at  this  time  hut  pooily  prepai-ed  foi' 
defense.  Fort  Tompkins,  occaipyinu-  thi^  site  of  the  pi-esent 
residence  of  the  commanding  otiicer  of  the  -tation.  was  manned 
by  about  two  hundred  (lismounte<l  dragoons,  nnder  ('olonel 
Backus,  a  detachment  of  forty  or  tifty  artillerists,  nnder  Lie  u- 
tenant Ketchum,  and  -eveiity  or  eighty  infantry  invalids,  re- 
cruits and  parts  of  companies.  A  little  ea-^t  of  the  villaLii'  was 
Fort  Volunteer,  a  "^liuht  Wol'k  that  liad  heiMl  chietly  erected  by 
a  company  of  exempt^.  (ienca-al  ]>tar!>oi"n  had  wiatteii  to 
Brigadier-( leneral  Br(»wn,  to  as.-unu'  the  command  and  make 
provisions  for  a  defens(\  which  letter  was  not  answered  from 
motives  of  delicacy  t(tward  ('olonel  liackus,  but  preparations 
Were  made  for  resi>tence,  if  re(pnre<l. 

Between  the  village  and  Ilor<e  I>lan<l,  a  nnle  distant,  was 
a  thin  wood  that  had  been  partly  cut  over,  and  was  lille(j  with 
brush,  loi;s  and  >tump^.  ()ppo^iietlie  i-Iand  was  a  clcarini: 
uf  about  four  ac-res,  an<l  the  island  it-clf,  which  embraces 
twenty-nine  acres,  and  lies  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  was 
covered  with  a  growth  of  lini'oer,  and  at  that  time  connccled 
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with  tlie  main  land  hy  a  bar  that  alhu'ded  a  cros.sin*::,  nearly 
or  (|uite  dry.  Tlu'  hi'acli  opposite  was  ('oniposcd,  then  as  now, 
of  a  rido(>  of  o  ravel,  wliieh  at  that  tini(>  ina(h>  a  natural  breast- 
work, four  or  five  feet  higli.  A  short  distane(>  back  and  fui-- 
ther  south  on  the  shore,  a  strip  of"  woods  extended,  which  had 
been  obstrueted  as  inueh  as  possible  several  vlays  previous,  by 
fellin«i:  trees  in  i-very  direction. 

The  eneniy  having  made  prepai'ations  at  Kingston  f(jr  an 
attaek,  end)arked  1,200  men,  under  Sir  (ieor<^e  I'revost,  on  tho- 
evenino  of  May  'JTth,  on  Ijoard  tin;  ships  Wolfe,  a  new  vessel 
of  24  ouns  ;  the  Royal  (ieoi-«^e.  24  <i;uns  ;  the  bri^  Karl  of 
Moira,  l-S  ouns  ;  and  the  sidiooners  Prince  Ke<i:ent,  Simcoe 
and  Seneca,  mountin,u"  each  several  guns  ;  two  ^un  boats,  and 
about  forty  bar<ies  under  Sir  Jame.s  L.  Yeo  ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing- morning  ( I'^-iday,  May  2Sth)  appeared  in  the  ofiing, 
having  ben  discovered  by  the  schooner  Lady  of  the  Lake, 
that  had  been  cruising  on  the  lake  to  wateh  the  motions  of 
the  enemy. 

As  this  vessel  came  in.  signal  guns  were  tii-e(l.  and  upon 
her  arrival  Colonel  IJackus  dispatched  an  express  to  (ieneral 
Brown,  who.  sin(?e  the  expii-ation  of  his  >ix  months'  term,  had 
l)een  residing  on  his  firm  in  Ih-ownville.  eight  miles  from  the 
harbor.  He  innnediately  I'epaired  to  tiiat  })lace.  and  i>>ued 
sumnniry  orders  for  rallying  the  neighboring  militia,  and  pre- 
paring the  })lace  for  (iefens(\  Alarm  guns  were  hn-d  and 
dragoons  dispatcluMl  in  everv  direction  to  hasten  the  arrival  of 
succor,  and  esju'cially  that  of  Colonel  Tuttle.  who  was  knf)wn 
to  be  advancing  with  s(>v(M*al  hundred  regulars.  No  landing 
was  attempted  by  the  enemy  on  the2Sth.  thei r  attention  being 
(L'Hwn  oil'  by  a  fleet  of  AmiM'ican  baigcs  from  Oswego,  of 
which  twelve  were  taken,  theii-  crews  having  lle(l  to  the  woods, 
and  seven,  by  outsailing  the  enemy  got  safely  into  port,  \\iUi: 
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increasing  thr  disposable  force  of  (Iciicral  liiowii.  Tlicsc  !•(■- 
cruits  proved  to  he  a  part  ol'  a  rc^inicnt  of*  inlaiiti-y  under 
Colonel  As[tii]\valK  on  his  way  hy  water  IVoin  Hswclio  to  Sack- 
ets  Harbor,  who  did  not  di-eover  the  enemy  until  he  was 
doubling  Six  Town  Point.  As  the  route  of  those  that  lande<l 
was  very  eireuitous,  they  did  not  arrive  until  inne  o'<-loek  in 
the  evening. 

The  militia  soon  began  to  assenil)le,  and  as  fast  as  they 
arrived  tiiey  were  armed  and  sent  to  Iloi-se  Island,  which  was 
the  j)oint  at  which  the  enemy  was  expected  to  land.  Tin-  num- 
ber that  came  in  during  the  <lay  was  about  (»(>(),  fresh  Irom 
their  homes,  and  without  di>cipline.  experience  or  oigani/.a- 
tion,  and  although  not  wanting  in  patriotism  or  coui-age.  yet 
lacked  that  assurance  which  an  ac(piaintance  with  military 
affairs  can  alone  confer.  These,  with  about  .'■)<>()  regulars  and 
lUO  of  .Vsjtiuwall's  party  fatigued  with  their  day'>  maich, 
comprised  the  force  by  which  the  euem\'  were  to  be  oppo-( d. 

The  night  was  spent  by  (ienei-al  lirown  in  making  dipo- 
sitions  for  the  attack  which  circumstances  icndei-ed  highly 
probable  would  be  madt^  where  the  militia  had  been  po-ted. 
The  shore  for  most  of  the  way  between  tlii>  place  and  the  vil- 
lage is  an  abru[)t  pi'ecipice.  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  hiL:h  :  and 
the  Heet  to  land  above  the  village,  must  have  to  pa>s  the  bat- 
teries on  shore  and  would  re(juii-e  a  tavorai>le  wind.  I  unng 
the  night  the  eni-m\'  landed  about  foiay  Indian-  under  l.ieu- 
tenant  Andi'rson  on  the  main  land  in  I  leud^i-x .n  hay  with  the 
view  of  attai-king  the  i-ear  of  the  mili(ia.  and  towai'd-  moi  ning 
thi^  nulitia  were  withdrawn  fr(»m  the  i-land  n>  the  si loic  oppo- 
site, (.amj)  tii-e<  bad  berii  built  alonir  the  slioic  early  in  the 
evening,  but  these  were  ordcl'ed  to  be  put  out. 

About  4(U)  militia  with  a  six-jiounih  i-.  urdei-  (  oh  ncl 
Mills,  of  the  Albany  volunteers,  were  stati(»ned  near  the  shore 
« 
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opi)osit('  tlic  isliind  with  oimKts  to  reserve  their  lire  until  the 
enemy  sliouhl  a) »[ •!< .ach  within  pistol  shot.  The  remainder 
of  the  militia  uiKh'i'  ('oloiiel  ( ier>hom  Tuttle,  were  posted  in 
the  edo-e  of  the  woods  l)aek  of  t he  elea rinLi'.  and  ( 'olonel  Hack- 
iis  with  his  dismounted  dragoons  was  stationed  in  the  skirt  ol' 
the  woods  near  the  village  with  oideis  to  advanee  throuuh  the 
woods  to wai-ds  Horse  'sland  the  moment  it  was  known  that 
the  enemy  had  handed.  Colonel  Aspinwall  with  his  men  was 
poste'd  to  the  left  of  Haekus,  and  \\\v  ailillerists  under  Lieuten- 
ant Ketehum  were  stationed  in  Lort  Tompkins,  with  no  other 
than  a  o'2-pounder  mounted  on  a  pivot.  'Idie  militia  on  the 
shore  were  directed  that,  in  ease  of  hein^  driven  fiom  their 
position,  they  should  fall  hac  k  into  the  woods  and  annoy  the 
ri^lit  Hank  of  theeuiniyas  he  advanced  towaids  the  town. 
Colonel  Tuttle  was  (lirecte(]  in  the  same  event  to  attack  their 
rear  and  di'stroy  their  hoats.  The  ni,L:lit  was  spent  in  makini;- 
these  ai-rano-(Mnents  and  all  paities  anxiously  awaitid  the  a[»- 
j)roaeh  of  day. 

The  morning-  of  the  2^Uh  dawned  heautifully  (deai-  and 
calm.  Not  a  hi'eatli  ofaii'  rutllcd  the  placid  >uii;ice  of  the 
lake,  and  thei'e  e.\i>ted  that  peculiar  >tate  of  density  and  uni- 
formity in  the  at iiKxplici-c.  in  which  snuud>  are  propai^ated  to 
a  ^reat  di>tauce,  a-  is  >ometi!ue<  noticed  hefore  a  .-toim  :  and 
the  report  of  -mall  arm-  in  the  action  whicli  follo\\e«l.  was 
he.;rd  with  ivma  i-kahh-  di<tinctu(\<s  on  the  lulls  in  Kullaiid; 
while  the  di.-cliarLZc  <'f  cannon  echoed  ch  ar  and  tar  oxer  the 
country,  to  distances  since  uiipai'a  llclcd.  and  was  hear<l 
t'irou«;h  Lewis  and  e\  cn  in  (  )neid;.i  (  ounty.  This  very  natu- 
rally excUetl  ihi-ouuhont  the  couuti}-  1 1  e  ■  n  icn  t(  ^t  anxiet\-  and 
alarm  and  the  soliciiude  of  Camilie^  for  the  |";itc  of  fatliei<.  hus- 
bands and  sons,  who  had  Ixh'U  ha-tily  -umiuoned  tVom  home, 
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was  such  as  could  scarcely  cudui-c  tln^  susj)cus('  wliicli  it  occa- 
sioned. 

The  calm  prcviMitcd  tlic  cuciuy  from  hi-iiii^iii^  their  ves- 
sels to  co-operate  iu  tlu^  attack,  and  was  one  of  the  causes  that 
influenced  their  suhxMjuent  retreat.  As  soon  as  it  \v;is  liLiht, 
the  enemy  was  seen  approachinu  in  thii  ty-thice  laiiic  Ixtats 
under  cover  oi'  Liunhoats,  directini:,  their  course  to  the  outsi(h' 
of  the  island,  where  they  lan(le(l  and  iormed  without  oj)j)osi- 
tion  ;  hut  in  crossing  the  har  that  connected  it  with  the  main 
land  they  encountere<l  a  liallinLi,  tire  and  lost  seveial  in  killed 
and  wounded,  which  they  >uhseciuently  caiTie(l  otl.  As  th(^ 
landing  was  heing  etl'ected,  the  heavy  uun  in  Vovi  Tompkins 
was  hrou^iht  to  Ix^ir  with  considerahle  eU'ect  upon  theeiu'iny's 
column. 

The  fire  of  the  militia  wa<  at  first  well  dii-ected  and  dead- 
ly and  was  answered  hy  discharucs  of  musketry  and  hy  two 
small  cannon  loadi^l  with  i^rape  shot  ;  hut  ( 'olonel  MiHs. 
was  stationed  a  short  distance  towards  t  he  \"i  I la^c  with  his  can- 
non fell  early  in  the  em:aL:cment.  and  his  (h-ath,  with  the  un- 
accustomed whistling  of  hall<  that  cut  dow  n  the  lnaiKdies  of 
the  trees  around  them,  struck  w  ith  terror  the  inex perieiict  d 
militia  and  \\'ithout  waiting  to  return  the  lire  or  recover  tVoin 
the  panic,  the\'  turned  and  fled  towai'ds  the  town  in  tln'  gi  i  at- 
est  confusion.  Tl^is  retreat  was  not  entii-ely  general,  ("apt. .in 
Sanuiel  McXitt.  who  had  heen  stationed  with  his  company  on 
the  extrenu^  left  of  the  llaid< ing  {>arty  of  the  iinlitia.  not  notic- 
ing the  moN'einents  of  lii<  comi-ades.  continuetl  hi>  lii  iiiL:  at'tcr 
sonii'  m(^ment>^  longci-.  and  hcfm-c  he  vva-  a  ware  he  fnnnd  him- 
<^elf  and  his  party  alone  and  in  dangei-  i>f  heing  cnt  oil'  hy  the 
enemy,  (ieiieral  Ih-own  fiinhng  hinwdf  ncai-l\'  alone  with  no 
supp(^rt  hut  t  his  com  pa  n  \'.  i-et  i  I'ci  1  lowa  n\>  the  \  i  I  lage.  « h  r<  ct  i  ng 
those  that  could  he  ralhed  to  annoy  the  ad \a uci ng  column  of 
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the  encniy  as  niiich  as  possible.  The  I'liciiiy,  haviii<;  gained 
the  hcac'h  and  disjx'rscd  tho  militia,  lornu-d  in  <;()0(1  order  and 
marched  towards  the  town. 

They  were  soon  met  hy  tlu*  troops  of  Colonel  Haekns,  wlio 
had  advanced  to  disj)nte  their  progress  and  who  gallantly  en- 
eonntered  and  retnrned  their  lire,  i-etiring  slowly  hetdre  them 
throngh  the  hall"  eleare*!  woods.  (Jeneral  lirown  had  snceeeded 
in  rallying  ahont  a  hnndre<l  militia  with  the  aid  of  Caleb 
Westcott,  a  citizen,  and  others,  and  had  joined  the  detachment 
of  Backus;  but  at  this  juncture,  happiMung  to  look  towar<lsth'e 
shipyard,  he  was  suri>rised  to  see  huge  volumes  of  smoke  issu- 
ing from  the  storehouses  that  contained  the  spoils  of  York. 
Not  knowing  but  that  the  enemy  might  have  gaine<l  his  rear, 
he  hastened  to  the  spot  and  ascertained  that  the  disastrous 
panic  of  the  militia  had  been  conununicated  to  those  in  charge 
and  a  re[)t)rt  had  reached  Lieutenant  Chauncey  of  the  navy 
that  all  was  lo^t.  and  upon  the  faith  of  this  rumor  he  had  given 
orders  to  tire  the  building-,  an  act  which  the  most  extreme 
and  desperate  issue  of  atfairs  could  alone  justify.  hearning 
the  cause  of  the  contlagration  and  somewhat  relieved  by  the 
knowle<lgH'  that  the  enemy  were  still  but  on  one  si(h\  he  re- 
turned, giving  (iireetions  to  Lieutenant  i\etehum  in  Fort  Tomp- 
kins to  h(»ld  tliat  po-t  as  long  as  the  tlames  would  perniit. 
The  regulars  of  (  oloiiel  Hacku^  telt  their  courage  I'enewed 
upon  learning  the  natui'e  of  the  accident  that  had  given  a 
natui'al  alarm,  and  coiitinue<|  <tea<lily  to  oppose  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  \vho  had  now  gaiiu  <l  the  clearing  next  the  vil- 
lage. Very  soon  aftei'  (  oloiiel  Lackus  fell  nioi'tally  wounded 
and  w.is  borne  o(f  the  tidd  ;  his  troo}>s  taking  {)os-e-sion  ol 
some  log  barrack>  and  continuing  theii'  resistance. 

The  enemy  bad  tlii'ouuhout  eviiici-d  gi'cat  courage  and 
coolness  and  were  under  the  imme(liate  command  of  Captain 
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Gray,  of  the  qiiartoriiiast('r-<;cii(.'rnrs  (Icpnrtnicnt,  who  was  ad- 
vancing in  front  of  the  ranks  and  walkinj^-  hackwards  waving 
his  sword  for  Ids  troops  to  follow,  and  shoutina',  "  ('onu'  on, 
boys;  the  day  is  ours  I  K(Mn('nil)cr  York  I  "  when  he  sudden- 
ly fell  wounded  and  i^iinieihately  expired. 

At  this  moment  the  signal  f(>r  retreat  was  given  from  tlio 
fleet  and  the  enemy  hastily  retreate(l  to  their  ho;its.  This  re- 
treat is  said  to  have  heen  in  ])art  caused  hy  hearing  a  re|)oi-t 
of  small  arms  on  the  right  from  the  i-allied  militia,  hut  which 
the  enemy  mistook  for  a  reinforcement  of  4~)0  regulars  which 
they  had  learned  was  advancing  under  (Vdonel  Tuttle.  and 
was  then  within  a  mile  of  the  place.  Theii-  arrival  would  at 
once  put  an  end  to  the  contest  hy  gi\"ing  us  the  advantage  of 
numbers.  The  enemy  on  their  retreat  removed  a  pai'tof  their 
wounded,  and  having  re-em hai-ked,  they  at  ahout  10  o'clock 
sent  a  flag  demanding  a  surrender  of  the  place  w  hich  they  had 
been  unable  to  capture  and  wei-e  of  course  i-efuse(l.  They, 
however,  were  i)romise<l  that  decent  attention  should  he  paid 
to  the  dead  and  humane  treatment  to  the  wounded.  They 
shortly  after  sent  another  flag  rtMpie-ting  to  send  suig-eon>  to 
their  wounded,  which  was  denied,  as  they  still  seemed  not  to 
have  abandoned  the  attack  and  wvrv  laying  hy  in  theii-  barges, 
but  shortly  after  they  put  olf  to  the  tlcet  which  lay  about  live 
miles  from  the  town,  and  made  sail  for  Kingston.  liotli  Sir 
George  Prevost  and  Sir  James  Veo  are  said  to  have  landed 
during  the  engagement. 

Tlu^  loss  of  the  Ih-itish  was  b'D  in  killed  and  wonndol  ; 
2o  of  their  privates  ^vel•e  found  dead.  2  captain>  ami  20  pri- 
vates were  wounded  an<l  including  the  wounded,  '2  captains.  1 
ensign  and  32  privates  W(>re  taken  [n-isonei's.  ( )ui-  loss  was 
150  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  The  enemy  took  a  few 
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prisoners  and  one  man  was  found  killed  and  seal[)ed  in  tlie  ' 
woods  by  the  Indians. 

The  flames  of  the  hurninii,-  stoi-cs  \v(>r('  suhdned  as(|ni('kly 
as  possible,  but  not  till  they  had  consnmeil  half  a  million  of 
dollars'  wortli  of  property.  The  >lii[)  Pike,  then  on  t he  stocks, 
was  saved.  The  ])ri/.e  seho(^n(M',  the  Duke  of  (Jloueester,  was 
saved  by  Lieutenant  Talman.  of  the  army,  who  h()arde(l  it,  ex- 
tinguishing- the  tire  and  hrouizht  her  tVom  mider  the  tlames(»f 
the  store  houses.  This  heroic  conduct  wiH  he  a]»preciated 
when  it  is  known  that  a  lai'ii-e  (piantity  of  gunpowder  was  on 
board.  Tne  schooners  V-a'w  Amei-ican  and  Pert,  cut  their 
cables  and  retreated  up  the  rivei-  and  si-veral  of  the  liinis  on 
Nav}'  Point  were  spiked.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  disastrous 
mistake*  our  succos  would  have  been  complete.  Colonel  Pack- 
US  survived  eiiiht  days  and  ho[)es  of  his  recovery  wei'e  enter- 
tained, but  blood-poison  supervened. 


PKiv.vTF.F.inxc;. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  i  si:^,,  the  Xi^ptune  and  Fox.  the  for- 
mer a  })rivate  arnuMl  boat  under  ('aptain  Sanniel  I)ixon, 
mounted  with  one  >ix-] >oun<ler  and  one  >wivel,  and  nunnud 
by  twenty-four  volunteers,  and  tlie  lattrr  a  j>ublic  arme(l  boat 
uncler  Captain  Himock,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty-one  men 
from  the  'Jlst  regiment  of  infanti-y  under  Pit-utenants  j>ui-bank 
^and  Perry,  sailed  from  Sackets  Harbor  with  Letl<-rs  (»f  Maripie 
from  the  deputy  colbn'tor  of  tlu^  <listrict  for  a  cruise  on  tlie  St. 
Lawrence.  This  pri vateiM-ini!;  expe(lition  was  fitted  out  l)y 
M.  W.  (Jilbert  and  others  and  had  for  its  object  the  cutting  off 
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of  a  (lotac'liiHcnt  of  the  ciu'iny's  lK)ats  tliat  were  exi)ectc(l  up 
the  river  laden  with  stores.  After  toiieliiii«^- at  ("ajx'  X'iiieeiit 
and  Freneh  (  icck,  thcv  seh'cted  on  tlie  niornino-  of  the  17th  a 
quiet  nook  in  a  creek  anioni;-  the  Tliousand  Lshinds,  where 
they  hmded  for  iimstcr  and  review  ;  and  the  niornini;-  hein<;- 
partienhirly  pK'asant,  they  eni{)h»ye(l  thcniscl vcs  in  dryinir  and 
puttin<;  in  complete  order  their  arms  and  ammimition  and 
cleaning  ont  their  hoats,  while  a  small  hoat  of  each  was  sent 
out  for  intelligence,  which  returned  without  gaining  any 
news.  At  1)  }>.  ni.  they  hauled  from  the  shore,  manned  a 
guard  hoat  to  [>revent  surj)rise,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Jhiwkins 
to  Ogdelishurg  for  intelligence  :  and  at  5  p.  m.  Messrs.  l^aldwin 
and  Camphcll  arrived  with  news.  At  0  they  left  Cranberry 
Creek  and  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  18th  saw  a  brigade  of  l^ritish 
bateaux  convoyed  by  his  majesty's  gunboat,  the  Spitfire,  lying 
at  Sijuinond's  Landing,  preparing  to  sail  for  Kingston.  rj)on 
.this,  they  [)Ushed  in  for  shore  and  so  completely  surprised 
them  that  very  few  of  the  enemy  escaped.  The  fifteen  bateaux 
and  the  gunboat  were  at  once  seized  without  a  <\u)t  being 
fired  on  either  side.  Previous  to  the  attack  Lieutenant  Perry, 
of  the  t>th,  and  Seiu-ennt  -lames,  of  LorsytlTs  company,  with 
27  volunteers  were  landed  in  Ci'anberry  Cnn-k  in  Alexandria, 
and  at  11  sixty-nine  pri>onei's  were  st-ni  oti'  to  the  harbor 
under  guard  of  lo  men  of  the  21st  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Burbank.  Tlu'  S[)itiir(>  was  armeil  with  a  1  •J-[)()un<l  ca rronade 
and  14  men  with  a  large  <|uantity  of  military  stores.  The 
bateaux  had  •i7ii  barrels  of  pork  and  27(>  bag<  i)f  [>ilot  bread 
whi(di  was  lande<l  on  the  -JUth  to  pi-eveiit  spoiling,  and  a  re- 
quest to  the  neighboring  iidiabitants  for  a>sistanci'  was  sent 
out,  which  brought  in  a  few  nulitia.  wh(»,  however,  mostly 
left  i\\v  -ame  night.  .\t  >unri>e  on  tlu-  2  1st  the  enemy  to  the 
number  of  2o(i,  \lilh  four  gunl)oats  and  one  or  two  transports, 
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were  discovercMl  in  the  creek  ;  these  wow  met  by  tlnrty  www 
and  attacked  wliile  landing-,  twenty  more  heiiii::  stationed  in 
diHerent  i)laces  to  prevent  their a[)j)roacli.  A  cannonacU' com- 
menced and  was  kept  np  some  time;  two  of  the  enemy's  hoats 
were  so  injured  from  oui-  lire  that  most  of  their  crews  were 
COiiil)ene(l  t()  K'ave  them  and  to  cut  llai;s  from  the  sh(»!-e  to 
stop  the  holes.  At  (>  a.  m.  the  enemy  retired  to  their  l)oits 
and  sent  a  fiai;-  with  the  (U'mand  of  surrench'r  to  save  the  effu- 
sion of  bh)od,  which  was  instantly  i'ejecte<l  and  the  tiriiiLi: 
comnienced.  It  aj)|)eared  that  tiiis  was  hut  an  expedient  to 
gain  time,  as  tiie  enemy  hastily  retivated  cari'yin^  theii-  dead 
and  wounded.  Their  loss  must  have  been  considerable  tVom 
the  ([uantity  of  blood  seen  wliere  they  emhark(Ml.  Our  loss 
was  tliree  killed  and  wounded.  After  the  action  trees  were 
felled  across  the  road  and  ci'eek  to  prevent  a  new  attack,  and 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  rend'orcements  ari-ived,  the 
boats  which  had  been  scuttle(l  were  i-ej)aired  and  on  the  '2'-\d 
they  l(>ft  for  Sackets  IlarDor,  where  they  arriv(Ml  on  the  27th. 
While  passintj:  Til)l)et's  Point  they  encountered  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  were  pursuecl  and  hit  several  times  by  her  shot,  but 
not  captured.  Tlu'  gunboat  and  sevei-al  bateaux  were  sunk 
without  consultin<^-  Ca[)tains  Dindck  or  Dixon  and  the  owners 
ultimately  lost  most  that  was  trained  by  the  ex})edition. 


A  KIOT. 

The  armanuMits  of  the  small  vessels  were  abandoned  early 
in  the  season  and  they  were  u>ed  mostly  as  ti-ansports.  On  the 
first  t*f  May  the  fri<;ate  Superior  [('A')  guns),  built  in  eighty 
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(lays,  was  laiinclicd,  and  \]\v  day  ai'tcr  tlieiv  occurred  an  inci- 
dent which  well  niuh  led  to  serious  consetiuences.  The  ship 
carpenters  and  sailors  havluL:  no  interests  in  common  with  the 
sokliei's  had  ac([uired  a  leelin^-  ol' nnitual  hostility,  and  on  this 
occasion  there  had  heen  an  unusual  de<^i-ee  of  convivial  excess 
in  celehratinij.-  the  hiuneh.  A  dragoon,  Ikmhi;- assaulted  hy  two 
or  three  carpenters,  lied  tor  protection  to  a  sentinel  ])lace(l 
over  a  storehouse,  and  with  the  ohstinacy  and  insolence  of 
half  drunken  nu-n.  they  were  persisting  in  the  {)ursuit  in 
which  one  of  their  numher  was  shot  and  the  remainder  tied. 
This  at  once  led  to  the  most  intense  excitement.  The  ship 
carpenters  with  axes  and  adzes  hastily  rallied  with  the  sailors 
armed  with  hoardinu  pikes  and  cutlasses,  who,  forming  in  a 
solid  body,  marched  in  pur>uit  of  the  sentinel.  The  troo[)S 
were  hastily  formed  in  a  hollow  s(|uare around  him  and  drawn 
up  in  the  street,  where  they  stood  prepared  to  repel  any  at- 
tack, and  the  former  had  advance(l  to  within  a  few  yards  and 
were  yelling  and  brandishing  their  weapons  in  the  wildest 
frenzy  of  rage,  when  lu-kford,  Chauncey  and  l>rown  hastened 
to  the  s[)ot,  threw  themselves  between  the  ])arties,  and  by  a 
well-timed  and  judicious  a]>])eal  checked  tht^  advance  and  soon 
persuaded  the  ear[»enters  to  desi>t  on  the  assurance  that  the 
sentinel  should  be  impartially  tried  and  suitably  punished  if 
convicted.  He  was  taken  to  W'attM-lown,  an  examination  held 
and  he  was  s(mU  to  a  distant  station  to  be  out  of  their  reach. 

The  Mohawk  and  .loiirs  were  still  on  the  stocks,  tluMirma- 
ment  of  which,  as  well  as  that  (»f  the  Suj^erior,  must  be  trans- 
]>oi-ted  through  W'nocl  (■icek  and  (  )<wego  river,  as  tlie  roads 
through  the  \\\[\ck  Uivcr  valley  were  nearly  impassal)l(>  with 
mud.  Thi^  the  enemy  well  knew  and  were  als( » intormed  that 
the  riirj-in^r  and  armaim  nt  of  these  vessels  was  on  its  wav  to 
Oswego.    To  postiU'SS  these  supplies  would  be  eipiivalent  to  the 
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destruction  of  our  s<|U;i(l i-oii,  as  witlioiit  llicm  thr  new  ships 
could  not  appear  on  tlic  lake,  nor  could  the  lleet  of"  the  pre- 
vious year  venture  out  in  the  presence  of  the  <;reatly  inci'eased 
naval  arinainiMit  of  the  eneui\'  with  the  shi^litest  hopes  of  suc- 
cess. This  descent  upon  ( )s\ve^()  was  therefore  planued  witli 
great  foresi»:,iit  and  had  its  execution  Ik'cu  as  successful  as  its 
conception  was  hold  and  masterly,  tlie  heani  of  f(»rtuue  must 
have  prei>onderated  with  the  Ih'itisli  aud  the  i-esults  of  this 
cam[)aign  nught  have  heen  as  disastrous  as  those  of  the  pre- 
vious year  had  heen  disgraceful  to  the  American  arms.  1  his 
fact  being  remend)ered  will  enahle  us  to  duly  estnuate  the 
value  of  the  services  whicli  rescued  this  property  hom  the 
grasp  of  the  en^^Muy,  and  secured  the  defeat  of  the  detachmeut 
that  was  sent  in  (juest  of  it,  as  completely  as  could  have  heen 
possible. 


TKAXSl'OKTING   XAVAI.  STOKKS. 

Oswego  had  not  heen  occu[)ied  hy  i-egular  trooj)s  since 
the  revolution,  and  Colonel  Mitt-liel  had  arrivecl  at  Sackets 
Harbor  April  ;><>th.  with  four  couipanies  of  heavy  and  oiie  of 
light  artillery  served  as  iufautiy.  Ofcainion  the  foi'i  had  hut 
tive  old  guns,  three  of  which  had  lost  their  truuioiis.  I'lat- 
forms  and  pickets  were  re[»aired  aud  the  [•lace  was  hastily  put 
in  as  g(Hnl  a  state  of  det\'n>e  a>  pos>ihle,  when  the  c  iu  uiy  ap- 
peared on  tln>  oth  of  May  with  a  force  of  four  >liips,  tli!-e(» 
briiis  and  a  nuiuher  ot"  uuuhoat>.  A  canuouade  was  hegun 
and  returned  wuh  uiueh  <pii-it  and  a  landing  atlciiipte(l, 
but  not  acci)mplished,  when  the  eiu-my  stood  off  trom  the 
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shore  for  Lottcr  ancliorn^c.  One  or  (wo  of  tlie  enemy's  boats 
were  picked  up  and  ^nards  were  stationed  at  various  points 
along  the  shore.  At  daybreak  (mi  the  (Uli  the  fleet  again  aj)- 
proaehcMl  the  village  and  after  a  lii'e  of  three  hours  landed  six- 
hundred  of  DeW'aterville's  regiment,  six  hundreil  marines,  two 
companies  of  the  (ilengary  corps  and  three  hundred  and  tifty 
seamen,  who  took  possession  of  the  ])ublic  stores,  burned  tlic 
old  bai'racks  and  returne<l  on  board  their  lleet  on  the  morning 
of  tlie  seventh.  The  land  Ibrces  were  under  (ieneral  Drum- 
mond,  and  the  fleet  under  Commodore  Yeo. 

The  naval  stores  were  then  at  Oswego  Falls  (now  Fulton), 
but  Colonel  Mitchcl  having  retii'ed  in  that  direction  destroying 
the  bridges  and  tilling  the  roads  with  timber  after  him,  the 
enemy  thought  it  inex})edient  to  Ibllow  and  soon  after  the 
fleet  returned  to  its  station  near  the  (Jallou  Islands  to  blockade 
the  passage  of  the  stores,  which  it  was  known  must  pass  in 
that  vicinity.  These  stores,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Woolsey  and  escorted  by  .XFajor  I).  Appling,  of  first  rifle  regi- 
ment, with  a  company  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  left  Os- 
wego on  the  evening  of  the  2Sth  of  May  in  nineteen  boats  in 
the  hope  of  gaining  Stony  Creek  unmolested,  from  whence 
there  would  be  but  three  miles  of  land  carriage  for  the  heavy 
ordnance  and  stores  to  Henderson  Harbor,  twelve  miles  from 
Sackets  Harbor.  The  evtMiing  being  dark  and  rainy,  the  bri- 
gade of  boats  rowed  all  night  and  at  dawn  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing met  a  party  o'f  Oneida  Indians  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Hill,  of  the  ritle  reginxMit  at  Salmon  iJiver,  and  at 
noon,  May  'J^'th,  entered  Sandy  Creek,  except  one  boat  which 
from  the  mistortune  or  treachery  of  its  pilot  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  This  boat  contained  one  cable  and  two  twenty- 
four  pounders,  ami  IVoni  tli«'-e  on  board  the  enemy  learne(l 
the  particulars  of  the  expedition  and  of  the  force  by  which  it 
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was  escorted.  V\)(m  entcrinu-  Sniidy  CVcck  Licutciumt  AN'ool- 
sey  sent  an  express  to  iiotily  Commodore  Cliauneey  of  his  ar- 
rival and  couriers  were  dispatched  in  various  directions  to 
rally  teams  to  uet  tlie  stor<'s  removed  hy  land  to  their  (U-stina- 
tion.  The  hoats  were  run  up  the  soutii  hranch  of  the  creek, 
till  they  <ir()unde(i  a  distanci^  of  two  miles  from  its  moutli.  The 
lake  is  here  for  a  i^reat  distance  hordeicd  hy  a  low  rid^re  of 
sand  hills,  sliuhtly  wooded,  hehind  which  is  a  marsh  with 
open  ponds.  Through  this  mai-sh,  which  is  destitute  of  trees 
or  bushes  and  at  that  time  was  }>artly  ilowed  from  hi<:,h  water, 
the  two  branches  of  Sandy  Creek  meander  and  unite  hut  a 
few  yards  from  their  mouth.  wher(>  then,  as  now.  [IS,"):]]  n 
solitary  family  dwelt. 

On  Monday  morning  a  lookout  ho;it  in  charue  of  Lieuttni- 
ant  Pierce  discovered  the  enemy  makinu-  for  the  creek  and 
communicated  the  news  to  Lieutenant  W'oolsey  who,  at  dawn 
dispatched  messenLier.s  to  call  in  the  neiiiid)()i-in^-  militia,  and 
made  hasty  arran(j:ements  to  meet  the  enemy  who  weie  seen 
soon  after  sunrise  to  enter  the  ci-et>k  with  three  gunboats,  three 
cutters  and  one  uiL^-  an<l  commenced  a  c;ninonade  with  a  sixty- 
eight  pounder  in  the  direction  of  the  flotilla  of  Lieutenant 
Woolsey,  the  masts  of  which  were  visible  in  the  distance  across 
a  bend  in  the  creek.  I'hese  shot-  wei-e  d i i-ecte(l  in  part  against 
a  thick  wood  that  extende<l  on  the  north  side  of  the  south 
branch  to  nearly  half  a  mile  i)elow  the  boats  in  the  educ  of 
which,  frontinu:  the  open  mar>h,  tlu"  latle  company  of  Major 
Applin<;  was  concealed  behind  a  bi-ush  an<l  lo_i:  fence  entirely 
unobserved  by  the  enemy.  At  nine  o'clock  ('aj)tain  llariis, 
with  a  s(juadr(>n  of  d racoons,  and  ('aptain  Mi'lvin.  with  a  com- 
pany of  li.uht  art  ilhry  and  two  six-p<)un<lers.  arrived.  This 
reinforcement  \\a<  dii-eetetl  to  halt  a  short  distance  in  r(>ar  of 
the  boats  as  the  forct'  be-^t  calculated  Ibr  a  hu<\\  light  was  al- 
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ready  on  the  <;niiin(l  tliey  could  occupy  with  the  best  advan- 
tage. Meanwliilc  the  cannon  were  posted  in  a  position  wliere 
they  eouhl  he  u>cd  with  ctlcct  it'  necessary,  and  the  fences 
tlirown  (h)\vn  that  the  dragoons  ini^ht  maneuver  witiiont  ob- 
struction. The  enemy  sh)wly  advance<l  u\)  the  creek  and 
hinded  <^n  the  south  side,  but  lindini;  it  impossible  to  })roceed, 
on  account  of  the  slimy  condition  of  the  marsh,  they  re-em- 
barkiMl  and  [)roeeeded  on  to  within  about  twenty  I'ods  of  the 
woods,  where  they  landed  and  Ibrnied  on  the  north  bank  at  a 
place  now  occupied  by  a  storehouse  and  which  afforded  the 
tirst  solid  ;;round  Ibr  marchinij,-.  'J'he  a<lvancin^  column, 
headed  by  Mr.  lloare,  a  mi<lshipman  of  the  British  navy,  liad 
approached  to  within  ten  rods  of  the  andnish,  when,  on  a  sig- 
nal, the  riflemen  ol'  Major  Appling  arose  from  their  conceal- 
ment and  tired.  Several  fell  dead  and  their  leader  fell  pierced 
with  eleven  balls.  So  sudden  and  effectual  was  this  move- 
ment that  it  threw  the  enemy  int(j  confusion,  and  after  a  fire 
of  a  few  mimites.  the  order  was  given  to  charge,  upon  which 
the  ritle  men  rushed  forward  w  ith  loud  cheers,  holding  their 
rifles  in  the  the  p(jsition  ot\  harged  bayonets.  The  result  was 
the  surrender  of  the  enemy  at  discretion. 

This  was  scarcely  done,  when  the  Indians,  true  to  their 
character  as  savages,  came  furiously  on,  yelling  and  brandish- 
ing their  wea})ons  and  were  with  the  greatest  difficulty  })re- 
vented  from  murdering  the  disarmed  [>risoners,  and,  indeed, 
it  has  been  i-enerallv  Itelievecl  that  one  or  two  liritisji  otlicers 
were  mortally  wouiitled  after  they  had  yielded.  The  enemy 
were  connnanded  by  Captains  boj.ham  and  Sj>ilsbuiy  and 
their  loss  was  niurtecii  killrd,  tifiy  woun<led  and  1:>:>  takt  ii 
l)risoners.  A  few  landed  on  the  south  bank  an<l  lied,  but 
were  pursued,  and  not  one  esca}»ed  to  re[)ort  their  defeat. 
Amon<'-  the  i)risoners  were  '1'  marines,  lOG  sailors,  with  two 
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post  captains,  four  lioutcMiants  of  the  navy,  one  captain  of  ma- 
rines, two  lieutenants  and  two  midshipmen.  The  captain  of 
marines  and  one  midshipman  died  of  their  wounds.  Topham 
is  said  to  liave  heen  an  ohl  ae( pia i ntance  of  W'oolsey's  and  as 
he  came  forward  to  suri*en(hM'  his  sword,  tlie  hitter  exclaimed  : 
"  W'liy,  Topham  !  what  are  you  doin^  in  this  creek  ?" 
After  some  inditferent  re[»ly  and  a  survi'V  of  our  force,  he 
re})liod  : 

"  Well,  W'oolsey,  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of 
riflemen  charuin^  hayonets  !  " 

At  the  moment  after  the  tirst  fii-e  the  enemy  liad  at- 
tempted to  retreat,  hut  the  recoil  of  their  heavy  ordnance  had 
forced  the  stern  of  their  laroer  Vjoats  into  the  mud  and  they 
found  it  impossihle.  Upon  this  they  attempted  to  throw  over- 
board their  ai  niameiit  and  succeeded  in  ^^ettini^  out  one  hrass 
piece,  hut  were  prevented  tVom  fui'ther  misehief  hy  our  men. 
Our  loss  was  one  Indian  killetl  and  one  ritl  man  wounded. 
On  the  morninu  of  the  hattle  Captain  Smith  was  ordeiXMl  on 
with  l-iO  marines,  and  Colonel  Miteliell,  with  .'JOO  ai-tilUa-y 
and  itd'antiy,  who  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  partici[)ate  in  the 
enga<ieinent.  The  sa!ue  wa>  the  ease  of  the  neighboring  mi- 
litia,who  soon  after  arrixcd  in  gn-at  numbers. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Melnto>h,  Calhoun,  .M(d^ii-- 
land,  Armstong  and  Smith,  and  of  Miisign  Austin,  who  were 
under  ^hljor  Appling,  was  especially  commended  in  his  oth- 
cial  rcjtorts  of  the  engagement.  The  dead  were  hurie(l,  the 
pi'isoners  marchecl  to  Sackets  llaihor.  measui"es  were  taken 
to  erect  shears  for  uidoading  the  heavy  freight  and,  at  o  p.  m. 
W'oolscv  wa^  i-clicx'ctj  by  ('aptaiii  Ividgch'V.  whom  ('haniicey 
had  sent  for  the  puipo-c.  The  ollicial  report  of  Lieutenant 
Woolsey  ack n<>wlcdgc<  the  unremitted  e.\ert ii »ns  of  Lieutenant 
ricrce,  Sailingmaster  X'aughau  and  Midshipnu'U  Jlart,  Mackey 
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and  Canton  in  ihv  jillair.  Tlu'  roads  were  (Ihmi  now  nnd  al- 
most impassable  and  the  laltoi*  ol"  i-cinovin^  the  ^uns,  caMcs 
and  ri<i-i;in<i"  was  owe  of  no  ordinary  nia^nitu<l('.  Tiu'i-c  wcri^ 
when  the  tlotilhi  U't't  (  )sW('l:,-o,  twenty-one  loiiu  .'Vi-ponnders,  ten 
24-ponn(lers,  three  42-ponnder  earronades,  ten  cables  ainl  a 
quantity  of  shot  and  other  articles.  A  cable  and  two  ^uns 
had  been  lost  in  the  boat  that  fell  in  with  the  enemy  and  the 
prizes  taken  in  the  creek  were  one  'J-l-ponnder.  a  (JS-pound 
carronade,  with  several  snndler  camion  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  small  arms  and  annnnnition.  Such  was  the  indus- 
try displayed  in  this  labor  that  on  Thursday  there  reinaine<l 
nothin<j:  but  one  long  cable,  which  it  was  found  e.xti-einely 
difficult  to  load  (Ui  any  vehicle,  as  it  could  not  be  divided,  and 
a  sufficient  nund)er  of  teams  could  not  be  advanta»ieously  at- 
tached to  it.  In  this  dilennna  the  idea  was  suLi'^e steel  of  bear- 
ing it  uj)on  the  shoulders  of  men,  and  the  proposal  was  clu'cr- 
fully  adopted  by  the  citizens  who  had  assembled  to  assist  in 
these  operations.  They  were  accordingly  arranged  in  the 
order  of  their  stature  and  at  the  word  of  conn-  and  sbonldei-ed 
the  ponderous  cable  and  took  u})  tiieir  line  of  march  for  Sack- 
ets  llarbiU",  about  twenty  nnles  distant,  being  as  near  together 
as  tliey  could  conveniently  walk.  This  novel  procession  [)asscd 
by  way  of  Kllis  \'illage  and  Sniithville  and  on  the  second  day 
reached  the  Harbor.  As  they  approached  the  t(>wn  tbe  sail- 
ors came  out  to  meet  them  and  with  loud  cheei's  relieved  them 
of  their  burden  and  marched  triumphantly  into  the  village. 


THE   lU.ACK  SNAKE. 

The  l>ritisli  fleet  ivecivetl  l.ir^c  accessions  to  its  naval 
force.  Tlie  care  that  they  evinced  in  the  selection  of  ollicers 
for  this  hike  indicates  the  importance  thev  attached  to  its  con- 
trol, and  tlu^  industry  that  l>(>th  nations  displayed  in  the 
fitting;  out  of  lari2,e  vessels,  seemed  to  i)()rten<l  a  mighty  strug- 
gle  for  its  su[)rennicy.  There  occurred,  mcanwhilo,  some 
operations  on  a  minor  scale  that  demand  our  notice.  A\'ith 
the  view  of  cutting  otf  some  of  the  detachments  of  l)oats  that 
were  nscending  the  St.  hawrence  with  sup[Jies,  Chauncey 
about  the  middle  of  June  dii-ected  Lieutenant  Francis. II. 
Gregory  to  take  three  gigs  with  their  crews  and  secrete  him- 
self among  the  Thousand  Islands  to  watch  tor  s(3me  o})portu- 
nity  to  sur[)rise  and  hring  oil"  or  dotroy  some  of  these  brigades 
of  loaded  boats. 

This  expedition  consisted  of  Lieutenant  Crregory,  William 
Vaughan  and  Samuel  Dixon,  sail ingmasters,  and  eighteen 
men,  armed  with  rilles,  pistols  and  cutlasses.  They  saw^  two 
brigades  of  boats  passing  up  full  of  troo[)s  and  too  strong  to 
attiick,  and  anotlu'r  pas>ing  down  and  not  worth  taking.  Gun- 
boats were  found  stationed  about  once  in  six  miles  aiid  a  sys- 
tem of  telegi-a[)hs  erected  on  the  height^,  so  that  intelligence 
■could  be  coii\e\(.d  with  great  dis[)atch.  On  the  lUth  the  par- 
ty wei'c  laying  close  under  the  ('nnada  shore,  tour  miles  below 
Alexandria  \\:\\\  and  near  liald  ]>land,  when  a  gunboat  was 
coming  down  under  ea>y  sail,  but  nearer  the  middle  of  the 
channid.  I'pon  seeing  the  boats  an  otlicer  with  one  or  two 
men  was  sent  in  ;i  >kitl"that  was  in  tow  to  make  intpiiries  of 
them,  sup[)osim!,  them  U)  \jv  Canadians.      L'pon  approaching, 
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Gregory  liailcd  the  stranui-rs,  (leinniidiiio^  tlicir  siirrenckT, 
which  from  necessity  was  obeyed  ;  but  those  on  board  seeing 
the  movement  o[)ened  a  fire,  which  was  returned.  The  vessel 
was  soon  taken  and  found  to  be  the  lUack  Snake,  or  No.  0, 
Captain  Lan(h)n,  with  one  IS-pounder  and  18  men,  chiefly 
royal  marines.  The  [)rize  was  taken  in  tow  and  wlien  a  mile 
and  a  half  below  French  (.'r(H'k  was  met  by  a  liritish  <xunboat. 
Finding  escape  impossible  the  prisoners  and  small  arms  were 
taken  out  and  their  })ri7.e  scuttled  at  the  foot  iA'  Kound  Is- 
land. The  enemy  arrived  soon  after,  but  not  being  able  to 
save  it  from  sinking  pursued  CJregorv's  party  several  miles. 
Night  coming  on,  he  esca[)ed,  reached  (Irenadier  Island  latt^ 
in  the  evening  and  the  next  day  arrived  safe  at  Sackets  Har- 
bor with  his  prisoners.  The  commodore  in  liis  official  report 
warmly  recommended  Gregory,  Vaughan  and  Dixon  to  the 
notice  of  the  de[)artinent  for  their  activity,  zeal  and  success  in 
the  cruise.  Congress,  by  an  act  passed  ]\Iay  4,  ISiM,  awarded 
Gregory  and  his. men  §3,000  for  this  service. 


MINOR  EVENTS. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1812,  (ieneral  Brown,  who  had 
his  confidene(\  addressed  tlu^  tbllowing  letter  to  tlie  governor  : 
The  first  and  only  otiicial  notice  that  I  lia\'c  I'cccivcd 
from  my  gH)vernmcnt  (»f  the  renewal  of  ollciisive  (iix-i-aiitms 
against  Cireat  liritain  came  U)  haixl  vesterday  by  the  way  of 
Ogdensburg.  Would  it  ii<»t  be  advi>able  to  oiablish  a  line  nf 
post  horses  by  tlu^  way  of  Joliii-tow  ii  to  h<»wville  and  from 
thence,  to  this  place  and  ( )gileusburg  ?     Were  1  permitted  it 
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should  be  done  forthwith.  (IciKM-nl  Dodoo  advised  nie  last 
week  that  he  eounted  upon  having;  1H)0  men  embodied  at 
Utica  last  Saturday  nnd  that  these  men  would  move  to  the 
frontiei-s  with  as  little  (h-hiy  as  possible;  but  I  am  ytH  to 
learn  that  they  have  marehed  or  moved.  1  humbly  t rust  that 
what  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  with  the  means  at  my  com- 
mand has  been  done,  and  that  I  am  (lis[>osed  to  do  what  in  me 
lies  to  prosecute  this  just  and  honorable  war. 

The  inferiority  of  our  f\vvt  is  thus  related  in  Co()})er's  Naval 
History  :  "In  the  course  of  the  autumn  the  Americans  had  in- 
creased their  force  to  (>leven  sail,  ten  of  which  were  the  small 
schooners  l)ou_iLiht  from  the  mercliauts  and  fitted  with  gunboat 
armaments,  without  (piartei-s.  In  a«ldition  to  the  vessels  ah 
ready  named,  were  the  ()ntario,  Scour<i:e,  Fair  American  and 
Asp.  Neither  of  the  ten  were  tit  to  cruise,  and  an  ordinary 
eighteen-gun  brig  ought  to  have  been  able  to  cope  with  them 
all  in  a  good  woi'king  breeze  in  close  ([uarters.  At  long  shot, 
however,  and  in  smooth  wati'rs,  they  weie  not  without  a  certain 
efficiency.  As  was  })roved  in  the  end,  in  attacking  batteries 
and  in  covering  descents  they  were  even  found  to  be  exceed- 
ingly serviceable.  " 

At  Sackets  Harbor  it  was  feared  the  British  would  cross 
on  the  ice.  On  the  t)th  of  March,  1S18,  (ieneral  Dearborn,  who 
greatly  fearrd  a  surprise,  thus  wrote  to  the  secretary  of  war  : 
I  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  of  a  visit  from  Sir  O.  Pre- 
vost.  His  whole  force  is  concenti'ated  at  Kingston,  probably 
amounting  to  six  or  seven  thousaixl.  about  three  thousand  of 
whom  are  regular  troops.  The  ice  is  good  and  wo  expect  him 
every  day  and  every  measure  for  i)reventing  a  surprise  is  in 
constant  activity.  The  tro(.)})s  from  (ireenbush  (upwards  of 
400)  have  arrived.     1  have  heard  nothing  from  Pike;  he 
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should  have  been  hero  yesterday.  I  linve  smit  three  (^\'|)resses 
to  meet  hiiu  ;  neither  has  rrtunu'(h  1  have  suspicions  of  the 
express  employcMl  hy  tlic  (luartcM-mastiM'-^cneral  to  convey  the 
orders  to  Pike.  Tlie  earliest  measure^  were  taken  to  convey  a 
duplicate  ofhis  orders.  \\y  the  liWh,  tlie  appreliensions  of  at- 
tack had  nearly  subsivhd,  and  (icncral  l)car])()rn  a^ain  wrote: 
From  the  most  recent  and  prohahle  inthrination  I  have 
obtained,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  Sir  (Jeoi-^e  l*rc>V()st 
thinks  it  is  too  late  to  attack  this  place,  lie  undoubtedly 
meditated  a  coup-de-main  against  the  shi[)pin!j,-  here.  All  the 
apprehension  is  now  at  Kinuston.  Sir  (Jeoi'ij,(»  has  visited 
York  and  Xia^^ara  and  returned  to  Montreal.  Several  bodies 
of  troo})S  have  })assed  up  from  Montreal  ;  but  such  })recaul ious 
have  been  taken  to  })revent  their  nuiid)er  beiui;- ascertained,  as 
to  render  it  im])Ossible  to  form  any  accurate  opinion  of  their 
forces,  or  even  to  inui^ine  very  m-arly  what  they  amount  to. 
From  various  sources  1  am  pei'fectly  satislie<l  that  they  are  n(.t 
in  sufficient  force  to  attack  this  place  knowinu,  as  they  do, 
that  we  have  collected  a  tine  body  of  troops  from  (  ireenbush 
and  Plattsburt;-  an<l  that  the  militia  have  been  called  in.  W'e 
are  probably  just  stronu'  enoULih  on  each  side  to  defend,  but 
not  in  sutlicient  t'orce  to  hazard  an  otlensive  niovenu'Ut.  The 
difference  of  attacking- and  bc  inu  attacked,  as  it  re_!j,ards  the 
contiguous  posts  of  Kinuston  and  Sackets  llai-bor.  can  not  Ix^ 
estimated  at  less  than  three  or  tbui-  thousan<l  men.  ai-isiuLT 
from  the  cii'cumstance  of  militia  actim:-  only  on  the  defensive. 

liri^ade  oi"dei*<  :  The  unolli  ud i ni;-  citi/eiis  of  ('anada 
are  many  of  them  oui"  ow  u  counliymeii.  and  the  poor  ('ana- 
dians  have  been  forced  into  the  war.  Their  j m-o] »ei-ty.  there- 
fore, must  be  held  -acre(l  ;  and  anv  soldiei-  w  ho  -hall  >o  far 
nc^glect  the  honoi-  of  his  profe«ion  a-  he  (o  Liuilty  of  plundcrinLC 
the  inhabitants,  shall,  if  convicted,  bo  j)uni.-hcd  with  death. 
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But  tlu>  ('ominMiidiiiij:  .li^Micnil  assures  the  tr()()j)s  tliat  sliouM 
they  cnptuiH^  a  hir^c  (juautity  of  })uhlie  stores  lie  will  use  his 
best  eudeavors  to  procure  iheiu  a  reward  iVoui  ins  goveru- 
inent. 

On  the  llth  of.Iuue,  ISK',,  Lieutenant  Woleott  ( 'hauue(y' 
rcceivetl  ordei's  iVom  ("onnnodore  ('hauneey  to  |)i-ocee(l  on  a 
cruise,  and  haviiiL:  reached  the  vicinity  ofl*res(iue  Isle,  in  the 
schooner  Lady  of  the  Lake,  on  the  inornin<;- of  the  lOth  tell  in 
with  and  captured  the  l'aiij,li>h  schoon(>r  Lady  ^^urray  from 
Kin<^ston  Ixjund  lor  York,  and  laden  with  ]>r(tvisions,  powdi-r, 
shot  and  tixed  am  inuiutions.  ( )ne  «'nsiL!,n  and  til'teen  jtrivates, 
belon*i;in^-  to  the  41st  and  ]()-lth  ]-eL;iinents,  weiv  taken.  The 
prize  was  taken  into  Sackets  ILirhor. 

On  the  2(1  olMuly  a  seci-et  expediti(»n  was  fitted  out  from 
Kingston,  with  the  design  of  tiring  the  Like  and  the  naval 
stores  at  Sackets  liarhoi'  in  the  night.  On  arriving  at  the 
isthmus  of  Point  Lenin^ula  they  drew  their  hoats  out  and  con- 
cealed them  in  thi"  hu^-hes  till  circumstances  might  fa vor  them, 
hut  a  deserter  from  their  nund)er  having  e>eape<l  to  Sackets 
ILirhor.  they  returne(l  hack.  r{)on  receiving  intelligence  of 
this,  a  force  was  sent  to  intercept  the  detachment,  hut  witlnau 
success. 

Th(^  Sylpii.  j>iei-ced  for  24  gun>  hut  carrying  20,  and 
schoonei'-rigged,  was  huilt  and  icady  for  service  in  thirty- 
thi'ee  days  t"r(»m  the  time  her  timhei'  was  growing. 

On  the  night  of  .Mav  2.',  psl  L  Lieutenant  DudK'y  with 
two  gnai'd  ho.it-  fell  in  w  ith  three  ot'  the  enemy's  in  the  haw 
who  Wel'e  haih-d.  hni  Hot  heilig  pl'ojterly  aU-Wered.  Were  lil-e<l 
upon  when  the  latter  lied.  .\  reint'oici'iiient  was  hastily  oh- 
tained  hut  nothing  was  seen  or  found  ol' the  enemy  exce[it  six 
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barrels  of  powder,  slumj;  in  pairs  toltc  carried  on  tlic  sliouldiM-s 
of  men,  and  douhtless  intended  to  tire  our  vessels  stealthily. 
This  accounted  tor  their  ha>ty  retreat  when  lire(l  upon,  for 
fear  of  accidi'utal  explosion.  This  insidious  phui  of  the  (Mieniy 
could  scarcidy  have  succeeded,  as,  lu'sidt's  two  lines  of  <^uard 
boats,  all  the  approaelu>s  were  secured  hy  hoonis.  and  a  niai-ine 
guard  boat  and  numerous  sentinels  were  posted  uvuv.  The 
guns  of  the  Madison  that  was  clos(^  to  tlie  stern  of  theSupei  ior 
were  kept  loaded  with  canister  and  l)a;;s  of  musket  halls,  to 
rake  under  if  necessary.  .  ,  . 

The  Moliawk,  a  IViuatc^  of  4-1  uuns,  was  launcloHl  at  Sack- 
ets  Harbor,  having  [)een  but  :>4  days  in  huildi ng.  The  ind;^;:iit- 
ableMr.  Henry  Kckford.  the  enei'getic  shipbuihler,  who  directed 
this  department,  ac<iuired  a  large  fortune  in  the  war,  hut  was 
subsecpiently  reduced  hy  some  stock  operations.  He  died  at 
Constiintin(H)le,  November  TJ,  is;)l,  where  for  several  years, 
he  had  been  chief  director  (if  the  dock  yards  in  the  Tui  kish 
Empire.  No  higher  compliments  to  his  talents  could  he  paid 
than  that  of  the  sultan,  who,  in  >peaking  of  him  said  that 
America  must  be  great,  if  it  could  spare  such  nn-n  as  I]ck- 
ford. 

On  the  0th  of  August.  A])ram  ShotMuaker.  with  his  hiother 
and  a  Mr.  Sergeant,  in  a  boat,  bound  from  ()>wei:o  to  S.ickt'ts 
Harbor,  was  attacked  oil"  St(.ny  Point  by  a  Ihitish  barge,  un- 
der a  lieutenant  (►f  marine-.  an<l  after  a  valiant  resistance  was 
captunnl.  After  secuiini:-  the  [)ri/e,  the  lieutiiiant  >cnt  all  his 
men  to  join  another  boat's  crew,  except  toin-.  which  munber 
he  deemed  sutlicicnt  to  >ecure  her.  Seizing  a  proper  moment, 
and  without  waiting  for  a  concerted  signal.  Shoemaker  pu>hed 
the  lieutenant  overhoai-d,  knocked  down  a  sailor.  an«l.  calling 
upon  his  comrades  to  help,  soon  found  him>ell"  tlu'  ma>ter  of 
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the  boat,  but  severely  wounded  l)y  a  cutlass.  The  niovciuent 
being  seen  by  the  other  boat,  they  were  ohlii^cd  to  ahaudon 
their  prize,  but  sueceecU'd  in  reaeliin<;-  Saekets  Harbor  in  a 
small  boat. 

Great  appinbensions  were  t'elt  for  the  safety  of  the  Ilaibor, 
which  lecl  to  an  applieation  to  the  executive  tor  aid.  ("olond 
Wa.shin*;ton  Jrvin^,  aid-(le-ca nip  to  the  governor,  arrived  at 
this  station  October  1S14,  wilh  orders  to  the  coiiiniandin<x 
officer  to  make  such  retjuisitions  on  the  mihtia  as  he  mi^ht 
deem  necessary.  After  consukation  with  Colonel  Miichdl, 
General  Collins  called  the  militia,  en  masse,  from  the  c-onnties 
of  Herkimer,  Oneida,  hewis  and  Jellerson.  The  two  forinei- 
produced  al)Out  2,o()i)  men,  the  lattei-  not  more  than  4<M), 
which  made  the  force  at  the  hai'bor  between  li\'e  and  six  thou- 
sand men.  (ireat  ditliculty  was  experience*!  from  the  want 
of  suitable  (piarters  for  so  i^reat  a  hody.  Many  wcreipiar- 
tere<l  in  dwellings  and  barns,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  were 
often  assioned  to  a  siuLile  room.  The  discomforts  attending- 
these  accommodations  very  naturally  excited  uneasiness,  mid 
at  the  expiration  of  the  di-afl.  it  was  a[»prclieiide<l  that  the  mi- 
litia would  he  with  ditliculty  preventc(l  from  .uoin^  home,  and 
that  it  would  become  neces.siry  to  sui)ply  their  places  with 
regulars.  The  apprehensions  were  not  justilied  hy  tiie  events 
that  followed,  and  the  militia  weiv  allowe<l  to  retuiai  home. 
Two  fripites  of  the  largest  class,  one  on  Navy  Point, 
in  Saekets  Harbor,  to  he  called  the  New  Orleans,  and 
another  of  the  same  class  at  Storr's  liarl)or,  faither  uj)  the 
bay,  to  he  called  the  Chippewa,  were  heLiun  and  their  hulls 
partly  completv-d,  wlu'U  the  news  peace  put  a  stop  to  the 
war. 
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Up  the  St.  Lawrence,  1796. 

Mr.  Isaac  Weld,  an  Irish  roruo;co,  as  lie  was  leaving  Mon- 
treal in  Septenihcr,  ITIM),  for  a  journey  up  the  St.  Lawrence, 
had  as  his  lirst  concern  to  provide  a  large  tent  and  some  camp 
equipage,  huflalo  skins,  a  store  of  dried  provisions,  kegs  of 
brandy  and  wine,  and,  in  short,  to  make  every  usual  and  nec- 
essary preparation  for  tlie  journey.  Except  for  al,)out  fifty 
miles,  there  wen^  roads  and  scattered  settlements  at  no  great 
distance  from  each  othci-  all  the  way  up  to  Kingston  ;  hut  no 
one  ever  thought  of  going  hy  land,  as  there  would  he  great 
difficulty  in  hiring  horses  and  in  crossing  streams  without 
bridges,  says  Dr.  Hough. 

The  bateaux  were  never  laden  until  the  boats  had  been 
got  U})  the  Lachine  Ka))ids.  'rimM'  men  could  take  an  empty 
boat  of  two  tons  up  tlie>-e  first  rapids,  keeping  as  close  as  pos- 
sible to  the  >hore  and  u>ing  poles,  oars  and  sails,  as  found 
most  advantageous.  't  was  a  vi'ry  laborious  task  ;  but  from 
long  observation  tin  y  had  been  able  to  lind  places  some  times 
Haifa  mile  or  in  (»tliers  two  or  three  miles  apart,  where  tlu^v 
could  take  breath.  Macli  n\'  the>e  places  the  boatmen  called 
une  |.»ipc,  "  becans(>  they  were  thei-e  allowed  to  till  their  piju's, 
and  this  term  had  cume  to  be  a  sort  of  itinerary  measure,  us, 
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such  a  ])ln('C  i?  "  {\\vcc  pipes  oil".  "    'I1ic  "  ])ipo  "  was  about 
equal  on  an  avcraLic  to  thrt'('-(|uartci's  (»t'an  l-jiL;lisli  mile. 

The  })assa,L!,('  Uj»  the  rajtids  was  so  tedious  that  ti-avrlcrs 
often  pr()cc-c'(h'«l  on  loot,  hy  the  roads  ah)n^  the  north  >horc. 

Coniino;  up  iVoni  howcr  ('anaihi  in  niidsunnnci-,  hy  the 
tedious  watci'  })as>aLii\  ^\■hic•h  liad  then  hccn  somewhat  re- 
lieved h\-  eanals  and  l(»eks  for  hatcau.x,  he  notie(<h  as  lie 
readied  tlie  h'Vel  ol'  hike  na vi<^ation,  enoi-mous  Hocks  of  pi^j^- 
eons,  "  wliieh  (hnini;  particular  years  come  down  from  the 
nortliern  re^j^ions  in  lli^lits  that  it  is  mai'vellous  to  tell  of  " 

Weld's  deseriptio!!  of  the  voyau'e  to  Kingston  is  as  fol- 
lows: The  current  of  the  St.  haw  i'enee  fi-om  ( )'-weLiatehir  u j»- 
wards  is  mu(di  more  ui'iitlc  than  in  otliei-  parts  hctweeii  Mon- 
treal and  Lake  ()ntario.  except  only  wlin-e  the  i-i\-er  is  con-id- 
erahly  dilated  as  at  Lakes  St.  Louis  and  St.  I'^-anees  :  however, 
notwithstandini:"  its  heino'  so  gentle  we  did  not  adxance  more 
than  twenty-live  miles  in  the  course  of  the  day.  nwini;-  to  tlie 
numerous  stops  that  we  made,  more  tVom  nictixcs  of  plea.-ure 
than  neces,-it\'.  The  e\eninL;-  was  uneonnnonly  line  and  tow- 
ards sunset  a  hrisk  ,i:ale  sprani:-  up.  the  eouduetor  judged  it 
advisaljh'  to  taki^  ad\"aiuai;('  of  it  and  to  continue  the  voyage 
all  ni^ht,  in  order  to  make  u\)  for  the  time  we  had  lost  (hu'ini;' 
the  day. 

We  ar'Cor(lin<j,ly  proceeded,  hut  towai-ds  midnii:ht  the  wind 
died  away.  This  cii-cnmstane(\  lu'Wever.  did  not  alter  the  de- 
termination of  t  he  con<  hictor.  The  men  were  ordered  to  the 
oars  and  not with-tandini:'  tlu'y  had  hahored  hard  (hn-in^- 
tlu^  precedinu  <hi\-  and  had  no  I'e-t.  \'et  ihey  were  kej>t  clo-ely 
at  work  until  dayhicak.  except  for  one  houi'.  durin*:;  which 
they  were  allowed  to  -(o|)  to  i-ook  their  provi-i(»n.-. 

Where  there  is  a  m-nde  »  uiaenl  a>  in  lhi<  pai-t  of  the  river 
the  Cauadiaiisi  will  work  at  tho  uard  many  hours  without  in- 
« 
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tennission  ;  tlu^y  svumu  to  tliink  it  no  Imrdslii p  to  \)v  ('m{)loy(Ml 
in  this  instance  the  wliolc  niulit  ;  on  tlic  conti-ary,  tlicy  })lic(l 
as  vigorously  as  if  tluy  had  hut  just  set  out,  singini;  merrily 
the  whole  time.  The  I'^i'ench  Canadians  have  in  general  a 
good  ear  for  nuisie  and  sing  duets  with  tolerahle  aeeuracy. 
They  have  one  vei-y  tavorite  duet  amongst  them  called  the 
"  rowing  duet.  '*  which  as  they  sing  they  mai-k  time  to  with 
each  stroke  of  the  oar;  indeed,  when  rowing  in  smooth  water 
they  mark  the  time  of  most  of  the  airs  they  sing  in  the  same 
manner. 

Al)0Ut  eight  o'clock  tlu^  lu^xt  and  eighth  morning  of  our 
voyage,  we  enteriMl  the  last  h(dor(^  you  come  to  that  of  On- 
tario, called  The  Lake  of  a  Thousand  Islands,  on  account  of 
the  multiplicity  of  tluMu,  which  it  contains. 

Many  of  these  islands  are  scarctdy  laiger  than  a  hateaux, 
and  none  of  them,  exce[»t  such  as  are  situated  at  the  np])er  and 
h)wer  extn^nities  of  the  lake,  appearing  to  me  to  contain  more 
than  fifteen  l^nglish  acres  each.  'fhey  are  all  covered  witli 
wood  even  to  the  smallest.  The  trees  on  these  last  are  smaller 
in  their  growth,  hut  the  larger  islands  produce  as  fine  tind)er 
as  will  he  found  on  the  main  shores  of  the  lakc\  Many  of 
these  islands  are  situated  so  closely  together  that  it  would  he 
easy  to  throw  a  pehhle  from  one  t(»  the  other.  Notwithstand- 
ing which  cii'cumstance,  the  [)assage  hetween  them  is  perfectly 
safe  and  connnodious  for  hateaux  and  helween  some  ot"  them 
tiiat  are  even  thus  clo>e  to  each  other  is  water  sutlicient  for  a 
frigate.  The  water  is  uncommonly  clear  as  it  is  in  every  part 
of  the  river  h'om  Lake  St.  l'\-ancis  upwards.  Hetweun  that  lake 
and  the  I'tawas  Liver  downwai(l>  it  is  discolored,  as  1  have 
before  ohserveil,  hy  passing  over  heds  of  marl. 

The  shores  of  all  these  islands  under  our  notice  are  rocky, 
most  of  them  rise  very  holdly  and  some  exhibit  perpendicular 
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masses  of  rock  towards  tlio  water,  iii)wa r<ls  of  twenty  feet  liiirli. 
The  scenery  pi-eseiitetl  to  view  in  pa.-sin;,^  between  these  ishinds 
is  beautiful  in  the  highest  (h';j,ree.  Soin(>tiines  in  passin^r 
through  a  narrow  strait  yoii  lind  yourself  in  a  basin,  land- 
locked on  every  side,  that  a{)j)eai"s  to  have  no  eoinniunieatioii 
with  the  Iake,exee}»t  i)y  the  {)assa;^(>  throuiih  which  you  have 
entered.  You  are  lookini;  about,  perhaj>s.  for  an  outlet  to  en- 
able you  to  proceed,  thinkinu-  at  hist  to  see  some  little  channel 
which  will  just  admit  your  bateaux — when  suddenly  an  ex- 
panded sheet  of  water  opens  U})on  you,  whose  boundaiw  is  the 
horizon  alone.  Again  in  a  few  minutes,  you  find  yourself 
land-locked,  and  again  a  spaeious  passage  as  suddenly  ]»re- 
sents  itself ;  at  other  times,  when  in  the  middle  of  one  of  these 
basins,  between  a  cluster  of  islands,  a  dozen  dill'erent  ch;nniels, 
like  so  many  noble  rivers,  meet  the  eye,  perhaps  cfjually  un- 
expectedly, and  on  each  side  the  islands  appear  regularly  re- 
tiring till  they  sink  from  the  ^ight  in  the  distance. 

Every  mimite  during  the  passage  of  this  lake,  the  pros- 
pect vai'ies.  The  numerous  Indian  hunting  (Mieainpments  on 
the  different  islands,  with  the  smoke  of  their  tires  rising  up 
between  the  trees,  adiled  con>iderably  to  the  beauty  of  the 
scenery  as  we  i)assed  through  it.  The  Lake  <A'  the  Thousand 
Islands  is  twenty-tive  mile<  in  length  and  about  six  in  breadth. 
From  its  ujjper  en<l  to  King-ton.  at  whieh  we  arrived  early  in 
the  evening,  the  distance  is  tifti-en  miles. 

The  length  of  time  re(juiie(l  to  ascend  the  Kiver  St.  Law- 
rence, from  Montr(>al  to  King-ton.  is  eonmionly  ibund  to  be 
about  seven  days.  If  the  wind  -iiould  be  -ir<»ng  and  \ci-y 
favorabl(>  the  pas>ag(>  may  be  perfoi-mcd  in  a  le><  time  :  but 
should  it,  on  the  coiiti-ary.  be  advei-e,  and  blow  very  >trong, 
the  passage  will  be  pi-oiraeted  sonu  what  longer.  An  adverse, 
.  or  tavorublc  wind,  however,  seldom  makes  a  dillerence  of  nmre 
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than  tlnvt^  days  in  [\\v  l('nL:.tli  of  tlio  j>assai;o  upwards,  or  in 
each  case  it  is  iict-osary  to  work  tlu' l)atcaux  along  by  means  of 
poles,  for  t!u'  ui'c.iter  part  of  tin;  way.  The  [)a.ssa<^e  (h)wnward 
is  performed  in  tw.)  or  three  days,  aecordinni;  to  the  win(L  The 
current  is  so  stroiiLi'.  that  a  eontr.iry  wind  sehhjin  len,L:,thens 
the  passage  in  that  (hrcetion  more  than  a  day. 

Kin<j^ston,  as  si'en  hy  Mr.  \\\  ld,  jus(  hetbre  tlie  he<^'innin<^ 
of  the  [)resent  century,  eontaine(l  a  fort,  barracks  for  troops, 
an  E[)iset)[»al  ehurch,  and  about  a  hundred  houses,  mostly  in- 
hal>ited  by  })ersons  who  had  enuLirattMl  from  the  United  States 
at  the  close  of  the  Ue\ohitionar\'  war.  Some  of  the  hous(\s 
were  of  stone  or  brick,  l.)Ut  for  the  most  part  they  were  ot 
wood. 

From  sixty  to  one  hundred  soldiers  w(M'e  usually  quar- 
tered in  tlie  arris  )n.  The  town  had  a  considerable  amount 
of  trade,  and  wa<  urowini;-  rapidly  in  size,  the  £roods  and 
})eltries  of  tradei's  bein^  here  tran^ferre(l  from  bateaux  to 
ves.sel.s.  The  prineipal  m.a-chants  were  mostly  })artners  of 
old-established  houses  in  Moiiti'eal  and  (^uebee,  and  the 
strang-er,  es[)eeianv  if  a  Ih'iti-h  >ubjt'i't,  was  sure  to  meet  a 
most  hos[)itable  and  friendly  reeoption  amon^  them. 

Kin<^ston  was  then  the  [»rincii)al  -tati(»n  tor  shipbuildin.i^ 
on  the  Lakes,  an<l  at  that  peri(»d,  several  deeki'd  merchant 
vessels,  schooners,  and  >h^op<,  of  from  oU  to  200  tons  i-aeh,  and 
nundxM-less  lar^e  -ai h n.Li- batea u x.  were  kept  em[»h»yed  on  Lake 
Ontario.  There  were  no  ve>-el>  lamer  llian  bateaux  owned 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Lake,  an<l  llie  liritish  vessels  that  [died 
between  Kinii^ton  and  Xiag-ara,  rarely  touched  at  any  other 
place. 

The  heavie>t  item  of  si lipdmihlin-  at  that  period  was  iron, 
which  came  from  En-land,  but  -reat  h(..pes  were  Ibunded  Uj^on 
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the  copper  of  tlio  Lake  Su[)eri<)r  country,  wliicli  was  then 
known  to  exist,  l>ut  had  not  yvt  hcen  worked  to  nuicli  t  xiriit. 

The  estai)lish(Ml  rate  of  passa.^c  across  the  Lake  wa>  tlicii 
two  guineas  in  the  cahin,  and  one  guinea  in  the  steerauc,  in- 
cludin<4"  hoar(L  Freight  was  ;>(>  shillini^s  Sterling  per  ton,  or 
nearly  as  much  as  then  charged  across  the  Atlantic. 


Down  the  St.  Lawrence,  1818. 

John  M.  Duiieaii  in  ISIS  (Usccnded  tlic  8t.  Lawrence, 
and  recorded  his  ohst^-rvntions.  Another  day  or  two  iniixht 
have  been  a,Li,reeahly  s])cnt  here,  [at  Kingston,]  l>ut  Oetoher 
was  closinL;  upon  nie,  and  1  I'carrd  that  lV(»st  niiizht  set  in, 
which  wonhl  make  travehn^  hotli  dilhenlt  and  (hsa_uri'eai)le. 
It  was,  tlieretore,  witli  })leasure  that  I  learned  that  some 
bateaux  were  to  <;<)  (h)\vn  the  river  the  followini;-  morninLr, 
and  I  did  not  tail  to  be  at  the  water  side  in  tiim*  to  secure  a 
passage  by  tliem.  *     *     The  Durham  boats  of  the  St. 

Lawrence  are  siiuihir  to  those  on  the  Mohawk.  In  smootli 
water  they  use  a  sail  or  oars,  but  are  forced  up  the  rapids  by 
incessant  and  labori(»us  exertions  with  the  p<.)le.  They  are 
generally  navi^ati^d  by  native^  of  the  Cnitecl  States.  The  one 
in  which  I  saile*!  in  May.  was  acc-ordin;^-  to  the  inibi-mation  of 
the  Captain.  <)"2  feet  in  keel,  and  11  leet  4  imdies  in  beam.  She 
carried  about  'J*')  tons,  .md  <h-ew  only  "JS  inches  of  water.  She 
had  on  board  about  ilTn  lMi-i'e!>  of  Hour,  which  sunk  hei-  Liun- 
wale  within  a  tew  inchc-  of  the  water;  and  to  defend  u>  in 
})assin^  throu,L:li  the  i-apid^.  a  couple  of  >tout  planks,  about  a 
foot  in  bi'eadth,  were  nailed  along  the  sides  ;  a  precaution 
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which,  as  wo  afterwards  exj)crioiicofl,  was  no  more  than 
needful. 

Bateaux  are  tlat-hottonied  hoats,  al)(»ut  half  the  size  of  the 
others,  tapering  to  a  point  at  each  end,  and  so  suhstantially 
oonstrueted  that  the\-  will  endure  a  o^reat  deal  of  hard  knoeking 
on  the  ehannd  without  daiiL^ci"  to  the  passengers.  Thev  do 
not  sink  so  low  in  the  water  as  the  hoats  navigated  hy  (  anadian 
voyagers, — veterans  wh(»  have  heen  trained  from  tlieir  youth 
to  the  use  of  the  i)addle  and  the  setting  pole,  and  who  know 
every  chaniud,  rock,  and  hreaker,  in  the  rapids,  from  the 
Long  Sault  to  >r()ntr(nil.  If  a  traveler  going  down  the  Itiver 
has  his  choiee,  let  him  hy  all  means  prefer  the  hateaux  ;  it 
does  not  sail  as  fast  as  a  Durham  hoat,  and  he  may  l)e  a  day 
longer  in  nuiking  the  [)assage,  hut  in  ordinary  eases  he  is  far 
safer. 

Passengers  hy  either  of  these  vessels  must  take  with  them 
a  moderate  sup])ly  of  provisions,  for  it  is  not  eustonuiry  to  go 
on  shore  except  to  slee})  ;  and  if  the  wind  is  aluMid.  four  or  ti ve 
days  may  he  spent  hetween  Kingston  and  Montreal,  (ioing 
up  the  river  is  a  far  more  tedious  process.  They  should  also  he 
well  provided,  even  in  summer,  with  cloaks  or  other  coverings, 
for  the  night  dews  on  the  rivers  are  exeessively  cold. 

The  hateaux  saileil  tVom  Kingston  with  a  fa\'<^rahle 
hreeze,  hetween  ten  and  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  and  while  the 
wind  lasted  g(jt  on  gallantly  ;  hut  towards  the  afternoon  we 
were  almost  hec-alnied  in  the  Lakt"  of  a  Thousand  L<les,  and 
our  voyagers  wvvv  compelle(I  to  fug  away  at  the  oai-.  W'e  had 
four  rowers,  besides  the  conductor,  who  steered  with  a  small 
paddle.  The  scenery  of  this  Lake,  as  it  is  called,  is  very 
pictui'es(|ue,  hut  the  succession  of  islands  becomes  at  last  tire- 
some, the  mole  >o  that  you  lin<l  them  take  the  wind  o\it  of  the 
i3ail,  and  wuiully  retard  your  i^rogress.    1  had  made  allowance 
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for  a  reasonable  proportion  of  exaggeration  in  its  poetical 
name,  but  the  I^-lands  crowded  upon  each  other  in  such 
numerous  grou})s,  and  \vc  were  so  long  in  getting  clear  of 
them,  that  I  began  at  hist  to(h)ubt  whctlier  there  might  be  two 
thousand  of  them  instead  of  one. 

They  are  of  all  sizes  ;  some  of  them  bare  rocks,  a  few 
feet  S(|uare,  others  two  or  three  miles  long,  and  tiiickly 
wooded.  Loch  Lomond,  with  her  two  dozen  islets,  has  long 
sheltered  the  manufacturers  of  the  genuine  peat  reek  from  the 
scent  of  the  Revenue  ollicers  ;  but  this  must  be  the  very  para- 
dise of  smugglers,  should  such  a  trade  ever  become  profitable 
in  Upper  Canada — and  a  hopeless  business  it  will  be  for  excise 
men  who  are  sent  to  ferret  them  out. 

Towards  evening  it  began  to  rain  ;  but  some  of  the  com- 
pany on  board  were  more  disagreeable  than  the  weather. 
*     *    *    *  ffjy  their  presence,  1  could  have  endured  the 

rain  for  an  hour  or  two,  to  listen  to  the  i)oat  .^ongs  of  the 
Canadian  voyagers,  whicli  in  the  stillness  of  the  night  had  a 
peculiar  pleasing  etfect.  They  kej)t  time  to  these  songs  as 
they  rowed  ;  and  the  splashing  of  the  oars  in  the  water, 
combined  with  the  wildness  of  their  cadence,  gave  a  romantic 
character  to  our  darksome  voyage. 

In  most  of  the  songs,  two  of  the  boatmen  l)egan  the  air, 
the  other  two  sang  a  response,  and  tlu^i  all  united  in  the 
chorus.  Their  music  might  not  have  Ixhmi  thought  extremely 
fine,  by  (husv  whosi^  skill  in  concoi'ds  and  chromatics  tbrbiils 
them  to  be  gratified  but  <>n  -cientitic  principles.  My  conven- 
ient ignorance  of  those  rub  s  allowed  me  to  reap  inidisturbe(l 
enjoyment  from  the  voyageis'  melodies,  which  like  many  upon 
Scotch  airs,  were  >ingularly  plaintivr  and  jdeasmg. 

Our  conductor  expected  lo  have  rt'ache<l  liroi-kville  that 
cvjuin^-,  a  sm.dl  town  ab^ut  .');)  miles  below  Kingston,  but  we 
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began  to  be  somewhat  impatient  t(^  ^eton  sliore.  Tlie  evening 
was  so  (lark,  that  we  could  with  (htlieuhy  distinguish  even  the 
shadowy  outhne  of  the  river  ;  not  a  sound  was  lieard  around 
us  but  tlie  eelio  of  the  voie(\s  of  those  on  board,  or  the  sphish 
of  the  oars;  and  we  were  ^lidinu;  alon^-  with  ik^  otlier  convic- 
tions of  safety  than  wliat  ani^e  in  lirm  eontidenee  in  our 
boatmen.  About  eight  o'clock  a  twinkling  light  by  the  river's 
side  broke  U])on  our  view  ;  we  haile(l  the  cheering  spark,  and 
urged  the  coii»Uictor  to  haul  in  to  the  ])ank,  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  lodgings.  It  was  a  farmer's  house  ;  a  crackling  fire 
of  pine  logs  blazed  on  the  am[)le  hearth,  festoons  of  sliced 
apples  for  winter  pies,  hung  around  it  to  dry,  and  the  com- 
fortable kitchen  contrasted  most  agreeably  with  our  situation 
in  the  bateau  in  darkness  and  rain.  I'he  inmates  made  us 
welcome  to  tlieir  hreside,  and  although  not  nuicb  used  to 
entertain  stranger.-,  very  soon  {provided  ibr  us  a  most  comfor- 
table supper.  Hot  steaks,  fried  bacon  and  potatoes  for  tho.se 
who  i)referred  it,  tea  and  toast,  were  served  up  with  an  alacrity 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  ;i  regular  inn.  It  scarcely  needs 
to  be  added,  that  we  enacted  wonders  with  the  knife  and  lork. 
When  the  time  of  retiring  came,  every  bed  in  the  house  was 
surrendered  for  our  use  ;  but  finding  that  I  could  not 
participate  in  one.  unless  1  accepted  a  bed-fellow,  I  preferred 
my  box-coat  an<l  the  floor. 

About  two  o'clock  next  morning,  we  were  aroused  to 
resume  our  voyag(\  The  boatmen  before  starting  swallowed 
a  plentiful  allowance  of' -oup  thickened  with  meat  and  bread, 
verv  similar  to  what  >ailors  call  lol»coss  :  the  players  fortified 
tliemselve>  for  the  watei'  hy  an  antiphogmatic  f)f  rum. 

The  wind  had  >hi{'te(l  during  the  night,  and  was  now 
right  ahead.  It  was  a  geiuiine  American  Xorth-west(T,  and 
blew  as  if  it  were  resolved  to  take  the  .-kin  oil  our  cheeks.  The 
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water  froze  upon  tlic  oars,  as  thvy  rose  aV)Ove  the  surface^  ;  and 
I  never  appreciated  better  the  eointorts  of  a  thiek  travclin^^ 
coat,  and  a  fur  cap.  Our  boatmen  had  to  row  without  inter- 
mission ;  and  alt]iou;j,h  they  (hd  not  always  pull  very  haid, 
they  tugged  away  with  amazing  constancy.  Al)out  nine 
o'clock  in  the  niorning,  we  reached  Trescott,  sixty-seven  miles 
from  Kingston. 


Captivity  of  firs.  Howe,  1755. 


The  narrative  of  Mrs.  Jeniima  Howe's  captivity  was  first 
published  in  a  booklet,  and  later  was  populari/XMl  in  the  sc-hool 
readers  of  cSO  years  a^o.  The  copy  from  which  this  is  repro- 
duced is  charactcri/A'd  by  the  inodilictl  f  tor  s  in  all  instances 
except  at  the  end  of  a  word,  as  "  fons." 

As  Messrs.  Cah'b  Howe,  Ililkiah  (Irout,  and  Hcnjaniin 
Gaffield,  who  had  been  ho.'in*^  corn  in  the  niead(tw,  Avcst  ot"  the 
river,  were  returninu  home  a  little  betbre  snn>et  to  a  pl;u  e 
called  l)rid<j:m;in's  Vovi,  they  were  tired  upon  by  twelve 
Indians,  who  had  ambushed  their  path.  Howe  was  on  horse- 
back, with  two  youni:  bids,  his  children,  behind  him.  A  ball, 
which  broke  through  his  thi^rli,  broufj-ht  him  to  the"«^round. 
His  horse  ran  a  few  rods  and  i'vU  likewise,  and  both  the  la<ls 
were  taken.  The  Indians  in  their  savage  manner,  coming  uj) 
to  Howe,  picM'ee(l  his  body  with  a  spear,  tore  off  his  scalp,  stuc-k 
a  hatchet  in  his  bead,  and  left  him  in  this  tbrl(»rn  condition. 

He  was  tbund  alivi*  the  ne.\t  moininir  after  by  a  party  of 
men  tVom  l'^)rt  Hinsdale:  and  bein^  asked  by  one  of  the  party 
whether  he  knew  biiii.  h(^  an<wei-ed.  Yes.  I  know  y(,u  :dl. 
These  were  his  last  words.  tliou;:h  he  did  not  expire  until 
after  his  friends  luul  arrived  with  him  at  Fort  Hiutdalc. 
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Grout  was  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  unliurt.  l.ut  (iattield  in  tlu^ 
attempt  to  wade  throuuli  the  river  which  was  imlccd  i'()i<hd)h' 
at  that  time,  was  untortunalel y  di-owned.  Miishe*!  with  the 
success  they  liad  metliere,  the  sa N  a^o  went  (hreetly  to  lirid^- 
man's  Fort.  There  was  no  man  in  it.  and  only  tln-ee  women 
and  some  children,  Mrs.  Jemima  ilowe.  Mis.  Suhmit  ( i nmt, 
and  Mrs.  Eunice  CiatlielcL 

Their  husbands  I  need  not  nuMition  airain,  and  their 
feelings  at  this  junction  T  will  not  attempt  to  descrihe.  Tiu-y 
had  heard  the  enemies'  ouns,  hut  knew  not  what  had  happened 
to  their  friends.  Extremely  anxious  for  their  safety,  they 
stood  longing-  to  tMnhrace  them,  until  at  length,  concluding 
Irom  the  noise  thay  heard  without  that  some  of  them  were 
come,  they  unbarred  the  gate  in  a  hurry  to  receive  ihcm  ; 
when  lo  I  to  their  inexi)ressible  disappointment  and  snrprisc. 
instead  of  their  husbands,  in  rushe<l  a  number  of  hid(M»ns 
Indians,  to  whom  they  and  their  tender  ollsjiring  bei-ame  an 
easy  pray  ;  and  fr(^m  whom  tliev  had  nothing  to  expect  but 
either  an  immediate  death,  or  a  long  captivity.  I'lie  latter  of 
these,  by  favor  of  Providence,  turned  out  to  Ik^  the  lot  of  these 
unhappy  women,  and  their  still  more  unhappy,  because  more 
helpless,  children  Mrs.  (latiield  had  but  (.ne.  Mrs.  (iront  had 
three,  and  Mrs.  Howe  seven.  The  eldest  of  Mrs.  Howe  s  was 
eleven  years  old.  and  the  younLie>t  but  six  months. 

The  two  eldest  w^re  daughter-,  which  she  had  1>\-  her  ti'st 
husband,  Mr.  William  Thipps.  who  was  al.--o  slain  by  the 
Indians,  of  which  '  doul»t  not  but  you  have  see  an  account  in 
Mr.  Doolittle's  history.  It  was  trom  tluMnouth  of  thi>  woman 
that  1  lately  received  the  foregoing  account.  She  al.^o  gave 
me,  I  doubt  not,  a  true,  th<»ugii.  to  sure,  a  very  brief  and 
imperfect  history  of  her  cajttivity.  whu  h  I  here  insert  for  your 
perusal.    The  Indians,  (she  says)  having  plun«lered  and  j)-.it 


(•Al'TiVnv  or  Mi;s.  iiov.  j:,  17".").  KT) 

fire  to  the  fort,  wo  inurrlicd.  as  near  as  I  could  judij,(\  a  mile 
and  a  half  into  the  wcods.  where  we  eiieanipcd  that  iii<:ht. 
When  tlu'  inorniii^  canic,  and  \vv  ha<l  advanced  as  nnich 
farther,  six  Indians  were  sent  hack  to  the  place  of  our  late 
abode,  who  collected  a  little  more  plunder,  and  destroyed  some 
other  effects  that  had  heeii  left  h<'liind  ;  hut  thev  did  n(»t  I'elurn 
until  the  day  was  so  fai-  sj»ent.  that  it  was  jud,m-d  best  to  con- 
tinue where  we  weri>  throu<^h  the  mulit.  iCarly  the  next 
mornin<;  we  set  otf  for  Canada,  andcontimied  our  march  eight 
days  successful Iw  until  we  had  reached  the  place  where  the  In- 
dians had  lef"t  their  canoes. ahout  titU'en  miles  from  ( 'rown  Point. 
This  was  a  long  and  tedious  march  ;  hut  the  caj)tives,  hy 
divine  assistance,  were  enabled  to  endure  it  with  less  trouble 
and  ditliculty  than  they  had  reason  to  expect. 

From  such  savage  nnister>.  in  such  indignant  cii'cum- 
stances,  we  C(>uld  not  rationally  hope  for  kinder  treatment  than 
we  received.  Some  of  us  it  is  true,  had  a  harder  lot  than 
others:  and  among  the  (hildren,  1  thought  my  son  S(juire 
had  the  hardest  of  any.  He  was  then  only  tour  years  old.  ;;nd 
when  we  stoppe<l  to  rest  our  weai-y  limbs,  and  lie  sat  down  on 
his  master's  pack,  the  savau'c  monster  would  olun  knock  him 
off ;  and  sometimes  too.  with  the  handle  of  bis  li;!iehet. 
Several  ugly  marks,  in<lented  in  his  head  by  the  cruel  Indians, 
at  that  tender  age.  an'  still  plainly  to  be  seen.  At  length  we 
arrived  at  Crown  Point,  and  took  up  our  <iuarter.-  theie.  for  the 
space  of  near  a  week.  In  the  meantime.  >  une  of  the  Indians 
went  to  Montreal,  and  toi.k  seveial  ol' ihe  v. cary  capti ve>  along 
with  them,  u  ith  a  view  of  x  llinu  thein  li»  ihi-  biencdi.  They 
did  not  suecee<l  liowi  ver,  in  lindinii  a  market  tbrany  of  them. 
Thev  iiax  e  m\-  vounue-t  dauuhlei-  to  t  Ik'  Liovcrnor.  de  \'au- 
dreuil,  liad  a  diunk(Mi  frolic,  and  leturned  again  to  Crown 
Point,  with  tlu-  lot  of  their  ju  isoiieis.     From  hence  we  set  off 
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for  St.  John's,  in  four  or  iivv  canoes,  just  as  ni<:ht  was  coniinrj 
on,  and  wore  soon  surrounded  with  darkness.  A  heavy  storm 
hung  over  us.  The  sound  of  the  roIhuL!;  thun(h'r  wns  very 
terrihle  U])on  ilie  waters,  w  hich  at  every  flash  of  ex|»ansi\-e 
lightning  seemed  to  he  all  in  a  hhize.  Yet  to  this  we  wi-re 
indchted  for  all  the  light  we  enjoyed.  No  ohject  couhl  we 
discern  any  lunger  than  the  Hashes  lasted. 

In  this  posture  we  sailed  in  our  oj)en  tottering  eano(\<, 
almost  the  whole  of  that  dreary  night.  Hiv  morning  indeed 
had  not  yet  hegun  to  dawn,  when  we  aU  went  ash(»re  ;  and 
having  collected  a  heap  of  sand  gravel  for  a  pillow,  1  laid 
myself  down,  with  my  tender  iidant  hy  my  side  not  knowing 
where  any  of  my  other  children  were  or  what  a  niiserahle 
condition  they  might  l)e  in.  The  next  day.  h(»wever.  under 
the  wing  of  that  ever  ])resent  and  all  powerful  I *i-o\  ideiiee, 
which  had  })i"eserved  us  through  the  daikness  and  imminent 
dangers  of  the  preceding  night,  we  all  an-ived  in  .sdety  at 
St.  John's.  ()ur  next  movement  was  to  St.  Francois,  the 
metro[)olis.  if  I  may  call  it,  to  which  the  Indians,  who  led 
us  captive,  helonged.  Soon  after  our  arrival  at  that  wretched 
capital,  a  council,  consisting  of  the  chief  Sachem,  and  some 
principal  warriors  of  the  St.  Francois  tril>e.  was  convened  ; 
and  after  the  ceremonie<  usu;]^  >,)n  such  occasions  were  over,  I 
was  conducted  and  deliNcicd  to  an  old  sipiaw,  who  the  Indians 
told  me  I  nuist  call  my  mother.  My  infant  still  continued  to 
he  the  property  of  its  original  Indian  owners.  I  was  never-- 
theless  permitted  to  ke(>|)  it  with  me  a  wiiile  hdiger,  for  tlu' 
sake  of  saving  them  the  trouhle  of  looking  after  it.  When  the 
weather  hegan  to  gi-ow  cold,  sliuddering  at  the  prosjiect  of 
approaching  winter.  1  ncijUainted  my  new  mother,  thai  I  did 
not  think  it  would  Ik-  [los-ihic  for  me  to  endure  it.  if  I 
must   s[)end   il  with   her,   and  >hare  as   the   Indians  did. 
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Ijistciiiii«i:  to  my  ivjx^atiMl  and  cariu'st  solicitations  that  I 
miglit  1)0  disposed  of  anioiiii"  sonic  ol"  the  l''i-ench  inhahilants  of 
Canada,  slie  at  h'li^th  set  oil"  w  ith  me  and  niy  infant,  attended 
by  some  nnde  Iiuhans,  upon  a  joui-ncy  to  .\h)ntreal,  in  hopes 
offindin(j^a  market  for  me  there.  But  the  attempt  proved 
unsuccessful,  and  the  journey  te(lious  in<h'e(L 

Our  provision  was  so  scanty  as  weh  as  insipid  and 
unsavory;  the  weather  was  «^o  col<h  and  the  travelim:  so  very 
bad,  that  it  often  seemed  as  if  I  nnist  have  perished- on  the 
way.  \\'hilc  we  were  at  Montreah  we  went  into  the  hou.'^e  of 
a  certain  r'rench  ^enth'inan.  whose  hidy  hein^-  sent  I'or.  ami 
comin*i"  into  the  room  wheic  1  was,  to  examine  me.  >eeiii^  [ 
had  an  infant.  exehiime(l  with  an  oath.  I  will  not  hn\-  a 
woman  who  ha>  a  child  to  look  after."  There  was  a  sw  ill  p;iil 
standinu'  near  me.  in  which  I  ohsei  \-e(l  some  ci'usts  of  hread 
swimminu'  on  the  surface^  of  the  er^nsy  li(pior  it  containcfl. 
Sorely  j)inehed  with  humicr.  1  skimmed  them  olf  with  njy 
liands,  and  ate  them  ;  i;nd  this  was  all  the  iH-frohint'iit  whi(di 
the  hou.se  afforded  r  e.  Som(^where  in  the  cour>e  of  this  visit 
to  Montreal,  my  Indian  mothei-  was  so  unlortunate  as  to  catch 
the  smalljxtx.  ot'  which  distemper  >he  died,  soon  at"ter  our 
return,  which  wa>  hy  water,  to  St.  I'^ancoi.-.  And  now  came 
on  the  season  when  the  Indians  Ix  ^an  to  i>i-e|>aie  foi"  a  win- 
ter's hunt. 

I  was  ordered  to  return  my  pool*  child  to  tho>e  (»f  them 
who  still  claimed  it  a>  their  propei  ty.  This  was  a  sevei-e  trial. 
The  hal)e  elunir  to  my  hoxnn  with  all  it<  mi^ht  ;  hut  1  was 
obli«;ed  to  j)luck  it  thence,  and  deliver  it.  -hriekini:  and 
screamin^■  enou'di  to  penetrate  a  heart  of -tone,  into  the  hand^ 
of  those  unfeelini:"  wretches,  wlio-e  tender  nn'rcies  may  he 
termed  cruel.  It  was  soon  carrit'd  nif  hy  a  hunting:  party  of 
thos'^  Indians,  to  a  p hive  called  Mi'tti-kow,  at  the  lower  end  of 


14S  (  AT'I  IVITV   ol    MKS     IIoWi:,  IT."),'). 

Lake  Chainplain,  whitlu  r,  in  about  a  month  after  it  was  my 
fortune  to  follow  tlwin.  And  licrc  I  ldun<l  it.  it  is  true,  but  in 
a  condition  that  airor(K'tl  nie  no  ^reat  satisfaction  ;  it  hein;:; 
greatly  emaciated  and  almost  starved.  I  took  it  in  my  arms, 
put  its  face  to  mine,  and  it  instantly  hit  me  with  such  violence, 
that  it  seemed  as  if  I  must  have  parted  with  a  })iece  of  my 
cheek.  I  was  pcrmittc(l  to  lod^e  with  it  tliat,  and  the  two 
folio wiiiii  nights  ;  hut  every  morning  that  intervened,  the 
Indians,  1  su{)posi'  on  j)urpose  to  torment  me,  sent  me  away 
to  another  wigwam,  which  stood  at  a  little  distance,  though 
not  so  far  from  tla  one  in  which  my  distressed  infant  was 
confined,  hut  that  1  could  plainly  hear  its  incessant  cries,  and 
heartrending  lam(.'ntati(»ns.  In  this  deplorable  condition,  I 
was  obliged  to  take  my  lease  (jf  it,  on  the  morning  of  the  third 
day  after  my  arrival  at  the  place.  We  moved  down  the  lake 
several  miles  the  sanie  day  ;  and  the  night  following  was 
remarkable  on  account  of  the  great  eartlniuake  which  terribly 
shook  that  howling  wihlerness. 

Among  the  island>  hereabouts,  we  spent  the  winter  season, 
often  shifting  our  (piarters.  and  roving  about  from  one  place 
to  another  :  our  family  c(»nsisting  of  three  persons  only,  beside 
myself,  vi/..:  my  late  mother's  daughter,  whom  therefore  I 
called  my  sister,  her  sanhop,  and  a  pappoose.  They  unce  left 
me  alone  two  dismal  nights:  and  when  they  returned  tome 
again,  perceiving  them  smih'  at  each  other,  I  askc<l  what  is  the 
matter'.^  Thev  rephed.  that  two  of  my  children  were  no  more. 
One  of  which,  they  >aid,  died  a  natural  death,  and  the  other 
was  knockiMl  on  the  In  ad.  I  did  not  utter  many  words,  but 
my  heart  was  sorely  pained  within  me,  and  my  mind  exceed- 
ingly troubled  with  .-trange  and  awful  ideas.  I  often 
Imagined,  for  instance,  that  1  i)lainly  saw  the  naked  carcasses 
of  my  deceased  children  hanging  upon  the  limbs  of  the  trees?, 
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as  the  Indians  arc  wont  to  hang  the  raw  hides  of  those  heasts 
which  they  take  in  hunting.  It  was  nut  long,  however,  l»elore 
it  was  ordered  l>y  kin<l  Providence,  that  1  should  l»e  rt-lieved 
in  a  gO(Ml  measure  from  those  hon'id  imaginations;  tor  as  I 
was  walking  one  day  upon  the  lee.  oloervinga  smoke  at  some 
distance  upon  the  land,  it  nuist  proieed.  thought  I,  from  the 
fire  of  some  Indian  hut  ;  and  who  knows  hut  some  one  of  mv 
poor  children  may  he  (here.  My  curiosity,  thus  excited,  led 
me  to  the  place,  and  there  I  found  my  son  ( 'aleh,  a  little  hoy 
between  two  and  three  years  old.  whom  I  had  latel}-  huried, 
in  sentiment  at  least  ;  or  ratliei-  imagined  to  have  heen  deprived 
of  life,  and  perhaps  also  denied  a  decent  grave. 

I  found  him  likewise  in  tolerahle  health  and  ci  I'cumstances. 
under  the  protection  of  a  fond  Indian  mother;  and  moieover 
had  the  happiness  of  lodging  with  him  in  my  arms  one  joyful 
night.  Again  we  shifted  our  <|uarters,  when  we  had  traveletl 
eight  (^r  ten  miles  upon  the  snow  and  ice.  came  to  a  place 
where  the  Indians  manufacture<l  sugar  which  they  extracted 
from  maple  trees.  Here  an  Indian  came  to  vi>it  us.  whom  I 
knew,  and  who  could  speak  1-Jiglish.  He  a^ked  me  why  I  did 
not  go  to  see  my  son  Scpiire.  I  replied  tluit  I  had  lately  he'  n 
informed  that  he  was  dead.  He  a>sured  me  that  he  was  yet 
alive,  and  hut  two  or  three  miles  oti".  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Lake.  At  my  r(M|ue<t.  he  gave  me  the  hest  direclioiis  he 
could  to  the  place  of  his  ah(»de.  I  icsolveil  to  emlu'ace  tht^  tirst 
Opportunity  that  otlered  of  endeavoring  to  search  it  (tut.  While 
I  WHS  busy  in  contemplating  this  allair.  the  Indians  ohtaine(l 
a  little  bread,  of  which  they  gave  im-  a  -mail  shari-.  I  did  not 
t<iste  a  mortal  of  it  my>elt'.  hut  save(l  it  all  tor  my  poor  child, 
if  I  should  he  so  lucky  as  to  lind  him.  At  length,  having 
obtinned  of  my  keepers  leave  to  be  absent  foroiu'  day.  I  .<et  oil" 
early  in  the  morning,  and  steering,  as  well  as  1  cnuhl,  accord- 
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iiig  to  tlio  (1in'('tion>  wliicli  the  IVic-ndly  Indian  liad  <;iv('n  mo, 
1  quickly  found  the  \)\i\vv,  whicli  he  liad  so  accuratuly 
marked  out. 

1  beheld,  as  I  drew  ni^zli,  my  little  son  without  the  c<an"ip  ; 
but  he  looked,  thoULrht  I,  like  a  starved  and  ]nan<z:y  I>u])i)y, 
that  had  Ix'en  wallowing  in  the  ashes.  I  took  liini  in  my 
arms,  and  he  spoki^  to  me  these  woi-ds,  in  the  Indian  tonj^uc  : 
Mother,  are  you  eome  ?  "  1  took  him  into  the  \vi;:,\vam  witli 
me,  and  obscM-vini^  a  numbi'r  of  Indian  ehildriMi  in  it,  I  dis- 
tributed all  the  bread  whieh  1  had  resiM'Ved  for  my  own  child, 
among  them  all  :  otherwise  I  should  have<:iven  great  oflence. 
My  little  boy  aj)[)eare(l  to  be  very  fond  of  his  new  mother,  kept 
as  near  me  as  ])()ssible  whiK'  1  stayed  ;  and  when  I  told  him 
I  must  go,  he  fell  as  though  he  had  been  knocked  down  with 
a  club.  lUit  having  reeonnnended  him  to  the  care  ot"  Him  who 
made  him,  when  the  day  was  tar  spent,  and  the  time  would 
permit  me  to  stay  no  longer,  I  departi'd.  you  may  well  suppo.se, 
with  a  heavy  load  at  my  heart.  The  tidings  I  had  received  of 
the  death  ot' my  youngot  ehild  had,  a  little  before,  been  con- 
firmed to  me  beyond  a  dou:>t  ;  but  I  could  not  mourn  so 
heartily  for  the  deceased,  as  lor  the  living  child. 

When  the  winter  bi'oke  up,  we  removed  to  St.  John'.s  ; 
and  through  the  ensuing  sunnner.  our  j)i-incipal  residence  wus 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  fort  at  that  place.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  my  sistei-"s  husband  having  been  out  with  a 
.^(•outing  i)artv  to  <onie  of  the  j-jigli-h  xtllements,  had  a 
drunken  frolic  at  tiie  foit,  when  he  returned.  His  wife,  who 
never  u'ot  drunk,  but  hail  otn  n  experienced  the  ill  elfects  (tf 
luM-  husband's  inti  nipeiance.  fearing  what  the  conse(|Uence 
might  prove,  if  he  should  come  home  in  a  morose  and  turbu- 
lent humor,  to  avoid  hi>  indolence.  propo<e<l  that  we  shouM 
both  retire,  and  kee[)  out  of  the  reach  of  it.  until  the  storm 
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abated.  We  abscc-indcd  accordiiiulx'  :  l)iit  so  it  happciKMl.  tliat 
I  returned,  and  vcntiiriMl  into  lii<  presence,  1  >eiore  his  wife  had 
presumed  to  conn'  ni^h  hini.  1  ionnd  him  in  his  uiuwam, 
and  in  a  surly  nnxxl  ;  and  not  heiuLT  ahh'to  revenue  U|»on  hi< 
wife,  becaus(>  she  was  not  at  home,  lie  laid  hold  of  me.  and 
hurric^d  me  tf)  the  tbrt  :  and  tor  a  trifhnL:  coiisiiK  iat ion,  -old 
me  to  a  French  gentleman,  who-e  name  was  Saeea] »ei'. 

It  is  an  ill  wind  certainly  that  hlows  n(>hody  any  ^ood.  I 
had  been  with  the  Indians  a  year  lacking- fourteen  days  ;  and. 
if  not  for  my  sister,  yet  for  me,  it  was  a  lucky  circumstance 
indeed,  which  thus  at  last,  in  an  unexpected  moment,  snatched 
me  out  of  their  cruel  hands,  and  placed  me  beyond  tlie  reacli 
of  their  insolent  jtower.  After  my  Indian  master  had  dispo-cd 
of  me  in  the  manner  relate(l  above,  and  the  moment  of  >ob.  i- 
reflection  had  arrived,  perceiviuL:  that  the  man  who  had 
bouo^ht  me  had  taken  the  advantage  of  him  in  an  unguarded 
hour,  his  resentment  heoan  to  k indlc.  and  hi<  indiiruation  i-o-e 
so  hi^uh,  that  he  threatened  to  kill  me  if  he  <hould  meet  me 
alone:  or  if  he  c(»nld  not  i-evenue  him.<elf  thus,  tliat  he  would 
set  fire  to  the  fort.  1  was  therefon-  secret<Ml  in  an  upper 
chamber,  and  the  fort  carefully  Liuaided.  until  his  wi-ath  had 
time  to  C0(j1.  My  <ervic(^  in  the  fannly  to  which  I  wa-  advan- 
ced, was  {)erfect  free(lom,  in  comparison  with  what  it  had  been 
ainont^  the  barbarous  Indians. 

My  new  master  and  mistress  weiT  both  as  kind  and  ui'U- 
erous  towards  me  as  I  could  i-ea-( tiiably  expect.  I  seldom 
asked  a  faV(M-  of  eithei-  of  them,  but  it  wa>  i-eadily  iri'anted.  In 
eonse(juence  of  which  I  had  it  in  my  j-owcr,  in  nmny  ni>tance>. 
to  administei"  aid  and  rt'fre-hineni  to  the  poor  j)ri>onei-s  of  my 
nation,  who  werebronuht  into  St.  .Iohii*>  during  my  aboclr  in 
the  familv  (tt  the  al)o\('  mentioned  1  n  nrNolcnt  and  hospitable 
Saccapeo.     Yet  even  in  ibis  family,  such  uials  awaited  me  as 


152  CAI'TIVITY    OF    MRS.    HOWK.  17.")."). 

I  had  little  reason  to  exjXH't  :  but  stood  in  need  of  a  larp:(."  stock 
of  prudcnc^e,  to  enahU'  to  encounter  tlieni.  In  this  1  was 
greatlv  assisted  hy  the  aovcrnor,  and  Colonel  Schuyler,  who  was 
then  a  j)risoner.  I  was  moreover  under  unspeakable  ohliij:ations 
to  the  <:-overn()r  on  another  account.  I  liad  received  intelligence 
from  my  dnnolitei  Mary,  the  purjiort  of  which  was,  that  there 
was  a  prospect  of  her  heim:-  shortly  marrie<i  to  a  youn^r  Indian 
of  the  trihe  of  St.  I'ranc(»is.  with  which  trilx- she  had  continued 
from  the  heginnin^;  of  her  captivity.  These  were  lieavy 
tidings,  and  adde(l  orcatly  to  the  j)oignancy  of  my  other 
atilictions. 

However,  not  long  after  I  had  heard  this  melancholy 
news,  an  opportunity  ])re-ente(l  of  ac(|uainting  that  humane 
and  generous  gentleman,  the  commandcr-in-chi(^t".  and  my 
illustrious  benefactor,  with  this  atl'air  also,  who,  in  compassion 
for  m}'  sufferings,  and  to  mitigate  my  sorrows,  issued  his 
orders  in  good  time  and  had  my  daughter  taken  away  from 
the  Indians,  and  conveyed  to  the  sanu'  nunnery  where  her 
sister  was  then  lodged,  with  his  express  injunction,  that  they 
should  both  of  them  together  be  well  looked  after,  and  care- 
fully educated,  as  his  adoi)tt'd  children.  In  this  school 
*  *  *  *  they  (.-(jntinuecl  while  the  war  in  thosr" 
days  between  I*^ ranee  and  (ir(\it  liritain  lasted.  At  tlie  con- 
clusion of  whic  h  war,  the  governor  went  went  h(»me  to  I'^rance, 
took  my  oldest  daughter  along  with  him,  and  married  her 
there  to  a  French  gentleman,  whose  name  is  Cron  Lewis. 

He  was  at  lio^-ton  with  the  tieel  under  ("«»unt  (!»•  l->taing, 
( ITTSi  and  (»iie  of  his  el(Tk>.  .My  other  daughter  -till  con- 
tinuing in  the  lunniery.  a  ••on-iderable  time  had  elajised  al'ter 
my  return  fr<»m  captivity,  when  I  made  a  journey  to  Canada, 
resolving  to  u-e  my  be<t  end<  ;i\(>rs  ikh  to  i-eturn  without  her. 
1  arrived  ju,-L  in  time  to  prevent  her  being  sent  to  France.  She 
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was  to  have  ii,onc  in  the  lu-xt  vr.-^sfl  that  saihd  for  that  phice. 
And  I  fouiul  it  cxtrcnu-ly  dillicult  to  prevail  with  her  to  (|uit 
the  nunnery  and  i^o  home  with  me.  ^'ea,  she  ahsohitdv 
refused  ;  and  all  the  j (ersuusions  and  aij^aimmts  1  eould  u-.- 
with  her  were  to  no  elleet,  initil  after  I  had  heeii  to  the 
governor,  and  ohtaineda  let ter  iVom  him  to  the  sufK'i  intcndcnt 
of  the  nuns,  in  which  he  tlireat('iK<l,  if  my  dauirhter  <lionld 
not  he  delivered  nnmediaicly  into  my  hand-.  (»r  e(»nld  not  ht- 
prevailed  with  to  suhniit  to  my  parential  authority,  that  hf 
would  stMid  a  hand  of  soldiers  lo  assist  me  in  hrin;iin;^  her 
away. 

But  so  extremely  hi^^oted  was  she  t(»  \\\v  customs  and 
religion  of  the  place,  that  after  all.  she  left  it  with  the  greatest 
reluctance,  and  the  most  hitter  lamentati(»ns,  which  she  c<.ii- 
tinued  as  we  passed  the  streets,  and  wh(»lly  rel"n>cd  to  he 
comforted.  My  good  fi  ieiid.  Major  Small,  whom  we  met  on 
the  way,  tried  all  he  could  to  console  her  ;  and  was  so  very 
kind  and  ohliging  as  to  h(>ai*  us  company,  and  carry  my 
daughter  hehind  him  on  horsehack.  Hut  1  have  run  on  a 
little  hetore  niy  >tory  ;  for  I  have  not  yet  informed  you  ol"  the 
means  and  manner  ot"  my  own  redemption  ;  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  which,  the  recovery  of  my  daught<'r.  Ju>l 
mentioned,  ami  the  ransoming  ot"  some  of  my  (diild  ren.  -si'vt'i-al 
gentlemen  of  note  coutrihuted  not  a  little  ;  to  whose  goodness, 
therefore  I  am  greatly  indehtetl.  and  .-incerely  hope  I  >hall 
never  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  forget  it. 

Colonial  Schuyler,  in  i»articu1ar,  wa-  >o  very  knid  and 
generous  as  to  ad\ance  "JTo'i  li\  i-(  -  to  procui'e  a  ran>om  tor 
mvselfand  thi'ce  chiMien.  lie  accompained  and  conducted 
us  from  Montreal  to  Alhany.  an<l  entertaim-d  us  in  tin'  most 
triendlv  and  ho-pii;dde  manner  a  e. m-iderahle  tinie  at  his 
own  house,  and  L  believe  entirely  at  his  own  I'Xpense. 
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Perluips  110  bettor  example  of  the  lianlsliips  suflVTi'd  by 
the  early  pioneers  eaii  be  obtaiiu'd  than  the  reeital  of  the  ex- 
periences of  Xoa<liah  Hubbard,  a  man  of  lare  individuality, 
pluck  and  natural  ai)ility.  In  IS.":]  he  thus  wrote  of  his  c-arly 
experiences  : 

I  tirst  came  to  this  tow  n,  (  hampion.  in  the  year  17^)7, 
with  L(."nuu-1  Storrs.  a  lar<i,t'  landholder,  when  he  came  on  for 
the  first  time  to  view  his  piirehase.  I  was  thcMi  rcsidin-j:  in 
Steuben,  in  what  i>  now  Oneida  ('ounty,  but  then,  or  shortly 
before,  Herkimer.  Mr.  Storrs  then  hired  several  })ack  men, 
whose  busine>^  it  was  to  carry  the  neeessary  provisions  for  the 
expedition  on  their  baeks.  This  was  late  in  the  autumn.  We 
traveled  on  fo<it  by  what  was  ealliMl  the  breiieh  Road  to  the 
Hij^h  Falls  on  the  lUaek  Kivt-r.  'riii>  road  had  been  cut  for 
the  aee()mm<»dation  ot"  the  breiieh  refuue^-s  who  had  made  a 
settlement  at  lIiL:h  frills,  and  had  then  a  lo^  eity.  Many  of 
these  French  belon^^cd  to  tin-  nobility  of  f^-anee,  who  were 
obli<;ed  to  abandon  iln  ir  country  durinu  the  revolution  in 
17i>.'>,  but  \\\\n  were  afterward"-  peimiltcd  to  i(  (ui'ii  wla  n  the 
star  of  empire  ro>e  upon  the  liojiapurle-.    Their  setllement 


4 


A    I'IONKKK's    II  AllDSII  Il'S.  If)") 

was  made  upon  what  was  called  the  I'^rciicli  'I'ract,  on  the 
north  and  cast  side  of  the  lUack  Ivivri-.  an<l  extending  a  urcat 
distance.  From  the  Ilii^h  I'^alls  wc  desccndi'd  the  river  in  a 
boat  to  the  rapids,  called  Lonu"  l-^dls,  now  known  as  ( 'a i  t lia;ie. 
Here  W(^  landed,  and  in  two  days  exploiiMl  the  town>hip,  then 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  ( )n  our  way  <lown.  Silas  Stow,  then 
a  youn^  man.  and  atU  rward  known  as  Jud^e  Stow,  of  I.ow- 
ville,  joined  us.  ( )n  the  third  day  we  rc-cmharki-d  and 
pnK'ceded  up  the  river,  and  it  was  two  days  hard  rowin*;- 
<T0t  back  a^ain  tolIi«i:h  {''alls.  As  1  l)elieve  I  hetoic  mentioned, 
it  was  late  in  XovemhcM-,  and  the  niuht  we  were  (d)li^ed  to  be 
out,  we  encountered  a  se\-ere  snow  storm.  'I\>  j »rotect  ourselves 
from  it  in  some  measure,  we  made  a  shanty  by  setting  up 
some  crotches,  and  laying  on  poles,  and  covcrinu  them  with 
hemlock  bouiihs.  •  W'e  also  scattered  branches  upon  the<^round 
upon  whii-li  to  lie.  and  by  making-  a  rousing  tire  in  front  ot' 
our  shelter,  wecontrived  to  be  vei-y  com tortable.  l>y  this  time 
our  })rovisions  Were  nearly  exhausted,  and  we  had  before  us 
the  prospect  of  a  huni^ry  day.  Ihit  in  asceiidinLi  the  ri\"e!"  we 
fortunately  killed  a  duck  and  a  partridL^-e  ;  these  beini:'  stripped 
of  their  featheis  in  the  eveiiinu.  1  cookeil  them  tor  ouj-  break- 
fast the  next  niorniiiLi-.  I  prepared  them  as  nic-ely  as  weccaild 
with  our  sc-anty  im  ans  ;  <:\\{  we  had  none.  I  had  a  little  poi'k 
left  ;  this  I  cut  in  small  bits  and  inserted  into  the  tlesh  of  the 
fowls,  when  it  <erved  the  double  purpose  of  salt,  and  butter  for 
l)astiim-.  To  cook  them  1  set  up  a  couple  of  crotched  sticks, 
laid  another  across,  and  frt>m  it  by  sin of  bark  >u-pendi-(l 
mv  fowls  befoi-e  the  hre.  where  they  cooked  nio>t  In-autifully. 
and  were  all  in  Liood  time  pariakcii  ot"  by  the  company  with 
rare  rt>lish.  Indeeil,  >b  s-rs.  Stia  isaml  Stow  declare<l  they  had 
never  eaten  so  «:<)od.  iluiiLrer  and  a  limitcfl  supply  i;avi' a 
keenness  of  relish  not  often  expt-rieiu  t-d. 
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In  due  time  \vc  arrived  safe  and  well  in  Steuben,  from 
whence  we  liad  starttMl,  wlicre  I  passinl  the  winter.     Mr.  Stoi  rs 
offered  me  very  liberal  induecments  to  eome  on  hcrt'  and  m:- 
cept  them,  thouoli  J  u\i\y  say  in  passing-  and  then  (hsmi>.s  the 
subject  forever,  that  \\v  failrd  to  fuUill  his  liberal  <»ili'rs.  P>iit  in 
consideration  of  tho.<e  o tiers.  1  lel't  my  home  in  Steuben  tlie  1st 
of  June,  170s,  and  started  for  this  phiec,  aeeom{taide(l  by 
Salmon  AVard  and    David  Starr,  with  fifteen  head  of  eatth'. 
We  traveled  again  upon  the  l-'reneh  road,  as  far  as  it  availed 
us.     This  townshi})  had  been  surveyed  by  Ik'njamin  and 
Moses  A\'riglit,  the  year  before,  and  this  year  Mr.  Storrs  had 
engaged  B.  W.  to  survey  HouuFfield,  and  on  his  way  there  he 
was  to  mark  a  road  to  this  pla('(\  and  to  precede  me.     I  met 
the  surveyors  agreeably  to  appointment  at  a  Mr.  HoadU?y's, 
and  from  there  we  came  on  to  wliat  is  called  Turin  Four 
Corners.    There  was  only  one  log  house  there  then.  From 
there  we  went  west  about  thirty  or  forty  rods  to  Zaeeheus 
Higby's.    There  we  laid  down  our  maps  and  consulted  them, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  to  take  from  thence  a  north  course. 
This  led  us  upon  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  now  known  as  the  Tug 
Hill.    AVe  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  faee  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  most  eligible  route  to  }»ursue.  and  therefore  took  the 
one  which  seemed  the  mo>t  direct,  not  knowing  the  obstacles 
to  be  encountered.     We  had  bet"oi-(^  come  down  by  water,  and 
on  this  route  there  was  not  even  a  mark<'d  tree.     It  w;is  thi' 
duty  of  the  surveyors  to  jtrecedt^  u>,  maik  a  road  and  chain  it. 
Mr.  W.  started  in  a<lvance  of  us  for  thi-  purpo-e.     It  was  a 
beautiful,   clear  morning  and    we   followed  on.  progressing 
finely  until  the  middle  ot"  the  alternoon,  when  w«-  came  to  a 
gulf,  and  an  abundance  of  marke(j  trees.     We  went  ovei- the 
gulf  l)Ut  C(mld  find  no  mmv  tree-  marked.     W<'  ili«n  made  a 
hre  and  took  out  the  >i«»ppin-<  from  nur  belU.  aii<l  <utle!-e(l 
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our  cattle  to  feed  arr^und  the  fire,  wliile  we  set  ourselves  to 
search  for  marked  trees,  over  tlu-  <^uirs  and  uj)  and  down,  hut 
could  find  no  place  to  cross,  or  marks  hy  which  to  determine 
what  course  the  surveyors  had  taken.  In  this  predicament 
we  prepared  to  eon-truet  a  shelter  lor  the  ni<^ht  ol'  hendock 
boughs. 

The  next  morning  the  sun  came  up  cleai'  and  hrii^ht.  and 
I  called  a  comieil.  I  lold  the  men  how  nnich  (hnnagc  it  would 
be  to  mo  to  return,  how  i;reat  a  loss  not  to  [)roceed,  and  asked 
them  if  they  were  willinLX  to  come  on.  David  Starr  replied 
that  he  would  go  to  h — 1.  if  I  would.  Though  noway  desirous 
of  going  to  the  latter  jilace,  even  in  good  company.  I  defter- 
mined  to  come  ()n.  if  sueh  a  thing  were  possihle,  without  a 
compass  or  guide.  We  then  set  ourselves  to  work,  and  felled 
trees,  with  whieh  we  madi^  an  eneh»sure,  into  which  we  drove 
our  cattle,  and  then  shoved  them  down  the  precipice,  one  after 
another  :  they  went  Uj)  slantingly  on  the  other  side,  and  much 
better  than  we  got  them  down.  >o  that  linally  tiny  were  all 
safely  over,  afu-r  much  toil  and  trouble.  1  then  agreed  to 
pilot  the  comj>any  down,  took  oil"  the  ox  bell;  and  carried  it  in 
my  hand,  lea<ling  the  way,  and  steered  a  north  course  by  the 
sun  and  watch.  \\'e  had  the  advantage  of  a  bright  sunshine. 
We  had  to  cro.<s  a  number  of  gulfs,  and  one  windfall,  which 
was  the  woi'st  of  all.  We  eontinucil  to  travel  Uj)on  the  sum- 
mit (M"  the  liill.  where  we  fouiid  much  tine  tabl(>  land.  The 
cattle  Would  tiaxel  a<  tn-t  a-  I  conld  lead  the  way.  One  man 
drove  them,  and  another  tollo\\( d,  axe  in  hand,  to  mark  the 
trees,  and  leave  traet  -  hchind  us.  so  that  if  we  could  not  ad- 
vance, Wi^  conld  ll'ace  oui'  >l(  ps. 

We  de-cended  tlir  hill  h.fol-e   l-eachiug  l)eel-  Kiv<'r.  The 
lattia-  we  strui  k  and  cro-<e<l  above  the  lall.< — not  far  from 
where  thr  village  ui'  i  ojienha-en  nuw  .-timds — and  coming  ou, 
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we  succeeded  in  liii(liii<^  the  town  line,  wliicli  wns  idcnt i tied  l)y 
marked  tives.  not  U\v  tVoni  when'  the  toll-Li.-itc  now  is.  on  the 
Champion  and  ('(.pcnliaucn  I'Lmk  KN.ad.  \Vv  then  cIim i il:c<1 
our  course,  following  tin-  line  to  llic  lilnck  Rixci',  al  Loiilc 
Falls,  wlu're  we  aiTivcd  hcloiv  ni^lit.  W'c  tlinc  found  Mr.  W. 
and  men.  They  had  not  arriv(<l  moir  than  an  hour  hcfore 
us.     When  seeing- us,  Mr.  W.  exclainu-d  : 

*'Ho\V,  in  tlie  name  ofCJod,  have  you  ;i,ot  here"/"  I  re- 
plied : 

''You  scoundrel!  you  ought  to  be  hurnt  for  Icavini:; 
us  so!" 

It  was  a  ino<t  rascally  pii'ce  of  hn-iiU'ss,  their  Icavin;:  us 
as  they  did.  lUit  1  suppo-r  the  truth  wa-.  thiy  thou^lit  it 
impossible  for  us  ever  to  urt  t,hroUL:h  with  our  cattle  :  hut  this 
does  not  excuse  thcni  foi-  not  havini:"  niarkc<i  the  i-oad  ;  'twas 
forthatthey  were  sent — an<l  if  olhns  could  not  follow,  they 
were  not  answerable  ;  hut  their  duty  was  plain  before  them. 

My  boat,  which  1  had  dispatrhe.l  iVoin  the  Hi^h  l'\-dl>, 
soon  after  arrived,  with  my  p)'ovi>ions,  yokes,  chains,  and 
cooking  utensils.  The  next  day  we  Kt"t  one  to  watch  oni- 
effects,  while  the  others  were  searchin<:  for  a  doi rahle  h c::  t i(  n. 
In  a  few  days  I  selected  the  farm  upon  whidi  I  now  live, 
principally  for  the  reason  that  it  was  the  centre  of  tie-  town- 
ship, rather  than  t'orany  peculiar  advaniai:-e>  it  pos-e->cd  oNcr 
other  porti(^n.«*  of  the  town.  Vet  [\\r  -oil  has  prowd  iiood.  and 
sufHciently  luxuriant  with  proper  cultivation.  'Idiis  was  what 
I  sought,  a  good  agricultuia  1  location,  ratln  i- than  oui'  j)o->es-- 
ing  hydraulic  pri\  i leges. 

Not  one  tree  had  been  cut  lu  re  foi-  the  pu]  p(«>e  ot'  making 
a  settlement,  nor  was  there  a  wlnte  man  settled  in  wliat  i-  n<  w 
the  county  of  .letler-on,  when  I  eanie  Ik  if.  1  w.i-ihetiiM 
white  settlei-  in  the  county.     I   i-ciiiained  here  ihrcaiuli  the 
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suinnuM",  and  until  October,  en^nucd  in  niakin<;-  a  ck'arin<i. 
We  thon  returned  to  Steuhcn,  where  iny  family  was,  to  spend 
the  winter. 

During  the  sunmiei-.  some  families  had  eome  into  T.ow- 
ville,  and  Mr.  Storrs  iiud  caused  a  I'oad  to  he  marked  from 
there  to  the  Long  I'^dls.  and  hy  that  we  rcturnc'l,  drivinu  oui- 
cattle  home  again.  These  had  hccoiuc  fat.  hy  running  in  thr 
woods,  during  the  suniinei-,  and  1  sold  them  for  her f.  1  would 
mention  here,  though  I'ather  out  of  place,  that  1  foun<l  a  living 
spring  of  pure  water,  a  few  rods  hefore  where  the  puhlic  house, 
in  Cham])ion,  now  stands,  which  had  it<  influence  in  deciding 
my  location.  Near  it  I  huilt  my  tirst  hou>e.  and  there  I  kept 
bachelor's  hall  "  two  summers,  heing  myself  "  chief  cook.'' 
My  first  hahitation  was  a  cahin,  ei'ected  in  a  few  hours'  time, 
with  the  aid  of  my  men.  It  was  a  rude  .structure,  hut  .•served 
our  j)urpose.  We  tirst  set  some  posts,  and  then,  having  felled 
great  trees,  strip{)ed  them  of  tlu^  h.-irk.  and,  with  this,  covered 
the  roof  and  three  sides  of  our  dwt'lllng.  the  front  was  left 
opened,  so  that  it  may  truly  he  said,  we  kept  open  hou<e.  The 
covering  was  kept  tii-mly  in  its  place  hy  witlio  of  l>ai  k.  .\fter 
the  com[)letion  of  oui-  house,  the  ]\v\\  most  necessary  thing, 
was  an  oven,  in  which  to  hake  our  hi-ead,  for  hread  we  mu.*=t 
have,  it  being  the  >tafV  of  life.  This  was  soon  math*,  .with  two 
logs  for  a  foun(lati<»n.  ami  a  Hat  stone  thereon,  tin-  >upt  r- 
structure  was  soon  reai'ed  with  smaller  stones,  cenienteil 
together  hy  a  morta r  of  muck.  fr(»m  thesitle  of  the  spri iig,  and 
crowned  hv  a  (lat  >tnne.  Tlii>^  an>«\\  ei  «  d  in \- pu rpo-e  ;i- w  <1 1  ;i- 
one  ot"  iniM'c  elahoiate  ei ai^-t iMi<  t  ii ai .  for  ;i  dooi-.  we  >plit  nut  a 
plank  of  l)a>-\\(>od  :  anil  n  k iiead i ULi-t rnULih.  we  again  had 
rec()Ui"s(Mo  the  ha-swo»>d.  trnm  whence  we  (  Ut  a  log  of  the 
re([uired  length  and  dimension-.  -f»lit  it.  and  iVoin  one  half, 
dug  out,  with  an  a.xi'.  and  an   in.-irunieni  named  a  howell. 


160  A  i'i().\i;i:i;'s  ii  \  i;i»^iii  rs. 

which  we  had  l)r()iiL;ht  1". such  j .ti i  | »< .<(■<.  in  a  short  tiiiu-,  a 
trough,  which  answered  our  {)ur|M»-f  vi  i-y  well.  I  hrou^^ht 
some  yeast  with  uic  to  uiakc  my  lirst  hatch  ol"  hrcad  ;  after 
that,  I  Ui^ed  h'awu,  kept  aud  jircpartMl  after  directions  ^ixeii 
me  by  my  wife,  before  k-aving  home.  \\  hatever  may  he  said 
of  our  cooking,  in  gem'ral.  I  am  -ui-e  none  eve!- seetned  sweeier 
to  me,  or  was  eaten  with  a  better  relish  by  oilieis  :  hd.oi' 
sweetened  every  mouthfuh  We  had  (•(•us  and  j>Ienty  of  milk. 
We  sometimes  washed  (hshes,  wlieii  we  could  not  remembei" 
what  we  last  ate  u})on  them,  but  oftener  turned  them  the 
bottom  sid(^  U|),  there  to  ri  inain  until  wanted  again.  Some 
even  pretend  to  say,  that  when  our  tahle  n<'eded  scouring,  we 
sprinkled  salt  upon  it,  and  put  it  out  Ibr  the  old  cow  to  operate 
upon.  However  that  may  be,  I  am  sure,  if  we  e\-er  did  do  it. 
it  must  have  come  from  under  her  scoui-i iig  apparat u<  exeei-d- 
ingly  white.     But  the  whole  story  is  rather  aprocryphal. 

Early  in  the  spring.  17l»l>,  I  .sent  on  tw(»  men.  to  make 
sugar,  before  I  camtj  oti  mx'self.  They  cinnmt^ncc  1  making 
sugar,  and  one  day  went  out  hunting,  leaviiiLi  their  sugar 
boiling.  The  consiMpience  was.  the  house  titok  tire  and  burned 
down,  with  all  of  the  little  it  containc-(b  During  the  winter, 
the  Inchans  had  stolen  all  the  cooking  uteii-ils  1  had  left,  and 
the  potatoes  which  I  had  raised,  and  buried  the  autumn  before. 
Thus  my  riches  were  taking  to  them.<elves  wings,  and  Hying 
away.  I  came  on  soon  after.  This  >pring,  I'xpiire  Mix  and 
family  came  on  ;  .lohn  and  Tliomas  \\'ard.  llphiaim  ( 'ham- 
berlain,  Samiu'l  and  l)a\id  Starr.  .lotham  Mitchell.  Salmon 
Ward  and  Hela  llul'bard.  I>avid  Miller,  and  llculin.  a 
Frenchman,  came  to  ('artliaL:e  TIk'  aboxc  were  all  youn;:. 
unmarried  nun.  >ave  Mi\.  \\ C  (■(•ntimied  our  labor-  tliiMULih 
the  sunnner  of  17'.>'.>.  hut  net  with  that  spirit  which  we  -Ik.uM 
have  done,  had  not  a  rumor  reached  us  ot"  the  failure  ot"  M r. 
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Storrs,  and  the  pioliahility  that  wf  should  lose,  not  only  all 
our  laboi".  l>ut  tile  nionry  which  1  had  advanced  lor  my  land. 
But  I  will  not  enter  iiito  particulars  here — let  it  sullice  that  I 
could  not  atlord  to  lo>e  all  I  had  done  and  paid,  and  conse- 
quently entered  into  a  conipronii-e  w  ith  him,  to  save  a  moiety 
of  what  was  justly  mine — ot"  not  only  w  hat  I  had  actually  paid 
for,  but  of  w  hat  I  was  to  ha\-e  had.  tor  leading-  the  way  in  this 
first  settlement  of  a  new  countrw  and  suhjectin<;  myself  a<j;ain 
to  all  its  discomforts  and  inconveniences,  (.'onsecjuently,  in 
view  of  makin<j:  this  my  ju  rmanent  home,  I  moved  my  family 
here  in  the  autumn  of  17*.>'.'.  We  liad  a  veiy  unfavorable 
time,  to  come.  There  had  been  a  snow  storm,  in  wdiich  about 
six  inches  of  snow  had  talleii.  W  e  wei-e  obliged  to  tra\'el  on 
horseback,  the  hoi'st-s'  \\'vt  balh  <l  ]»adly  :  we  ha<l  >lou_i;hs  to  go 
throu*;h,  and  altogether,  it  was  very  uiu (jmfortable  traveling 
in  that  manner,  w  ith  children.  We  arrive<l  at  Mr.  iloadley's 
the  first  night,  and  our  ox-teams  and  goods  the  n(  xt  day. 
From  there,  wc^  came  to  the  High  I'^dls.  where  I  had  a  boat 
awaiting  us,  which  I  had  caused  to  be  built  t"or  my  own  u-(\ 
Here  we  embarkeil  with  all  our  goods  and  chattels,  of  all 
kinds,  loading  the  boat  to  its  utmost  e:i[>acity.  so  that  when  all 
were  in,  it  was  oidy  about  four  inches  out  of  water. 

We  spent  one  night  at  the  Lowville  landing,  whei-e  a 
family  were  living.  Ihning  the  evening,  there  came  in  a 
number  of  men,  wet,  cold  and  Inuigi-y.  Among  them,  was 
one  nanuMl  Smith.  He  went  to  pull  oil  ihe  boots  of  one  of  his 
companions,  which  was  very  wet  and  (dinging  close,  lie 
pulled  w  ith  all  hi-  might — tln'  other  bracing  hi m<elf  aiia i ust 
him  a.-  lirudy  a>  po>-ible.  All  at  once,  and  with  un(\xpected 
suddi'Uess.  the  boot  came  off.  and  poorSmith  was  sent  with  his 
bare  feet,  into  a  be(l  of  livi>  coals.  Theie  wa>  both  mu>ic  and 
dancing  tor  one  while. 
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We  <irrivc<l  at  the  Loii.u'  I'^alls,  alxiiit  noon,  tln'  second 
day  from  our  embarkation.  The  weather  had  hy  thi<  time 
become  warm  and  pleasant.  Our  oXen  arrived  soon  after  hy 
land,  W'v  unloathd  our  hoat,  put  our  wa^on  toucthel-,  loa<h'(l  it 
with  some  of  our  elleet<.  set  otl",  and,  hefoi'e  ni^ht,  i-eaehe(l  our 
*' wihlernes>  home."  My  wife  said  in  view  of  the  diihcuUics 
in  Li^ettin^  heiw  that  if  >hi'  had  anythini;-  as  Liood  a-  a  eax-e  to 
live  in,  she  would  not  return  in  one  year  at  KmsI.  She,  of 
choice,  walked  from  the  I-'alls  here,  a  (hstanee  of  four  niihs 
throuiih  the  forest.  We  arrived  on  the  17th  of  Nov..  11U\K 
The  weather  eontinue«l  ph-asant  until  the  27th.  when  it  com- 
menced snowiuL:,-,  the  ri\-er-  soon  froze  ovei",  the  snow,  of  which 
a  great  (piantitx'  fell,  and  continuing-  to  fall,  lasted  all  winter, 
and  we  Were  entirely  cut  nW  from  all  intereour>e  with  the 
worhh  1  kei)t  fifteen  head  of  cattle  throu^di  the  winter,  l)y 
browsiiiLi  them,  and  they  wintere(l  well.  Isolated  though  we 
were,  yet  I  never  passed  a  more  eomfortahle  winter.  We  iiad 
a  plenty  of  provisions  ;  my  wheat,  I  had  raided  hei'e,  a  very 
tine  crop  from  see(l  sown  in  the  autumn  uf  17l'S.  and  my  ['oi  k, 
etc.,  was  fattened  in  '  )neida  ( ■(•unty,  and  hrou^ht  here  hy  Ixiat. 
And  take  it  alto<;ether,  1  j)erhaps  settled  this  country  a<  ea.^y 
as  any  one  evei*  settled  a  new  country,  as  completely  i>olate(l 
as  this  was  at  that  time,  and  easier  than  I  settled  in  Stcuheii. 
is  miles  from  L'tica.  .\t  that  time  we  had  to  l^o  to  I'tica  or 
Whiteshorouiih  tor  provisions,  and  it  always  took  one  day  to 
out,  and  aiiitthei'  to  return.  incre<lihle  as  it  may  now  scmi. 
In  the  -piMiii:  of  l^tX).  people  hcLTan  to  llock  into  the  country 
hv  hundred>.  and.  as  m\"  1<»l:  house  alloided  the  only  accom- 
nuMlation  for  wayfarini:  men.  we  were  ohlim^l  to  keep  them, 
whether  wt>  would  <»r  no  ;  -(•mctime-«,  and  that  very  i»flen.  my 
floors  Wi're  >trewji  with  human  l»ein;:-  a-  thick  a<  they  c(.ulil 
lie.  sonu'  so  near  the  huue  tire  place  a>  not  t<»  j»as-«  un>-corclie<l  - 
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one  man  in  })articular.  it  was  said  l)y  his  com panions.  had  his 
head  bakod,  hy  too  (dose  a  proximity  to  the  ovni.  This  iu>h 
continued  two  or  three  years,  and  was  full  of  incident  and 
interest,  but  at  this  distance  of  time  '  can  not  I'ecall  the<«'  ni- 
cidents  with  sutricient  accuracy  to  (Ktail  them  here  The 
town  settle(l  '/apidly  with  an  intelliLicnt  and  eneriictic  i  la»  of 
people.  The  society  was  ^ood  ;  it  miLiht  he  called  ^ood  ;iiiy 
where.  Perhaps  tlu-re  was  never  a  moiv  intelligent  and 
interesting  peo{)le  coniire^-ated  toLrelher  in  an  obscure  little 
inland  town,  than  in  this,  within  a  few  years  from  its  tir-t 
settlement.  I  can  not  state  the  oi-der  of  time  in  which  they 
came,  but  the  names  of  a  few  of  them  I  will  recor<l, 
that  in  future  time,  when  this  j»lace  shall  have  sunk  into 
insignificance,  as  it  t(jo  {»robahly  will,  before  the  i:reater  lights 
arising  around  it,  it  may  be  known  that  we  were  once  honored 
by  having  in  our  midst  such  men  as  T^gbert  Ten  Eyck,  after- 
wards first  judge  of  the  coui't.  who  was  then  a  young  lawyer, 
and  married  here,  to  one  of  our  heautitul  mai(h-n<  :  ()lney 
Pearce  and  wife,  Hubbel  and  wife.  Jud^:*'  Mo-^  Kent,  britthei- 
of  the  lat(Mdiancell(,)r.  Henry  P.  Stoi'rs,  who  opened  an  oHice 
liere,  and  afterwards  became  one  of  the  mo>t  di>tinL:iii>hed 
lawyers  of  the  state.  Dr.  Haudiw,  a  Pi-enchman.  I)r>.  Pui-ker 
and  Farley,  and  many  others.  t(»o  nnim-rous  to  mention,  as 
well  as  many  ladies  of  grace  and  beauty,  whom  it  would  be 
invidious  now  to  particularize,  ("oimnon  >chools  were  <ooii 
established.  Peligious  mei^ings  W(M-e  held  on  the  Sabbath, 
after  old  heacoii  ('artei'canie  into  the  town,  mid  in  a  vei\- lew 
years,  I  think  a>  eai-ly  a<  iSo."),  the  Pev.  Nathaniel  Pulton 
came.  lie  was  sent  out  b\'  <onn'  mi>.-ionai'v  <(»ciety  at  tin- 
east,  to  foi-m  chu!(dn-  ill  this  we>iei-n  world,  and  coiuing  to 
this  place,  wa>  invited  to  remain,  whieli  he  did.  and  conlinue<l 
here  until  the  clos(^  of  hi^  valuable  life,  in  Si-pt.   lSo'2.  and  t'or 
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the  orivater  part  of  that  tinu.'  was  the  p.-tsfor  of  the  ( 'uiiirre^Ji- 
tional  c'hui\'ii.  whicli  llourislad  imdci-  his  ministrations,  and 
enjoyed  many  p(Avertul  ivvivids  of  religion. 


Folk-Stories. 


The  following  stories,  some  of  tliciii  woi-n  tlir«  a<ll)ar('  in  a 
past  oorKTatiou  will  conu'  l>ack  to  older  rcidn-^  like  the  sweet 
voiee  of  a  hir<l  in  the  desert.  What  nienioi-ies  the  alnio-t-for- 
f^otten  anee(lote  revives!  (lokh-n  vision  of  days  when  the 
heart  was  yoiinu.  and  sympathy,  pure,  deep  and  tearful  rule<l 
the  soul.  A  sympathy  that  \\'e[)t  with  tin-  new  homesick 
puppy  ;  released  the  i m[)rison('<  1  mother  hen  fu-^ini:  in  her 
coop,  or  removed  the  jiehhle  tVom  a  struLmlini;-  shoot.  The 
simple.  uns(dli>h  mind  of  a  (diild  that  maki-s  a  eontideiit  of 
tlu^  domestic-  anim;il<.  and  uixes  the  ercfj)inL:,-  viix'  a  heljiin^- 
hand  to  a  new  or  tirmer  hold.  A  -ympathy  ala- !  all  too  soon 
hardene»l  hy  exj)erienee  and  self  inierots. 

Every  per>on  had.  as  a  tdnld.  or  her  favorite  story 
told  o\'er  and  ai:ain.  and  at  ra(di  repetition  a  new  <cene  was 
mirrored  upon  thccaiitain  ot"ehildi-h  ima-jiuMtion.  The  ;iood 
old  slory  of  how  a  ehief  tc-tcd  the  eonlidcncc  ol"  a  h  adini:"  col- 
onist has  n;()tten  into  print  and  is  thus  dcliuhilully  related  in 
ran.^^y,  though  dilfering  slightly  in  <lelail. 

n.\N  vi:i;kv. 

Old  Ilan  Verry.  was  an  Indian  chief  (•!"  the  ( )neida  trilte. 
who  lived  in  the  northern  part  ol'  New  ^'ork  Slate  a  hundre«l 
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years  lie  Imd  tou^llt  with  the  kiiiL;'s  party  against  the 

colonists  ;  but,  after  the  war,  wlicn  .lud^i'  White  cainc  to  louiid 
tlie  tow  n  of  W'hitt'shorou^h,  \iv  sought  to  make  friends  with 
them.  The  judii'e  was  the  first  white  man  to  form  a  settle- 
ment there,  lie  was  sui-rounde<l  hy  Indians,  but  was  kind 
and  good,  and  soon  won  their  love.  He  lived  in  a  small  lo<,^ 
house,  with  his  married  danuhter  an<l  a  little  grandchild,  w  ho 
was  about  two  oi-  thive  years  old. 

One  day,  old  Han  Verry,  with  his  sijuaw  and  a  mulatto 
servant,  came  from  Oriskany,  three  miles  away,  to  pay  the 
judge  a  visit  and  renew  their  friendship.  Before  going,  the 
chief  said  : 

"  I  like  you  and  have  contidence  in  you.  Do  you  like 
me  and  have  you  confidenee  in  me?"  To  which  the  judge 
replied  warmly  that  he  liked  hini  and  had  confidence  in  him. 

"Then  j)rove  it  to  me,  said  the  old  chief.  "  My  s([uaw 
loves  your  papoo.se.  Let  ns  take  her  back  to  remain  all  night. 
I  will  return  with  iicr  in  the  morning.  "' 

The  baby's  poor  mother  sat  speechless  with  terror  at  the 
thought  of  trusting  her  dai-iing  to  these  savages,  and,  as  she 
saw  signs  of  yielding  in  her  father's  face,  threw  herself  dis- 
tractedly at  his  teet.  Without  looking  at  her  distress,  he  gen- 
tly took  the  child  from  her  close  embrace,  and  told  her  sin- 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  good  friends,  who  would  surely 
bring  her  back  >ately  and  well.  Then,  placing  the  cdiild  in 
th(^  s(juaw''s  arms,  he  said  :  I  tiu^l  tc  my  friends  all  that  1 
hold  nio-t  dear.  " 

Though  he  looked  calm  and  -milin^.  he  deejtlN-  felt  the 
sacrilice  ho  wa^  called  upon  to  make  in  order  to  >ave  the  (■(•]- 
onists.  who  would  iiave  perishe<l  had  the  request  hern  re- 
fused. 

All  night  they  kc))t  vigil,  and  in  the  lir^t  gray  liglit  of 


FOI.K-STOIIIKS.  Km 

dawn  straiiunl  tlit^ir  cyt's  up  the  road  Ini"  si<i;n  ol'  an\'  human 
bcin^  ;  bat  tlicro  \va.<  iiono.  'V\\v  hours  canir  and  went — noon, 
aftornoon.  Still  no  sii^n.  In  silence  and  prayer,  with  dai  k 
foreboding,  they  ke[)l  wateh.  Sometimes  the  j)0()r  mother, 
tbr()U«^b  urief  and  Tear,  would  try  to  rush  up  the  road  in 
search  of  her  da rl in i:-,  hut  was  restrained  hy  iier  father,  who 
knew  that  such  a  l)r(»ach  of  confidence  would  cause  its  death 
and  that  of  the  defenseless  settU'rs,  while  reliance  on  their 
word  would  increase  friendliness.  So,  hand  in  hand,  they 
waited. 

At  last,  as  the  sun  sank  behind  the  hills,  some  tii2,ui'es  aj)- 
peared  in  the  distance.  Almost  l)reatlilesslv  they  ol.scrved 
tbeni  approach.  As  they  di-ew  nearer,  with  a  ci-y  of  dcliohi, 
the  keen  eyes  of  the  Uiother  saw  Hlossom  pei'ched  o;i  the 
sboulders  of  the  old  ehii-f,  dresse(l  out  in  all  the  i^-oi-iicousness 
of  an  Indian  prince^-,  instead  of  hei- own  1  ittle  clot  hes.  s:ni lin^- 
and  hapi)y,  as  if  she  had  had  the  hc^t  of  times,  as  indee(l  wns 
the  case  ;  fur  the  Indians  had  heen  vei-y  kind  and  tender  in 
their  efforts  to  amuse  the  little  "  Tale  blowei-.  " 

Judge  Whiti'  was  wise  to  sliow  the  Indians  this  Lii-cat 
trust,  for  they  never  forg(»t  it.  I'rom  that  time  they  did  all 
they  could  to  aid  the  white  settlers  at  Sedagh(iuate,  afterward 
called  Whitesburough,  and  to  show  their  love  and  re.spect  for 
them. 


A    ("OI  KT   ()!■  i;i;((>IM). 

An  act  was  j>as<ed,  April,  l^iMi,  dircetiiiL:  three  terms  of 
the  court  of  c<>mmon  pleas  to  he  held  in  .h'llci  ^on  and  bcwis 
counties.     Tradition  says,  that,  after  formal  adjourment.  the 
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first  court,  which  was  lield  in  the  school  house,  on  the  ground 
now  covered  l)y  the  ['niversalist  Church,  hecanie  a  scene  of 
tun  and  frolic,  whirh  has  since  heen  sel<h)!n  e(iuah'(L  The 
greater  part  of  the  scttK'rs  were  youn*^  or  nii(hhe  a^cd  men, 
some  in(hd«^-ed  in  liahits  of  intenii>erance  ;  the  custom  of  the 
day  did  not  discountenance  practical  joking,  and  athletic 
games  were  invariahly  the  ae('om|ianiment  of  all  ;L!,allH'rin;^s. 
Moreover  they  had  heen  just  orL!,anize(h  and  must  have 
business  tor  their  courts,  else  what  the  need  of  having  courts? 
Should  any  one  evince  a  disinclination  to  join  in  tlu'se  pro- 
ceedings, they  were  accused  of  "  sneakism,  "  and  arraigned  he- 
fore  a  mock  trihunal,  wher(\  guilty  or  not  guilty,  the  [K'lialty 
of  a  "quarter,  "  was  sure  to  he  im[)osed  for  the  l)enefit  of  the 
crowd.     Among  other  charges  was  one  against  11.,  ot" 

Rutland,  a  man  of  very  soher  and  candid  character,  who  was 
charged  with  stealing.  Con.^cious  of  innocence,  he  otlered  to 
be  searched,  when  a  ipiantity  of  dough  was  found  in  hoth 
pockets  of  his  i-oat.  Thus  imi)licated  hy  circumstances  which 
he  could  not  i\\plain.  he  was  lined.  Another  was  accused  of 
falling  asleep,  and  lined  a  shilling,  and  another  was  lined  a 
like  sum  for  smoking  in  the  coui't  I'oom.  After  }>aying  the 
penalty,  1h  ic-unied  his  pipe,  an<l  was  again  arraigned,  when 
he  entered  his  plea  that  the  line  was  tor  a  pijie  full,  which' he 
had  not  hnished.  and  tlii-  allnrded  a  suhject  of  l(>gal  a rgument 
for  discussion,  that  elicited  the  research  and  ahility  ot"  the 
lawyers  presciu.  As  the  a\-owed  intention  was  to  make  hu^i- 
ness  for  all  the  iiew  oHicei>.  oiu'  was  -irippi'd  ;ind  laid  out  on 
a  boai'd.  loosely  co\-ei\'(l  with  a  clotli.  and  a  coroner  sent  for, 
who  cummence<l  a  hona  lide  examination,  that  was  interrupted 
by  some  one  tippiiiLi  o\'er  the  hoard,  when  t he  "  std >ject  "  of 
the  hoax  jum|)ed  up  ;iiid  tle<I.  Thei-e  had  not  thus  far  been 
any  l»usiness  for  the  shoritl,  hut  this  was  at  length  nuide,  by 
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their  finding  one  who  had  cre[)t  into  the  garret  for  conceal- 
ment. He  was  dniogod  hefore  tlieir  tribunal,  where  it  was 
decided  that  his  failing"  was  a  disease,  rather  tlian  a  crime,  and 
required  a  specific.  This  carnival  was  continued  the  second 
day,  and  although  the  olHcers  of  the  court  all'ected  to  abstain 
from  these  frolics,  yet  judicial  dignity  offered  no  exemption 
from  tliem,  and  all  [)arties,  whether  wilhng  or  unwilling,  were 
compelled  to  join.  Compaincs,  distinguishecl  by  pei'sonal  pe- 
culiarities, were  paraded  under  ollicers  selected  for  the  promi- 
nence of  these  traits,  as  "  long  noses,  "  etc.,  while  the  little 
short  men  were  organized  into  a  party  and  charged  with  the 
duty  of  "  kee{)ing  the  cats  off.  "  These  follies  nniy  be  con- 
sidered puerile,  but  not  more  so  than  the  annual  carnival  in 
some  Euro})ean  countries,  and  their  record  is  interesting  from 
illustrating  the  custom  of  the  times,  when  athletic  games  were 
fashionable,  and  men  seldom  met  in  nundjcrs  without  having 
a  regular  train.  " 


A    MKiHTY  NIMROD. 

The  following  encounter  with  a  panther,  in  1811),  was 
related  by  .lairus  Kich,  the  hunter:  It  oecui-red  nviw  Ilyde 
Lake,  about  three  miles  tVom  the  village  of  lMe-<is.  He  h;id 
set  his  traps  for  wolves,  and  had  arrived  within  a  few  rods  of 
one  of  them,  when  he  ob>crvi'(l  a  }>anther  sj)ring  up  ami  run 
with  a  trap  to  t^ne  ot'  his  hind  le^s.  He  tired,  but  misled  the 
mark,  and  his  game  made  off  into  the  thicket,  when  he 
returned  to  a  hon>c  nearly  a  mile  distant,  procured  a  small 
dbg,  and  having  again  repaired  to  the  plac(\  and  >tatione'd 
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himself  w  Ium-c  \\v  could  start  the  entrapped  animal,  he  ob- 
served the  head  of  a  pantluM'  emer;^e  from  the  bushes  about 
five  rods  distant,  u[)on  which  he  tired  and  killed  him  instantly. 
He  soon  found  that  this  was  not  the  one  in  the  trap,  and  a 
heavy  shower  of  rain  coming-  on,  he  found  it  ditheult  to  load 
his  rille  aiiain.  which  he  at  lenj^th  di(h  The  do*!,',  meanwhile, 
had  en^a^:,('d  tlie  other  panthei-,  upon  wliieh  he  tired  and 
wounded  him.  and  hndinii,- he  could  not  reload,  on  account  of 
the  I'ain,  lie  threw  down  his  ])iece,  and  seizing  liis  hatchet, 
sj)rung  upon  him,  when  there  ensued  a  fearful  stru<i"^le,  in  v 
vvhicii,  finally,  the  hciist  ^(;t  under,  with  one  of  the  man's 
liands  in  his  mouth  ;  th(^  hatchet  was  lost,  but  with  the  otlier 
hand  he  di-ew  from  his  pocket  a  knife,  opened  it  with  his 
teeth,  an<l  linally  succeeded  in  cutting  tlie  throat  of  the 
ferocious  animal.  The  hunter  was  badly  torn,  but  made 
out  to  crawl  to  the  nearest  house,  where,  after  many  weeks,  he 
recovered,  l)Ut  carried  the  scars  of  the  contiict  with  him  to  the 
j2:rave.  The  bounties  for  the  destruction  of  wild  animals  were 
then  so  <ireat.  that  the  inducements  for  <jjain  led  to  ingenious 
measures  for  securing  the  rewards,  and  it  is  related  of  the  same 
|)erson,  that  having  trailed  a  she  wolf  to  her  den,  and  killed 
her,  he  found  in  the  cave  ten  young  whelps,  but  too  small  to 
be  entitled  to  the  bounty.  He  accordingly  built  a  pen  in  the 
forest,  and  fed  them  daily  upon  wild  meats  which  he  obtained 
in  hunting,  until  tiny  were  grown.  He  became  strongly  at- 
taclied  to  one  of  them,  who  would  follow  him  hke  a  dog,  but 
the  temptation  of  was  too  strong  to  resist,  and  he  slew  his 
favorite  {)et  to  gain  the  premium.  This  breeding  wolves  for 
the  mai-ket.had  its  parallel  in  ;in  instance  in  tnis  town,  in  which 
ji  hunter,  to  gain  tlu^  i-eward  that  might  be  olfered  for  the 
secret,  professe(l  to  know  of  a  <alt  s[)ring,  to  which  he  was  in- 
duced to  conduct  a  certain  person,  and  in  wliich  he  had  a  little 
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previous  buried  ii  bag  of  salt.  The  water  being  duly 
analyzed,"  by  measuring,  evaporating,  and  weighing,  a 
purchase  of  nearly  800  acres  was  made,  without  a  knowledge 
of  the  spring  by  the  landholder,  nor  was  the  trick  discovered 
before  the  bargain  had  been  sealed  and  the  sale  perfected. 


A  SURVEYING  INX'IDENT. 

Charles  C.  Brodhead,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  had  held 
the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Revolution,  and  while  performing 
a  survey,  encountered  many  hardships.  An  obituary  notice 
published  soon  after  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1853,  at 
Utica,  contained  the  following  : 

"  In  running  tlic  great  lines  of  division  his  party  had 
crossed  the  Black  River  several  times,  the  men  and  instru- 
ments being  ferried  across.  On  one  occasion  when  they  had 
approached  the  river,  having  journeyed  through  the  woods 
without  noting  tlicir  route  by  the  compass,  they  arrived  at  a 
part  of  the  bank  which  they  recognized,  and  knew  to  be  a  safe 
})lace  of  passing,  Making  a  raft  of  logs,  they  started  from  the 
bank,  and  began  to  })ole  across.  When  in  the  midst  of  the 
current  their  pok's  failed  to  reacii  the  bottom,  and  simultaneous 
with  this  discovery,  the  noise  of  the  waters  below  them  revealed 
the  horrid  fact  that  {\wy  had  mistaken  their  ferrying  [)lace, 
and  were  at  thu  head  and  rapidly  approaching  the  (ireat  Falls 
of  the  river,  tlu' passage  of  which  tluvatened  all  l)Ut  certain 
death.  Instantly  Mr.  P).  ordered  every  man  who  could  swim 
to  make  for  the  sliore,  and  he  prepared  to  swim  for  his  own 
life.  But  the  piteous  appeals  of  Mr.  Pharoux,  a  young  French- 


172 


FOLK-STORIES. 


man  of  the  party,  who  could  not  swim,  arrested  him,  and  he 
determined  to  remain  with  him  to  assist  him,  if  possible,  in 
the  awful  passage  of  the  falls.  Hastily  directing  his  men  to 
grasp  firmly  to  the  logs  of  the  raft,  giving  similar  directions 
to  Mr.  Pharoux,  he  then  laid  himself  down  by  the  side  of  his 
friend.  The  raft  passed  the  dreadful  falls  and  was  (hished  to 
pieces.  Mr.  Pharoux  with  several  of  the  whites  and  Indians 
was  drowned,  and  Mr.  J^rodhead  himself  thrown  into  an  eddy 
near  the  shore,  whence  he  was  drawn  almost  senseless  by  rrn 
Indian  of  the  party."  The  body  of  Pharoux  afterwards  was 
found  on  a  small  island  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  river  to  which  his 
name  was  given.  Mr.  LeRay  caused  to  be  prepared  a  marble 
tablet  to  be  inserted  in  the  rocks  here,  with  the  following 
inscription  : 

To  the  memory  of  Peter  Pharoux,  this  Island  is  con- 
secrated." 


A   M  .\  N -T K A  r  S M I : ( i ( .  IJ  N ( i . 

In  1S()8,  a  party  of  mihtia,  under  Captain  Timothy 
Tjinblin,  was  stationed  near  the  intersection  of  the  two  great 
roads  leading  into  ISt.  Lawrence  County,  a  mile  north  of  the 
village  of  Antwerf).  to  prevent  smuggling  under  the  embargo 
law.  There  was  much  op])osition  both  in  theory  and  practice 
to  this  law.  An  instance  is  related  in  which  a  practical  joke 
of  a  somewhat  serious  nature,  was  played  otf  U}»on  one  of  these 
guardians  of  the  national  welltare.  A  person  to  whom  the  law 
was  odious,  having  s(>t  a  trap  in  his  sleigh,  and  placed  around 
it  li  loading  calculated  ii)  convey   the  impression  that  they 
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were  smuggled  goods  approached  the  guard,  but  warned  those 
on  duty  to  keep  away  from  his  load,  or  they  would  get  into 
trouble.  Not  deterred  by  this  threat,  one  of  the  guard  pro- 
ceeded rudely  to  overhaul  the  sleigh,  to  ascertain  its  contents, 
and  was  soon  convinced  that  it  at  least  concealed  a  trap,  for  it 
sprung  upon  his  hand,  at  which  the  driver  gave  reins  to  his 
team  and  drove  off  exclaiming: 

Tve  caught  a  Democrat  I  " 

During  the  war,  a  company  of  regular  troops  was  stationed 
a  little  north  of  Antwerp  village,  to  {)revent  smuggling  into 
the  country  from  Canada.  The  inducements  which  led  to  this 
were  so  strong,  that  much  ingenuity  was  exercised  in  evading 
the  vigilance  of  sentinels,  and  sometimes  with  great  success. 
Five  or  six  sleigh  loads  of  tea  had  on  a  certain  occasion  been 
got  to  within  three  or  four  miles  of  Antwerp,  having  passed 
thus  flir  without  suspicion  as  the  tea  was  packed  in  bags, 
like  grain  on  its  way  to  market.  To  evade  the  military  guard 
that  obstructed  the  road,  the  following  stratagem  was  adopted: 
Captain  B.  who  had  charge  of  the  company,  was  invited  to  a 
whist  party  at  Cook's  tavern,  three  miles  north  of  Antwerp, 
at  which  place,  during  the  evening,  a  large  party  of  boys  and 
young  men  assembled,  with  no  apparent  object  but  to  spend 
the  evening  in  carousing,  drinking  and  card  playing.  Brandy 
circulated  freely,  and  the  revels  continued  till  a  late  hour  in 
the  night,  when  the  captain  and  his  party  set  out  to  return  in 
a  sleigh  closely  followed  by  the  loads  of  tea,  thickly  covered 
by  a  disorderly  crowd,  who  by  singing,  shouting  quarreling, 
and  fighting,  inadt-  tlie  night  hideous  with  unearthly  discords, 
and  would  nadily  pa5s  as  a  half  drunken  rabble  returning 
from  a  midnight  revel.  The  captain,  who  was  himself  rather 
more  than  half  intoxicated,  entered  with  spirit  into  the  merri- 


174 


FOLK-STUKIKS. 


mcnt  of  the  others,  and  as  the  train  ap})roache(l  the  sentinels, 
he  shouted  ; 

"It's  Captain  11,  let  my  company  pass." 

The  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  disorderly  mob  passed  on, 
and  having  got  beyond  reach  of  danger,  they  left  the  teams  to 
pursue  their  course  in  quiet,  and  in  due  time  boasted  of  the 
success  of  their  stratagem. 


COKIUTT  POLITICIANS. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  l'S20.  which  was  held  at 
Perch  River,  after  electing  a  portion  of  the  officers,  the  meeting- 
adjourned  to  the  house  of  Edward  Arnold,  on  Penet  Scjuare, 
un-til  the  next  day.  This  measure  created  much  excitement, 
and  those  living  in  the  southern  and  eastern  j)ortions  of  the 
town,  rallied  with  all  their  forces,  attended  promptly  at  the 
earliest  moment  of  the  adjourned  meeting,  organized,  and  im- 
mediately voted  another  adjournment  to  the  house  of  Ehas 
Bennet  at  Brownville  village,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  where  the  vote  for  town  clerk  was  reconsidered,  and  the 
remaining  olHcers  elected.  Being  thus  robbed  of  their  town 
meeting,  the  settlers  on  Penet's  Scjuare  and  in  distant  locali- 
ties, demanded  a  s(^j)arate  organization,  which  was  readily 
consented  to,  and  all  parties  having  met  at  an  informal  meet- 
ing, or  convention,  ;it  the  village,  agreed  upon  a  petition  to 
the  legislature,  which  was  acted  upon,  before  another  town 
meeting.  The  foregoing  is  a  coikmsc  statement  of  the  act  of 
stealing  a  town  meeting,  "  which  g;ive  i-ise  to  much  talk  at 
the  time,  and  about  which  many  fabulous  stories  have  been 
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related.  It  is  said  that  this  lieiiious  crime  of  robbery  was 
made  the  subjeet  ot"  a  |)aintin<;-,  that  formed  a  part  of  a  travel- 
ing exhibition. 


(iKXERAL  JACOP,  IJROWX. 

Brown ville  was  first  explored,  with  a  view  of  settlement, 
by  General  Jacob  l>rown,  who  while  teaching  school  in  New 
York,  had  met  with  Kodolph  Tillier,  the  <<eneral  agent  for  the 
Chas.sanis  lands,  and  was  induced  to  purchase  a  large  tract, 
and  become  the  agent  for  CDinmencing  a  settlement,  at  a  time 
when  the  ditticulties  attending  such  an  enterprise  were  very 
great.  Having  engaged  in  this  business,  he  repaired  in  Feb- 
ruary, 17^)*.),  to  the  location  of  the  French  company,  at  tlie 
High  Falls,  and  made  several  journeys  to  Utica,  when,  having 
comj)lete(l  his  arrangements,  and  collected  provisions  at  the 
Long  Falls,  he  in  March,  17{)9,  })assed  down  the  old  French 
road,  in  company  with  thiveorfour  hired  men,  and  hap{)ening 
to  reach  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  Philomel  Creek,  he  was 
charmed  with  the  [)ros}>ect  of  a  water  power,  apparently 
perennial,  and  at  once  decided  upon  stopping  here.  He  com- 
menced clearing  land,  havinix  smt  for  his  father's  family,  who 
started  on  the  '2'2d  of  April,  from  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  after 
sto[)ping  a  few  days  at  New  York  and  Schenectady,  and  hiring 
at  Utica  an  extra  boat,  at  length  arrived  at  the  location  on  the 
ITtli  of  May,  ITD'J.  havini:,-  been  nearly  three  weeks  on  the 
road.  Ceorge  lirown,  a  relative,  came  on  in  the  same  com- 
pany, witii  a  [)art  of  his  family,  making,  with  the  boatman,  a 
party  of  neai  ly  twenty.    The  boatman  soon  returned,  leaving 
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one  boat  that  served  the  means  for  eommunieation  with  Kings- 
ton, from  wh'Mice  they  derived  most  of  their  provisions,  the 
stock  left  at  the  Long  Falls  having  been  sold.  When  this 
company  had  arrived,  the  first  had  cleared  a  small  piece,  and 
got  up  the  body  of  a  log  house,  twenty  feet  square,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  hay  scales  on  the  edge  of  the  bank,  in 
the  village,  and  the  same  season  they  put  up  the  body  of  a 
two-story  log  house,  25  by  30,  on  the  ground  coveied  by 
the  store  of  AVm.  Lord.  This  was  not,  however,  completed  for 
occupation  till  the  spring  of  180L  In  the  fall  of  1800  a  saw- 
mill was  built  at  the  mouth  ot  Philomel  Creek,  the  millwrights 
being  Noah  Durrin  and  Kbenezer  Hills,  and  late  in  the  fall  of 
1801  a  grist  mill  was  built  for  Mr.  Brown,  by  Lthni  Evans, 
afterwards  the  pioneer  of  Evans  Mills.  A  few  goods  were 
brought  on  with  the  first  family,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  Jacob  Brown  went  to  New  York,  on  other  business,  and 
selected  a  small  stock  better  adapted  to  the  market.  In  1790, 
a  great  number  came  in  to  look  for  lands,  many  of  wiiom 
selected  farms  on  Perch  river,  and  between  that  place  and 
Brownville,  where  they  commenced  small  clearings,  and  made 
arrangements  for  removal  with  their  families  in  the  spring. 

In  1804,  the  question  of  forming  one  or  more  new  coun- 
ties from  Oneida,  became  the  absorbing  theme,and  a  convention 
was  held  at  Denmark,  N(n'.  '20,  1804,  to  decide  upon  the 
application,  at  which  most  of  the  delegates  are  said  to  hav(^ 
gone  prepared  to  vote  fur  one  county,  but  from  the  inlluencc 
of  Mr.  Brown,  and  Gen.  Martin,  of  Martinsburg,  were  induced 
to  apply  for  the  erection  of  two  new  counties.  In  locating  the 
county  seat,  the  most  active  etibrts  wen^  made  in  each  county, 
Martinsburgh  and  Lowville  being  the  rivals  in  Lewis,  and 
Watertown  and  Brownville  in  Jeflerson.  Mr.  lirown  was  the 
principal  advocate  of  the  latter,  but  the  mass  of  settlement  was 
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then  in  the 'southern  towns,  and  the  portion  nortli  of  BUick 
River  was  known  to  be  low,  level,  and  (in  a  state  of  nature) 
much  of  it  swani})}'.  The  settlements  that  had  heen  begun  at 
that  early  day,  at  Pereh  River,  Chauniont,  and  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  were  visited  by  severe  sickness,  and  the  idea  was 
entertained,  or  at  least  held  forth  to  the  commissioners  who 
located  the  site,  that  it  could  never  be  inha])ited.  Mr.  Brown 
next  endeavored  to  procure  the  location  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river,  near  Watertown,  and  made  liberal  otters  of  land, 
for  the  public  use,  hut  the  perseverance  and  intrigues  of  Mr. 
CofTeen  and  others,  succeeded  in  fi.xing  the  site  at  its  present 
location. 

After  the  opening  of  the  land  otfice  at  Le  Raysville,  Mr. 
Brown  continued  for  two  or  three  years  devoted  to  his  private 
affairs,  and  meanwhile  received  unsolicited,  commissions  of 
captain,  and  of  colonel  of  the  lOSth  regiment  of  militia.  His 
promotion  in  the  line  of  military  life,  is  said  to  have  arisen 
from  his  avowed  aversion  to  fnM|uent  and  expensive  military 
parades  in  time  of  peace,  calling  otf'  the  inhabitants  from  their 
labors  in  the  fields,  and  encouraging  habits  of  intemperance 
which  in  those  days  were  too  freipiently  the  accom})animent  of 
such  gatherings.  His  views  of  the  subject  of  militia  organiza- 
tions, ai)proached  more  nearly  to  our  present  system  and  in 
selecting  him  for  otfice,  the  people  were  convinced,  that  while 
he  omitted  nothing  conducive  to  the  public  safety,  he  would 
cause  them  no  needless  expense  of  time  and  money  for  parades. 
In  his  {)ublic  and  private  conduct,  and  daily  life,  they  .^aw  him 
in  possession  of  sagacity  and  intelligcMiee.  that  led  them  to 
place  contidence  in  his  resources,  should  emergencies  call  for 
their  exercise,  and  the  intt'grity  of  his  pi'ivate  lite  convinced 
them  that  the  [)ubliL-  trusts  with  which  he  might  be  honored, 
would  be  faithfully  preserved. 
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In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  (ieneral  Brown  re- 
moved to  Washington  in  1S21,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  I'ebruary  24,  182S,  from  the 
effect  of  a  disease  contracted  at  Fort  Erie.  For  some  time 
previous,  his  })hysical  powers  had  been  impaired  by  a  })aralytic 
stroke.  His  death  was  announced  to  the  army  by  an  order  of 
the  secretary  of  war  ;  and  the  funeral  ceremonies  were  j)er- 
formed  with  all  the  formality  and  dignity  that  his  exalted 
rank  required. 


A  BLOCKHOUSE  GRANARY. 

The  inhabitants  living  on  Perch  River,  on  receiving  the 
news  of  the  war,  were  greatly  alarmed  from  their  suppose*!  ex- 
posure on  the  frontier,  and  some  of  the  timid  ones  resolved  to 
leave  the  country.  To  dissuade  them  from  this,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  build  a  blockhouse,  which  was  forthwith  done  by 
voluntary  labor,  but  when  completed,  only  served  es  a  store- 
house for  the  wheat  of  a  neighbor.  Some,  ridiculing  the  idea 
of  danger,  humorously  })ro})osed  to  post  themselves  on  the 
brow  of  some  of  the  limestone  ledges  towards  ('atti^•h  Creek,  in 
the  direction  of  Canada,  which  would  give  them  the  double 
advantages  of  a  commanding  i)Osition,  and  an  abundance  of 
material  for  missiles,  in  case  of  attack.  This  had  its  effect,  and 
after  a  few  weeks'  retleetion  the  idea  of  Indian  ninssaere  was 
forgotten.  It  will  be  remembered  tliat  many  of  the  older  in- 
habitants had  realized  in  their  youth  the  horrors  of  Indian 
warfare  and  the  tales  of  midnight  niassaci'e  which  they  re- 
lated as  they  assembled  on  evenings  for  mutual  safety,  en- 
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hanced,  in  no  small  degree,  this  timidity.  Still  the  alarms 
>vhich  prevailed  in  this  county  were  far  less  than  those  that 
spread  throu<^h  the  St.  Lawrenee  settlements,  and  as  after- 
wards a];peared  in  Canada  itself,  where  nearly  every  family 
along  the  ri\ or  had  heen  fugitives  from  the  desolating  hand 
of  war,  from  their  <i<llierenee  to  the  royal  cause  in  the  revolu- 
tion. The  a})prehensioiis  (jf  hoth  {)arties  soon  sul)side{l,  and 
men  resumed  their  customary  [)ursuits,  exci'[)t  when  occa- 
sional drafts  or  general  alarms,  called  out  the  militia,  or  the 
emergencies  of  the  service  reijuired  the  ;issend)ling  of  teanis 
for  the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war.  Prices  of  pi'oduce 
were,  of  course,  extremely  high,  and  from  the  large  amount 
of  government  money  expended  here,  the  basis  of  many  for- 
tunes in  the  county  were  laid  at  that  period. 


lirUTKO  TRKAsrUK. 

The  aboriginal  remains  of  L^llisburgh,  have  given  occa- 
sion for  the  weak  minded  to  believe  that  they  were  in  some 
way  concerned  with  buried  treasures,  and  this  being  confirmed 
by  the  supi)osed  indications  of  the  divining  rod,  led  in  early 
times  to  explorations  for  them,  despite  of  the  guardianship  of 
the  spirits  of  the  niurdei"ed,  who  according  to  the  most  ap- 
proved demonologists  of  these  speculations  were  in  some  in- 
stances charged  with  making  money  out  of  the  credulous 
victims  of  >uper>titi(»ii,  by  srlling  })rovisions.  and  in  several 
instances,  the  diggers  weiv  almost  frightened  out  of  their 
senses  bv  irhosts  and  demons  ;  some  u"(>t  fleeced  of  substantial 
property  in  })Ui>uit  of  imaginary  wealth,  and  others  lost  the 
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respect  of  8eiisil)le  men  by  the  favor  with  which  they  regarded 
these  follies.  On  a  certain  occasion  in  prci>aring  the  enchanted 
circle  for  diggin*;-,  a  lainh  was  sacrificed  to  a})pease  the  guar- 
dian demons  of  the  supposi^d  trcjisure,  l)Ut  this  act  was  gener- 
ally regarded  as  a  sacrilege  and  did  niucii  towards  bringing 
discredit  upon  these  heathenish  orgies. 


CUSTOMS  Ti^orr.i.Ks. 

In  Septend)er,  ISOS,  an  event  occurred  in  Kllisburgh 
that  created  great  excitement  at  the  time.  A  party  from  Os- 
wego, under  Lieut.  Asa  Wells,  entered  Sandy  Creek,  and  after 
seizing  a  (juantity  of  potash  under  tin?  end)argo  laws,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  house  of  Oapt.  Fairtield,  surrounded  it,  and 
seized  and  carric^l  away  a  swivel.  Mr.  V.  being  absent,  his 
wife  made  eom[)laint  to  a  justice,  who  issued  a  warrant.  The 
constable  was  intiniidate(l  and  called  upon  his  fellow  citizens 
to  aid  him,  when  about  thirty  men  took  arms  and  went  with 
him,  l)ut  Wells'  men  presented  bayonets,  when  they  desisted, 
and  twenty  of  the  men  went  olf.  Lieut.  Wells  ordered  the  re- 
mainder to  be  disarmed  and  bound,  when  they  were  taken 
with  the  swivel  to  Oswego.  On  the  evening  of  the  'ioth  of 
September,  the  same  party  returned,  as  reported,  for  the  })ur- 
pose  of  taking  the  magistrate  and  constable  who  had  issued 
the  papers.  A  warrant  again>t  Wells  and  two  others  for  telo- 
ny,  in  breaking  open  a  house  was  issued  at  Sackets  Harbor 
and  given  to  Andi-ew  Leasp,  a  constable,  to  execute,  who,  af- 
ter examining  the  law.  raisrd  a  line  and  ci"y  and  assendjled 
about  200  pei'sons  in  Ldlisburgh,  where  a  consultation  (jf  sev- 
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eral  magistrates  was  held,  and  the  next  day  at  sunrise  ahout 
seventy  or  eighty  men,  armed  and  e(iuipi)ed,  volunteered  to 
aid  in  the  arrest,  hut  the  magistrates  durst  not  issue  tlie  order 
for  their  mareh,  heing  ap[)iehensive  that  some  excess  or  in- 
jury might  he  done,  and  the  (question  having  hcvn  raised 
whether  a  constahle  had  a  right  to  demand  aid,  hefore  he  had 
been  resisted,  the  armed  men  were  advised  to  disperse?,  and 
the  civil  officer  requested  to  proceed  to  apprehend  WelU  anil 
the  others,  without  the  force  of  the  county.  This  proceeding 
was  charged  by  one  of  the  political  ])arties  as  an  attempt  of 
the  other  to  resist  by  force  of  arms  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  mutual  criminations  were  exchanged  with  mucii  bitter- 
ness. 


Pf:TKR  PKXKT. 

A  tract  of  land,  s(juare  in  form,  with  the  sides  running 
coincident  with  the  principal  cardinal  points,  and  its  north- 
west corner  resting  upon  the  8t.  hawrence  at  the  mouth  of 
French  Creek,  is    Penet's  Scpiare.  " 

The  revolution  attracted  to  America  many  French  ad- 
venturers, says  Hough,  some  of  whom  had  much  more  to  gain 
than  to  lose,  and  among  these  was  one  Peter  Penet,  of  Nantes, 
France.  He  arrived  at  Providence,  K.  P,  by  way  of  Cape 
Francois,  (\V.  1.,)  in  Deccndx'r.  177"),  having  letters  and  cre- 
dentials which  at  hrst  secured  him  some  attentions,  and  he  ob- 
tained from  a  committee  of  conuress  a  contnict  in  the  name  of 
IX)  Plaine,  Pcnet  cV:  Co.,  for  sup[)lying  a  l;irge  amount  of  arins 
from  France,     lie  also  made  separate  pro])ositions  to  several 
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of  the  colonies  for  powder,  arms  {iiul  ordnance,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  wliich  he  })ro{)o>cd  to  s\u\)  a  large  amount  of  tobacco 
and  other  produce  directly  to  France.  He  had  various  other 
speculations,  all  of  which  proved  visionary,  and  it  soon  aj)- 
peared  that  he  was  only  a  needy  adventurer  without  ca})ital 
or  ch.ii'iictei".  Jle  succeeded  in  procuring  advances,  whicli 
were  not  accounted  for,  and  \\v  may  be  justly  called  "  The 
C'onfidenc(^  Man  "  of  the  revolution.  After  the  war  he  became 
an  Indian  trader  and  acquii'cd  a  great  ascendency  among  th\3 
Mneidas.  A\'hen  these  people  were  holding  a  treaty  with  the 
state  in  17^)8  for  the  cession  of  their  lands,  it  was  found  expe- 
dient to  consult  with  him  and  to  ask  his  aid  in  promoting 
these  measures  ;  and  as  they  were  stipulating  the  reservations 
to  be  made  for  themselves  and  friends,  he  dreamed  "  that 
they  would  give  him  a  tract  of  land  that  he  should  locate  some- 
where north  of  Oneida  Lake.  liis  dream  was  fulfilled  in  the 
gift  of  ten  miles  scpiare,  which  bears  his  name,  but  before  the 
grant  was  perfected  he  tied  from  the  country  and  the  title 
passed  to  a  creditor  for  a  consideration  of  five  shillings. 

While  operating  u[)()n  the  credulity  of  these  simple 
people,  he  d(>vis(.'(l  a  i»lan  c)f  government  for  the  Oneidas,  that 
was  to  lead  them  to  that  perfection  to  which  few  civilized 
connnunities  attain.  The  national  affairs  were  to  be  managed 
by  a  (irand  Council;  all  ditfercnces  were  to  be  settled  by 
persons  eminently  wise  and  just  ;  a  tract  of  land  was  to  be 
rented,  and  the  revenues  were  to  pay  all  ])ublic  charges,  of 
whatever  amount  ;  no  lands  were  ever  to  be  alienated,  and  no 
cause  of  complaint  was  ever  to  arise.  J t  was  resolved,  as  the 
highest  incentive  to  virtue.  "  that  as  soon  as  convenient 
material  ean  be  procured,  eighteen  [)roper  nnirks  of  distinction 
shall  be  given  :  three  reproenting  the  tribe  of  the  Hear;  three 
the  ti'ihe  of  the  Wolf:  and   three  the  tribe  ot'  the  Tortoise. 
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The  marks  of  the  chiefs  of  war  was  a  green  rihhou  striped  on  the 
side  with  red,  to  he  worn  on  the  left  side  Nine  marks  of  dis- 
tinction for  the  chiefs  of  the  coiicillors,  with  the  mark  of  an 
Eagle  on  a  red  rihhon,  to  go  round  the  neck  and  hang  be- 
tween the  breasts.  Be  it  remembered  that  those  chiefs,  whether 
warriors  or  councillors,  who  wear  this  badge,  must  be  men  of 
truth,  honor  and  wisdom  to  discharge  the  great  trust  of  na- 
tional business  now  put  in  their  hands,  and  whether  at  home 
or  abroad,  when  these  marks  are  seen,  it  will  be  reinemben^d 
that  they  are  this  great  council  and  great  respect  will  at  all 
times  be  shown  them.  " 

This  scheme  of  government,  comprising:  twenty  articles, 
contemplated  the  appointment  of  Peter  Penet,  their  "  true  and 
trusted  friend,  adopted  and  chosen  agent  forever,  "  as  their 
principal  executive  agent,  and  being  duly  signed  by  marks 
(not  one  being  able  to  read,)  this  state  paper  was  [)ublished 
with  great  formality  in  the  Albany  newspapers.  It  is  needless 
to  add  that  it  had  not  so  much  as  a  beginning  of  actual  real- 
ization. 

Some  time  after  Penet  had  absconded,  he  made  his 
appearance  in  San  Domingo  ;  at  the  time  of  the  negro  insur- 
rection there,  he  invited  his  countrymen  to  buy  lands  on  his 
estates  in  Northern  New  York.  He  exhibited  a  map  with 
fortified  cities,  on  the  north  shore  of  Oneida  Lake,  and  by 
false  representations,  inducrnl  some  to  purchase  lands.  One  of 
these  unfortunates,  upon  arriving  in  New  York,  and  learning 
how  cruelly  he  had  been  deceived,  was  unable  to  bear  u})  under 
the  affliction,  and  died  by  his  own  hand.  It  is  from  Penet 
that  this  place  on  the  St.  Lawrence  derived  the  name  of 
"  P^rench  Creek." 

The  successors  to  his  title  selected  the  mile-square  nearest 
the  river,  as  the  site  for  a  town,  and  caused  it  to  be  surveyed 
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into  ten-acre  squares,  except  tlie  quarter  of  a  mile  directly  upon 
the  river,  in  which  each  of  these  lots  were  further  sub-divided 
into  four.  It  was  afterwards  laid  out  as  the  village  of  "Cor- 
nelia," (named  from  ^ladame  Juhel,)  but  since  the  organization 
of  the  town  of  Clayton,  in  1833,  it  has  borne  this  name. 

In  early  times  "  French  Creek  "  was  a  noted  point  for 
smuggling  ;  and  especially  in  the  embargo  of  1807-8,  when 
almost  all  of  the  region  north  of  Black  River  was  a  forest,  it 
became  a  principal  point  for  importing  goods,  and  for  sending 
potash  out  of  the  country.  It  was  found  impossible  to  guard 
this  frontier  so  as  to  prevent  crossing  with  teams  on  the  ice  in 
winter,  or  by  boats  in  summer,  and  the  most  that  the  author- 
ities attempted,  was  to  guard  the  roads  in  the  interior,  and 
intercept  such  contniband  goods  as  they  could  discover. 


A  STEAMER  BURNED. 

The  most  disastrous  accident  that  ever  occurred  on  Lake 
Ontario  happened  near  the  Ducks,  small  islands  near  the 
Canadian  shore,  about  forty  miles  from  Kingston,  on  the 
morning  of  April  30,  l(Sr)3.  The  upper  cabin  steamer  Ocean 
Wave,  built  in  Moiitreal,  in  18.")!,  and  owned  by  the  Northern 
Railroad,  being  then  on  her  way  down  from  Hamilton  to 
Ogdensburgh,  took  fire  between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  burned.  The  hre  took  near  the  engine, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  faulty  construc- 
tion of  the  boat,  which  had  l)een  on  fire  on  one  or  two  previous 
occasions.  When  the  flames  werediscoved  they  were  making 
sucli  rapid  progress,  from  the  boat  In'ing  newly  painted,  that 
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the  small  boats  could  not  be  ^ot  out,  and  in  less  than  five 
minutes  it  was  envcdoped  in  flames.  The  terrific  scene  that 
ensued  defies  description,  the  miserable  victims  having  but  a 
moment's  time  for  deciding-  by  which  mode  of  dc^ath  they 
should  perish.  The  light  attracted  the  schooners  Georgiana 
and  f^mblem,  who,  with  some  fishing  boats  from  the  shore, 
saved  twenty-one  persons  out  of  forty-four,  the  number  of  the 
crew  and  passengers.  The  steamer  Scotland  came  up  near  the 
wreck  about  sunrise,  and  ijassed  without  rendering  assistance. 
According  to  the  afiidavit  of  the  captain  and  crew,  there  was 
no  one  floating  around  the  place  at  this  time. 


THE  FIRST  EXECUTION. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1828,  the  public  was  aroused  by  the 
report  of  a  murder  committed  in  the  Perch  River  settlement 
by  Henry  Evans,  upon  Joshua  Rogers  and  Henry  Diamond, 
in  an  affair  growing  out  of  an  attempt  to  forcibly  eject  Evans 
without  legal  formality  from  premises  leased  l)y  a  brother  of 
Rogers.  A  family  quarrel  had  for  some  days  existed  in  the 
Rogers  family,  in  which  I^vans  had  taken  a  }>art,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  murder  t\\(  parties  had  been  drinking  and  were 
unusually  (piarrelsome.  F]vans  had  shut  himself  up  in  the 
house,  which  was  forcibly  enteriMl.  with  threats  and  abusive 
language,  upon  which  he  sci/.eil  an  ax  and  mortally  wounded 
two,  and  badly  wounded  a  third,  who  recovered.  He  was  im- 
mediately arrested  and  at  the  Jime  term  of  the  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  in  1S2S.  was  trieil.  the  court  consisting  of  Nathan 
Williams,  circuit  judge,  Egbert  Ten  I\vek,  lii'st  judge,  Joseph 
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Hawkins,  jiul^e,  I\oi)ert  Lansin^^  district  attorney,  II.  II. 
Sherwood,  clerk,  II.  II.  Cotfeen,  sheriff.  The  district  attor- 
ney was  assisted  by  Mr.  Chirke,  and  the  prisoner  was  defended 
by  Messrs.  Sterling,  Bronson  and  Rathbone.  The  vicious 
temper  and  abandoned  character  of  tlie  prisoner,  who,  whether 
drunk  or  sober,  had  been  the  terror  of  his  neighborhood,  out- 
weighed the  extenuating  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the 
jury,  after  half  an  hour's  deliberation,  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  liung  August  22d,  and  he 
was  executed  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  crowd  who  had 
assembled  to  witness  the  barbarous  spectacle  from  this  and 
adjoining  counties.  The  gallows  was  placed  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  nearly  opposite  the  court  house,  and  thither 
he  was  escorted  by  a  fife  and  drum  corps.  The  body  w^as 
taken  by  his  friends  to  Brownville  and  a  grave  dug  in  the 
cemetery,  when  objections  were  raised  and  one  person  swore 
that  he  should  not  be  buried  there.  Another  place  was  then 
got,  but  the  rock  was  reached  in  two  feet.  A  grave  was  next 
dug  just  outside  of  the  corporate  limits,  when  as  he  w^as  about 
to  be  lowered,  objections  were  again  raised  and  one  or  two 
women  were  seized  with  hysteric  fits  because  the  locality  was 
in  sight.  The  corpse  was  finally  taken  back  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  village  and  buried  by  night.  The  lamentable 
prevalence  of  superstition  thus  evinced,  has  its  equal  only  in 
the  popular  belief  in  vam])ires,  which  on  more  thnn  one  occa- 
sion, has  disgraced  the  annals  of  this  and  neighboring  coun- 
ties. 


FKEXCn    BON  VIVANTS. 

Until  about  ISIG,  the  settlements  along  the  river  were 
limited  to  a  few  points,  but  about  this  time  the  country  around 
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begtiu  to  be  taken  u[) ;  new  ro;i(l8  were  oj)ene(l  in  every 
direction,  and  for  a  short  time,  the  eountry  advanced  rapidly 
in  popuhition  and  ini[)rovcnients,  which  continned  till  the 
completion  of  the  Erie  Canal.  At  Cape  Vincent,  several 
educated  and  accomplished  French  families  located  ;  among 
whom,  in  1818,  was  Peter  Francis  Real,  known  in  European 
history  as  Count  Real,  tlie  chief  of  [lolice  under  Napo- 
leon. The  change  of  political  [)rospects  in  France, 
in  a  few  years,  recalled  many  celebrated  exiles  who 
had  adhered  to  the  fortunes  of  Xa})oleon,  and  fled  from 
the  disasters  which  overtook  that  <ly nasty,  among  whom  were 
Count  Real,  and  others  who  had  made  this  country  their 
home.  At  about  the  same  time,  Mr.  F.  R.  Hasler,  the  eminent 
philosopher  and  engineer,  having  become  interested  in  real 
estate  in  the  place,  w^ent  there  to  reside  with  his  family,  and 
planned  the  establishment  of  a  normal  school,  which  he  never 
perfected.  The  village  was  a  favorite  resort  with  Mr.  Le  Ray, 
and  he  was  often  accompanied  by  eminent  foreigners,  who 
never  visited  the  country  without  becoming  his  guests,  and 
sharing  that  retined  hospitality  which  he  knew  so  well  how  to 
bestow.  The  first  visit  of  Le  Ray  to  tiiis  place  was  in  1803, 
and  was  attended  with  the  following  incident : 

He  was  accomp:inied  by  Gouverneur  Morris,  and  ^  after 
visiting  Brownville,  they  took  an  open  boat  to  continue  their 
journey,  as  Mr.  Morris  had  a  wooden  leg,  and  could  not  con- 
veniently travel  in  the  woods  by  the  rude  means  of  communi- 
cation which  the  country  tht'U  afforded,  and  he  was  moreover 
very  partial  to  sailing,  and  claimed  to  be  especially  skillful  in 
managing  water  craft.  On  passing  Cherry  Lsland,  Mr.  Morris 
observed  that  there  must  be  fine  fishing  there,  and  as  he  had 
with  him  his  French  cook,  and  culinary  apparatus,  he 
declared  he  would  servy  his  friend  a  better  fish  dinner  than  he 
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had  ever  tasted.  Mr.  Le  Ray  objected  that  it  was  getting  late 
and  cloudy,  ami  they  had  a  great  ways  to  run  before  reaching 
Putnam's,  the  first  settlement  on  the  shore.  Nothing  would 
do;  Mr.  Morris  was  as  fond  of  good  cheer  as  of  siiiling,  and 
they  stopped.  They  had  good  fishing,  and  a  capital  diiuu'r  ; 
but  it  was  late  before  they  set  sail  again,  and  dark  before  they 
reached  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  they  were  obliged  to  sto})  at 
Gravelly  Point,  two  miles  above  Putnam's,  where  they  pitched 
their  tent  and  went  to  hvd,  for  they  had  all  the  necessary 
implements.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  fire  built  before 
the  tent  set  it  in  flames  ;  Mr.  Morris,  thus  unseasonably  (hs- 
turbed,  felt  all  around  for  his  wooden  leg,  but  was  obliged  to 
flee  without  it.  The  exposure  to  wind  and  rain  produced  in 
Mr.  Le  Ray  a  very  violent  illness  and  he  with  ditliculty 
returned  to  Brownville.  Dr.  Ivlrkpatrick  was  procured  from 
Rome,  and  he  was  long  confined  with  a  dangerous  fever. 


BURIED   THEIR  RATIONS. 

There  were  not  wanting  incidents  of  a  ludicrous  kind, 
which  enlivened  the  monotony  of  the  camp,  and  showed  the 
lights,  as  well  as  the  shades  of  the  soldier's  life;  Abuses  will 
sometimes  work  their  own  reform,  as  was  illustrated  in  an 
amusing  instance  at  Sackets  ILirbor  during  the  war.  A  me.^^s 
of  militia  soldiers  had  receiviMl,  for  their  rations,  a  hog's  head, 
an  article  of  diet  not  ahogether  available,  or  susceptible  of  fair 
and  equal  division  among  them.  They  accordingly,  u{)on 
representation  of  the  faets,  procured  at  other  nn^s.^es  in  the 
cantonment,  a  contribution  in  kind,  to  supply  their  wants  for 
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the  coming  week,  and  after  the  morning  review,  having 
placed  upon  a  hier,  horne  on  the  shoulders  of  four  men,  their 
ration  of  pork,  they  marched  through  the  village  with  muffled 
drum,  and  notes  of  the  death  march,  to  the  cemetery,  where 
it  was  solemnly  buried  with  military  honors.  On  the  next 
occ^ision,  they  received  from  the  commissary  store  a  supply  of 
edible  meat,  and  the  occasion  for  a  similar  parade  did  not 
afterwards  occur. 


SEIZURE  OF   A  CANNON. 

The  irritation  which  the  events  of  the  Patriot  War"  oc- 
cassioned,  did  not  at  once  subside,  and  several  of  the  American 
Steamers,  especially  the  United  States,  were  regarded  with 
aversion  on  the  Canada  side  for  some  time.  As  this  Steamer 
was  leaving  Ogdensburg  on  the  evening  of  April  14,  1839, 
with  a  large  number  of  passengers  on  board,  from  six  to  ten 
rounds  of  musket  shot  were  tinnl  from  the  wharf  at  Prescott, 
upon  which  an  angry  crowd  had  assembled,  and  the  same 
evening  she  was  fn-ed  upon  from  tlie  wharf  at  Brockville.  A 
subse(juent  incpiiry  failed  to  tix  upon  any  {)articular  one  as 
the  culprits.  On  the  ITtli  of  May,  ls:'.9.  the  Schooner  G.  S. 
Wec'ks,  stop})ed  at  l>ro('kville  to  discharge  some  mercliandise, 
and  the  usual  papers  wtMv  s(Mit  to  the  Custom  House.  Per- 
mission to  unload  was  gr.iiitrd,  wh<'n  it  was  noticed  that  an 
iron  six-pounder  was  lying  upon  derk,  belonging  to  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  consigned  to  Captain  A.  B.  James,  at  Og- 
densburg, being  sent  to  replace  one  that  had  been  seized  by  the 
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Patriots  "  in  the  affair  at  the  Windmill  in  the  preceding 
year. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  seize  this  gun,  which  was  resisted 
by  the  crew,  when  the  Collector  came  up  and  took  possession 
of  the  vessel,  under  the  pretext  of  some  irregularity  in  her 
papers.  The  gun  was  taken  out,  paraded  through  the  streets, 
and  fired  several  times  by  the  mob  in  triumph.  Word  was  sent 
to  Colonel  Worth  at  Jackets  Harbor,  who  at  once  repaired  to 
the  scene  of  disturbance,  and  a  few  hours  after,  a  steamer  with 
British  Regulars  arrived  from  Kingston.  By  the  united  efforts 
of  the  military  officers  and  of  the  civil  magistrates,  the  gun 
was  finally  surrendered  by  the  mob  without  a  collision,  which 
for  a  time  seemed  imminent  and  inevitable,  and  some  of  the 
ring-leaders  were  arrested  and  lodged  in  the  guard-house. 
These  disturbances  brought  Governor  Arthur  to  Brockville, 
and  an  effort  was  made  to  justify  these  proceedings,  by  those 
who  had  participated  in  them.  It  is  due  to  the  Canadian  Press 
and  to  the  more  considerate  portion  of  the  inhabitants  to 
notice,  that  they  very  generally  denounced  this  seizure  as  un- 
justified. The  Collector  was  removed  from  office,  and  the 
irritation  gradually  wore  away. 


CHILI)    LOST    IX   THE  WOODS. 

Tlie  following  sketch  was  written  by  Mr.  I);ivid  McM-ritt, 
one  of  the  lOii^lish  laniiH(\"^,  who  located  at  Sackets  Harbor  in 
February.  ISO.");  thi>  occasion  was  the  loss  of  a  child  in  the 
woods. 

The  parents  of  the  child  had  recently  settled  in  the  woods, 
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half  a  mile  from  any  other  dwelling.  It  was  of  a  Lord's  day 
evening,  about  sunset ;  the  father  set  out  to  visit  his  nearest 
neighbor,  and,  unobserved  by  him,  his  son,  a  child  of  four 
years,  followed  him. 

The  father  tarried  an  hour  or  two,  and  returned,  not  hav- 
ing seen  the  little  wanderer.  The  mother  anxiously  enquired 
for  her  child,  sup[)osing  her  husband  had  taken  him  with 
him  ;  their  anxiety  was  great,  and  immediate  though  fruitless 
search  was  made  for  the  fugitive.  Several  of  the  nearest 
neighbors  were  alarmed,  and  the  night  was  spent  to  no  pur- 
pose in  searching  for  the  child.  On  Monday  a  more  extensive 
search  was  made  by  increased  numbers,  but  in  vain  ;  and  the 
distressed  parents  were  almost  frantic  with  grief  and  fearful 
apprehensions  for  the  child's  safety. 

Another  afflictive  and  sleepless  night  passed  away,  and 
the  second  morning  beamed  upon  the  disconsolate  family,  the 
child  not  found,  and  by  this  time  (Tuesday,)  reports  were  in 
circulation  of  a  panther's  having  been  seen  recently  in  the 
woods  by  some  one.  This  circumstance  gave  a  pungency  to 
the  grief  and  feelings  of  every  sN'mpathetic  heart  unknown 
before  ;  and  the  timid  and  credulous  were  ready  to  abandon 
any  further  efforts  to  recover  the  child,  and  give  the  distressed 
parents  u\)  to  dispair. 

It  was  however  concluded  to  alarm  a  still  more  extensive 
circle,  and  engage  fresh  volunteers  in  a  work  that  must  inter- 
est and  arouse  even  tlu^  unfeeling  on  common  occasions.  A 
messenger  was  dispatched  to  Sackets  Harbor,  a  distance  of  six 
miles  ;  it  was  in  itself  an  irresistible  appeal  to  every  feeling- 
heart.    To  feel,  was  to  act. 

Messrs.  Lull",  Ashby,  Merritt,  and  others  immediately 
mounted  their  hoi'scs.  and  repaired  to  the  scene  of  ])ainful 
anxiety;  tliis  was  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of 
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Tuesday.  When  they  arrived  at  the  spot,  the  number  present, 
that  had  coHected  from  all  quarters,  was  about  five  hundn^d 
men.  A  small  number  was  immediately  chosen  as  a  commit- 
tee to  direct  the  best  method  of  search,  and  they  were  formed 
in  a  line,  extending  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  house,  a  mile 
each  way.  They  were  [)laced  so  far  a  part  as  to  bring  every  foot 
of  ground  they  [)assed  in  their  search  under  their  ob- 
servation ;  and  when  they  had  marched  such  a  given  distance 
from  the  house,  the  left  or  right  wing  were  to  wheel  in  such  a 
way,  as  would,  by  i)ursuing  the  same  plan,  have  effectually* 
searched  every  s[)ot  within  several  miles  of  the  house  before 
evening.  The  order  of  the  day  was  that  no  person  should 
fire  M  gun,  sound  a  hoi  n,  halloo,  or  make  any  needless  noise, 
whatever  ;  but  with  vigilance,  and  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  dis- 
tressed parents,  use  every  effort  to  recover  the  child.  If  the 
cldld  was  found  alive,  every  person,  that  had  a  gun,  was  to 
fire,  and  every  one  that  had  a  horn  to  sound  it  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  the  child  was  found  dead,  one  gun  only  should  be 
tirrd,  as  a  signal  to  the  remote  line  to  cease  searching. 

In  this  way,  in  silence,  they  had  marched  about  two 
miles,  when  a  distant  gun  sounded  ;  it  was  an  anxious 
moment.-  "Is  the  child  alive?"  was  a  thought  that  ran 
through  every  mind  :  a  moment  more  and  the  hope  was  con- 
firmed, for  the  air  and  forests  rang  with  guns  and  horns  of 
every  dej^cription. 

The  lines  were  immediately  broken  up,  and  each  ran, 
anxious  to  see  the  little  lost  sheep.  The  dear  little  fellow  was 
presented  to  his  now  overjoyed  parents;  a  scene  that  overcame 
all  present. 

When  the  little  boy  was  found,  he  was  sitting  on  a  small 
mossy  hillock,  in  the  middle  of  a  swamp,  surrounded  by 
shallow  watrr.    When  the  man,  who  first  approached  him, 
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extended  his  arin.s  and  stopped  to  take  him  up,  he  shrank 
from  hini,  ai)peared  frightened,  and  showed  a  disposition  [o 
get  from  him.  But  he  was  mueh  exhausted,  and  seized  eagerly 
an  apj)le  that  was  held  to  him.  Had  he  not  been  rescued 
from  his  situation,  he  probably  would  have  died  at  that  spot. 


FIRST  LIFE    SAVING  STATION. 

The  lake  shore  in  Ellisburgh  has  been  the  scene  of  many 
wrecks  since  the  country  was  settled,  the  first  within  the  mem- 
ory of  those  living  forty  years  ago  having  occurred  in  the  fall 
of  1800,  when  a  small  schooner  from  Mexico  to  Gananoque, 
Captain  Gammon,  master,  was  lost  off  Little  Stony  Creek,  and 
all  on  board  perished.  A  boat  of  eight  men  sent  in  search  of 
the  vessel  was  also  swamped  and  all  hands  were  drowned. 

About  1807  a  family  was  located  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Wright  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  Civek  to  afford  aid  to  the  ship- 
wrecked, and  for  nearly  fifty  years  this  lonely  dwelling  had 
sheltered  many  a  suffering  sailor  who  might  otherwise  have 
perished. 


A  RARE  BOUNTY. 

The  anecdote  is  relate<l  that  a  magistrate  in  Champion, 
having  had  an  altercation  with  a  leading  citizen  in  Bowvillo, 
heard  that  his  opponent  hud  offered  a  bounty  of  $•")  for  his 
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heiul.  Feeling  soiiiowliat  iiiK'asy  under  this,  he  resolved  to 
ascertain  its  truth,  and  made  the  journey  on  foot  on  j)urpose 
to  demand  satisfaction  or  a  withdrawal  of  the  offensive  reward. 
Upon  Teaching  the  place  he  found  the  person  of  whom  he  was 
in  search  in  comj)any  with  several  others,  and  not  wishinu  to 
make  th(.>ir  ([Uarrels  a  subject  of  publicity,  he  re^piested  a  [>ri- 
vate  interview.  This  was  promptly  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  nothing  between  them  that  required  secresy, 
and  he  was  told  that  if  he  had  anything  to  say  he  might  say 
it  where  he  was.  He  then  commenced  by  repeating  the  story 
he  had  heard  and  demanded  whether  it  was  true.  His  enemy 
denied  at  once  the  charge,  calling  his  neighbors  to  witness 
whether  they  had  ever  known  him  guilty  of  the  folly  as  the 
offering  of  such  a  sum,  but  admitted  that  he  might  have  bid 
twenty  shillings  and  was  very  sure  he  had  never  gone  higher. 
Finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  this  bounty  taken  olf  he 
returned  home.  We  are  not  informed  of  the  result  or  whether 
the  reward  was  sufficient  to  tempt  the  cu})idity  of  his  neigh- 
bors. 


M I  r  J  T  A  K  Y    K  X  K  C  V  T I  ( )  N  S . 

At  Sackets  Jlarlxu-  about  a  dozen  military  executions 
were  performed  during  the  war,  for  ri'i)eat(^d  desertion,  with 
the  view  of  striking  terror  into  ihv  minds  of  the  disatfccted, 
but  with  the  ellect  of  increasing  the  evil.  These*  cases  were 
many  of  them  young  men  from  New  Fngland,  of  ri'sjicctable 
families,  who  in  the  heat  of  political  excitement  had  enlisted 
in  the  army,  and  who  tbund   themselves  the  victims  ol  the 
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wanton  bai-bary  of  officers,  exposed  to  the  severest  hardships 
of  the  camp,  and  often  illy  clad,  and  worse  fed,  sometimes 
without  shelter,  and  always  without  sympathy.  Was  it  un- 
natural that  under  these-  circumstances  the  memories  of  home, 
with  all  its  comforts,  and  the  thoui^hts  of  mothers,  sisters, 
wives,  and  children,  and  the  thousand  associations  that 
cluster  around  the  domestic  fireside,  should  come  freshly  to 
mind  with  a  force  that  was  irresistible?  Several  of  these  cases 
excited  much  sympathy,  among  which  was  that  of  a  boy  ot 
sixteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been  bribed  with  a  gold  watch, 
to  open  a  prison  door  at  Greenbush,  and  who  was  here  arrested 
and  convicted.  Many  ollicers  and  citizens  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  obtain  reprieve,  which  were  enforced  by  the  appeals 
of  a  mother,  but  without  etl'ect ;  the  agonized  parent  followed 
her  child  to  the  gallows,  and  the  sympathizing  tears  of  the 
spectators  bespoke  the  feeling  which  this  rigid  exercise  of  the 
iron  rule  of  war  had  occasioned. 

To  the  condemned  opportunity  was  always  given  to 
make  remarks,  in  which  some  admitted  the  justice  of  their 
fate,  others  plead  the  entreaties  of  tlieir  comrades,  or  the  urgent 
necessities  of  home ;  and  others,  while  they  acknowledged 
their  crime,  supplicated  mercy  with  all  the  elo(iuence  which 
the  occasion  could  command.  Others  treated  tlieir  fate  with 
indifference,  or  openly  preferred  it  to  a  life  under  the  circum- 
stances. On  one  occasion,  the  convict  on  a])proaching  the 
scaffold,  scrutinized  its  construction  with  the  eye  of  a  carj)en- 
ter,  leaped  upon  the  platform,  pushed  off  the  hangnnni,  and 
jumped  off  himself ;  but  a  reprieve  arrived  the  instant  after, 
and  he  was  i-estored.  The  })lace  of  execution  was  genei'ally  in 
the  rear  of  the  village.  wh(>re  the  graves  were  dug,  and  the 
convicts  were  marclunl  to  the  spot,  surrounded  by  a  guard,  and 
after  kneeling  by  their  cothns,  were  dispatched  by  the  shots  of 
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of  several  nul^^kots,  a  part  of  wliich  only  were  loaded  with  ball. 
There  were  commonh'  eight  men  detailed  for  this  purpose. 
The  brutality  of  officers  was  in  some  instances  excessive;  the 
most  extreme  cor{)oral  punishment  being  inflicted  from  the 
slightest  causes,  or  from  mere  caprice  ;  and  such  was  some- 
times the  bitterness  of  men  towards  officers,  that  in  one  case  it 
is  said  a  captain  durst  not  lead  his  company  in  an  action,  for 
fear  of  being  shot  by  his  own  men. 


THEY  CELEBRATED. 

The  first  celebration  of  our  national  independence,  in  all 
this  region  of  country,  was  held  at  Chaumont  in  1802.  The 
number  in  attendance  was  certainly  more  than  a  hundred 
persons.  From  Champion  and  Hounsfield,  Watertown  and 
Brown ville,  Sackets  Harbor  and  Cape  Vincent,  and  other 
points  of  settlement,  the  forefathers  and  foremothers  came  to 
do  homage  to  the  old  Hag  and  the  land  of  the  brave.  Several 
were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  Food  and  drink  were  plenty. 
Indians  and  s(|uaws  must  also  have  joined  the  festivities. 
Rum  and  maple  sugar,  shooting  at  a  mark  and  wrestling, 
stories  and  songs,  and  fife  and  drum,  could  hardly  have  been 
wanting  on  this  occasion,  although  there  is  no  published  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  to  guide  in  making  out  the  history  of 
that  Fourth  of  July. 


BLOCK  HOUSE  SCHO(  )LlIOrSE. 

C^onsiderablc  alarm  was  Mi  at  Chaumont  in  1812  lest  the 
Iiritish  should  come,,  pillage  their  homes   and  burn  them  ; 
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nor  did  tlioy  know  hut  hostile  Indians  nii<j;ht  take  advantage 
of  the  war  to  {)ounce  upon  tlieni  and  carry  oil'  their  scalps. 
General  Brown  therefore  advised  the  huilding  of  a  hlock- 
house  for  defense,  and  this  was  erected  the  same  year,  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  hay.  Not  long  after,  a  s({uad  of  English 
soldiers  visited  the  })lace,  and  promised  not  to  destroy  any 
property  if  the  inhabitants  would  take  down  the  blockhouse. 
This  was  done,  and  the  material  afterwards  rafted  to  Point 
Salubrious  and  used  in  the  erection  of  a  building  for  school 
and  religious  purposes,  but  long  since  demolished.  The 
artillery  of  this  "  fort  consisted  of  an  iron  gun  which 
Jonas  Smith  had  purchased  some  time  before  for  two 
gallons  of  rum.  It  was  found  on  the  isthmus  of  Point  Pen- 
insula. Afterwards  this  gun  was  taken  to  Sackets  Harbor 
and  form  thence  to  Ogdensburg,  where  it  was  captured  by  the 
enemy. 


A  Past  Industry. 


Tlic  fi.sheries  of  Chauiiiont  l^ay  afforded  from  an  early 
period  a  leading  i)ursuit  for  many  persons  living  in  tiie  vicin- 
ity and  have  been  prodnetive  of  much  benefit  to  the  locality 
and  the  public  generally.  The  earliest  enactment  relating  to 
this  branch  ot  industry  connnences  with  tlie  century.  It  having 
been  represented  that  })eople  from  Canada  and  other  places 
were  doing  injustice  to  the  fisheries  at  the  east  end  of  Lake 
Ontario  by  obstructing  the  rivers  and  streams  by  seines,  a  law 
was  passed  >hirch  2Sth.  INOO,  prohibiting  tlie  placing  of  ob- 
structions to  the  passage  of  lish  under  a  penalty  of  §"25.  This 
was  probably  from  representations  of  citizens  in  EUisburgh  as 
Lyme  was  then  without  inhabitants. 

In  1808  fishing  with  scoop  nets,  called  here  scafF  nets  be- 
gun, wrote  l>r.  Hough  in  18.");>,  and  has  been  more  or  less 
constantly  practiced  since.  This  net  is  about  12  feet  square, 
stretched  by  two  long  bows  crossing  each  other  and  let  down 
horizontally  into  the  water,  being  balanced  on  a  long  pole 
poised  on  a  post  on  the  banks.  AVhen  lish  pass  over  it  the 
net  is  su<khMdy  raised  and  swung  round  on  the  bank.  Some- 
times oOO  tish  or  more  are  thus  caught  in  a  night.  [White- 
ns 
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fish  and  salmon  trout  were  taken  in  great  quantities  hy  tin's 
crude  method  on  Point  Salubrious.]  Seines  were  soon  nt'tcr 
introduced,  the  first  one  being  brought  from  the  Hudson  V)y 
Daniel  Tremper.  These  seines  are  from  10  to  100  rods  loi]g, 
from  20  to  100  feet  broad,  wider  in  the  middle  and  narrower 
at  the  ends,  where  they  are  attached  to  rods  called  jack  stakes. 
To  the  cords  along  one  side  are  attached  floats  and  to  the 
other  leaden  sinkers  and  to  each  staff  is  fixed  a  long  rope. 
When  used  the  seine  is  taken  out  in  a  boat  one  rope  being 
left  on  shore,  and  when  a  few  rods  out  it  is  allowed  to  run  off 
in  a  wide  circuit  until  it  is  all  off,  when  the  other  line  is  taken 
ashore  and  both  ends  are  drawn  in  by  windlasses  erected  for 
the  purpose  and  turned  bv  hand,  or  more  recently  sometimes 
by  horse  power.  The  meshes  of  the  net  which  are  from  one 
to  one  and  one-half  inches  square,  allow  the  smaller  fish  to 
escape,  while  the  larger  ones  are  scooped  out  when  the  seine 
is  drawn  into  shallow  water.  From  one  to  three  hours  are  oc- 
cupied in  drawing  the  seine  and  the  product  of  a  haul  varies 
from  nothing  to  75  barrels,  the  average  being  six  or  seven. 

These  seine  fisheries  are  mostly  around  Point  Salubrious 
but  other  places  inside  of  the  bay  are  found  eligible  to  a  less 
extent.  They  are  considered  the  property  of  those  who  own 
the  adjacent  lands  and  the  seines  are  owned  and  labor  done 
by  the  resident  farmers  assisted  by  laborers  who  come  in  from 
adjacent  towns  for  the  purpose.  The  principal  fisli  caught  for 
market  are  lake  herring,  locally  known  as  ciscoes,  and  white- 
fish,  and  the  season  for  taking  them  usually  begins  al)Out  the 
first  of  November  and  continued  three  or  four  weeks.  This  is 
the  spawning  season  for  these  fish  and  the  shores  are  then 
lined  with  immense  quantities  of  their  ova.  Seines  are  drawn 
by  preference  in  the  evening  or  night. 

No  positive  data  can  be  obtained  showing  the  average  or 
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aggregate  quantity  taken,  but  the  opinion  of  those  most  ac- 
quainted with  the  business  is  that  since  181G  about  10,000 
barrels  ol'herrnig  and  white  fish  have  been  caught  annually. 
Seasons  vary  in  the  abundance  of  fish  ;  it  is  observed  that  the 
best  yields  occur  in  high  water.  Of  late  years  the  yield  is 
Kss  than  formerly,  w  hich  is  attributed  to  the  use  of  gill  nets 
and  the  mixture  of  saw  dust  and  other  matters  in  the  water. 

Gill  nets  have  been  introduced  since  1845,  are  from  five 
to  eight  feet,  (about  fifty  meshes)  wide,  from  ten  to  fifteen  rods 
long,  uniform  in  widtii  and  furnished  with  stav(^s  at  the  ends. 
These  are  })rovided  with  sinkers  on  the  lower  and  floats  on  the 
upper  side  and  connected  together  form  lines  several  hundred 
rods  long.  When  in  use  they  lay  near  the  bottom  and  their 
places  are  indicated  by  buoys.  Once  daily  they  are  drawn  up 
and  the  fish  removed,  which  sometimes  amount  to  a  barrel  in 
ten  rods.  As  the  fish  become  entangled  by  their  gills,  respi- 
ration ceases,  and  they  are  almost  invariably  found  drowned, 
for  which  reason  they  are  justly  considered  inferior  for  food 
and  more  liable  to  spoil  when  put  up  for  sale.  These  nets  are 
generally  set  in  Noveml)er. 

A  small  business  was  done  early  in  spring,  in  fishing  for 
pike  in  seines,  gill  nets  and  by  spearing,  and  the  shores  and 
coves  of  Chaumont  Bay  have  long  been  the  favorite  resort  for 
the  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton,  who  at  most  seasons  find  an 
ample  and  inviting  i'lvld  for  tlu.'  use  of  the  trolling  line  and 
spear;  or  a  romantic  cruise  by  torchlight  and  inducements  to 
lounge  away  the  lazy  hours  of  dayligiit  with  reasonable  hopes 
of  a  nibble.  Pike,  pickcn^L  nniseallonge,  perch,  bass  and  sun- 
fish,  arc  caught  readily  by  the  iiook  and  the  former  in  all  sea- 
sons. The  seines  used  here  are  generally  made  on  the  spot  of 
linen  or  cotton  twine  and  cost  from  §100  to  SoOO. 

In  1817,  April  i5,  a  law  was  passed  requiring  all  tish  bar- 
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reled  for  sale  in  the  county  to  be  inspected  and  branded  and 
the  size  of  barrels  and  ([U mtity  of  salt  to  be  used  were  pre- 
scribed. In  1828,  April  13,  another  law  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject was  [)assed  ;  March  S,  I8o0,  an  additional  inspector  was 
appointed,  and  A[)ril  lo,  bS;)'),  the  inspection  of  fish  was  dis- 
continued. Calvin  Lincoln  was  a])pointe(l  ins[)ector  June  11, 
1817,  M.  Evans,  March  U),  1S18,  and  Benjamin  T.  Bliss  on 
Point  8alul)rious  afterwards.  The  early  laws  were  disregarded, 
but  the  bitter  strictly  enforced,  yet  the  restriction  was  always 
considered  odious  by  the  fishermen  who  sought  many  ways  of 
evasion  and  finally  procured  their  removaL 

By  far  the  most  successful  fishing  in  Chaumont  bay  has 
been  with  the  [)()und-net.  This  method  of  fishing  was  inti-o- 
dueed  in  the  s[)ring  of  I  S,")!)  f)y  llalph  II.  Rogers,  the  son  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  who  was  one  of  three  brothers  in  the 
Bunker  Hill  engagenuMit,  and  himself  a  veteran  of  the  war  of 
1812.  He  set  a  pound-net  otf  the  shore  of  Point  Peninsula, 
and  about  the  middle  of  October  another  was  set  by  0.  H. 
Kirtland,  Lucius  P.  Inghram,  and  T).  W.  Clark,  who  came  on 
from  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  for  the  ])urpose.  The  yields  were 
enormous  for  the  next  two  or  three  years,  and  it  was  sometimes 
impossible  to  care  for  the  fish  which  were  caught. 

The  average  size  of  the  pound-net  is  30  feets(|uare,  and  it 
is  usually  set  in  about  30  feet  of  water,  although  nets  to  tish  in 
40  feet  were  not  uiuisual.  This  is  securely  fastened  to  four 
stakes  driven  lirmly  into  the  bottom,  with  the  up[)er  ends  two 
or  three  feet  out  of  water.  I^'rom  this  [)ound  or  receive!-, 
towards  the  shore,  is  a  large  heart-shaped  net,  with  the  apex 
terminating  in  the  pound.  f^'om  the  base  of  the  heart  a 
leader  is  run  hack  to  the  shore,  and  fastened  to  stakes  a  hun- 
dred feet  ajKirt;  tlir  aveiage  length  of  the  leader  is  thirteen 
hundred  feet,  and  the  stakes,  as  in  the  other  instance,  are  firmly 
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driven  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  The  fish  meet  this  long  line 
of  netting,  follow  it  down  into  the  heart,  and  work  towards  the 
apex,  because  of  its  peculiar  shape.  At  the  apex  is  a  large  fun- 
nel, with  a  large  passage  out  of  the  heart,  and  a  smaller  one  at 
the  outer  end,  which  terminates  in  the  pound  or  receiver.  After 
the  fish  have  once  passed  through  the  funnel  into  the  large 
square  pound — reaching  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bay, — the  chances  of  escape  are  very  small. 
From  a  net  of  this  kind  a  hundred  barrels  of  fish  have  been 
taken  at  one  time.  They  are  now  little  used  except  for  taking 
spawn  for  the  state  hatcheries. 
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Three  Links. 

Over  the  signature  of  "  A  Link  in  the  Chain,"  Mr.  Solon 
Massey  of  Watertown,  contributed  many  entertaining  anec- 
dotes of  tlie  earlier  settlers  which  were  published  in  the 
Jefferson ian,  lS51-r)2.  The  three  following  are  selected  for 
this  volume  : 

LOST   IX   THE  WOODS. 

To  any  person  who  realizes  what  a  dense  howling  wilder- 
ness this  counti'y  was  at  the  time  of  its  iirst  occu})ation  by  our 
fathers,  it  will  not  be  <urj)rising  tliat  there  W(M"e  instances 
rather  fretpient,  of  persons  being  lost  in  the  woods. 

The  natural  divisions  of  hill  and  dale,  or  upland  and  low- 
land, in  this  comparative  level  country,  afforded  but  few 
landmarks  to  the  unlucky  wight  who  ha})pened  to  get  at  fault 
in  his  reckonings,  and  even  tliose  who  wer(>  best  ac(piainti'd 
with  the  natural  scenery  of  llie  trackless  forest,  immediately 
suri'ounding  oui'  settlement.  wei"e  sometimes  compelhMl  to  ex- 
perience the  startling  reality  of  being  lost  in  the  woods  ;  which 
was  indicated  by  finding  tin  nisei  v(^<  following  a  circle — coming 
rountl  and  round  and  i'onn<l  again,  to  the  same  starting  [)r)int, 
in  spite  of  all  their  efiorls  to  follow  out  a  continuous  straight 
course. 

This  liability  to  be  h>bt  wus  so  well  understood,  that 
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whenever  any  member  of  the  family  was  longer  away  in  the 
forest  than  was  expected,  the  alarn\  was  given,  and  a  rally 
niade  of  all  the  men  and  boys  in  the  different  settlements  in 
the  vicinity,  and  a  general  and  systematic  search  instituted 
with  preconcerted  signals. 

And  yet  even  the  liability  to  get  lost  did  not  deter  or  pre- 
vent frequent  intercourse  with  the  woods.  The  forest  was  the 
long  pasture"  where  the  cows  lived  in  sunnner,  and  where 
they  had  to  be  hunted  over  long  ranges  of  upland,  or  of  swale 
and  beaver  meadow,  as  their  fancy  or  necessity  led  them  to 
forage  for  themselves.  It  was  the  botanic  garden*^  where  a  long 
list  of  medicinal  plants  were  found,  which  were  relied  upon  as 
preventives  of  the  diseases  that  were  incident  to  our  new 
country,  or  as  a  sovereign  balm  for  every  wound  with  whicli 
we  might  be  afflicted  for  the  time  being.  It  was  the  place  for 
berrying  f<^r  a  great  variety  of  fruits  and  berries  in  their  season 
the  great  range  from  which  wc  huntcl  (,ut  our  natural-crook 
scythe  snaths,  (,ur  crotehed  tre.-s  for  ha rrows  and  ea rt  tongues, 
our  ax  halves,  ox  yoke  and  ox-bow  timber.  br(»oin  -ticks, 
etc.;  and  hnally.  it  was  the  great  hunting  gi-ound  for  a  varid  v 
of  wild  game,  with  which  to  ^^upply  our  tables  with  meat,  in 
the  absence  of  domestic  animal>  for  food.  Woods  was  the  rule, 
clearings  the  exception. 

One  incident  among  a  gicat  many  others,  connected  with 
being  lost  in  the  w.hmIs.  may  be  transcribe<l  froTU  the  earliest 
traditional  hi>tory  of  W'atertown,  and  which  is  something  as 
follows  : 

('a])t.  James  Parker  owned  and  occupie(l  a  lai-ge  bodv  of 
land  (now  a  farm;  on  the  lirownville  road,  at  proeiit  occupied 
in  ]>art  by  his  son  .lames.  He  had  a  lai-gi>  family  of  stuidv 
boys,  the  oldest  of  whom,  at  the  time  our  tradition  date<.  was 
fourteen  to  bixteen  yeard  of  a-c.    Tho  uid  geuliwiuan,  like 
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many  others  of  our  enterprising  settlers,  was  clearing  up  a 
large  farm,  and,  for  the  jnirpose  of  making  the  most  out  of  his 
ashes,  had  a  small  potash  works,  where  he  worked  them  into 
potash  or  black  salts. 

In  the  process  of  manufacture,  it  seems  he  wanted  some 
hemlock  gum,  and  at  the  same  time  wanted  some  groceries 
from  the  little  place  yclepted  a  store  here  in  the  village.  80 
handing  the  hero  of  our  story  a  silver  dollar,  he  bid  him  take 
his  ax  and  a  bag,  and  on  his  way  to  or  from  the  store  to  pro- 
cure some  gum.  With  this  errand  and  equipment  lie  started, 
after  dinner,  on  his  way  to  the  place  ;  he  proceeded  as  far  as 
the  foot  of  the  Folts  Hill  (11.  H.  Coffeen's  late  residence.) 
where,  stretching  away  to  the  south  was  an  abundance  of 
hemlock  timber,  and  intent  on  performing  the  hardest  and 
most  difficult  [)art  of  his  task  first,  and  not  wishing  to  risk 
losing  his  dollar,  he  struck  his  ax  into  a  large  tree  and  loosen- 
ing a  chip  he  carefully  deposited  the  coin  in  the  cavity 
between  the  loosened  chip  and  the  body  of  the  tree  for  safe 
keeping,  intending  to  come  back  to  that  starting  point  with 
his  ax  and  bag,  and  leave  them  there  in  their  turn,  while  he 
ran  up  to  the  store  and  back. 

Well,  after  a  while  he  found  himself  sufficiently  j)rovided 
with  gum,  and  started  off  a  kind  of  Indian  lope  for  the  place 
where  he  had  left  the  dollar,  passing  in  his  way  a  spring  of 
water,  U[)<)n  the  surfnre  of  which  was  a  thick  yellow  scum,  re- 
sembling iron  rust.  On.  on.  on  he  traveled,  sweating  under 
his  load,  and  with  the  lurking  sus[>icion  that  something  was 
wrong,  he  didn't  know  what.  After  a  good  while,  however, 
and  when  he  knew  he  must  have  traveled  more  than  any 
distance^  that  could  possibly  have  been  between  the  last  gum 
tree  and  the  one  containing  his  dollar,  he  made  a  full  halt  for 
the  purpose  of  a  reckouin<^.  C>ne  thing  was  very  certain — that 
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he  had  traveled  taster  coniin.u-  hack  than  when  ^oiiiu-,  and  ha<l 
been  longer  about  it.  Tluit  had  a  bad  look  I  tluMi  he  thought 
it  curious  there  should  have  been  three  of  those  iron  ore 
springs,  looking  .so  nearly  alike  I  And  linally,  the  more  he 
soliloquized  the  more  he  satistied  himself  that  he  was  lost. 

What  added  not  a  little  to  his  perplexity  was,  that  twilight 
was  already  si)rea(ling  her  ninntlt'  ujxjn  tlie  forest.  It  w<)id(l 
therefore  be  necessary  for  him  to  select  where  he  would  spend 
the  night,  so  far  as  there  was  any  choice  of  a  shelteivd  place  in 
the  woods.  He  was  not  long  in  tinding  a  large  standing  tree 
that  afforded  just  the  nook  he  wanted,  between  two  roots  that 
stood  well  out  on  either  side,  and  having  (Misconced  himself  in 
a  sitting  posture,  with  his  l)ack  against  the  tree,  and  the  ax 
between  his  knees,  he  prepared  to  face  any  danger  that  miglit 
offer,  and  to  sleep  away  the  long  hours  (►f  the  night.  He 
would  have  telegra[)hed  the  folks  ;it  home  that  he  was  safe,  if 
he  could.  Jle  hoped  they  w<,)ul(l  not  be  much  alarmed.  But 
they  were  though,  and  aftei-  sun-et  the  old  gentleman  got  un- 
easy and  started  out  the  way  t!i;it  he  -hould  come.  Just  to  meet 
him — if  he  was  safe — but  with  a  kind  of  pi-esentment,  to  succor 
him  if  in  trouble.  He  kept  on,  occa>ionally  str)pping  to  listen, 
and  sweating  with  his  api)rehensi()n.  an<l  imagining  a  whole 
catalogue  of  misliaps  that  might  have  befallen  him — whetiier 
he  had  lost  his  way — ;)r  had  maimed  himself  with  the  ax — 
oi'  a  tree  had  fallen  n{>on  him — nr.  what  was  certainly  p(»sible. 
some  ravenous  w  ild  bea>t  had  devoure<i  him — all  wa-;  a  matter 
of  painful  doubt,  fear,  an  uncertainty. 

Jt  was  not.  however,  until  aflei-  he  had  i-eaclied  the  vil- 
lage, and  found  by  en<iuiry  that  hi>  boy  had  not  betMi  there, 
that  his  feai'tul  tbrebodinos  ot'  some  horrible  evil  wei'c  con- 
tirnuMl. 

Giving  the  alarm  here,  and  begging  of  the  good  people  to 
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rally  (jiiickly  and  nicrt  >ucli  persons  as  ho  should  succeed  in 
obtaiiiinu  tVoin  ni-own villc.  lie  hastened  home  in  such  a  state 
of  mind  as  can  \>v  hctter  iniai;ine(l  than  described. 

I'ntil  his  an'i\al  home,  the  family  had  not  partaken  very 
nuich  of  his  own  nlai'in,  hut  now,  what  u  sad  and  sorrowful 
company  arc  tlicw  as  huri'iedly  they  make  the  necessary 
j)i-eparation.  with  jtine  knots  and  hiich  bark  for  torches,  horns 
and  ^uns  for  signals,  and  refreshments  foi*  the  missin<^  boy  if 
he  should  be  found,  and  for  thi'  kind  nei<i,hbors  who  were  in 
all  probability  to  be  in  the  woods  all  ni^ht. 

In  due  time,  a  lai'^e  com})any  of  men  and  boys  were  as- 
semblecb  and  having  organized  into  bands,  with  preconcerted 
si^^'uals.  they  struck  oil'  into  the  forest,  while  the  mother  and 
sisters  of  the  missinii  boy  <at  in  the  open  door  of  their  lonely 
tenement  to  await  the  slow  and  tedious  result,  and  so  as  to  be 
in  a  situation  to  catch  the  tirst  sound  of  any  signal  guns  an- 
nouncing the  fate  of  him  th(\v  loved. 

Thu<  passed  ilie  fii'st  half  of  the  night.  The  hunt  pro- 
(HHMled  with  great  lidcliiy.  so  that  every  I'od  of  the  ground 
was  inspected,  the  ln»rns  >ound ing  at  I'cgular  intervals  of  time, 
so  as  to  jireserve  the  line  of  march,  or  to  catch  the  ear  of  the 
boy  if  pread\'enturi'  he  was  alive. 

The  part\'  ha<l  proceeded  on  caret"ully.  until  within  a  few 
I'ods  of  whei-e  the  hero  of  the  ])lay  kept  his  night  vigil,  betbie 
his  dream>  were  <listnrbed  and  he  sufliciently  awake  to  know 
that  it  was  tor  his  beiiern  that  the  horns  were  sounded  ;  but 
when  f.iiily  awake,  he  wa>  not  long  in  vacating  his  quiet  re- 
treat, ami  arre-tiiig  the  further  progress  of  the  search,  by 
presenting  liim-df  ni  piopi'ia  persona-,  with  his  ax  on  his 
shoulder  and  gum  b  ig  under  his  arm,  before  tlie  satisfied 
cavalcade. 

liang'   bang!   bang!   rang  out  in  (juick  succession  upon 
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the  niglit  air,  reverberating-  to  each  exlrciuity  of  tlie  lono-  linc^ 
of  weary  hunters,  tiie  preconcerted  signal  which  notilicd  tiie 
quick  ear  of  the  listeninii mother  and  sisters  that  I-'Jlick  was 
safe.  There  was  more  joy  manifestiMl  that  ni<:lit  over  the 
boy  that  was  found  than  over  all  tlieni  that  went  not  astray. 


A  MAN   SHOT   BY   HIS  FRIKND. 

In  the  fall  of  ISOl,  there  was  a  man,  whose  name  was 
Dayton,  who  obtained  a  contract  for  a  piece  of  land  lyini^ 
south  of  the  road  to  l>rownville,  as  you  climb  the  Folts  Hill. 
He  built  a  small  log  house  in  the  woods,  near  the  [)resent  road, 
and  was  keeping  bachelor's  hall,  through  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  of  that  year,  with  no  other  companion 
than  a  young  man  who  was  a  brotlier  to  his  wife.  He  was 
intending  to  remove  liis  family  here  in  the  spring,  but,  as  it 
turned  out,  he  lacked  the  fortitude  and  courage  which  were 
requisite  for  pioneer  life. 

While  thus  living,  an  event  occurred,  which,  for  the  time 
being,  quickened  the  pulses  of  the  entire  community,  and 
which  seemed  more  like  tragedy  than  any  previous  occui'rence 
in  our  brief  history. 

There  was  a  project  foi*  a  s(piirrel  hunt,  among  the  scat- 
tered inhabitants  of  the  several  neighborhoods,  and  Hayton 
and  his  brother-in-law  were  expecting  to  ])artici[)ate  in  the 
general  war  against  the  s(piii  iT'ls  and  otln'r  vermin,  who  were 
likely  to  get  more  than  a  fair  proportion  of  tlu^  tii'st  coi-n  crop 
ever  cultivated  in  these  wilds — though  they  themselves  had  no 
cornfields.     And  lu're  we  remark  by  the  way,  how  unselfish 
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men  hocome,  as  soon  as  they  get  beyond  the  old  settlements. 
Mutual  dependence  soon  exerts  a  softening  influence  upon  tlie 
human  heart,  and  the  sympathies  flow  out  without  stint  as 
often  as  the  suflerings  present  themselves  for  aid  or  sympathy. 
This,  prohahly.  is  the  clue  to  that  proverbial  happiness,  which 
in  all  ages  and  in  all  c()untri(\s,  dates  back  to  the  pioneer  set* 
tlements  in  a  new  country. 

With  the  purpose  of  having  his  gun  in  readiness  for  the 
approaching  hunt,  Mr.  Dayton  took  it  down  one  evening,  from 
its  place  over-head,  and  sitting  down  before  the  blazing  tire, 
laid  it  across  his  knees,  })reparatory  to  taking  off  the  lock  and 
oiling  its  pinions,  so  as  to  insure  a  smart  motion  of  the  hammer 
spring.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  contained  a  full  charge  of 
powder  and  .shot,  or  that  it  was  loaded  at  all  ;  but  carelessly 
held  the  muzzle  towards  his  friend,  who  was  sitting  in  the 
otlier  corner  of  tlu^  tire-place,  keeping  up  a  cheerful  light,  by 
timely  contributions  of  light,  dry  combustibles,  to  tne  open 
fire.  It  is  probable  that  he  [)ullcd  tlie  trigger  without  thought 
or  motive;  but  what  was  his  horror  and  amazement  when  his 
piece  discharged  with  a  report  that  was  almost  deafening, 
filling  the  room  with  smoke,  and  then  he  lieard  his  companion 
fall  to  the  floor,  exclaiming     I  am  shot  I  I  am  shot  I  " 

They  had  no  light  but  the  open  Are,  and  the  smoke  was 
so  thick  and  suffocating  that  no  examination  could  be  made. 
It  was  all  uncei'tain.  what  the  extent  of  the  injury  might  be  ; 
but  knowing  that  Doctor  Isaiah  Massey  had  recently  arrived 
from  \'ermont  to  share  our  fortunes  with  us.  and  that  he  was 
boarding  at  our  village  tavern,  it  was  agreed  that  Dayton 
sliould  find  his  way  tlii'ough  the  dark  [)ine  woods  which  in- 
tervened, and  hi'ing  the  doctor. 

>fy  father  had  some  corn  collected  from  his  field,  and  with 
the  male  nuMuhers  of  his  family — kind  men  and  boarders — 
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doctor  ijK'liidcd.  was  in  tlw  house  (loi;-  barnj  liuskiii^  :  and 
my  mother  was  kct  pinLi  her  iii^ht  viL^ils  ah)nr  in  the  hoir-c, 
vvliou  her  eni-  (K'teetcd  the  (|uiek,  hurried  step  of  Mr.  Dayton, 
as  he  rushed  inl<»  the  (h)<)r,  e.xchnniinL:,',  "  I  have  kilh^l  my 
hrother,  and  \va n t  the  d( >etor  I  "  As  soon  as  lie  was  sulheieiit ly 
composed  to  state  his  ease  undei'standin^ly,  he  was  directed  to 
tlie  husking-  party,  i'oi-  the  (hx-tor,  wdnle  niy  ni(»tlier.  as  il"  hy 
instinct,  set  herseh'  ahout  [)reparinu'  some  cU'an  linen  rai^s, 
for  handa^es  and  lint,  anc]  somt'  tallow  candles  loi"  li.i;hts,  with 
which  our  youni;  l"]seulai»ius  was  soon  on  liis  way,  on  liorsc- 
back  and  alone,  to  answer  to  the  lirst  case  of  sui-<i'ery  and 
gun  shot  wounds  which  had  [)rescnted  itself  in  Ins  pioneer 
practice. 

Pie  was  evidently  a  i^'ood  deal  Hurried,  as  he  struck  into 
the  woods  in  advance  (jf  his  ^iuide,  to  endeavor  to  thread  his 
dubious  way  ;  and  he  was  t'requently  heard  to  say,  after- 
wards, that  it  was  the  greatest  trial  his  nerves  had  ever 
endured. 

For  aught  he  knew  (and  in  the  circumstances  of  tlu^ 
case,  as  narrated  by  the  allrighted  Oayton,  a  thing  (piite 
probable),  his  patient  was  already  dead,  and  stiffened  in 
his  gore,  an  object  frightful  iMiough.  to  be  visited  alone,  by 
broad  daylight;  how  much  more,  in  the  dim  light  of  any 
embers  which  might  be  left  in  that  lonely  house  in  the  woods. 

His  near  ap})roach  to  tlu^  house,  which  he  after  awhile 
succeeded  in  linding,  did  not  alleviate  his  feelings  mueh  :  for 
now,  the  cas(,>  must  be  met,  whatever  may  be  its  developments. 
The  idea  of  stundjling  ovt  r  a  dead  man,  in  his  ellorts  to  strike 
a  light,  or  of  groping  about  the  loom  in  search  ol' a  mutilated 
human  being,  was  all  his  nerves  would  Ijcar,  and  he  trembled 
in  his  stiri'ups. 

lie  however  <'rew  ashamed  of  his  fear,  and  after  listenin^: 
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a  inoipont  at  tho  door,  t:ij)i)(.Ml  oontly  for  admission;  tlicro  was 
no  answer.  He  liftcMl  the  latch  and  pressed  his  weight 
against  the  (h)()r,  hnt  it  was  fastene<l  on  the  inside.  He 
knocked  again.  *'  Who  is  there?"  said  the  young  man.  "The 
doctor."  "Wait  a  minute  and  I  will  open  the  door,"  said  he, 
as  lie  crawled  oil'  his  couch  and  i)roceeded  to  take  away  the 
barricade  with  which  he  had  tastene<l  the  door.  I  le  a[)(>logi/.ed 
for  the  delay  hy  saying  that  he  had  heard  that  wolves  were 
attracted  hy  tln^  smell  of  blood,  and  that  iinding  himself 
bleeding  pretty  profusely,  ]\v  had  thought  it  pmdent  to  fasten 
liimself  in. 

It  proved  to  be  a  cas(>  of  no  imminent  danger,  after  all. 
The  charge  of  shot  from  the  gun  had  j;enetrated  the  lleshy 
part  of  the  thigh  of  the  young  man,  and  al'tei"  a  proper  di'css- 
ing,  for  which  the  forethought  of  my  mother  had  amply 
provided  them,  the  young  doctor  mounted  his  horse  and  re- 
turned to  the  village,  where  he  soon  succeede<l  in  allaying  the 
fears  of  the  comnumity.  by  his  professional  opinion  that  he 
would  recover,  with  pro[>er  care. 


A    VVOI.F   STOKV   Ol^    KAKI.Y  TJMKS. 

In  the  brief  history  that  I  wrote  out  for  your  paper  two 
or  tlirv'c  Weeks  ngn,  tVoiii  the  eaily  traditions  of  our  t(»wn, 
do.^:cribi ng  a  scene,  which  was  almost  a  tragedy,  between  Mr. 
Dayttai  and  his  brothei-in-law,  at  tin-  foot  (»f  the  f'olts  I  lill, 
on  the  lirowii \-il  ie  road.  I  >taled,  that  the  wc^)Unded  man  had 
taken  tlu'  precaution  to  fasten  his  door  on  the  inside,  so  as  to 
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prevent  the  in^^ress  uf  wolves  that  might  l)e  attracted  by  the 
smell  of  blood,  while  Mr.  Dayton  was  after  the  doctor. 

I  know  it  is  somewhat  ditticult  for  the  presenc  generation 
to  comprehend  the  situation  of  peril  in  which  scattering 
families  were  plaet.'d  at  tluit  early  day,  or  that  there  was  any 
real  and  positive  danger  of  molestation  by  the  wolves  ;  and 
therefore,  I  shall  transcribe  another  incident,  in  the  tra- 
ditions of  early  man  and  early  times,  which  will  tend  to 
correct  any  doubts  upon  that  subject. 

The  late  Hon.  Jotham  Ives  was  among  the  early 
emigrants  into  this  town.  He  arrived  here  in  1<S()1,  and 
located  his  home,  wlu're  he  lived  to  amass  a  large  landed 
property,  and  whore  he  died,  recently,  near  the  place  called 
Field  Settlement. 

In  the  fall  of  180'2,  he  had  a  number  of  hogs  fattened, 
and  at  killing  time  he  em})loyed  a  ^Tr.  Knowlton,  an  old, 
white-haired  man  of  sixty  years  or  moiv,  Avho  was  somewhat 
skilled  in  butchering,  to  assist  him.  Knowlton  lived  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Mr.  Ives,  in  the  near  neighbor- 
hood of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  James  P)rintnall,  where 
he  had  a  little  clearing,  or  what  was  perhaps  more  ap- 
propriately culled,  in  backwoods  phrase,  a  chopping,  and 
which  was  surrounded  by  a  temporary  brush  fence.  T>etween 
himself  and  Mr.  Ives  there  was  no  road  ;  and  nothing  but  a 
line  of  marked  trees  to  designate  the  little  footpath  wliich 
meandered  through  the  deep,  dark,  and  in  many  places 
tangled  forest,  which  stretched  olf  almost  interminably  on 
either  hand. 

The  butchering  over,  and  supper  dis[)Osed  of,  it  was 
agreed  that  there  was  time  to  cut  up  the  {)ork,  and  Mr. 
Knowlt'jn  eonsented  to  stay  and  assist  in  doing  so.  At  a  late 
hour,   the    whole    work    was    tinally    com])leted,  and  Mr. 
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Knowlton  was  D^oiieroiisl y  compensated  for  his  valued  services 
in  addition  to  which  he  was  made  welcome  to  a  couple  of 
hogs'  {)lucks  to  carry  home  to  his  family. 

But  as  he  was  ahout  to  leave  for  home,  Mrs.  Ives  sug- 
gested the  hazard  of  passim^  through  the  woods  at  that  late 
hour,  with  the  smell  of  IdiKxl  upon  his  clothes,  and  invited 
him  to  stay  all  night  ;  to  which  Knowlton  answered  that  he 
could  not  think  of  being  away  from  his  family  all  night  as  i 
they  would  be  alarmed  for  his  safety,  being  unable  to  account  , 
for  his  absenc(^ ;  that,  as  for  the  wolves,  though  they  might  | 
prowl  around  his  path  they  would  not  dare  to  molest  him.  j 

Now  Mr.  Jvcs  was  a  man  of  great  nuiscular  ])ower  and  | 
would  not  fear  a  regiment  of  wolves  himself,  and  though  he 
assured  Mr.  Knowlton  that  he  might  stay  in  welcome,  yet  he  ; 
scouted  the  idea  of  danger  tVom  the  sneaking  cowardly  wolv(\^,  j 
and  advised  him,  however,  that  in  case  he  should  be  followed  i 
by  them  to  leave  the  plucks  for  them  to  (juarrt'l  over  while  he 
should  hurry  on  honK\  I 

The  colloquy  being  ended,  Knowlton  finally  took  his  | 
leave  with  a  pluck  in  each  hand  and  sti'uck  into  the  woods  to  | 
endeavor  to  toUow  out  his  little  foot  i)ath.     lie  had  not  pro- 
ceeded, far,  however,  before  a  sharp  and  stai'tling  sound,  a  tear-  j 
ful  howl,  rang  out  upon  the  night  air  evidently  betokening  the 
near  neighborhood  of  a  i)rowling  wolf  on  his  right,  which  was 
answered  fr(jm  anotlu-r  (piarter.  and  then  another  in  (juick 
succession,  until  the  path,  that  he  had  traveh'd  but  a  moment 
before  seemed  to  be  alive  with  hungry  sec^kers  after  blood. 

He  had  yet  no  f-.n's  tor  his  personal  safety  and  had  no 
thought  of  eiuvnnliee,  but  yet  he  confessed  that  there  was 
sotnething  dismal  in  tliethoughtof  being  alone  and  entirely 
unarmed  at  such  a  time  in  such  a  place  groping  and  feeling 
his  dubious  way  in  sueli  close  proximity  to  a  pack  of  ravenous 
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wild  Leasts,  and  lie  soon  t'ound  himself  4uick('nin_<i-  his  pace, 
while  ever  and  aimn  he  instiiielively  east  a  wistl'ul  eye  over 
his  shoulder  and  into  th(>  recesses  of  the  thick  woods  on  either 
hand. 

Jt  was  not  ionu,  however,  tiiat  any  douht  remained  ahout 
his  heinii  the  ohjeet  of  their  i»arsuit,  as  his  (juiek  ear  detected 
the  <::allot)inij:  movement  of  a  ti'oo]»  of  [)attei-in^-  feet  on  his 
track,  and  it  was  heeominij:  more  an<l  more  a  (jUestion  of  in- 
terest will)  him  how  the  ehase  would  terminate. 

l\v  hoped  when  he  j-eileetiMl  that  he  was  nearinu"  his  own 
hahitation  every  moment  and  his  })ath  was  heconun,^-  [)lainer, 
and  he  was  ahh-  to  make  hetter  progress.  lUit  the  od<ls  was 
with  them  for  ihey  were  liuhtei"  of  foot  an<l  eouhl  si'e  a  «:reat 
deal  hetter  than  he  could  inthe  <^loom  of  the  foi-est,  hut,  more 
than  all.  they  were  so  many  and  were  mad  with  hunger  an<l 
were  hecominu'  more  and  more  doperate  ever\'  moment.  ()n, 
on,  on,  the  old  man  >tro<le  resolutely  and  \\ith  a  stren<:th  and 
si)ced  which  would  have  sur|)rised  him  at  any  other  time, 
evcMi  hy  dayliuht,  hut  which  seemed  slow  enou^^li  now  in  tlie 
time  of  his  extremity. 

It  he  could  hut  keep  them  at  hay  a  little  longer  and  until 
he  couhl  clear  the  dark  woods  and  ^i;et  the  henetit  of  the  com- 
paratively o[)en  li.uht  of  his  cho[»t)ini:\  or  lay  his  hand  U[)()na 
stron*!:  hand  .-pike,  sled  .-take  or  hillet  of  wood,  he  miu,ht  still 
liope  to  defend  himself  suc-cessfully  or  ocape  from  their  hun- 
<i:ry  jaws.  Straining-  every  nerve  he  hounded  onward  with 
such  auility  as  oidy  despeiati( mi  and  love  of  life  jdl'ordecl  ;  ])Ut 
{\\v  distance  hetween  him  and  his  pur-uers  was  not  lessened 
hy  all  hi-  etlorl-.  and  hefoli'  he  l(  ;:clied  the  hl'Ush  telice  that 
sui-rounded  peaerful  home  he  felt  that  his  time  had  ne'arl}' 
.come,  when  he  hi-thou^ht  himselt"ot"  the  partin*;  advice  of  hi.s 
friend  Ives. 
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He  aetrd  upon  tlii' suggestion  and  inniicdiatcly  liuiicd  one 
of  the  })hu-ks  into  tlu'ir  midst  ;  in  the  next  moment  he  was  on 
the  home  side  of  his  brush  fence  and  they  wei'e  fi<ihting  over 
the  paltry  price  with  which  he  had  [)urchased  his  own  safety. 
It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  he  did  not  wait  to  witness  the 
result  of  the  civil  war  which  he  had  occasioned,  but  that  as 
soon  as  possible  he  found  himself  on  tlu)  inside  of  his  rude 
domicile, with  the  door  fastened  on  the  inside. 

Mr.  Knowltou  lived  many  years  after  the  event  which  I 
have  narrated  and  died  a  natural  death,  and  the  woods  which 
were  the  scene  of  our  story  have  lon<^  since  been  cleared  away 
and  the  wolves  are  only  known  as  figuring  in  the  history  of 
the  olden  time. 


A  Bit  of  Topography. 

The  foregoing  ingenious  chart  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Frederick  Campbell  of  Lowville,  and  was  accom})anied  by  the 
following  interesting  data  : 

The  topogra[)hy  of  the  country  traversed  between  Utica 
and  the  Tliousand  Islands  is  to  most  people  entirely  unknown. 
The  grades  are  so  met  that  most  tourists  would  be  quite  un- 
conscious that  there  were  any  marked  grades  at  all  ;  and  many 
would  exhibit  no  surprise  if  they  should  l)etold  tliat  no  higher 
elevations  above  sea  level  are  met  b(^tween  Utica  and  the 
Thousand  Islands  than  Ix^tween  Xew  York  and  Utica.  The 
accompanying  cut,  wliich  I  have  carefully  prepared  from 
official  reports  will  reveal  the  facts. 

In  the  chart  each  space  represents  100  feet  above  sea 
level;  the  irregular  line  thus  makes  graphic  the  elevations  of 
the  entire  route.  At  the  left  are  given  the  elevations  of  a 
number  of  plact^'s  in  the  United  States  with  wliich  the  eleva- 
tions of  i)laces  on  the  Thousand  Uland  route  maybe  compared. 

It  will  here  be  seen  that  the  climb  from  Xew  York  to  Utica 
is  insigniHeaiit  :  tluM'i^  i^  a  rise  of  only  ^^2  feet  in  passing  from 
New  York  to  Albany,  though  the  distance  is  nearly  150  miles. 
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And  at  238  miles  from  Now  York,  I'tica  is  found  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  only  410  feet  above  the  sea.  But  one  has  i)roceede(l 
only  IG  miles  on  the  Rome,  W^itertown  and  Ogdcnsburg  rail- 
road (Black  River  division)  when  he  has  doubled  his  elevation, 
(Trenton,)  and  with  thirteen  miles  more  (Alder  Creek)  has 
multi[)lied  it  by  three.  While  the  summit  level  of  the  Black 
River  canal  is  at  I>oonville,  at  an  elevation  of  1,110  feet,  the 
summit  of  the  Black  River  vontv  is  found  a  little  to  the  south 
of  Alder  Creek,  the  latter  place  itself  being  1,245  feet  above 
the  sea.  From  that  point  it  is  a  steady  decline  to  Martinsburg 
station,  the  descent  being  particularly  swift  between  Boonville 
and  Port  Leyden,  the  passenger  being  able  to  note  it  by 
watching  the  locks  of  the  parallel  canal.  In  seven  miles  there 
is  a  drop  of  2oo  feet,  the  first  three  miles  of  the  distance  taking 
145  feet  of  the  drop.  I'rom  Martinsburg  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is  another  climb  to  Lowville,  845  feet  elevation,  whence 
there  is  a  practically  continuous  down  grade  to  Clayton,  which, 
at  2o2  feet  elevation  is  but  little  more  than  half  that  of  Ctica. 

Referring  to  the  comparative  figures  on  the  left,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  elevation  of  Ctica  is  midway  between  that 
of  Harrisbui"g,  Ra.,  and  Rochester,  olO  and  510  respectively. 
Holland  Patent  stands  30  feet  higluM*  than  Chicago.  Trenton 
is  much  higher  than  either  St.  Paul  or  Kansas  City,  and  but 
little  less  than  Topeka,  Kans.  Trenton  Falls  is  45  feet  higher 
than  Fargo,  X.  I).,  liemsen  exceeds  the  celebrated  Altoona  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  by  24  feet,  and  Alder  Creek  is  within 
35  feet  of  bt'ing  as  high  as  Chautaucpia  lake,  which  boasts  the 
highest  navigated  water  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Boon- 
ville is  10(1  ft  i  t  higher  than  Omaha,  Lowville  is  nearly  even 
with  Topeka,  Carthage  with  Kansas  City,  and  Clayton  with 
Schenectady. 


The  French  Settlers. 

The  following  paper  is  from  the  pen  of  ^Ivs.  M.  L. 
Whitcher  of  Whiteshoro,  N.  Y.: 

Those  who  like  to  wander  in  the  by-paths  of  our  nation's 
history  will  remember  that  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  revolu- 
tion Dr.  I'^ranklin  bcin^-  sc^nt  in  1777  as  ambassador  to  the 
French  court  to  gain  the  assistance  of  that  government  in 
carrying  on  our  war  with  England,  was  tendered  and  accepted 
the  use  of  a  villa  at  Passy,  rent  free,  by  its  owner  a  wealthy 
banker.     Dr.  I'^ranklin  (»ccu])ied  tlie  villa  nine  years. 

This  act  of  generous  hospitality  was  done  by  Monsieur  M. 
Le  Ray  de  C'haumont.  who  was  a  student  of  the  affairs  of 
the  struggling  colonics  and  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of 
liberty.  He  gave  I>r.  l-'raidvlin  a  warm  rece])tion  and.  as  the 
Am(M"ican  commi>^ionei-s  could  not  bo  openly  I'eceived  by  the 
French  couit,  he  gave  up  his  s(\-it  in  the  ministry  that  he 
might  act  as  iutei-mediary  bet  ween  the  .Vnu'i-icans  and  his  own 
governm<iit. 

He  bei-amc  ilu-  tVieiid  and  pal rr)n  ol"  tl le  colonists  and  sent 
them  a  whole  cargo  ot"  powiler  with  instructions  that  it  need 
not  be  paivi  fur  unU>s  tluar  cixueo  wa8  won.     We  recently 
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learned  from  tlie  agent  of  the  Le  R<iy  estate  that  the  powder  so 
generously  furnish e<l  had  not  been  ])aid  for.  The  cargo  con- 
sisted of  two  thousand  barrels.  From  his  own  purse  ^^.  Le 
Ray  also  fitted  a  ship  to  join  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and 
was  chosen  to  su[)erintend  the  ec[uipment  of  the  entire  squad- 
ron which  was  destined  to  cast  lustre  on  the  name  of  John 
Paul  Jones. 

M.  James  Donatius  Le  Ray,  the  banker's  eldest  son,  was 
at  this  time  completing  his  education,  studying  Lnglisli  with 
his  father's  venerable  friend,  Dr.  Franklin.  He,  too,  became 
interested  in  American  aflairs  and  visited  this  country  soon 
after  the  revolution,  ]>earing  letters  of  introduction  from  Dr. 
Franklin  to  Clouverneur  >h>rris,  DeWitt  Clinton  and  other 
prominent  men.  During  a  second  visit  he  l)OUght  large  tracts 
of  land,  one  in  New  .Icrsey  and  another  in  Otsego  county,  this 
state,  for  which  Judge  Cooper,  father  of  the  novelist,  J.  Fenni- 
more  Cooper,  was  his  agent.  P)Ut  the  largest  ot  his  ])urchases 
was  a  tract  of  two  huudre(l  and  twenty  tliousand  acres  of  land 
in  Jefferson  county,  the  most  of  which  was  bought  on  Jan.  3, 
1S03,  from  William  Constable,  the  grandfather  of  the  late 
Hon.  William  C.  Pierrepontof  Pierrepont  ]\hinor.  Tt  was  on 
this  })r()perty  that  he  built  his  home.  A  hamlet  sprung  up 
around  his  grand  mansion,  named  Le  Paysville,  as  the  town- 
ship was  very  pr;)iterlv  called  Le  Kay.  Phe  iKunestead  site 
and  handet  are  near  the  line  of  the  Ctica  and  Plack  River 
railroad,  tlie  neai-est  station.  Felts  Mills,  being  only  three 
miles  ili-taiit.  Its  sole  claim  to  public  notice,  aside  from  the 
ail'  of  hi>(orieal  loiiiaiiee  still  elingiiig  to  it,  is  the  pietures([ue 
beauty  of  its  seiMicry.  Llu^  original  dwelling  built  in  ISIO, 
was  bin'urd  in  iS-J-J.  This  was  i-cpl.-ietMl  by  a  mansion  whic-li 
was  completed  in  \S-2~,  and  stands  on  the  original  site,  a  pla- 
teau often  acres,  from  which  the  gi-ound  falls  away  on  every 
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side.     Its  walls  ot'  massive  stone  are  covered  with  stucco 
similar  to  that  wliieh  a(l(»nis  llie  White  1  louse  at  W'ashinij^ton. 
The  house  is  two  stories  hi^li,  with  win*i,s  at  either  side  and  a 
large  hasement.     Vi)uv  la rgi."  rooms  occu[)y  each  llooi',  the  front 
parlors  and  eorresjionding  rooms  ahove  heing  octagon  in  form. 
One  of  the  wings  was  used  as  <i  chapel  and  the  other  for  a 
library.      In   the   hasement   were  the  storerooms,  [)antries, 
kitchen  and  wine  cellar.     The  Moor  of  the  last  mentioned  isof 
stone,  while  all  around  the  sides  were  shelves  so  arranged  with 
holes  that  the  wines,  always  the  choicest  variety,  were  kept 
on  their  corks.    A  number  of  wine  casks  are  still  standing  in 
the  old  cellar  and  tlu^  ai'oma,  which  is  even  at  this  time  [)lainly 
perce})til)le,  is  a  vivid  reminder  of  the  times  when  the  mansion 
was  widely  famous  for  its  fre([Uent  and  generous  hos[)ital ity. 
Among  the  many  distinguished  guests  enteitained   jit  the 
mansion  were  (iouverneur  Mori'is,    liovernor  Clinton  and 
President  Monroe,  who,  shoi-tly  after  his  inauguration,  made  a 
tour  of  the  northern  fi'ontier  to  inspect  the  military  fortihca- 
tions  and  learn  their  strength  in  cast-  of  need.    The  })i-esident 
arrived  in  August,  1S17,  and  remained  for  several  days,  the 
guest  of  M.  Le  Kay.     The  president  wore  the  undress  uniform 
of  an  ofHc-er  of  the  revolution — a  military  coat,  light  cohn'cd 
breeches  and  a  cocked  hat. 

In  the  grand  octagon  parlors  tlu-re  are  still  soiiu' of  the 
massive  elegant  pier  tahlt  s,  with  tlieii-  platt'  gla.^s  hacks  and 
carved  lions"  teet,  while  ahoxc  the  mai-hle  mantels  arc^  the 
grand  ohl  miiroi>  exteixliiig  to  the  ceiling,  and  at  either  sid(» 
are  elegant  hion/e  cl la ndel ier<.  which  supported  large  clusters 
of  wax  canille<.  'i'he  wall-  ot  tlioe  room>  ai-e  still  with(tut 
sjmt  or  blemish  althouuh  they  wt-re  lini-lied  in  1S27.  To  on(^ 
visitor,  at  least,  who  would  tell  the  -lory  ot'  theii-  liey-<ley  and 
their  desolation  tiiere  i>  an  ni< lesci'i ha  1  >le  chaiMn  in  these — ■ 
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"  Rooms  of  luxury  and  state, 

That  old  niacin ticence  so  richly  lurnished, 
With  cabinet  of  ancient  date 

And  carvings  gilt  and  burnished." 

The  mansion  faces  the  forest.  On  its  left  was  the  deer 
park,  where  tame  fawns  might  l)e  seen  quietly  grazing,  while 
to  the  right  were  the  am[)k'  gardens,  which  were  famous  for 
rare  fruits  and  choice  llowcrs  and  vegetables,  imported  from 
France  or  furnished  fVom  the  gardens  at  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  their  only  superior  in  this  country. 

A  neat  bridge  with  white  latticed  railing  still  s[)ans  the 
stream  that  runs  in  front  of  the  mansion  and  forms  an  attrac- 
tive feature  of  the  landscape  iVom  tlie})iazza,  wherethe  massive 
Doric  columns  extend  to  the  roof.  "  Where  once  the  garden 
smile^l  "  is  now  a  field  of  wheat,  ^i'he  old  garden  walks  can 
now  only  be  traced  by  some  lilac  or  sturdy  rose.  The  beautiful 
grave  beside  the  garden  is  still  standing  and  through  it  the 
old  [)ath  leads  to  the  wateifall  and  tlie  ruins  of  what  was  once 
a  pretty  alcove.  (H  the  many  arbors,  rustic  bowers  and  sum- 
mer houses  which  were  arrange<l  so  invitingly  about  the 
grounds,  only  one  remains,  the  spy-house,  an  octagon  structure, 
neatly  plastered  and  painted.  This  eozy  retreat  was  furnished 
with  books,  papers  and  a  si>y-glass,  with  which  the  members 
of  the  hou.<eh(tld  could  amuse  them.^elves  with  watching  the 
movements  of  the  villagers.  In'tween  the  spy-house  and  the 
village  was  an  artitieinl  pond  formed  by  damming  the  stn^am 
which  mui-mui-ed  tliiough  the  giouiid  at  the  waterfall  only  to 
appear  again  near  the  mansion.  The  shiiet  of  water  is  called 
St.  James*  lake.  It  was  stocked  with  speckled  trout  an<l  pro- 
vide(l  with  ph'asui'e  boats.  It  still  furnishes  the  young  villagers 
a  fme  boating  [tlace. 

The  waterfall  is  a  place  ot"  wild,  romantic  beauty.  The 
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waters  of  the  streuni  which  murmurs  througli  the  grove  hero 
plunge  down  a  deej),  rocky  chasm  and  disappear  from  sight. 
At  the  foot  of  the  chasm  is  a  small  cave  where  the  sunshine 
never  enters,  but  above  and  around  it  wild  flowers  bloom 
profusely.  The  air  seems  always  tilled  with  the  music  of  song 
birds,  odors  of  wild  flowers  and  the  soft  splashing  of  the  falling 
water.    It  seems  like  enchanted  ground. 

In  the  grove  near  the  fall  is  the  tomb  of  a  little  child.  It 
is  covered  by  a  slab  of  gray  marble  and  u[)()n  an  upri;',ht 
stone  one  may  read  :  "  Here  lies  Clotilde  de  (iouvello,  died 
Sept.  20,  1818.  She  was  endeared  to  her  parents  and  tendei'ly 
loved  by  all  who  watched  her  thirteen  months  of  i)atient  suf- 
fering life.  Strew  flowers  u[)on  her  grave,  but  weep  not,  for 
she  numbers  with  angels  in  Heaven.''  This  little  one  was 
the  grandchild  of  M.  LcKav'  and  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  who  was  buried  in  America.  She  was  baptized  in  the 
grove  not  far  from  her  hist  (juiet  resting  place.  A  huge 
boulder,  which  presented  a  large  fiat  surface  about  four  feet 
from  the  ground,  was,  with  candles,  crucifix  and  fair  linen, 
transformed  into  an  altar.  A  large  branch  of  a  tall  oak  spri-ad 
out  protectingly  as  a  canoi)y  over  it,  and  near  the  end  of  the 
limb  two  of  its  smallei-  branches  suggested  the  antlers  ol' a 
deer.  Artistic  car\  iiig  of  the  end  of  the  limb  com[)leted-a 
close  resend>lance  to  a  deer's  head.  At  its  neck  was  hung  a 
bell  which  could  b(^  rung  from  the  ground  by  means  of  a 
nicely  adjusted  rope  and  pulley.  ( )n  a  [deasant  aftei  noon  in 
August,  is  17.  at  a  gixcn  liour.  thr  bell  \va>  rung,  and  the 
family,  a* conipanit  d  by  xTvanls.  sj)on>ors  and  pi'iesl, 
marched  in  (piiet  pi-ne(.'»i()ii  to  the  aj»p(>inted  place.  When 
the  solenni  .-acranient  ot"  baj)tism  had  been  adniinistei'ed  to 
the  child  the  party  returned  to  the  mansion  where  a  baptisnnd 
feast  had  bi'cn  [tiepaied,  and  gitts,  to  commemorate  the  event. 
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Were  distributed  to  all  the  retainers  of  tlie  liouseliold.  The 
mother  of  this  eliild  was  Therese,  only  (hiu<;hter  of  M.  LeRay. 
She  had  reinaine<l  in  Franee,  where  she  heeanie  engaged  in 
marriage  to  the  >rar(inis  De  (iouvelh).  Jler  fatlier  had  been 
sent  for  to  assist  in  ch'awing  up  the  marriage  settlements  and 
when  that  important  doeument  was  read  the  daughter 
demanded  a  ehange,  providing  that,  in  ease  of  divoree,  her 
portion  of  her  husl^and's  estate  should  he  doubled.  Her  father 
remonstrated,  det-laring  that  (k)d,  who  ordained  marriage, 
designed  the  union  to  be  perjietual,  and  would  not  bless  a 
bond  accepted  by  the  li})s  when  the  heart  harbored  thoughts 
of  its  severanee.  The  marriage  was  therefore  postponed  until 
the  judgment  of  the-  daughter  harmonized  with  that  of  her 
father.  It  was  in  honor  of  this  daughter  that  the  town  of 
Theresa  was  nanied,  as  C'a})e  \'ineent  was  named  for  his  son 
Vincent,  Alexandria  Hay  for  his  son  Alexander,  Juhelville 
(  now  a  part  of  Wati'rtown  )  for  his  mothei"-in-law,  and  Plessis 
was  named  for  his  dog. 

In  liis  religion,  M.  Le  Ray  was  a  devout  Catholic,  yet 
liberal  in  his  s])iritual  as  he  was  generous  in  his  material 
things.  This  was  sliown  in  his  gifts  of  land  and  building 
materials  for  the  building  of  churches  of  any  denomination. 
He  also  contributed  freely  for  the  establishment  of  schools. 
In  fact  in  all  of  his  ailairs  he  used  very  liberal  measures. 

He  sent  agents  to  France  and  other  countries,  circulated 
pampldets  and  sought  to  induce  those  who  had  been  neigh- 
bors in  the  old  world  to  unite  in  settling  the  new.  fie 
V>rought  gentlemen  of  education  and  aljilitv  to  superintend 
the  establishing  of  mills  and  factories  which  he  provided  as 
the  wants  ot  the  settlers  recpiired.  These  gentlemen  brought 
with  them  not  only  the  arts  and  industries  of  the  higher 
civilization  of  iheir  old  home,  hut  >oiiiewhat  more  of  the  idea 
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of  social  rank  and  (li<;iiity  of  position  that  was  used  in  new 
American  settliMuents.  in  the  northei'n  stat(^s  at  lenst.  For, 
although  the  fannly  and  all  their  houseiiold  were  eoui-teous 
and  conciliatory,  this  did  not  ])ri(lL!,e  over  the  j^reat  social  liulf 
between  them  and  their  nei<^hhors,  and  when  the  ;j,r(^at  family 
carriage  Ijowled  through  the  vilhi^e  the  housekeepers  left 
their  hakin^^  and  chuniin^  to  catch  a  ^•limj)se  of  the  passing- 
grandi'ur.  "  d'hei'e's  such  divinity  (h)th  hedi^'c  a  kin<;\" 
Tliese  people  furni>hcd  a  denial  to  that  [)0[»ular  fallacy  "  that 
all  men  are  created  e<[Ual." 

Prominent  amoni^-  the  distinguished  I^^rench  »:('ntlemen 
wlio  j)urchased  land  of  M.  Le  liay  was  .losepli  Jionapai'te,  ex- 
king  of  Sj)ain.  After  the  defeat  at  Waterloo  in  ISIT),  .Joseph, 
realizing  that  riche>  have  wings,'"  otlered  M,  Le  Kay,  who 
was  then  in  France  (  where  he  had  l>een  sent  to  settle  some 
accounts  hetween  that  government  and  the  Fnited  States,) 
several  wagon  loads  of  sil  vei- for  an  uncertain  amount  of  his 
American  ti'rrit(»ry.  There  weri'  no  surveys  or  title  deeds 
agreed  upon,  as  tlu'  Hoiiapai'tes  were  in  great  haste  to  get  out 
of  France  and  there  was  litth;  time  for  details.  Na}K)leon 
promised  to  meet  his  brother  in  this  country  and  there  is  no 
doubt,  that  had  the  emperor  been  allowed  to  select  his  own 
line  of  travel,  he  would  have  [)referred  to  live  witii  his 
marshals  and  generals  on  our  northern  frontier  to  the  lonely 
isle  of  St.  Helena. 

Joseph  r)onai)arte  made  a  purchase  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  acres  in  .Iclferson  and  Lewis  counties.  A 
beautiful  lake  <>n  the  t-d^e  oi"  llu'  North  Woods  is  ^till  called 
Bonaparte  Lake.  In  cxtmt  il  is  mon-  than  a  thousand  acres; 
it  is  dotted  with  j)icturesi ] ur  islancL,  and  being  fed  wholly  by 
subterranean  streams  its  waters  have  a  wonderful  clearness, 
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6uch  as  has  made  [.oches  Lomond  and  Katrine  famous  in 
Scottish  history. 

At  a  phice  on  Indian  river  ahout  nine  miles  from  tlie 
vilhigo  of  Carthaiiw  the  waters  flow  under  a  roek  of  white 
limestone,  and  at  this  [)()int,  calhMl  Natural  r>rid<;e,  Joseph 
Bonaparte  huilt  a  house  in  1S29,  whieh  is  still  standing.  The 
bridge  on  the  upper  side  is  nearly  as  smooth  as  masonry, 
while  beneath,  the  waters  have  worn  deej)  gi'ottoes  where  one 
may  walk  upright  into  the  roeky  recesses  until  he  finds  him- 
self groping  into  darkn(\ss.  This  locality  rewards  the  seeker 
of  specimens  of  rocks  and  minerals.  The  near-by  J>ona})arte 
house  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  an  old-fashioned  meeting 
house  without  beliVy  or  steeple.  It  is  now  a  tenement,  but 
its  occupants  >till  take  pride  in  showing  its  oddities  to  the 
curious  visitors  and  in  furnishing  their  own  admiring  com- 
mentary upon  the  former  owner,  the  count,  as  they  call  the 
ex-king  of  S[)ain.  His  green  velvet  hunting  suits,  free  ex- 
penditure of  money,  conciliating  manner  and  his  bullet-proof 
sleeping  chamber  are  fruitful  topics  for  conversation.  The 
Count  de  Surveillei-s  s[)ent  four  sunniiers  on  his  American 
estate.  He  was  accompanie*!  by  a  retinue  of  followers  and 
had  as  his  guests  many  distinguished  French  generals,  exiles 
like  himself.  Their  ban([Uets  served  on  golden  dishes,  were 
characterized  by  all  the  pomp  and  precision  of  court  eti([Uette. 
Home  of  these  noble  guests  became  colonists  for  a  time. 
Among  them  were  Count  Ileal,  who  was  Xa[)oleon's  chief 
prefect  of  polici\  the  Due  de  \'incennes,  a  ])hiloso})her  of 
eminence;  M.  Tiucon.  an  astronomer  who  brought  some  of 
the  tine^t  instrunieiii-  known  to  the  auw  To  ('a{)e  X'incent  : 
Marshal  (iioiu-hy.  to  wluxe  too  im[>lieit  obedience  of  orders 
historians  attribute  tli(^  deteat  at  Waterloo,  and  other  Napole- 
onic ailhereiits    who    joined    in    huildinu'       house  tor  the 
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emperor's  occupation  wIumi  lie  should  cscaj)c  IVom  St.  IIcUMia. 

Anotlu'r  nicniluM' of  the  r)()na[)art(' t'ainil y,  Xapolcon  Louis 
Lucicn  Murat.  likewise  Ix  c  anie  a  rcsi<lcnt  of  .Icflcrson  county, 
lie  was  a  son  of  the  hrilliant  (icncral  Murat,  X;ij>olcon's  ^^rcat- 
est  cavalry  officer  (whom  he  made  kin^  of  the  two  Sicilies)  and 
of  Caroline,  sister  of  the  iiist  consul.  Tluvson  remaine<l.  for  a 
while  after  Waterloo,  with  his  mother  in  Spain,  until  the 
Bourhons  n>ade  his  residence  there  too  unconifortahle. 
He  then  joined  the  contini:('iit  of  refugees  and  l)ou<^ht  a  ti'act 
of  land  on  Ii\diaii  river  near  Theresa,  where  he  ojicucmI  a  store, 
built  saw  mills  and  ;^ri>t  mills,  and  fancied  he  had  founded  a 
city,  which  he  called  .h)achim  in  honor  ol"  his  father.  lie  was 
a  gay  and  volatilr  younu-  fellow,  and  thouuh  the  fortunes  of 
his  family  and  of  his  country  were,  at  that  time,  grave  enough 
to  fill  a  thoughtful  mind  with  apitrehensions,  he seenie(l  intent 
upon  making  life  a  holiday.  His  store,  instead  of  heing 
stocked  with  cordui'oy  and  jeans,  which  were  nee<led  hy  the 
settlers,  was  decked  out  with  artificial  flowers  and  French 
millinery,  and  at  his  tantastic  entertainments  metamorphosed 
the  farmers"  daughters,  the  only  young  women  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, into  ('inderellas  clothed  with  delicate  silks  which  he 
imported  and  distributed  freely  among  the  maids  of  the  Dutch 
.settlement.  Among  the  luxuries  which  tlu^  young  pi'ince 
brought  from  France  was  a  grand  piano,  which  wa>  preservi  d 
only  to  be  burned  in  the  very  disastrous  tire  which  visited  the 
village  of  Carthage  in  I  s^l.  Itsantiijue  pattern  showed  the  legs 
connected  at  either  end  hy  an  elaborately  carved  hni'p  and 
braced  by  a  long  bar  of  solid  mahogany,  also  carved,  which 
united  tlu'  ends  as  ohl  fa>hi('iied  chairs  were  strengthened  by 
a  rung  exteutling  acros.-  the  middle.  The  piano  ivsted  upon 
carved  lions'  feet  while  at  each  end  were  di-awers  for  music. 

Nothing  now  remain>  of  Joachim,  a  city  '*  whose  glory 
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passed  away  wliile  yet  it  never  was."  The  name,  however, 
still  clings  to  a  bridge  and  (Uun  wliieh  were  built  when  the 
city  was  planned. 

The  prinee  married  an  American  woman  who,  when 
their  last  shred  of  fortune  liad  vanished,  opened  a  boarding- 
school  under  the  untitli'd  name  of  Madam  Murat.  The  writer 
of  a  sensational  article  which  ai>peared  in  Putnam's  ^lagazine 
in  1S53  under  tlie  caption  "  Have  We  a  liourbon  Among  us?  " 
attempted  to  foist  upon  the  world  a  marvelous  tale  stating 
that  the  well  beloved  preacher  to  the  Indians,  the  Kev.  Eleazur 
Williams,  was,  in  reality,  the  young  dauphin  son  of  I.ouisXA'I 
and  Marie  Antoinette  and  tliat  M.  Le  liay  de  Chaumont  was 
the  agent  of  Ids  rescue,  escape  and  preservation  in  the  safe 
solitudes  of  Northern  Xfw  York.  M.  \'inccnt  Le  liny  indig- 
nantly denied  the  charge  and  gave  the  (h'uial  all  the  publicity 
that  print  and  painstaking  distribution  could  provide. 
Lamartine  state>  that  the  miracle  of  silence  over  his  escape 
would  be  greater  than  his  miraeulous  escape  itself. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  name  so  worthy  of  i'<^mem- 
brance  as  is  that  of  Le  Ivay  should  l)e  omitted  from  the  }»ages 
of  history.  In  a  litV'  of  Lr.  Franklin,  which  has  been  recently 
published,  the  story  of  M.  Le  Kay's  hospitality  to  him  is 
pleasantly  t(dd  :  there  also  appears  a  picture  of  the  senior  Le 
Ray  and  a  picture  of  the  house  occupied  by  Dr.  Franklin 
during  his  nine  years'  rt^sidence  in  I'^rance.  The  building 
is  still  pointed  out  to  tourists  as  the  I'^ranklin  hous(\ 

M.  Le  I\ay  and  his  family  left  Anu'rica  and  returne<l  to 
France  in  June.  l.s;',().  He  died  in  I)ecend>er.  1S4(>.  aged  SO 
years.  leaving  llirec  children  and  t\\(»  >istcrs.  Alexander,  his 
youngest  son,  fell  in  a  duel  in  Texas  in  1S44.  Theresa, 
Countess  (U'  ( iouNc  ll* ».  ditd  in  1  So!',,  leaving  one  son  who  came 
to  this  country  in  ISSl.  having  been  invited   by  this  govern- 

a 


228 


merit  to  represent  the  I.e  Kay  family  at  the  centoniiial 
celebration  of  the  surrender  of  ("ornwaUis  at  Yorktown.  Before 
returnin<;-  he  visited  the  old  home  in  Jellerson  county.  Xin- 
cent  I.e  luiy,  who  succeeded  to  his  father's  estiite  in  1825,  was 
a  methodical  business  man,  and  thou<;h  strictly  honorable,  lie 
possessed  none  of  tlie  liberal  (]ualities  of  his  father.  He  died 
in  I88(j,  leavin^i;  one  son,  Charles,  Marques  de  8t.  l*aul,  a 
childless  man  witii  whose  death  the  historic  name  will  prob- 
ably cease. 


Two  01d=Fashioned  Boys. 


Ben  and  Juljy  Collins  were  coastino-  oiu>  Saturday  halt- 
holiday  on  a  sk'd  with  bent  runners.  I>en  was  tlie  elder  and 
the  more  serious.  Joby  was  more  athletic,  (juieker  of  percep- 
tion, and  slow  to  believe  what  he  could  not  see  with  his  own 
eyes  and  instantly  comprehend.  What  Ben  lacked  in  the 
perceptive  organs  he  fully  made  u{)  in  the  rellective.  Conse- 
quently he  was  slow,  in  tact,  clumsy,  and  Joby  was  constant- 
ly gettino-  the  "start  of  him  in  their  boyish  di vertisements. 
Ben's  easy  temi>erament  was  the  means  of  avoiding-  friclion 
over  Joby's  little  victories.  They  usually  a,i;reed  exce}»t  U[»(»ii 
scientific  matters  in  which  lien,  havinjx  a  thirst  for  knowled^^', 
was  greatly  intei-e^ted.  Ilis  rehash  of  natural  philosophy  was 
wholly  lost  upon  Joby  who  was  ske[»tical  and  at  times  bored 
by  his  brotlu-r's  discussion  of  cheoretical  and  applied  science 
which  he  fouml  in  an  old  volume  borrowed  from  a  neighlxn- 
who  once  lived  in  lV)ston. 

"Let's  take  one  more  slide  and  then  go  home,  do  the 
chores  and  gel  ready  lor  the  show,  "  suggested  l)en,  who, 
though  slow,  was  really  the  leading  spirit  in  the  enterprises  of 
the  I>oy's()wu  Kingdom. 

"  What  IS  the  show,  Ben,  "  inquired  the  other. 
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"  Why,  the  lally^rnph  '  'l\iv  thiii^;  that  talks  over  twen- 
ty miles  ol"  wire.  The  shuwmen  eoiiie  to  paw  for  to  get  the 
schoolhou^e  to  ^iw  the  show  in.  " 

"That's  iiawthin,  "  answered  Johy,  its  just  as  easy  to 
t.ilk  over  a  eoil  ol'  wirc^  as  (»ver  a  haiulsled.  Get  on — its  niy 
steer.  " 

But  the  wire  is  stretched  away  miles  and  miles  on  poles 

and  they  t;;lk  to  another  I'eUer  at  the  other  " 

Furt!:ei' explanation  w;is  preeluded  by  the  sj)eed  of  the 
sled  down  the  h)nu-  shjpe  whieh  dropped  them  gently  on  the 
ice  whieh  eovercd  La  Famine  and  the  lake  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reaeh. 

"  Now.  once  more  and  I'll  steer,"  urged  lien  when  they 
had  shot  far  out  on  the  iee. 

They  returned  to  the  toj)  of  the  hill  and  made  a  fresh 
start,  Ben  lying  down  and  making  a  rudder  of  a  new  copper- 
toed  hoot,  The  course  nuide  a  shar[)  turn  through  an  open 
gate  flanked  by  a  rail  fence. 

Ben  steered  too  much  and  the  sled  began  to  waver  in  its 
course. 

Look  out  I  "  warned  Job,  and  then  fiung  himself  off  into 
the  snow  whither  he  emerged  half  sutfocated  to  find  the  sled 
high  and  dry  in  the  rail  fence  and  poor  Ben  screeching  with 
pain.  It  was  characteristic  of  Ben's  lack  of  skill  that  he 
should  slam  int(»  the  fence. 

Oh  !  my  leg,  my  leg  !    It's  broke,  Joby.     Draw  me 
home  on  the  sled.    I — feel — so — sick.  " 

Joby  was  frightened,  but  as  he  did  things  without  ever 
thinking  he  very  (piiekly  mcnd('(l  the  wrecked  sled  with  cord 
and  then  all  but  linished  lien  in  rolling  him  onto  it.  lie  drew 
his  injured  brother  to  the  house  and  made  such  a  hullabaloo 
for  help  that  his  allrighted  parents  ran  to  meet  him  and  as- 
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sist  the  sufiforin;^  hoy  to  a  trundle  bed  which  was  hauled  from 
under  the  bed  in  the  recess. 

A  neighbor  was  s(."nt  on  horseback  for  a  doctor,  sixteen 
miles' distant,  and  grandmother  put  a  launch  of  i)ennyroyal 
steeping  because  as  she  said  "  if  a  sweat  did  him  no  good  it 
would  do  no  harm,  albeit  the  victim  of  tiie  accident  was  in 
such  pain  as  to  cause  the  perspiration  to  moisten  his  wIkjIc 
body. 

The  doctor  arrived  the  next  day  and  found  the  limb  al- 
ready set  and  boinid  in  splints  of  bark,  a  very  creditable  job, 
he  called  it,  and  left  instructions  for  })oor  Ben  to  keep  the  bed 
for  three  weeks,  when  he  would  return  and  examine  the  limb 
to  determine  the  success  of  the  process  of  healing. 

Now,  be  it  remembert  (1  that  the  (\)llins-es  were  a  social 
people  and  their  home  was  the  resort  of  neighbors  for  miles 
around.  Hank  Collins  was  a  popular  man,  though  not 
strong-minded,  and  while  he  entertained  some  political  })res- 
tige  he  was  not  a  leader,  but  a  man  whose  good  graces  were 
sought  by  would-be  leaders.  Hence  his  sayings  were  quoted 
as  from  an  authority,  and  he  was  brought  into  intercourse 
with  the  scattering  neighbors  more  fre<[uenlly  than  any  other 
one  of  them.  Moreover  he  was  a  subscriber  to  a  weekly  pa}»er 
published  in  I'tica. 

Ren  always  heard  what  was  said  by  elders  in  his  presence, 
and  pondtu'ed  nuieh  over  theii-  diseu-sions  whieh  he  insisted 
upon  retailing  to  voung  -h'h  who  did  not  al\v;i\'^  exhibit  the 
characteristic  of  hi<  inoi'c  patient  n.-inn'-akc. 

.)()!)  Went  to  the  schoolhoii.-e  in  the  evening,  and  tbi-  a 
sixj)enc(>  saw  the  new  telegrapli  e.xhibited.  Il(>  expl.ained  the 
instrument  to  T.en  in  the  tullowing  n<»t  \ery  lucid  terms: 

"The  show  didn't  mount  to  nnwthink  '  The  feller  set  up 
a  jiggei'-jrtbber  on  the  girls"  side  and  another  on  our  si<le,  and 
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run  out  some  wii-c  alonir  a  fence  and  the  trees  and  brung  it 
back  into  another  winth  r  and  hitched  it  to  another  jiiiger. 
Then  ho  stuck  a  wire  (h)\vn  a  knotdude  in  the  lloor,  and  some 
more  wires  into  some  di<hes  he  called  a  hatter.  Then  he  jig- 
gered one  machine  and  the  other  jiggered  just  like  it  and  the 
two  just  jigger-jahhered  and  there  wan't  nobody  anigli  to  it. 
He  had  a  paper  ribband  wound  on  a  wheel  and  a  clock  thing 
run  down  and  made  som(^  marks  on  the  ribband  just  like  the 
marks  he  made  on  the  blackboard.  Tiien  he  read  the  pin 
scratches  on  the  ribband  out  loud  and  said  it  said  '  In  God  we 
trust.'  I  hearn  Mr.  Marceau  say  it  was  all  a  humbug  and  we 
was  all  fooled.  Taw,  he  says  there  is  somethink  in  it,  but 
he  don't  know  what.  Some  say  there  is  and  some  say  lie's  a 
vanphilist  and  made  the  click-clack  on  tother  jigger  with  his 
mouth.  You  ain't  mist  anythink  and  I  haint  seen  anythink. 
Wusht  Ide  a  saved  my  sixpence  for  a  hunk  of  ginger  bread 
next  Fourth  July."  Aftei'  the  recital  Job  was  plied  with  so 
many  c[uestions  that  the  last  were  vaguely  answered  in  his 
sleep.  His  ideas  of  the  machiiK*  wctc  perhaps  as  clear  as 
those  of  most  of  the  adults  who  had  been  attracted  to  the  ex- 
hibition. 

Poor  Ben  I  All  his  life  he  had  wanted  to  see  something 
and  now  his  pain  nui>t  \)o  horne  with  additional  grief  because 
deprived  of  seeing  an  exhibition  of  electric  science.  His  feel- 
ings upon  this  subjiM-t  were  not  relii^ved  on  hearing  t\\v 
discussi(^ns  of  the  exhibit  which  occurred  almost  daily  among 
th(*  neighbor^  who  called  to  .-sympathize  with  lien  ami  borrow 
the  newspnpiM'. 

During  his  imprisonment  he  hear<l  nuich  talk  of  t!ic 
election  of  governor,  and  Hunkers,  Darn  liurners,  i'^ree ;  .ilcr.; 
and  Mudsills,  as  W(J1  as  .\nti-Masons.  He  was  wellawjire 
that  his  fadier  was  not  in  >vmi>athy  with  the  latter  as  he  had 
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heard  a  heated  (Uhate  ])et\veen  h\m  and  Rone  ^Farceau.  the 
latter  alle<;inL:;  that  lie  did  not  want  to  belong  to  a  party  of 
murderers  or  havt-  them  get  into  power  to  secretly  kill  oil' their 
enemies  at  will  and  leave  the  world  to  wonder  who  did  it. 

"  But  Free  ^hasonry  does  not  eneoura^^e  that  sort  of  thing 
any  more  than  does  the  Church  of  iuigland,"  protested  Mr. 
Collins. 

You  tell  me  that  !  You  know  as  well  as  I  they  killed 
Morgan,  threw  him  into  Niagara  river  and  then  one  night 
buried  him  in  three  graves.  You  know  that  hundreds  of 
other  unaccountable  murders  have  been  committed  in  the 
same  mysterious  way.  Do  you  want  a  government  of  mur- 
derers?" 

"No,  I  do  not.  But  I  do  not  like  to  see  my — a  party 
called  murderers  without  the  proof.  A  man  is  innocent  until 
he  is  proven  guilty.'' 

Marceau  was  a  pronounced  Anti  and  no  amount  ol  argu- 
ment would  convince  him  that  a  Free  ^hison  was  not  a  dis- 
guised murderer.  So  it  was  agreed  that  the  matter  .should 
not  be  further  discussed. 

About  ten  days  after  this  discussion  Ben  sat  upon  his 
trundle-bed,  which  was  far  too  small, in  the  house  alone.  Job, 
who  had  become  more  and  more  of  a  com})anion  during  Ben's 
stay  in  doors,  ran  in  all  out  of  breath. 

*'8ay,  Ben,  its  too  durn  bad  '  Can't  you  walk Try  it. 
I've  just  found  somt^  of  the  (jueerest  things  in  the  straw  stack. 
Silver'n  gold  things  !  " 

lien's  curiosity  w;is  fully  aronscd,  b(,--i(h's  he  had  been 
shut  u})  ten  days  and  was  like  a  caged  bii-d  once  free. 

''I  bleeve  I  can  hobble  out  there  and  back  before  any- 
body comes.  I  just  hopped  to  the  door  and  back  just  to  see 
if  I  could  move.  " 
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In  coarse  you  can,  "  vouclied  the  excited  Job.  "Ten 
days  is  time  enoiigli  to  lical  a  liorsi^'s  h^jj^.  Jlere,  take  pjranip's 
cane  and  the  tont;s.     I'll  hclj).  " 

Slowly  and  in  fear  Urn  stai-t('(|  on  the  short  journey  and 
with  Job's  encouraLreiiHMit  ht^  I'eacluMl  the  stack  much  to  his 
surprise  without  any  special  sulVering.  Once  there  Job  be^^an 
throwing  the  straw,  which  had  been  thrashed  with  a  flail, 
aside  with  a  Ibrk  made  of  the  crotch  of  a  hickory  stick. 

"What's  this?"  holding  up  n  pair  of  crossed  (piills. 
"And  here  is  a  cooper's  compass  stuck  on  a  scpiare  and  look 
at  these  great  keys  I  Here's  pole  hooks  and  a  big  letter  (  i, 
and  a  Bible — would  a  thief  steal  a  Bible,  r>en  ?  " 

"Well  how  do  you  know  any  of  it's  stole,     iniiuircnl  Ben. 

"How  else  could  it  get  into  the  straw,  then,"  queried  Job 
in  turn. 

"Well,  I  d(.)n't  say  as  how  it  was  st(jle,  but  I  just  believ(> 

its  a  Free  ^^ason's  " 

^Job  drop})ed  the  keys  with  an  exclamation  of  horror. 

"Do  you  suppose  this  is  what  they  kill  folks  with?" 

Ben  wasn't  sure,  but  at  his  suggestion  the  disc-overy  was 
again  secretinl  in  tlu'  straw  and  tlu^  l)oys  n-turned  to  the  house 
in  alarm  lest  thoy  >liould  nuct  the  of  Morgan  before  the 
return  of  tlu'ir  parent.-.  And  lien  began  to  fed  that  ])erhaps 
he  might  sutler  great  injuiy  from  de-ei'ting  his  be(|  belbre  he" 
had  permission. 

Wlien  the  parents  returned  the  boys  relale(l  news  of 

tiieii"  wondciful  lind  lo  tlieii'  niotbei-.  and  -he  in  tni-n  told 
their  fatliei-.  lie  seemed  >ni-j)ri>ed  and  a  little  fiustratt-d, 
then  sternly  bade  them  not  to  say  a  woi'd  to  a  soul  about  the 
matter. 

Next  ibrtMioon  -lob  pbieked  up  courage  cnouLih  to  again 
renK.)Ve  the  straw  so  a>  to  get  another  look   at   the  ,-liange 
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objects.  He  threw  (jut  a  ^M'cat  lot  of  the  straw  and  declared 
he  didn't  suppose  hv  had  Imried  it  so  deep.  After  an  extra 
effort  he  came  down  to  solid  straw  which  had  not  heen  dis- 
turbed. Not  until  ihvu  did  it  occur  to  him  that  the  wonder- 
ful things  he  had  seen  and  handled  had  gone  just  as  myster- 
iously as  they  had  ap[)ean'd.  When  he  made  report  of  the 
equally  strange  disap[)earanc'e  to  his  father,  that  worthy 
laconically  dismissed  the  subject  with  an  imperative: 
Shut  up  !  " 

It  was  but  a  few  days  after  Job's  discovery  that  the  doc- 
tor, with  mysterious  saddle  bags,  returned  to  visit  his  patient, 
only  to  find  him  knocking  about  with  his  injured  limb  lashed 
to  a  barrel  stave,  the  convex  surface  fitting  under  the  knee 
very  comfortably.  To  the  neighbors  the  boy's  leaving  his  bed 
a  week  before  the  date  fixed  by  the  doctor  was  a  triumph  of 
their  inherent  opposition  to  [)rofessional  science. 

But  what  could  you  exi)ect,  "  remarked  PhmTs  mother, 
what  could  you  exp(.'Ct  from  a  doctor  who  has  a  mustache?" 
It  was  agreed  thjit  a  man  .<o  dandified  as  to  grow  a  mus- 
tache could  not  be  very  smart  to  say  nothing  of  professional 
knowledge.  As  for  Ben.  he  was  too  anxious  to  get  away  to  his 
accustomed  outdoor  pastimes  to  debate  the  question  of  the 
knitting  of  the  bones  bi'tween  th(^  doctor's  skill  and  the  awful 
doses  of  jalap,  boncsct  tea  and  caloiiu-l  administered  by  his 
anxious  grandmother  who  had  a  Thomaonian  specific  in  every 
weed  in  the  forest. 

I'm  just  death  on  the  fever,  "  slie  would  say,  "  and  gin 
me  a  pK-nty  ot"  t\'Ver-wre(|  and  pennyroyal,  and  keej»  tliein 
from  a  tilling  them>elves  with  water  Hn<l  I'll  warn  you  they'll 
come  out  all  right  unles^  it  happens  as  it  did  with  lluldy 
Dobbins,  she  that  was  a  Purse.  She  was  outen  her  head  and 
once  wIkmi  she  didn't  know  what  .she   was  ab(jut  and  the 
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watchers  was  ask-ep  she  just  went  to  the  sprino;  und  <]r:nik 
and  drank.  I  took  care  of  \\vy  myself  arter  that  and  sh(^  was 
right  sick  for  a  fortni<^lit,  hut  she  (li(hi"t  u;et  another  (h'oj)  of 
water  you  may  (h'pend  " 

The  old  lady  drew  a  (day  })ipe  from  the  ashes  where  it 
had  been  placed  to  Inirn  it  out,  and  tilling  it  smoked  com- 
placently in  silence.  Ah  !  Could  a  maehiiie  for  record in<; 
thought  be  had  what  a  world  of  reminiscence  could  have  been 
rescued  from  oblivion  as  the  dear  old  lady  smoked  and 
dreamed  of  her  days  of  activity     down  at  old  Glosster." 

Some  hardships  l)efell  the  early  settlers  on  this  fertile 
point,  and  aniong  the  most  annoying  little  things  was  losing 
the  fire.  Mrs.  Collins  was  attending  a  sick  neighbor  ;  her 
husband  had  gone  to  the  Harbor  with  a  grist  drawn  by  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  the  trip  would  require  two  days.  The  boys  and 
their  grandmother  were  left  alone  and  such  a  bustling  prepara- 
tion for  dinner  had  not  stirred  up  the  but-and-ben  of  a  house 
since  last  Thanksgiving,  when  the  occasion  was  made 
memorable  by  the  rescue  of  four  half-drowned  settlers  udio 
had  been  cast  upon  the  shore  in  the  night  and  l)rougiit  back 
to  life  in  the  hospitable  cheer  of  the  Collins  lireplace. 

The  old  lady  was  intent  upon  getting  up  a  bounteous 
meal  of  rye-and-Indian  bread  and  corned  beef  with  cabbage. 
When  she  had  broiled  some  salt  pork  before  the  end>ers.  and 
freshened  it  by  dipj)ing  the  si/./.ling  piece  in  a  goui-d  of  cold 
water  often,  and  then  again  bringing  it  to  the  coals,  she  set 
about  further  preparation  so  interestedly  as  to  forget  the  low 
fire.  When  she  hung  a  kettle  on  the  crane  -he  was  surprised 
to  find  the  fiiv  out.  Xot  a  live  ember  ri'mained.  There  was 
no  tinder  box,  and  the  punk  Mr.  Collins  had  taken  with  him. 

Joby,"  she  said  solemnly,  '"the  lire's  lost.    You  will 
have  to  go  down  to  L'ncle  Hiram's  and  get  some  tire,  and  get 
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back  quick  as  ever  you  can.  Here,  take  the  tongs,  and 
hurry." 

It  was  two  miles  to  tlie  iiei<i:hhor's  and  a  four  mile  trudge 
in  the  snow  did  not  promise  any  unusual  amusement,  flow- 
ever,  he  was  accustomed  to  obeying,  and  that  at  once  Off 
he  trudged  with  the  tongs  astride  his  neck  and  in  (hie  time 
made  his  errand  kni^wn  at  the  neighbor's  door,  lie  walke^l 
in  without  rapping,  and  was  cordially  recoiveU.  A  big 
twisted  doughnut  and  a  ydhjw  mug  of  souj)  was  brought,  and 
the  same  relished  with  the  truly  enviable  appetite  of  a  hungry 
boy. 

The  end  of  a  burning  stick  was  caught  in  the  tongs  and 
Joby  started  for  home,  giving  the  ember  an  occasional  whirl 
over  his  head  to  keep  it  "alive.''  Weary  and  wet  the  plucky 
lad  arrived  at  his  father's  clearing  and  climbed  the  rail  and 
brush  fence,  llis  foot  slipped  and  he  plunged  off  into  the 
snow  whither  he  emerged  half  suffocated.  The  ember  had 
fallen  to  the  op]>osite  side  of  the  fence  and  sizzled  and  smoked 
and  steamed  as  poor  Joby  scrambled  around  in  the  snow 
vainly  searching  for  the  tongs.  These  were  tbund  lodged  in 
the'fence  just  as  be  was  ready  to  give  up  and  cry.  But  his 
jov  was  (piickly  gone.  An  ominous  sih^nce  m  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  er>twbile  -puttering  ember  tilled  him  with  disap- 
pointment.    The  cheiished  live  coal  was  black  and  dead. 

Job  let  out  just  one  wail,  an<l  then  resoluttJy  turned  back 
for  anothei-  brand,  and  in  so  doing  exhibited  the  courage  and 
fortitude  of  the  pioneers  who  subdued  the  wooded  and  rocky 
Black  RiviM- country.  Our  young  hero  was  successful  in  the 
second  etl'ort.  and  as  he  dried  himself  before  the  big  criickling 
tire  he  soon  recovere<l  his  wonted  spirits  and  animation. 

His  father  returned  unexpectedly  that  night  having  left 
the  grist  to  be  gi'nund  next  day,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Mr. 
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Marccau  should  romniii  with  the  grist.  Wliat  was  his  surpi-ise 
on  going  after  it  to  nioet  Mr.  >hircoau  wlio  had  returned  hve 
or  six  miles  of  the  distanee  and  hruught  tiie  two  hags  of  grist 
by  carrying  one  some  distanee  and  setting  it  down,  returning 
for  the  other.  lie  was  eareful  nottoge't  eithei"  out  of  his  sight, 
and  in  the  return  traversed  the  di>tanee  three  times. 

Spring  arrived  with  its  attendant  Hoods  and  a  hig  run  of 
suckers,  which  ereatt,'(l  no  end  of  anuisL-ment  for  the  few  hoys 
in  the  neighhorhood  who  iiad  a  great  joke  on  IJone  Mareeau. 
He  and  another  neighbor  were  catching  suckers  with  a  small 
scoopnet,  and  the  better  t(^  preserve  them  they  weretlirown  in 
a  rockhole  which  contained  water.  Tliey  had  captured  almost 
a  hundred  of  them  when  they  decided  that  it  were  needless  to 
continue  the  slaughter.  They  were  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find  not  a  fish  in  the  hole  and  still  more  surprised  to  find 
in  it  a  communication  with  the  creek  out  of  which  the  one  })0or 
sucker  pas.^ed  and  repasse<l  only  to  becaugiit  up  and  to.'^sed  back 
again  until  almost  exhausted.  Joking  Marceau  was  a  serious 
thing,  however,  especially  as  Tubbs,  the  cooper,  had  related 
the  incident  and  the  boys  knew  him  tor  a  funny  old  joker. 

Tubbs  was  a  j)rimc  favorite  with  the  boys.  He  had  told 
them  that  he  was  in  a  circu^  before  his  arrival  in  their  com- 
munity and  the  wondert'ul  feats  he  [m  rtbi'med  and  saw 
performed  completely  won  the  boys  over  to  liolding  a  candle 
for  him  as  he  worked  of  an  evtMiing.  and  to  go  on  aU  manner 
of  errands.  He  told  tlu'm  the  most  delightful  bogie . -topics 
about  banshees  and  death-ticks. 

A  favorite  yarn  was  hi>  experii-nci'  of  driving  a  corpse  at 
a  funeral  "-down  east."  lie  had  a  ])air  of  horses  attached  U) 
a  long  sled. 

"The  ground  was  l)ai'e  in  >pots  "  >aid  he,  "  and  rough  in 
places.     The  ci^tiin   was  placed   in   thr  "^-lA  and  all  ueut  web 
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until  tilt'  (k'sccnt  of  a  l)i«^^  hill  was  coinniciiced.  It  was  bare 
and  rough.  T\\o  coilin  joltrd  around  a  good  deal  and  bimby 
the  lid  rattltMl  oil'.  TIk^  corpse  was  a  nnin  who  had  long 
whiskers  under  his  ehin.  I  glanced  backward  over  my 
shoulder  and  got  a  fair  look  at  liini.  His  whiskers  were 
blowing  over  the  edge  of  the  cotlin  and  as  I  was  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  sle<l  I  thought  he  was  getting  up  to  take  mc.  I  put 
the  birch  on  the  horses  and  broke  away  from  the  perseshun 
and  brought  up  at  tin.'  graveyard  half  an  hour  ahead  of  the 
others.  lUit  it  was  mighty  (]ueer  the  lid  had  got  back. to  its 
place  and  I  always  bleeved  the  old  feller  just  reached  out  for 
it  and  fastened  himsi-lf  in." 

Just  then  old  Jininiy  came  back  from  the  woods  whither 
he  had  been  sent  by  the  cooper  to  fetch  the  horse.  Jimmy 
was  a  wit  and  he  and  the  coo[)er  were  never  happier  than 
when  bandying  each  other  with  a  half  dozen  boys  to  appre- 
ciate their  sayings.  Jimmy  stuttered  badly  at  times  and  on 
this  occasion  he  returned  without  the  horse. 

"  S-s-t-d-d-ggg  *'  stammered  poor  Jimmy. 

"  Sing  it,"  shouted  the  cooper. 

"The  divil  a  harse  cud  1  see-e  I  "  sang  Jimmy,  and  the 
boys  dodged  behind  the  shop  to  have  a  laugh  at  the  unex- 
pected response. 

It  was  .Vpril  and  the  Collins  boys  and  some  othrrs  had 
an  undivided  interest  in  a  log  canoe.  With  such  a  frail  craft 
they  made  long  excursions  u{)  and  down  shore,  and  even 
riixgt-^d  up  a  sijuare  sail  o\ii  of  a  wo(»len  blanket.  They  sailed! 
to  the  islands  and  paddled  back.  {»roud  of  their  skill  as 
navigators,  and  e  .cn  talked  of  a  voyage  to  the  Harbor  to  Si'C 
the  general  training.  lUit  it  was  .<oon  swimming  time  and 
thev  lived  a  lit'e  worth  living. 

i'he  lirst  mv.:ii  of  liir     a-^oii  chiiled  them   blue  but  they 
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declared  the  water  warm  and  on  coming  out  met  Valiant 
Smith  and  he,  holding  up  two  lingers  and  proposed  they  go  in 
again. 

"  Go  in  just  once  more,  "  he  plead,  and  althougli  quak- 
ing the  boys  all  plunged  back  and  never  a  one  was  the  worse 
for  the  cold  dip. 

SCHOOL 

The  summer  term  of  the  district  school  was  to  open  with 
a  lady  teacher.  The  building  was  made  of  si^uared  logs  and 
warmed  with  a  big  fire})laco  opposite  the  only  door.  Pine 
seats  ran  around  the  walls,  and  these  were  confronted  by  pine 
desks  attached  to  which  was  a  low  seat  which  served  the  pur- 
pose of  recitation  seats. 

During  the  i)receding  winter  term  a  blackboard  had  been 
placed  on  either  side  of  the  door.  A  water  pail  occupied  a 
bench  on  the  right  and  a  high  desk  filled  the  portion  of  the 
opposite  side  not  occupied  by  the  seats.  Paper  wads  crusted 
the  ceiling,  and  the  seats  showed  strange  characters  deep- 
carved  and  filled  with  dried  ink.  The  windows  were  small 
and  filled  with  scven-by-nine  })anes.  The  "  forest  prime- 
val" grew  in  the  yard,  and  primitive  rocks,  rearing  their  ugly 
heads  out  of  the  soil,  stubbed  many  a  bare  toe  the  while  the 
term  lasted. 

Ben  and  .Job  arose  early  on  the  tirst  day  of  school  and 
iust  at  daylight  repaired  to  the  schoolliouse,  and  crawling  into 
a  window,  selected  their  seats  for  the  term.  Others  soon  ar- 
rived and  as  they  worked  their  way  in  lu  ii  and  Job  set  up  a 
yell  that  scared  the  intruders  nlmosi  into  lit-.  Their  seats  se- 
lected and  books  depositnl.  an  adjcturnment  was  taken  to  the 
yard,  some  bats  an<l  a  leather-c(»ven  d  ball  were  produced  and 
a  game  of  four-oM-eal  was  stai  t«  d.  l>en  was  catcher,  and  h(> 
got  too  close  to  (lie  bat.     .V-  tile  l)at>iuan,  with  a  foot  on  tbr 
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bye,  drew  back  to  sock  the  ball  out  into  the  woods  his  club 
came  in  contact  with  lien's  face.  The  smile  faded  and  tears 
flowed. 

I  just  wanted  to  see  if  I  could  strike  the  ball  hard 
enough  to  make  the  fire  fly  as  Tubbs  says  he  usto,"  said  the 
striker,  "  but  I  didn't  know  Ben  was  so  close." 

The  repairs  took  sonic  time  and  when  the  boys  were 
ready  for  something  else  the  teacher  arrived.  She  was  a  little 
woman  of  uncertain  age,  but  full  of  determination.  The 
boys  hung  about  the  door  while  the  big  barefooted  girls  went 
spat,  spat  into  the  schoolhouse  behind  the  teacher.  Soon 
there  was  a  cloud  of  dust  issuing  from  the  door  and  windows. 

'•Will  some  of  the  young  gentlemen  bring  in  some  cedar 
boughs  for  the  fire-place  ?  " 

Slowly  they  start^-d.  "  Young  gentlemen,"  they  re- 
peated, but  all  the  same  they  brought  in  more  than  would  fill 
the  i)lack  cavern  of  a  fireplace.  A  sharp  rapping  on  the 
window  assembled  the  scliool  in  their  seats  and  the  reign  of 
the  new  teacher  was  fairly  i)Oirun  over  a  colony  of  homespun 
trowsers  and  gingham  a[)rons. 

The  first  class  in  reading  was  called  out  and  stood  in  a 
row  in  front  of  the  teacher's  desk.  Tlie  book  used  was  the 
English  iLrader  wliieli  \vns  filled  with  horrible  narratives  of 
Indian  massacre,  suirering>  <  tf  wreekeci  humanity  at  sea,  earth- 
quakes, executions  and  death  in  tVightfid  form.  On  the  other 
hand  the  work  contains  >ome  of  the  best  S(»lections  of  Engli>h 
verse  as  Well  as  prose  in  existence.  To  test  the  new  corner- in 
tlie  class  the  following  selections  were  read  from  books  with 
wooden  covers  : 

Tin:  i-i;aks  and  tiik  wkks. 
As  two  N'oung  1m  .lis.  iji  wanton  mood 
Forth  issuing  fioni  a  neighlioring  wood, 

a 
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Come  where  th'  industrious  bees  had  stor'd, 
In  artful  cells,  ihv'w  luscious  hoard  ; 
O'erjoy'd  they  sci/Anl,  with  eager  haste. 
Luxurious  on  the  rich  repast. 
Alarni'd  at  this,  the  little  crew 
About  their  ears  vindictive  flew. 

The  beasts,  unable  to  sustain 
Th'  unequal  combat,  ([uit  th<'  plain  ; 
Half-blind  with  rage,  and  mad  with  pain. 
Their  native  shelter  they  regain  ; 
There  sit,  and  now,  discreeter  grown, 
Too  late  their  rashness  tluy  bemoan  ; 
And  this  by  dear  experience  gain. 
That  pleasure's  ever  bought  with  pain. 

So  when  the  gilded  l)aits  of  vice 
Are  plac'd  before  our  longing  eyes, 
With  greedy  haste  we  snatch  our  fill. 
And  swallow  down  the  latent  ill  ; 
But  when  experience  o})ens  our  eyes. 
Away  the  fancied  pleasure  Hies, 
It  flies,  but  oh  !  too  late  we  find. 
It  leaves  a  real  sting  behind. 

THE   YOUTH    AND   THK   PH  1 1.(  >S( )  I'H  1  :K  . 

A  Grecian  youth  of  talents  rare, 

Whom  Plato's  philosopliic  care 

Had  form'd  for  virtue's  nobler  view. 

By  j)recept  and  rxample  too. 

Would  often  boast  his  matchless  skill. 

To  curb  the  steed  and  guide  the  wheel  ; 

And  as  he  pass'd  the  gazing  throng, 
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With  graceful  case,  and  siiiackM  tlic  tlionu^, 
The  idiot  wonder  they  express'd, 
Was  praise  and  transj)()rt  to  his  breast. 

At  length,  (juite  vain,  he  needs  would  show 

His  master  what  his  art  e(tuld  do, 

And  bade  his  slaves  the  chariot  lead 

To  Acadenius'  sacred  shade. 

The  trembling  gi'ove  contess'd  its  fright, 

The  wood-nymphs  started  at  the  sight  ; 

The  muses  drop  the  learned  lyre, 

And  to  their  inmost  sluulcs  retire. 

Ilowe'er,  the  youth,  with  forward  air. 
Bows  to  the  sage,  and  mounts  the  car. 
The  lash  resounds,  the  coursers  spring. 
The  chariot  marks  the  rolling  ring. 
And  gath'ring  crowds,  with  eager  eyes, 
And  shouts,  })ursue  him  as  he  Hies. 

Triumphant  to  the  goal  returiTd. 
With  nobler  thirst  his  bosom  burn'd  : 
And  now  along  th'  idcnted  plain. 
The  self-same  track  he  marks  again, 
Pursues  with  care  the  uwl'  design. 
Nor  ever  deviates  from  the  line. 
Amazement  seizM  tlic  circling  crowd  : 
The  youths  with  cinulation  giowM  : 
Kv'n  bearded  saucs  hail'd  the  l>oy  ; 
And  all  but  riato  ga/.M  with  j(\v. 

For  he,  dcrp-judging  sagt\  bchrld 
With  })ain  the  trium[)hs  of  the  lii  Id  ; 
And  when  tlie  charioteer  drew  nigh, 
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And,  fluflliM  with  liopc,  had  caught  hi?  eye — 
"Alas!  unliap[)y  youth/'  lie  ery'd, 
Expect  no  [)r;iise  tVoni  me,"  (and  sigh'd.) 

"  With  indignation  I  survey 
Such  skill  and  judgment  thrown  away  ; 
The  time  profusely  squandcr'd  there, 
On  vulgar  arts  heneath  thy  care, 
If  well  eniployM,  at  less  expense. 
Had  taught  thee  honor,  virtue,  sense  ; 
And  rais'd  thee  from  a  coachman's  fate. 
To  govern  men,  and  guide  the  state." 

EARTIKH'AKK   AT  (  ATAXKA. 

One  of  the  eartlKjuakes  most  particularly  described  in 
history  is  that  which  happened  in  the  year  1G93;  the  damages 
of  which  were  chiefly  felt  in  Sicily,  hut  its  motion  was  per- 
ceived in  (iermany,  France  and  England.  It  extended  to  a 
circumference  of  two  thou.sand  six  hundred  leagues,  chiefly 
affecting  the  sea  coasts  and  great  rivers,  more  perceivable  also 
upon  the  mountains  than  in  the  valleys. 

Its  motions  were  so  rapid  that  persons  who  lay  at  their 
length,  were  to.s^ed  from  side  to  side  as  upon  a  rolling  billow. 
The  walls  were  dashed  from  their  foundations,  and  no  fewer 
than  fifty  cicies,  with  an  inc-reditable  number  of  villages,  were 
either  destroyed  or  greatly  damaged.  The  city  of  (  atanea  in 
particular  was  utterly  overthrown.  A  traveller  who  was  on  his 
way  thitlu  r  pi'i-eei\(  d  at  the  «listanee  of  some  miles,  a  black 
cloud  like  night,  hanging  over  the  jtlace. 

The  sea  all  of  a  -udden  be'^an  to  roar.  Mount  .Etna  to 
send  forth  great  spires  of  llames,  and  .^<»on  after  a  shock  en- 
sui'd  with  ji  noi-e  as  if  all  the  artillery  in  the  world  had  been 
at  once  diseliargrd.     ihw  travrll«T  being  obliged  to  alight  in- 
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stantly,  felt  himself  raixMl  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and  turn- 
ing his  eyes  to  tho  city  he  with  amazement  saw  nothing  but  a 
thick  cloud  of  dust  in  the  air. 

The  birds  Hew  about  astonished,  the  sun  was  darkened, 
the  beasts  ran  howling  from  the  hills,  and  although  the  shock 
did  not  continue  above  three  minutes,  yet  near  nineteen  thou- 
sand of  the  inhabitants  of  Sicily,  [)erished  in  the  ruins.  Cat- 
anea,  to  which  city  the  describer  was  traveling,  seemed  the 
principal  scene  of  ruin,  its  place  only  was  to  be  found,  and 
not  a  footstep  of  its  former  magnificence  was  to  be  seen  re- 
maining. 

The  following  lines  were  read  in  concert,  and  thundering 
accent  of  the  boys  with  changing  voices  which  sometimes  rose 
to  a  strange  falsetto,  mingled  with  the  piping  sopranos  was 
indeed  a  strange  exhibition  of  rhetorical  exercises  : 

THE   NKiHTINGALE   AND   THE  (iLOW-WOKM. 

A  nightingale,  that  all  day  long 
Had  cheer'd  the  village  with  his  song, 
Nor  yet  at  eve  his  note  suspended, 
Nor  yet  when  eventide  was  ended, 
Began  to  feel,  as  well  he  might, 
The  keen  demands  of  appetite  ; 
When,  looking  eagerly  around. 
He  spied  far  off  uj)on  tln^  ground. 
A  .something  shining  in  the  dark. 
And  knew  the  glow-worm  by  his  spark. 
So.  stoctping  down  from  hawthorn  top 
Ho  thought  to  put  him  in  his  crop. 

Tho  worm,  aware  of  hi-  intent. 
Harangued  him  thus,  right  elorpuMit — 
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''Did  you  admire  my  lam}),  "  quoth  ho, 
"  As  much  as  I  your  minstrelsy, 
You  would  abhor  to  do  me  wrong, 
As  nuK'h  as  I  to  spoil  your  song  ; 
For  'twas  the  selt-same  pow'r  divine, 
Taught  you  to  sing  and  me  to  shine  ; 
That  you  with  musie,  1  with  light, 
Might  Vicautily  and  cheer  the  night.  " 

The  songster  heard  his  short  oration, 
And,  warbling  out  his  approbation, 
Keleas'd  him,  as  my  story  tells, 
And  found  a  supi)er  somewhere  else. 
Hence,  jarring  sectaries  may  learn, 
Their  ri'al  int'rest  to  discern  ; 
That  brother  should  not  war  with  brother 
And  worry  and  devour  each  other : 
But  sing  and  shine  by  sweet  consent. 
Till  life's  poor,  transient  night  is  spent  ; 
Respecting  in  each  ot iter's  case 
The  gifts  of  nature  and  of  grace. 

Those  Christians  best  deserve  the  name, 
Who  studiously  make  peace  their  aim  : 
Peace,  both  the  duty  and  the  })rize 
Of  him  that  creei)s,  and  him  that  flies. 
The  teacher  wishing  to  introduce  a  new  reader  placed  in 
the  hands  of  lu-r  pupils  a  new  book  callecl  the  American  Pre- 
ceptor, and  to  instruct  the  cla-s  tliey  were  permitted  to  read 
longer  than  was  the  custom.     And  the  following  selections 
were  "  j)racticL'd  "  up<'n  : 

SINOl'LAK    AIAKNTI  KK   OF   CKNllKAL  ITTNAM. 

When  General  Putnam  tirst  moved  to  Pomfret,  in  Con- 
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necticut,  in  the  year  17.'»*.>.  the  countrv  was  lu-w  and  much 
infested  with  wolves.  (Jn^at  havoc  was  made  among  tlu* 
sheep  by  a  she  wolf  which  with  iier  annual  whelps,  had  for 
several  years  continued  in  that  vicinity.  The  young  ones 
were  commonly  destroyed  hy  the  vigilanc(>  of  the.  hunters  ; 
but  the  old  one  was  too  sagacir)us  to  he  ensnared  l)V  them. 

This  wolf,  at  U-ngth,  became  such  an  intolerable 
nuisance,  that  Mr.  Putnam  entered  into  a  cond)ination  with 
five  of  his  neighbors  to  huTit  alternately  until  they  could  des- 
troy her.  Two  by  rotation,  were  to  be  constantly  in  pursuit. 
It  was  known,  that,  having  lost  the  toes  from  one  foot  by  a 
steel  trap,  she  made  one  track  shorter  than  the  other. 

By  this  vestige,  the  pursuers  recognized,  in  a  light  snow, 
the  route  of  this  pernicious  animal.  Having  followed  her  to 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  found  she  had  turned  back  in  a 
direct  course  towards  Pomfret.  they  immediately  returned, 
and  by  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  bloodhounds  had 
driven  her  into  a  den,  about  three  miles  distant  from  the 
house  of  Mr.  Putnam. 

The  people  soon  collected  with  dogs,  guns,  straw,  fire 
and  sulphur,  to  att;u-k  the  common  enemy.  With  this  ap- 
paratus, several  unsuccessful  ellbrts  were  made  to  force  her 
from  the  den.  The  hounds  came  back  badly  wounded  and 
refused  to  return.  The  smoke  ot  Idazing  straw  had  n(>  ellect. 
Nor  did  the  fumes  of  burnt  brimstone,  with  which  the  cavern 
was  filled,  compel  her  to  <pht  the  retirement. 

W'i'aried  with  >uch  fruitli-><  attem pts  (  which  had  br(»ught 
the  time  to  ten  o'clock  ai  night  )  Mi'.  Putnam  tried  once  niori' 
to  make  his  dog  enter,  but  in  vain  :  he  })ropose(l  to  hi.«^  negro 
man  to  go  down  into  tiie  cavern  and  shoot  the  wolf.  The 
negro  declined  (he  hazardous  >crvi<  e. 

Then  ir  was  that  tluMr  master,  angry  at  the  di>appoint- 


248 


TWO  uLD-rAsm<)Ni:i)  boys. 


nient,  and  doclariiif^  that  hc>  was  ashaiiu-d  of  havinp^  a  coward 
in  liis  family,  resolved  himself  to  destroy  the  I'eroeious  heast, 
lest  she  should  escape  through  some  unknown  fissure  of  the 
rock. 

His  neighbors  stronij^ly  remontrated  against  the  perilous 
enterprise  ;  l)ut  ho  knowing  that  wild  animals  were  intimid- 
ated by  tire,  and  having  provided  several  strips  of  bircli  bark, 
the  only  conbustible  material  which  he  could  obtain,  which 
would  afford  light  in  this  deej)  and  darksome  cave,  prepared 
for  his  descent. 

Having  accordingly,  divested  liimself  of  his  coat  and  waist- 
coat, and  having  a  long  rope  fastened  round  his  legs,  by 
which  he  might  bo  [)ullod  back,  at  a  concerted  signal,  he 
entered,  head  foremost,  with  the  blazing  torch  in  his  hand. 

Having  groped  his  passage  till  he  came  to  a  horizontal 
part  of  the  den,  the  most  terrifying  darkness  appeared  in  front 
of  the  dim  circle  of  light  atforded  by  the  torch.  It  was  silent 
as  the  house  of  death.  N^ne  but  monsters  of  the  desert  had 
ever  before  explored  this  solitary  mansion  of  horror. 

He  cautiously  j)roceeding  onward,  came  to  an  ascent, 
which  he  slowly  mounted  on  his  hands  and  knees  until  he 
discovered  the  glaring  eyeballs  of  the  wolf,  who  was  sitting  at 
the  extremity  of  the  cavern.  Startled  at  the  sight  of  fire,  she 
gnashed  her  teeth  and  gave  a  sullen  growl. 

As  soon  as  he  had  made  the  necessary  discovery  he 
kicked  the  rope  as  a  signal  for  pulling  him  out.  The  people, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  den.  who  liad  listened  with  painful  anx- 
iety, hearing  the  growling  of  the  wolf,  and  supposing  their 
friend  to  be  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  drew  him  forth 
with  such  celerity  that  he  was  strip})ed  of  his  clothes,  and 
severely  bruised. 

After  he  had  adjusted  his  clothes,  and  loaded  his  gun 
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with  nine  buck  sliot,  holding  ;i  torch  in  ono  hand  and  the 
musket  in  tlie  othcM-,  he  descended  a  second  time.  When  he 
drew  nearer  than  before,  the  wolf  assuming  a  still  more  fierce 
and  terrible  appeai-ance,  howling,  rolling  her  eyes,  snap{)ing 
her  teeth,  and  dropping  her  head  between  her  legs  was 
evidently  in  tht^  attitude  and  on  the  j)oint  of  springing  on 
him. 

At  this  critical  instant  he  leveled  and  fire^l  at  her  head. 
Stunned  with  the  shock  and  sutlocated  with  the  smoke  he  im- 
mediately found  himself  drawn  out  of  the  cave,  l^ut  having 
refreshed  himself  and  permitted  the  smoke  to  dissipate  he 
went  down  a  third  time. 

Once  more  he  came  within  sight  of  the  wolf,  who  appear- 
ing very  passive,  he  ap[)licd  the  lurch  to  her  nose,  and  per- 
ceiving her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  her  ears  and  then  kicking 
the  ro})e,  still  tied  round  his  legs,  the  people  above  with  no 
small  exultation,  dragged  them  both  out  together. 

STORY  or   LO(iAX,    A   MIN"(iO  CllllZr. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1774,  a  rol)bery  an<l  nuirder 
were  connnilted  on  an  inhabitant  of  the  frontiers  of  \'irginia 
by  two  Indians  of  the  Sluiwanese  tribe.  The  neighboring 
whites,  according  to  their  custom,  undertook  to  punisli  this 
outrage  in  a  summary  way.  Colonel  C'ri\sap,  a  man  infamous 
for  the  many  murders  he  had  connnitted  on  these  much  in- 
jured })eople,  collei-ted  a  ])arty  and  proceeded  down  the  Kan- 
haway  in  <[Uest  ot"  vengeance. 

rnfortiuiately,  a  canoe  of  women  and  children,  with  one 
man  oidy,  was  seen  coming  from  the  ftpposite  shore,  unarmed, 
and  unsuspecting  any  hostile  attack  from  tiie  whites.  Cresaj) 
and  his  party  conceaU'd  themselves  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
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and  thciuonK'iit  the  canoe  reached  the  shore,  singled  out  their 
objects,  and,  at  one  lire,  killed  every  person  in  it. 

This  hapjx-ned  to  he  the  laniily  of  Logan,  who  had  long 
been  distinguished  as  the  tViend  of  the  whites.  This  unworthy 
return  provoked  his  vengeance.  lie  accordingly  signalized 
himself  in  the  war  which  ensued. 

In  tlie  autunui  of  the  same  year,  a  decisive  battle  was 
fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  (Ircat  Kenhaway,  hetween  the 
collected  forces  of  the  Shawanese,  Mingoesan<l  Delawares,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  \'irginia  militia.  Tlie  Indians  were 
defeated  and  sued  for  peace. 

Logan,  however,  disdained  to  he  seen  among  the  sup- 
plicants; hut,  lest  the  sincerity  of  a  treaty  should  be  distrust- 
ed, from  whicli  so  distinguished  a  ciiicf  absented  himself,  he 
sent  by  a  messenger,  the  following  speech,  to  be  delivered  to 
Lord  Dunmore : 

"  I  a})peal  to  any  white  man  to  say  if  ever  he  entered 
Logan's  cabin  hungry,  and  he  gave  him  no  meat;  il  ever  he 
came  cold  and  naked,  and  he  ch»thed  him  not.  During  the 
last  long  and  blo(Mly  war,  Logan  remained  idle  in  his  cabin, 
an  advocate  for  peace. 

"  Such  was  my  love  for  tlu^  whites,  that  my  countrymen 
"pointed  as  they  pa-sed  i)y,  an<l  said.  Logan  is  the  friend  of 
white  men.  1  had  even  thought  to  have  lived  with  you,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  injui-ies  of  one  man.  ( 'olonel  (Jresap,  the 
last  spring,  in  cold  blood,  and  unpi'ovoked.  nnirdered  all  the 
relations  of  Logan,  not  e\en  sparing  my  women  an<l  ehihlren. 

••There  runs  not  a  drop  of  my  blood  in  the  veins  of  any 
living  ert^iture.  This  ealle(l  on  me  for  revenge.  1  have 
fought  it  ;  I  have  killetl  many  ;  1  have  fully  glutted  my 
vengeance.  ^^)r  my  eounti-y,  I  rejoiei^  at  the  beams  of  j)eace  ; 
but  do  not  harbnr  a   ih«'U;^lii  (bat  mine  is  the  Joy  of  fi'ar. 
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Logan  never  felt  ivdv.  \lv  will  not  turn  on  his  heel  to  save 
his  lifo.     Who  is  there  to  niourn  for  Logan?    Not  one." 

This  exercise  over,  the  smaller  children  were  called  out 
and  read  from  \\'el)st(M-'s  spelling  hook.  There  was  no  inter- 
mediary reader  hetween  the  speller  and  the  English  reader. 
Passing  upward  tVum  the  one  to  the  other  was  a  severe  test, 
but  one  coveted  hy  those  who  knew  by  rote  the  story  ot  the 
Maid  and  the  Milk,  the  hoy  in  the  apple  tree  who  would  not 
come  down  when  the  fiirnier  threw  grass,  and  the  other  few 
moral  stories  "  for  the  insti'uction  of  the  very  young." 

I/cn  often  declared  that  "  'rithmetic  was  his  best  holt,''  and 
it  was  therefore  with  a  secret  delight  that  he  joined  the  class 
when  it  was  called,  lie  felt  that  here  was  one  subject  at  least 
in  which  he  would  fully  ac(|uit  himself  and  make  an  impres- 
sion of  the  ac(|uirement  upon  the  new  teacher.  The  text- 
book was  "  Kuger's  New  System  of  Arithmetick."  The  pub- 
lisher was  William  linger,  A.  H.,  author  of  a  grammar  and  at 
least  one  other  school-bonk.  ;nid  printed  in  Watertown,  N.  Y., 
by  Knowlton  Kice. 

The  inside  pages  were  sci-awled  over  with  a  ([uill,  and 
quaint  were  the  sentiments  recorded  on  the  tly  leaves.  Here 
is  one  : 

If  to  my  friend, 
This  book  I  lend. 
And  find  it  greased  or  tore. 
He  may  rely 
I  will  den\' 
To  lend  it  ;iny  more. 
The  old  ••  tiid<rr  -um  "  was  >ct  l»efore  lien,  and  boldly  he 
made  the  attack.     Ilis  task  may  he  the  better  ap[)reciated  if 
here  reproduced  : 

()ne  evening  I  chanccMl  with  a  tinker  to  sit, 
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Whose  ton^^ue  ran  a  great  deal  too  fast  for  his  wit. 
Pie  talked  of  his  art  and  abundance  of  metal, 
So  I  asked  him  to  make  mc  a  llat-bottom  kettle. 
Let  tlie  top  and  the  l)ottom  diameters  he 
In  just  such  proportion  as  live  is  to  three  ; 
Twelve  inches  the  de{)th  I  proposed  and  no  more, 
To  hold  in  ale  gahons  seven  less  than  a  score. 
He  promised  to  do  it  and  straii^ht  to  work  went, 
But  when  he  had  done  it  he  t"ound  it  too  scant. 
Thus  altering^  it  often  too  big  and  too  little. 
The  tinker  at  last  cpiite  spoiled  his  kettle. 
He  says  he  will  bring  his  sad  ])romise  to  pass, 
Or  else  he  will  spoil  every  ounce  of  his  l)rass. 
Now  show  your  skill,  you  learned  youth. 
And  by  your  work  this  sum  produce. 
Job  wrestled  like  Jacob,  but  like  the  tinker  his  jK)t  was  at 
times  too  large  and  anon  too  small.      After  giving  it  up  he 
left  this  couplet  on  the  board  : 

The  tinker  man's  problem  I've  failed  to  settle. 
May  Old  Nick  catch  him  and  his  flat-bottom  kettle. 
Another  problem  in  rhyme  was  given  the  class  and  a 
merit  mark  promised  the  one  who  should  reach  the  correct 
answer  first.    It  ran  in  this  wise  : 

As  I  was  hunting  on  the  forest  grounds. 
Up  starts  a  hare  betbre  my  two  grey-hounds  ; 
The  dogs,  being  light  of  foot,  did  fairly  run 
Unto  her  fifteen  rods  just  twenty-one. 
The  distance  that  >he  started  up  betbre 
Was  four  score  and  sixteen  rods,  just,  and  no  more  ; 
Now  this  rd  have  you  luito  me  declan^ — 
How  far  they  ran  before  they  caught  the  hare. 
Ben  applied  the  good  old  Rule  of  Three  and  obtained  the 
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correct  answer  lout;  before  the  others,  and  having  awakened 
his  Muse  ho  expressed  the  result  in  the  followinj^  rhyme  : 
Old  Ruger's  hare  was  raced  at  unseeniin^^  odds, 
And  lost  her  life  at  three  hundred  thirty-six  rods. 
The  class  was  examined  in  vulgar  fractions  and  divided 
into  two  classes.    The  first  class  was  examined  in  Fellowship 
and  closed  with  some  examples  in  Tare  and  Tret.     A  few 
paragraphs  from  the  explanatory  notes  under  this  head  are 
appended : 

Tare  and  tret  are  allowances  made  to  the  buyer,  on  the 
weight  of  some  particular  commodities. 

Tare  is  an  allowance  made  for  the  weight  of  the  barrel, 
box,  bag,  or  whatever  contains  the  articles  or  goods. 

Tret  is  an  allowance  of  411).  on  every  lOllh.  for  waste, 
dust,  etc. 

ClofF  is  an  allowance,  on  some  commodities,  of  21^.  on 
every  cwt.  to  turn  the  scale,  or  to  make  the  weight  hold  out, 
when  goods  are  reweighed,  and  is  chiimed  chiefly,  or  only,  by 
the  merchants  of  London. 

Scuttle  is  what  remains  after  a  [)art  of  the  allowance  is 
de(iucted  from  the  gross  weight. 

Net  weight  is  what  remains  after  all  allowances  are  made. 
The  class  in   arithmetic    was   (hsmissed    with  another 
poetical  problem  : 

Friend  John,  who  IkkI  in  credit  liv'd. 
Though  now  reiinc'd,  a  sum  rccciv'd — 
This  lucky  hit  's  no  sooniT  foun<i. 
Than  clam'roiis  duns  came  swarming  round  ; 
To  th'  landlord — baker — many  more. 
John  paid,  in  all,  pounds  ninety-four. 
Half  what  remain'd.  a  friend  he  lent. 
On  Joan  and  'self  one-lil'th  lie  >j  cut  ; 
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And  when  of  all  thcso  sums  hcrcft. 

One-tenth  o'  th'  sum  r(>ceiv(Ml  liad  h-t't  ; 

Now  show  y(»ur  skill,  you  learned  youths. 

And  by  your  work  the  sum  pi-oduec. 
''Recess!"  said  the  teacher.  rell  mell  the  hoys  in  hai^^- 
tailed  coats  st.^t  oW  with  hie-  hrass  hutt(Mis  and  the  .L;irls  in 
pantalettes  rushed  out  and  i-aeed  ihe!uselvL's  reel  j)layinii:  hi- 
spy,  poni-pom-j»ulla way  and  hunt  the  haiH'.  A  smai't  rap- 
ping on  the  window  recalled  them  ai^ain  to  study.  Joi)y 
Collins  had  a  scheme  which  he  clierished  so  clos(dy  as  to 
almost  fear  some  of  the  hoys  would  hear  him  think.  They 
were  not  fairly  seated  when  he  hroke  out  : 

"Teacher!  Can  Welcome  Pettit  and  me  ^o  after  a  j>ail 
of  water?" 

Yes,  they  could  ij^o,  and  so  carrying  the  hucket  hetwe(>n 
them  they  trudged  away  rejoi(Mn<j:  at  cuttinu:  the  hours  of 
study  just  so  nuK-h  short.  When  they  returned  the  infant 
class  was  studyinic  the  alphahet  in  the  >pellin,Li"  hook.  Then 
the  second  class  in  spelling:  w;is  called  (uit.  The  sy>tem  of 
leaving  ofl' at  the  head  (^vei-y  niuht  \sas  in  xoLrue.  ami  mighty 
were  the  strifes  for  that  coveted  honor.  Joh  and  hi<  compan- 
ion joined  the  (dass  after  pa-^iuLT  the  water,  a  })rivilege  that 
was  too  often  made  the  e.\cu>e  lor  a  poorles-(»n.  doh.  as  u^u.al. 
drifted  slowly  hut  surely  to  tlu"  loot  of  the  cla>s. 

''Drag,"  proiiounceil  the  teacher. 

One  after  anothei-  mi>«  (l  the  'voril  until  it  came  to  .loh. 

"  Now.  dohy,  "  <aid  the  teachei' eneoui  auini:!  w  \'ou  -|m11 
drau  and  \'ou  >hall  l:'o  eleai"  to  the  hea<l." 

"  Yes,  mom.  "  rt-plied  .loh.  and  he  -ti'uck  an  attitude  (»i 
deep  thought.    Suddeidy  h(>  almo>t  >houted  : 

'T)rag.  S-l-r.  drau  !"  And  he  fairly  i"an  to  the  head  of 
the  class  whence  the  teacher  hail  not  the  hcail  to  mar  the 
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glory  of  hi>  victory  \>y  corrcctinu  .)rili(><j;rji])liy,  and  dis- 
missed the  eluss  amid  a  t(,'iii[)orary  rei^n  ol"  sensational  dis- 
order. 

"  First  elass  in  spi-lling.  " 

Again  the  hig  'hoys  and  girls  lined  up  and  read  a  page 
beginning  with  thest^  paragraphs  : 

Let  not  reading  cause  you  to  neglect  spelling.  Learn  to 
spell  and  pronounce  before  you  read  much. 

Good  spelling  is  the  >ui'e  way  to  go.^d  reading,  tlierefore, 
study  spelling  with  the  gr^^atest  care,  until  you  can  spell  all 
the  words  in  this  hook,  a.-*  soon  as  you  ht>ar  them,  without  se(;- 
ing  them. 

When  you  can  s[)ell  welh  you  will  soon  become  a  good 
reader:  and  as  soon  us  you  shall  be  able  to  rea<l  well,  you  will 
be  permittc'd  to  study  grammar. 

Grammar  will  teach  you  what  is  meant  by  the  j)arts  of 
speech,  and  how  to  speak  and  write  as  you  ought  ;  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  grannnar,  y(»ur  language  will  be  incor- 
rect, and  you  will  always  be  marked  by  your  friends  as  a  poor 
scholar. 

Then  tlie  good  old  poem  about  the  rose  was  read.  Some 
there*  be  who  can  recite  it  frt^m  memory  : 

THK  Kosi:. 

How  fair  is  the  rose,  what  a  beautiful  llower ! 

In  sumnier  so  fragrant  and  gay  ! 
Hut  the  leavers  an*  lieginning  to  fade  in  an  hour. 

And  they  wither  and  die  in  a  day. 

Y<'t  the  ros<'  has  one  powerful  \  irtue  to  boast 

Above  all  the  tlower<  of  the  field  ; 
When  its  leaves  are  all  dead,  and  its  tine  colors  lost, 

Still  how  sweet  a  [lerfume  it  will  yield. 
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So  frail  aro  the  youth  and  the  heauty  of  men, 
Thougli  they  look  ^^ay  and  hlooni  like  the  rose  ; 

Yet  all  our  fond  caro  to  {)reserve  them  is  vain, 
Time  kills  them  as  fast  as  he  goes. 

Then  I'll  not  be  proud  of  iny  youth  or  my  beauty, 
Since  both  will  soon  wither  and  fade  ; 

But  gain  a  good  narn(^  by  {>erf()rming  my  duiy  ; 
This  will  scent,  like  the  rose,  when  I'm  dead. 

Following  the  reading  the  words  in  the  lesson  were  put 
out/'  words  that  Ben  declared  Noah  Webster  himself  could  not 
spell  and  in  fact  did  not,  in  some  instances,  correctly  : 


Then  the  class  was  lead  over  a  rocky  territory  of  words  of 
the  same  pronunciation,  but  of  different  spelling  and  defini- 
tion : 

Ail,  to  pain  or  trouble. 

Ale,  a  kind  of  beer. 
Air,  one  of  the  elements. 

Ere,  before,  sooner  than. 

Heir,  an  inheritor. 
Aisle,  the  walk  in  a  chuich. 

ril,  contraction  for  I  will. 
Ait,  a  small  island  in  a  river. 

Ate,  the  preterit  of  cat. 

Eight,  twice  four. 


Electioneer, 


Circumlution, 


Proportionable, 

Confectionary, 

Agglutination, 

Amalgamation, 

Approximation 

Calumniation, 


Circumvallation, 
Prognostication, 
Transfiguration, 
Constitutionalist, 
Plonipotentiary, 


Excommunication. 
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Cere,  to  cover  with  wax. 

Sear,  dry  ;  to  burn. 

Seer,  a  prophet. 

Sere,  withered. 
Slaie,  a  weaver's  reed. 

Sleigh,  a  kind  of  carriage. 

Slay,  to  kill. 

Sley,  to  })art  into  threads. 
Permiscible,  that  which  may  bo  mingled. 
Permissible,  that  which  may  be  permitted. 
Aother  piece  of  poetry  was  read  with  strong  accents  by 
the  teacher  and  deserves  a  place  in  the  storehouse  of  memory: 

WHAT  IS   CHARITY  ? 

*Tis  not  to  pause  when  at  my  door 

A  shivering  brother  stands  ; 
To  ask  the  cause  that  made  him  poor, 

Or  why  \iv  help  demands. 

'Tis  not  to  s[)urn  that  brother's  prayer 

For  faults  he  once  has  known  ; 
'Tis  not  to  leave  him  in  despair, 

And  say  that  I  have  none. 

The  voice  of  charity  is  kind — 

She  thinketh  nothing  wrung  ; 
To  every  fault  she  seenu^h  blind, 

Xor  vaunteth  with  her  tongue. 

In  penitence  she  j>laee(h  faith — 

Hope  smileth  at  her  (hxn" : 
Relii>veth  lirst— Then  softly  saith. 

"  Go,  brother,  sin  no  more.  " 

The  class  numluTcd  and  rtnire<l  to  their  seats  whence 
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they  were  soon  liurrvin^  out  for  noon.  The  afternoon  ]>r()- 
gram  was  varied  with  thi'  <ul ".stitution  of  i^eography  f(ir  the 
arithnietie.  It  eontninctl  no  ilhistrations,  no  maps  and  was  a 
dull,  tedious  study.  The  work  was  aceonipaniud  by  an  alias  to 
which  ri'ferenc'i'  was  srldoin  had.  It  was  the  work  of  Daniel 
Adams,  A.  M.,  author  of  the  arithmetic.  The  lessons  begin 
with 

TliK  WORLD. 

The  world  or  earth  is  a  laree  globe,  the  diameter  of 
which  is  nearly  eight  thousand  miles,  and  its  surlace  contains 
nearly  200  millions  of  squai-e  miles. 

It  is  9G  milHons  of  miles  from  the  sun,  about  whieh  it 
revolves  once  a  year  ;  and  turns  round  on  its  own  axis  every 
day. 

The  earth  is  generally  divided  into  four  une<iual  part-, 
called  quarters  ;  Kurope,  Asia,  Afriea.  and  America. 

Eorope  is  the  smallest  division,  but  is  distinguished  for 
its  learning,  politeness,  govertmu  nt.  and  laws  ;  for  the  indus- 
try of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  tmiperatu re  of  its  clinjate.  It  i- 
the  only  quarter  o\'  the  globe  which  has  yet  been  t'ully  ex- 
plored and  known. 

In  Asia,  the  human  race  was  tirst  planted,  and  there  the 
most  remarkable  transactions  occurred,  whieh  are  j'ccordetl  m 
the  scripture  history. 

Africa  has  been  always  in  a  state  of  barbarism,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  Egyptians,  thosi^  ancient  fathers  of  k'arning.  and 
Carthage,  once  the  rival  ot"  the  Ivoinan  Empire. 

America  was  unknown  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  cthei' 
continent,  till  a  little  moi'e  than  three  hun>lred  years  ago. 
when  it  was  discovered  by  ( 'Inistopber  Columbus;  and  hence 
it  is  frei^uently  called  the  New   W'orltl,  in  contiadiction  to  the 
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Kast(>rn  (.'ontiiiciit.  iivsx  known,  and  lifnct'  called  the  Old 
World.  . 

The  descri]»ti V(>  <4-eo«rrai)hy  was  unii^ue.  In  a  chapter  on 
the  lakes  it  says  : 

Lake  Erie  is  noted  lor  having  it<  islands  and  hanks,  at 
the  west  end,  so  infested  with  rattle-snakes  as  to  render  it 
dangerous  to  land  on  tlu  ni.  Near  tln'  hanks  of  the  island>  it 
is  eovered  with  tin-  large  pond  lily,  the  leaves  of  which  lie  on' 
the  surface  of  the  water  so  thick  as  to  cover  it  entirely  for 
many  acres  tou-ether  ;  on  tliose  in  the  summer  sea>ons  lie 
myraids  of  water-snakes.  haskiuL,^  in  the  sun.  On  this  lake, 
the  American  lleet.  under  Coin.  Pei-ry.  Sept.  ISl:-;,  irjiijK.,] 
over  the  IJritish  lleet  (►f  laruer  force,  a  splendid  and  important 
victory. 

EAKTIKH'AKI-.S. 

There  are  numerous  j)roofs  that  e:irth(piakes  have  heeii 
violent  in  various  ]»arts  of  America.  Nearly  tift\'  ha\'e  heen 
noticed  in  the  New  j  jii^land  States,  since  the  settlement  of  the 
first  Knulish  colony  at  Tlymoudi.  in  lf',-_!(i  ()f  these,  live  have 
heen  particularly  memoi-ahle.  viz.  1<1.")^.  l»i")S,  Kii;:;.  1727, 
ITT),"),  as  heing  nuKdi  heavier  than  the  rest.  They  liaxc  all 
commenced  with  an  undulatory  motion,  in  a  directioFi  iVom 
north-west  to  south-east,  the  central  course  of  which,  or  place 
of  greatest  violence,  has  lu-en  in  a  line  coincidinic  nearly  with 
hike  Ontario  and  the  mouth  of  Ah-rrimack  river,  extendini,^ 
southwartl  to  the  Potomac,  ami  noi'tli w;ii'd  to  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  whole  counllN'  within  these  limit-  has  heen  repeate(lly 
shaken,  most  viith  ntly  aln.nt  the  middle,  and  least  towards 
the  south-we>t  an<l  UMiili-ca-t  houndaries.  In  those  live,  he- 
fore  nu-ntioned  as  hein^  j >a rt ii-ularly  m<-moi'a!)le.  the  violence 
of  the  shocks  was  such  as  to  caus(»  the  hells  in  churches  to 
ring  ;  many  chinnncs  were  thrown  down,  and  in  some  instan- 
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ces  houses  ;  furniture  dropped  from  the  sht  lvos  on  which  it 
stood  ;  the  earth  in  many  places  was  rent,  and  quantities  of 
sand  thrown  out,  of  a  highly  sulphurous  smell.  Some  remark- 
able alterations  were  observed  in  wells  and  springs  of  water 
about  the  time  of  these  earthquakes.  In  some,  the  quality  of 
the  water  was  altered  ;  in  others,  the  quantity.  New  springs 
were  opened,  and  old  ones  dried  up. 

FTSIIEKIES. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States  is 
carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  The  peojile  ol' 
Nantucket,  New  Bedford  and  Cape  Cod,  carry  on  the  wliaK' 
fishery.  These  fish,  however,  at  present,  are  nirt-  about  the 
Cape,  although  formerly  caught  there  in  great  vAimhers.  A 
species  of  the  whale  kind,  called  black  fish,  weigVing  alxmt 
tons,  and  affording  oil,  is  very  abundant.  Tlv:  manner  d 
catching  them  is  very  singular.  They  swim  in  -iioals  of \  - 
eral  hundreds,  and  the  inhabitants  put  off  in  thi  .r  boat-  and 
drive  them  ashore,  like  so  many  cattle,  on  thr  tlats,  wh»  rr 
they  are  left  by  the  tide,  and  fall  an  easy  prey. 

W\VSHINGT0N. 

The  city  of  Washington,  situated  on  the  Maryland  side  of 
the  Potowmack,  is  the  seat  of  government  of  the  I  nitrd 
States.  It  is  laid  out  on  a  plan,  which,  if  coiupletc-d,  will 
render  it  one  of  tlie  handsomest  and  most  commodious  cities 
in  the  world.  The  streets  north  and  south  arv  crossed  by 
others  at  right  angles  ;  thes('  are  transversely  croot'd  by  !•> 
other  streets  named  afrcM-  tlu^  difrcieut  states.  The  houses  are 
mostly  of  brick.  The  eapitol,  when  e()mj)leted,  will  present  a 
front  of  o()2  feet.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminenee. 
commanding  a  vi(>w  (»f  every  [)art  of  the  city,  and  of  a  con- 
siderable  p(>rtion   of  the  eounlry   around.     The  pi-esident  < 
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house  is  170  by  8.')  feet,  two  stories  high,  of  free,  white  stone. 
It  stands  on  a  rising  ground,  possessing  ii  water  prospect, 
together  with  a  view  of  the  capitol,  and  of  the  most  material 
parts  of  the  city.    The  popuhition  in  ISIO  was  8,208. 

MICHKJAN  TKKHITOUY. 

Detroit  is  the  capitaL  Th(^  ohl  town  was  wholly  de- 
stroyed by  tire  in  180").  The  ntnv  town  is  well  laid  out  ;  the 
streets  cross  each  other  at  right  angles.  It  is  a  place  of  con- 
siderable trade,  which  consists  chietly  in  a  barter  of  coarse 
European  goods  with  the  natives  for  furs.  The  town  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  strong  blockade,  through  which  there  are  four 
gates.  On  the  west  side  there  is  a  small  fort.  Tlie  streets  are 
generally  crowded  with  Indians  in  the  day  time;  l)Ut  at 
night  they  are  all  shut  out  of  the  town,  exce{)t  such  as  get 
admittance  into  private  houses,  and  the  gates  are  closed. 


The  school  was  closed  with  writing,  spelling  and  the  an- 
nouncement that  some  of  scholars  were  far  enough  advanced 
to  begin  the  study  of  grammar  as  soon  as  books  could  be 
procured,  and  thus  on  the  lirst  day  did  the  little  teacher  arouse 
an  unusual  interest  in  the  little  kingdom  over  which  she  was 
to  reign  supreme  for  four  months  at  ^2.00  per  week  and 
"  board  around." 

When  the  Collins  boys  returne(l  home  from  sch(){>l  they 
found  some  neighbors  present  and  considerable  excitement  was 
manifested.  There  wen^  two  ev(>nts,  one  donu-stic  and  the 
public,  (Mther  sullieient  to  throw  a  family  or  ;i  nation  into  ex- 
citement, 'i'o  tlie  boys  the  a<lve]it  of  a  stove  was  a  marvt-l. 
Considering  his  wife's  exposure  to  the  heat  of  a  lin'-jdace  dur- 
ing the  summer.  .Mr.  Collins  had  purchased  the  first  stove 
ever  seen  in  the  coinnminty  and  a   h;i['i>i<'r  woman  tlian  tlu  ir 
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mother  did  not  Vwv,  not\vitli.standin<^  she  l»ad  soine  misgivings 
over  beconnng  familiar  w  ith  its  nicehanism. 

"I  will  tiy  it  tir-t  on  some  whrat  llonr  hi^cuits,  and  it  it 
bakes  wc  w  ill  have  some  tor  thr  prradicr  when  lie  comes  the 
Sun(hiy  attci-  next."  said  the  good  woimni  with  a  merited  touch 
of  })ride. 

Jol)  and  l)tai  agi'eed  it  wouM  he  fun  to  work  up  wood  for 
the  little  thing,  and  then  ga\e  their  attention  to  their  father 
who  was  reading  from  the  Tx-dford  Intelligencer  the  iiews  of 
an  outbreak  at  Niagara.   The  account  is  here  given  verbatim  : 

\\\'  hasten  to  lay  before  our  readers,  in  an  (Wtra.  the 
latest  intelligence,  from  the  c-ontending  armies  on  the  Niagai-a 
frontier,  received  here  la>t  evening  in  the  Cleveland  daily 
Herald  and  (ia/.ette  of  January  'Jd.  The  account?  arc  from 
the  lUitfalo  pajx-rs,  and  will  be  read  with  much  interest. 

The  {)atriots  were  still,  at  our  last  accounts,  December 
.'^Oth.  strongly  intrenidied  on  Navy  island,  wliich  is  a  small 
British  islan<l,  two  nnlc-  above  the  Niagara  falls,  and  is  partly 
covered  tVnui  view  from  the  American  shore  by  the  lower  end 
of  (irand  l>lan<l.  which  belong-  to  the  I'nited  States. 

The  British  royalists  bail  made  several  attempts  on  the 
island,  but  wi^re  as  often  repul>ed  by  the  patriots.  And  re- 
ports at  Ihitlah.  weie  that  the  royal  foices  and  Indians  had 
landed  and  taken  po»ession  of  (Irand  island,  which  news 
created  a  great  ferment  at  Ihitlalo.  Tln'  eXcitemeuL  there 
was  gri'at  on  the  2'.»tli,  but  on  tiie  iiotli,  the  news  of  the 
capture^  and  biu'niiiLi.  and  -endinLT  over  the  great  cataract  of 
the  American  steand>oat  ( 'aroline.  lound  lying  at  the  Anu'rican 
village  of  Slo-<er.  oppo.-iie  (  hippewa.  with  all  on  board  but 
twelve,  mav  be  expected  to  have  heightenetl  the  excitement 
to  its  highot  pitch. 
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This  is  c)ur  \:\\c<[  lu  ws.  and  its  cflVct  at  nutlalu  wlu'ii 
cominunicattMl  (In  rc,  we  can  well  iiuaLiinc. 

Indeed  the  Herald  iiilnrnis  iis  lhat  the  cxcitciiKMit  was  in- 
tense in  Bullalo  on  Saturday  and  a  hriuadc  of  niihiia  was  or- 
dered out  to  rendezvous  in  that  city  and  part  of  the '^O.Sth  reg- 
iment was  ordered  on  (hity  on  Saturday  eveninu-. 

A  nieetini::  was  held  in  Cleveland.  -Ian.  I  st,  at  wh icli  reso- 
lutions were  passed  expre-sinLi,  their  synipaihy  with  the  (,'ana- 
dian  patriots  and  with  our  own  eiti/.ens  who  aic  exposed  to 
tory  outrage  and  violence.  J.  K.  St.  John  and  Sanuiel  (  ook 
presidtnl  at  the  meeting,  and  a  conimit tee  of  21  gentlemen  was 
appointed  to  receive  donation^  tor  the  henetit  of  the  patriots. 

General  Southerland,  from  the  patriot  cam{)  at  Navy 
Island,  was  present  and  addressed  the  meeting  and  was  lou<lly 
cheered. 

Report  says  tliat  a  comi)<iny  of  sixty  volunteers  left 
Cleveland  yesterday  in  a  steand)oat  for  Xavv  Island. 

The  sheriff  immediately  di-patclied  an  expre-s,  who  was 
accompanied  hy  two  of  the  Tnitid  Stated  marshals  recently 
appointed,  to  a.'^certain  ii  a  landing  hy  the  l>riii>h  troops  had 
actually  taken  place,  preparatory  to  his  making  a  call  on  the 
county  nnlitia  to  eidorc-e  their  expulsion.  These  j.articidars 
were  ex})laine<l  in  the  nndtitude  a.-send>led  in  the  street  hy 
\V.  II.  Kagers,  I^sip,  di.^lricl  attoi'ney.  who  stated  in  his  re- 
marks, that  the  nece.<.-ary  legal  measures  would  he  taken,  and 
on  tlu  return  of  t  he  expi'e-<,  it' ii  was  found  iiccc-- aiy  tn  claim 
the  ai<l  of  <an-  militia  to  eiitnrce  tliem.dut'  notice  would  he 
given. 

Four  o'clock  1*.  M.:  The  expre-s  has  just  returne<l  and 
reports  that  a  small  hand  «•!'  Ihiii-h  Indian-  ha<l  lande<l  on 
( rrautl  i.->land,  autl  a  large  hoat  load  <»r  tho  rtjyalist-  attcmplu<l 
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to  reach  the  same  spot  this  niornin*^,  but  u\-re  forced  to  return 
to  the  Caiuuhi  shore  with  the  hiss  of  six  killc(h 

We  ^nve  the  above  statciiuiit  of  the  course  pursued  l)v 
our  citizens  as  a  precaution  to  the  i)eople  abroad,  from  be- 
lieving the  many  and  erroneous  re})()rts  wliicli  reach  them, 
coming  as  they  do,  magnified  and  distorted  in  every  possible 
shape. 

From  one  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  patriot  army  who  arrived 
in  town  this  evening,  we  liave  received  a  ver])al  account  of  the 
attem[)t  last  night  by  the  royalists  to  make  the  descent  on 
Navy  island.  Early  on  yesterday  morning  the  royalists  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a  battery  with  six  embrasures  on  the 
Canada  sliore  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  raking  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  ishmd,  and  under  cover  of  their  guns 
allow  inganother  party  to  make  a  descent  from  a  point  about 
half  a  mile  above.  As  soon  as  their  operations  were  dis- 
covered, the  patriots  commenced  a  fire  from  ten  guns,  the 
shot  nearly  destroying  the  works  of  the  enemy  and  causing 
men  and  otlicers  to  abandon  them.  Previous  to  this,  how- 
ever, a  continued  fire  had  been  kept  up  Irom  Chippewa  to  the 
highest  point  above,  which  was  not  returned  by  the  islanders. 

Everything  remained  (piiet  until  late  in  the  afternoon.no 
persons  to  be  seen  on  the  Ciinadian  side  but  a  few  sentinels, 
when  the  alarm  was  given  that  a  number  of  boats  had  j)Ut 
out  from  ('lii[)})ewa  creek  to  make  an  attack.  The  artillery 
immediately  opened  upon  tiiem,  destroying  one  or  two  of  the 
barges  and  forcing  them  to  drop  back  with  the  current.  A 
company  of  infantry  also  fired  several  volleys  with  ellect,  the 
number  killed  not  ascertained. 

About  11  o'clock  at  night,  the  royalists  pushed  over  from 
the  point  above,  running  under  the  shore  of  (Jrand  Island  in 
this  state,  l)Ut  put  back  after  they  were  convinced  by  the  sig- 
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nals  on  CJrand  Island  and  a  fuw  shots,  that  thoy  wore  discov- 
ered. 

They  tht^i  connnonced  again  to  hnihl  thoir  Itrrast w<jrks 
but  were  drivi'ii  out.  Tliis  morning  at  day  break  another  at- 
tempt met  the  like  result.  McXab  and  liib  men  have  now  re- 
tired upon  Chippewa. 

From  the  IJutfalo  Commercial,  Dvc.  21),  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
Gov.  Head  arrived  at  Chippewa  yest<*rday,  with  four  hundre<l 
volunteers  from  Cobourg,  brought  in  two  steamboats  from 
Toronto. 

The  cannonading  heard  early  thi^  morning  de.stroycd  the 
royalists'  hydra-head  l)rest-W()rks  again,  which  seem  to  spring 
up  every  night,  merely  to  I'c  cut  down  in  the  morning.  I)e- 
tween  GO  and  70  guns  were  tired  to  accomplish  their  des- 
truction. 

A  boat  was  discovered  ni'.-ii"  the  head  of  (irand  island 
early  this  morning,  which  was  tired  U])on  and  several  su[)- 
posed  to  have  been  killed  or  wounded,  as  thosf  in  it  were 
observed  to  carry  some  of  their  number-  on  >hore  on  reaching 
the  Canadian  side.  It  i)robably  contained  a  recunnoitering 
party. 

The  redoubtable  Col.  Sutherland,  alias  Duke  of  Lancas- 
ter, has  been  sent  with  dispatches  to  l)r.  Duncomb  in  the 
western  part  of  the  province. 

Our  express  met  loa<ls  of  individuals,  armed  and  un- 
armed, together  with  footmen  and  horsemen,  perhaps  sixty  or 
seventy  in  all,  b<.)Uii<l  post  haste  for  tlu-  scene  of  acti(tn. 

\'olunteers  seem  to  be  pouring  in  from  all  (piarters. 
Rochester  furni>hes  a  full  (piota. 

From  the  Ikilfalo  Conunercial.  Di'c.  :>().  The  following 
was  issued  this  morning,  as  an  extra,  from  this  otlice  : 

Capt.  Keeler,  of  the  schooner  Agues  Barton,  and  F.  Em- 
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mons,  ol  this  city,  have  just  hrou^^iit.  news  hy  ox[)r('ss  from 
Slossor,  of  an  attack  made  li'i is  niornint;-  upon  the  stcanihoat 
Caroline,  lying  at  that  |>lace.  hich  rcsulte*!  in  thiMlcstructioii 
of  the  boat,  and  the  death  of  tw(Mity-two  of  her  crew,  only  12 
escaped. 

It  is  stated  that  the  attack  was  made  about  2  o'clock,  by 
five  boats  of  armed  loyalists,  cntainin^-  from  lOO  U)  l")*!  men 
who  guarded  the  ganuways,  and  cried     no  (juarters  !  " 

Capt.  A})plehy,  of  the  ( *< -nstiiution,  who  went  down  as 
pilot  of  the  Caroline  yesterday,  narrowly  esea[»ed  with  his  life. 
He  received  a  flesh  wound,  and  was  {)ursued  to  the  house  ad- 
joining.— A  Mr.  Ourfcr,  lately  belonging  to  the  Stage  ollice  at 
the  Eagle,  in  this  city,  lies  on  the  dock  with  his  brains  bhjwn 
out. 

The  Caroline  was  then  set  <>ii  tire,  and  ihiidly  drilled  out 
into  the  current,  and  went  (A'er  the  falls. 

A\'e  give  the  above,  just  as  it  was  received,  without  vouch- 
ing for  any  of  the  particular-.  It  inay  be  [)roper  to  a<ld. 
that  Captain  Keeler,  as  we  are  inlbrmed,  .-aw  the  result  of  the 
scene  above  described. 

The  twelve  o'clock  e.xpre-s  contirms  the  news  of  this 
morning,  It  is  said  that  the  Caroline  was  tilled  with  visitors 
and  not  soldiers.  The  wdinI  with  the  loyalists  was.  *•  No 
prisoners! — no  ([uartcrs!"'  Tiiose  who  attempted  to  e-cajie' 
were  killed,  with  a  few  exceptions — the  i>oat  was  set  on  lire, 
and  with  the  remainder  t-owe(l  inlo  the  c\n-rent  on  the  ( 'anadian 
side,  which  <oon  can-ied  b(  r  ov<  i- (h.- ImIU.  'i1ie  loyali<tsuave 
three  cheer>  for  N'ictoi  i.i.  and  undd-  cvei-  of  the  darkiie.-s,  it 
is  supp(X<tMl  esca[»ed  the  lireopt;n<  <1  up«'n  them  from  the  islan(b 
Tho.se  on  the  boat  sh-pt  there,  bi  cau>i  the  pul>lic  houses  wen- 
full. 

Captain  Harding,  of  the  brig  Indiana.  e>cap«(l   with  a 
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severe  wound  in  tlie  head  ;  only  one  man  was  found  on  the 
shore,  the  one  above  mentioned,  tlie  rest  reported  missing — 
there  is  little  doubt  hut  they  went  over  the  falls  with  the  burn- 
ing steamboat,  , 

This  piece  of  "  news  '*  reacht-d  the  settlement  four  months 
after  it  wa,^  printe(l,  and  it  did  not  reach  the  Intelligencer 
office  until  a  week  after  its  occurrence.  Sympathy  for  the 
Canadian  })atri()ts  was  expressed  in  the  neig]d)orhood  and  a 
few  secret  lodges  were  organized  and  a  rendezevous  had  on 
the  St.  Lawrence.  Some  few  enli.^ted  in  the  fooli.^h  cau^e, 
and  some  lost  their  lives  in  the  "Battle  of  the  Windmill," 
others  were  executed  at  Kingston,  and  >till  others  banished  to 
Van  Dieman's  land. 

These  events  did  in  no  wise  interfere  with  the  school, 
which  had  now  really  entered  upon  a  new  era  in  the  matter 
of  learning.  Vov  a  wonder  the  blue  beech  gads  were  not  once 
used,  and  thtMeaehing  of  manni'i's  went  hand  in  hand  with 
grammar.  The  boys  removed  their  hats  when  greeting  their 
elders,  and  the  girls  eourtesied. 

Joby  set  sail  on  an  unknown  sea  one  noon,  when,  with 
an  innate  love  of  mischief,  some  of  his  comi>anions  had  re- 
moved and  eaten  every  scrap  of  the  lunch  in  his  basket,  and 
then  filled  it  with  grass. 

''It's  just  too  mean.  Joljy,  and  you  shall  have  half  of 
mine,"  said  Nancy  ^hlrceau.  dob  A  lt  meaner  than  rvcr,  but 
he  somehow  just  couMn't  rcfu-f.  That  niudit  he  (■anit  d  h<  r 
books,  and  as  her  home  was  reached  lie  banded  them  i»ack  to 
her  with  the  grammar  open  at  "  ('onjuLiali<Mi  of  \  erb-.  '  It  was 
what  the  parents  pnnKuniced  a  "  sill\-  ni(-<."'  running  like  this  : 
I  love.  We  love. 

Thou  lovest.         You  love, 
He  lovc>,  Tliey  love. 
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Job  let  (^0  ol"  the  ]M)<)k  and  ran  like  a  deer  as  if  to  p^ct 
away  from  liis  (:uilty  self.  Nancy  saw  liim  fly  .around  the 
bend,  and  then  lu-r  eyes  riveted  to  the  o])en  h(Hik.  The  smit- 
ten Job  had  scrawU-d  witli  the  point  of  u  slate  j)encil  after  the 
"  simple  declarative  sentence.  lir?t  person,  singular  number — 
You. 

Nancy  blushed  and  her  eyes  sna{)ped  at  an  unconscious 
conquest  as  she  etfaced  the  sly  confession.  Jind  went  to  her 
mother  to  ask  if  she  did  ri^ht  to  divide^  with  Johy. 

''Quite  right,  Xanny,  hut  you  had  best  not  let  your  fa- 
ther know  because  he  is  having  trouble  with  Mi*.  Collins. 

But  Nancy  did  tell  iier  father,  and  got  a  scolding  whi(di 
(lid  not  hurt  much  as  she  was  ex])ecting  a  storm. 

The  school  days  of  In  n  and  Job  and  their  companions 
sped  by  with  incidents  and  accidents,  ])leasures,  disappoint- 
ments, dreams  and  occasional  hard  knocks  as  they  neared  the 
activities  of  life.  They  fished,  hunted  and  boated  ;  named 
each  rock  and  beach  atler  those  in  which  th(\v  fancied  they 
saw  a  resemblance  to  some  described  in  their  geographies  ;  had 
a  hundred  hairbreadth  escapes  from  death,  and  surviving 
were  the  better  fitted  for  the  battles  of  life  which  all  too  soon 
fell  upon  their  shoulders  at  the  death  of  their  father.  AVork 
and  worry,  toil  and  slave,  was  their  lot  before  their  school 
days  should  have  been  ended.  Thus  were  they  developed 
into  hardy  young  men  with  a  generation,  who,  seconding  the 
efforts  of  the  pioneers,  have  tran>formed  a  wilderness  into  a 
land  smiling  with  peace  and  plenty. 
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"  Bone  Maiveau,  1  know  you  didn't  speak  to  mc  scnce  I 
was  a  kid,  but  here's  a  matter  wliat'.s  i^ot  to  be  talked  about. 
I  want  yer  Nancy  ;  she  wants  me.  I'm  lair,  so  I  promised 
her  Yd  speak  if  I  had  to  do  ye,  ok^  man,  hut  I  dow  'twon't 
make  no  great  '  (Hll  '  one  way  or  t'other.'' 

Did  ever  ;i  younu"  man  mak(>  >o  lon^  and  jiointcd  a 
speech  to  a  ])ros[)eetive  lathcr-indaw  .J(»l»y  Cohins  was  not 
bashful  Besides  he  had  taken  up  and  eherislied  for  many 
years  his  father's  grudne  again.-t  old  ^hireeau,  whose  eharae- 
teristie  reply  was  e([ually  pointed  : 

"  No  ;  dod  <j:ast  ye.  no  I  " 

The  interview  endi-d  abruptly  as  it  bcLraii.  A  little  later 
in  the  day  Ben  ( '(»llins.  .loby's  bn»tliei-.  came  falterin^ly  Uj) 
the  lane  to  see  old  Bmne  on  an  i'ntii-cl\'  d i tlrii-iit  nii<<ion. 

••(i.xid  inoininL:.  Mr.  Ma rccau."'  he  -aid.  "  would  y-ai 
;4i\'e  US  anothei"  li\f  years  on  th<'  niMiM^aL:*' .''  \\  «■  <'an  not 
|)ay  more  than  the  inter.-t  to<lay.  hut  if  we  iiave  luck  thi> 
season  our  h>hini;  will  L;ive  us  a  -tart. 

"  Ben  Collin>,  your  father  injun  d  me,  and  I  will  not  ac- 
commodate one  of  your  name.    Git  right  offeu  the>e  prinii>es 
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and  (lou't  U  t  nii^  s(h>  your  fr.co  "till  yuu  conw  with  prinripal 
and  interest,  and  lliat'ri  the  hull  ou't.     Now  ^^o  I  " 

Insulted  and  disheartciUMl,  the  youn:::  man  turned  home- 
ward, while  his  ohdurate  crtMlitor  shullled  (h)wn  a  i)ath  to  the 
water. 

It  was  a  dull  Xovomher  day  and  old  Rone,  in  a  sullen 
mood,  alone  walked  the  ^hovv  (»fa  hi^ht  in  one  of  the  (.ireat 
Lakes.  The  water  was  la/.ily  lap]»ing  the  roeky  led<j;es  as  the 
dead  seas  soberly  followed  (  aeh  other  shoreward  i'rom  the  lake 
as  if  wearied  with  the  tossiuLrthey  had  received  in  the  ^ale  of 
the  previous  niuht.  The  wh(»lc  sky  was  heavy  with  dark 
clouds  that  moved  net.  Sea  uulls  were  hold  in  their  pui->uit 
of  dead  or  disahled  lish,  and  l>one  notieed  how  distinetly  the 
white  win<;s  Hashed  against  tin-  leaden  sky.  The  dull  waters 
gave  back  no  reflection  save  here  and  there  that  of  a  dirty  leg- 
of-niutton  sail  that  in  the  absence  of  suidiuht  appeared  almo>t 
wdiite.  The  atmospheri>  was  hazy,  and  the  distant  shore 
loomed  above  the  horizon  as  if  rising  on  tijUoe  to  see  what  old 
Bone  was  stoiming  about  n«)W. 

Seventy  years,  man  and  hoy.  he  had  been  fisherman  and 
sailor,  and  as  he  pa<scd  the  ('ollins  boys  washim:  a.nd  mend- 
ing their  nets  a  i)ani:  of  jealou-y  >hot  into  his  soul,  aud  his 
heart  grew  heavy  with  his  own  unlitness  lor  the  activities  ot" 
life.  Hardship  and  expo.<ui-e  had  h'cn  his  lot,  and  now, 
drawn  with  rheumatic  paiu>.  hi-  life  of  idleness  was  worse 
than  a  pri>on.  He  \vandered  >lo\vly  alouu  hare  r( ck^ 
wdiere  for  \-eai's  his  seines  had  baL:L:''d  loa<i<  ot"  li-h.  and  tell 
to  ol).<erving  the  weather  after  the  manner  of  lh<,-c  who  j'l  i- 
petuate  tlu^  habit  when  re  tired  iVom  the  water. 

The  herring  should  run  the  >hores  this  day  if  ever,  lie 
said  half  to  tlK>  kinglisher  that  ra-ped  a  dariuLT  salute  a<  he 
shot  into  a  dead  pine,     •••lust  the  day.  .ju<t  the  wi^athei-,  ju-t 
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everything  l)ut  lisli,  "  Iw  contiiuu  d,  scarcliiiiL!:  tlic  receding 
bottom  as  if  to  explore  the  (h'{)tli.-  Ix  yond.  Then  his  eyes 
lifted  to  the  gulls. 

"  Great  Ingcns  !  Them  birds  is  llockin' just  like  there 
be  fisli  under  'em.  If  my  eyes  wuz  ten  years  younger,  so  I 
could  bleeve  'em.  I'd  swar  ther  ware  a  school  'o  herrin'  takin' 
soundin's  out  thar." 

Watching  the  gulls  which  it  seemed  were  mobilizing 
under  a  gray-backed  leader,  the  old  fisherman  moved  farther 
down  the  point  with  more  animation.  The  noisy  s([ua\\king 
of  these  garbagers  of  the  sea  reached  his  ears  as  they  assem- 
bled from  north,  south,  east  and  west,  some  seeming  to  drop 
from  the  very  zenith.  He  gazed  intently  at  the  unusual  dem- 
onstration. 

"  Fish,  or  wind?  "  he  cjueried,  as  a  little  rii)ple,  not  un- 
like a  cat's  paw,  broke  the  glassy  surface. 

''They  be  llockiir  shoreward.  "  he  e.\claime(l,  ;is  the  birds 
chased  each  other  like  snowflakes,  the  mass  rolling  over  and 
over  itself,  but  unmistakably  heading  toward  shord  water. 
From  exhaustion  the  old  lisherman's  gaze  dro{)ped  do\vnwai"d. 
Then  he  winked  hard  and  rubbed  his  eyes.  Oidy  a  few  feet 
from  the  shore  and  just  un<ler  the  >urface  a  dark  streak  wr.s 
advancing  toward  him,  and  growing  bigger  with  every  wave. 
It  was  wedge-shaped  and  s<iuirming.  writhing  and  rolling,  the 
point  suddenly  turned  up  .shore  sweeping  away  in  a  graceful 
curve  like  the  tail  of  a  comet. 

"  Fi-li  !  Fish,  sartin's  my  head's  lookin'  for'ard."  he 
fairly  shouted. 

Then  he  started  to  carry  the  news  to  Ins  neighbor  fisher- 
men, paused,  then  .^at  down.  "  For  w!iy,"  thought  he,  "should 
I  tell  Ikai  and  Job  Collins.  1  f  luek  tails  them  this  tall  their 
farm's  a  goner.     Twenty  years  ago  their  father.  oM  Hank,  cut 
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my  seine  an'  I  never  liml  the  fust  elian.-t  to  even  up  fair, 
Aint  tliey  beauties  ;  niillicais  on  'cm.  an'  them  fools  don't 
know's  ther's  a  tish  ani^h  tlie  shore.  Show  !  Hone,  you'rgrow- 
in'  meaner  and  fooler,  no  mistake,  hut  thet  thar  Job's  i)ayin' 
too  stiddy  attention  to  niy  Nan,  and  no  Marceau  shall  marry 
a  Collins  while  I  live.  I>ut  slug's  dead  set  on  Joby,  she  is,  and 
I'm  sorry  to  disap})int  her.  'iVll  tiniu '.^  In  course  I  will," 
and  he  hurried  to  the  sons  of  the  man  against  whom  ]\v  held 
a  c^rud^o  although  the  ura ve  had  closed  between  them,  lie 
gave  orders  like  a  ship's  lirst  oflicer : 

Hoys,  tiler  a  big  school  hit  agin  the  shore  I  Out  aiid 
niakc  the  biggest  haul  ever  made.  Oil"  with  ycr  boat  and  run 
the  old  'man-killer'  around  shiploads  on  'em." 

The  old  man  s])i'ang  into  the  boat  and  seized  an  oar.  the 
Collins  boys,  owners  of  the  biggest  seine  on  tliesliore,  following 
in  dumb  surprise,  while  tho.^e  who  fished  for  a  "hand-share," 
wild  with  visions  conjured  by  old  Hone's  excitement,  grasped 
the  oars  and  sent  the  heavy  boat  around  the  course  spinning 
out  the  great  .<eine  as  it  nev(n'  went  liefore.  Soon  the  outer 
jackstaff  was  tos.sed  ovei\  a  heavy  rope  was  made  fast  to  it  and 
the  boat  landed  not  far  from  its  starting  point.  The  seine  lay 
out  a  full  three-(|Uart(.-rs  o\'  a  mile  in  a  semi-circh\  the  buoys 
marking  the  position  wheri-  if  lay  lishing  twentv  feet  top  and 
bottom.  The  ropes,  attached  to  either  end,  were  carried  to 
snatch  blocks  on  tlu^  shore.  With  the  aid  of  a  hor^'  at  one 
lin(»  and  a  windhi>>  at  the  (»fhei'  the  hauhng  of  thi- great  bag 
shoreward  began  wiih  a  li\cly  >hitnl  iVciii  tbe  -ti-ung  ihriMls 
of  the  lusty  li-bennan  now  fairly  wild  with  ex<  i lemcMit.  'I'lie 
old  man  who  had  so  \nieei-emon iously  a.rsumed  eoiiimand  led 
and  cheered  the  nien  in  the  hard,  wet  ra^k  an<l  seemed  ani- 
mate<l  with  tJie  vigor  of  \<'Uth  a-  the  jacks  d lagged  slowly 
home.    Zip  I    Spla.-li  I    A  silver  streak  -hoots  over  the  cork- 
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lino  and  drops  ontsido  into  (\i^v\)  water  and  freedom.  The 
fishernien  liave  lost  a  lim-  salmon.  TIic  jaeks  are  hove  homo  ; 
the  Icad-Hno  hiteho>  on  the  rou^h  bottom  ;  the  lish  hroak  the 
surface  and  bag  the  net  outward  as  they  are  drawn  into  small- 
er compass.  ''J'he  men  tug  at  the  lines,  the  corks  bob  under 
as  the  finny  prisoners  make  a  frantic  rush  for  deep  water  only 
to  be  hurled  back  by  the  straining  moshes.  Now  a  long, 
strong  pull  and  all  together  as  the  jacks  are  landed  high  and 
dry,  and  scoops  are  brought  to  land  the  captive  beauties  whose 
beauty  is  entirely  lost  upon  their  captors.  Again  and  again 
is  the  net  thrown  until  it  is  returned  empty.  Meantime  the 
dressers  have  come  from  u[)and  down  the  sliore,  and  each  fish 
is  deftly  prepared  for  market  in  just  three  moves.  Frolicsome 
lads  and  lassies  they  when  work  is  over.  At  last  the  final 
basket  of  lish  has  boon  washed  and  saltc(l.  Then  the  old  fish- 
erman who  had  worked  with  untiring  energy  wearily  sat  down 
upon  an  overturned  lish  box. 

"A  hundred  and  twenty  barrels,  "  ho  muttered,  "pood 
for  an  even  thousand  dollars  if  a  cent.  Nevei'  the  lilies  of  it 
on  this  shoiT,  never — an'  I  told  Old  Hank  s  boys.  1  do'no, 
spose  I  may's  well  make  a  day  of  it.  Joby,  come  here.  You 
can  have  Xan  an'  I  give  in.  Take  her  for  yourn  an  deal  fair 
by  her.  " 

He  was  pale  and  trembling.  "  Boys,  "  he  said  sh^wly, 
"  its  my  last  haul,  the  biggest  ever  made  and  I  gin  it  to  yer 
free.  Lord — liel() — me."  And  as  he  fell  his  soul  went  out 
on  that  unknown  dee[)  without  compass  or  rudder. 
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